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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which policy did the Tang dynasty use to base official
appointments on merit?
A. It undermined the bureaucracy by relying on nobles.
B. It created a merit-based bureaucracy through merit-based

exams.
C. It harmed governance by promoting incompetent officials.
D. It relied on democratic elections to select leaders.

2. Which writing system did Mesopotamia develop?
A. Hieroglyphs
B. Alphabetic Script
C. Cuneiform Writing
D. Pictographic Script

3. In response to the invasion of Poland, which two countries
declared war on Germany?
A. The United States and the Soviet Union
B. Britain and France
C. Italy and Japan
D. Poland and Czechoslovakia

4. Which groups were targeted by the Holocaust?
A. Jews, homosexuals, and others deemed non-Aryan
B. All Allied soldiers
C. Japanese civilians
D. Non-European refugees

5. Ashoka's Edicts are best known for spreading which core
ideas?
A. They publicized moral governance, nonviolence, and religious

tolerance across his empire and beyond.
B. They established a centralized police state with strict

surveillance.
C. They promoted only monastic life and Buddhist rituals within

the capital.
D. They called for military expansion to spread Buddhism across

Asia.
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6. The Aztec civilization's economic basis and government
were best described as what?
A. Democracy with elected leaders.
B. Monarchical with a king, plus farming and trading.
C. A feudal system with lords and serfs.
D. A centralized bureaucratic empire modeled on China.

7. The growth of Islam contributed to trade growth by
expanding toward the East and along which major route?
A. Islam's expansion hindered trade.
B. Islam's expansion towards the East contributed to Silk Road

trade growth.
C. Islam discouraged long-distance trade.
D. Islam isolated regions from global commerce.

8. Which statement about Justinian is correct?
A. He led the Roman Republic to its greatest expansion.
B. He introduced the Corn Laws in Byzantium.
C. He created the Justinian Code, the basis of justice and law,

used for centuries.
D. He discovered gunpowder.

9. Which statement best captures the overall direction of
governance ideas during this period?
A. They reinforced absolute monarchy.
B. They ignored colonial contexts.
C. They challenged centralized authority and promoted rights

and political reforms.
D. They eliminated all governments.

10. What was a strategic result of the Normandy landings?
A. A major turning point in the war and liberation of Western

Europe
B. The immediate surrender of Germany
C. The end of the Pacific War
D. Staging of the Battle of Britain
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. B
4. A
5. A
6. B
7. B
8. C
9. C
10. A
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Explanations

Sample study guide, visit https://worldhistorycfe.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 10

SA
M

PLE



1. Which policy did the Tang dynasty use to base official
appointments on merit?
A. It undermined the bureaucracy by relying on nobles.
B. It created a merit-based bureaucracy through merit-based

exams.
C. It harmed governance by promoting incompetent officials.
D. It relied on democratic elections to select leaders.

The main idea here is that the Tang dynasty built a government recruited by merit
through formal examinations. They expanded and refined the civil service examination
system (the keju), so officials were chosen based on what they knew and could
do—especially their mastery of Confucian texts and their ability to write and think about
policy—rather than who they were or whom they knew. This created a bureaucracy of
educated scholars who earned positions through exam success, which broadened access
beyond aristocratic birth and aimed to improve governance by placing capable
administrators in charge. Democratic elections did not exist in imperial China, and
relying on nobles would have kept power in a hereditary circle instead of rewarding
merit.

2. Which writing system did Mesopotamia develop?
A. Hieroglyphs
B. Alphabetic Script
C. Cuneiform Writing
D. Pictographic Script

Mesopotamia developed a writing system called cuneiform. It began around 3200 BCE in
Sumer and was created on clay tablets using a reed stylus, which produced wedge-shaped
marks that give the script its name. Initially, scribes used pictographs for recording
goods and transactions, but over time the signs evolved to represent sounds and
syllables, enabling more complex writing, literature, and administration. This system was
later used for multiple languages in the region, such as Akkadian and others.  Cuneiform
is distinct from hieroglyphs, which come from Egypt and rely on different symbols and
stone or papyrus materials. It isn’t an alphabetic script like Phoenician, which uses a set
of letters to represent individual sounds. It’s also more than a simple pictographic script;
it blends logographic and syllabic elements and becomes a versatile writing system for a
broad range of uses.

Sample study guide, visit https://worldhistorycfe.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 11

SA
M

PLE



3. In response to the invasion of Poland, which two countries
declared war on Germany?
A. The United States and the Soviet Union
B. Britain and France
C. Italy and Japan
D. Poland and Czechoslovakia

When Germany invaded Poland, Britain and France declared war on Germany, honoring
their commitments to Poland and signaling the start of World War II in Europe. The
United States did not enter the war at this moment and remained officially neutral until
1941. The Soviet Union did not declare war on Germany in response to the invasion, as it
had just signed a non-aggression pact with Germany and would only declare war later,
after Germany attacked the Soviet Union. Italy and Japan were not the ones to declare
war in response to Poland’s invasion. Poland and Czechoslovakia were victims, not
declaring war themselves.

4. Which groups were targeted by the Holocaust?
A. Jews, homosexuals, and others deemed non-Aryan
B. All Allied soldiers
C. Japanese civilians
D. Non-European refugees

Nazis defined a racial hierarchy and believed that Jews and other groups labeled as
non-Aryan threatened their vision of a pure, superior race. This ideology drove a
state-sponsored program of persecution and mass murder—the Holocaust—centered on
Jews as the main victims, while also targeting homosexuals and various other groups
considered racially or politically undesirable. So, naming Jews, homosexuals, and others
deemed non-Aryan best reflects who was systematically persecuted and murdered. The
other options don’t fit because they describe enemies of the Allies or groups not
subjected to the Holocaust on a genocidal scale.
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5. Ashoka's Edicts are best known for spreading which core
ideas?
A. They publicized moral governance, nonviolence, and religious

tolerance across his empire and beyond.
B. They established a centralized police state with strict

surveillance.
C. They promoted only monastic life and Buddhist rituals within

the capital.
D. They called for military expansion to spread Buddhism across

Asia.
Ashoka’s Edicts center on ethical rule and universal tolerance. After the brutal conquest
of Kalinga, Ashoka embraced dhamma—a disciplined, moral approach to governance
grounded in nonviolence, welfare, and respect for people of all faiths. The Edicts, carved
on pillars and rocks across the Mauryan Empire (and recorded to reach beyond its
borders), promote public welfare—hospitals, roads, wells, and humane treatment—while
urging tolerance toward Buddhist, Hindu, Jain, and other communities. This message of
moral governance spread far and wide, illustrating a ruler who sought unity through
ethical conduct rather than force. That’s why the best description is that they publicized
moral governance, nonviolence, and religious tolerance across his empire and beyond.
The other ideas—a police state, monastic focus, or military expansion to spread
Buddhism—do not fit the emphasis and range of the Edicts.

6. The Aztec civilization's economic basis and government
were best described as what?
A. Democracy with elected leaders.
B. Monarchical with a king, plus farming and trading.
C. A feudal system with lords and serfs.
D. A centralized bureaucratic empire modeled on China.

This item tests how the Aztec state combined political power with its economic base. The
Aztec emperor ruled as a monarch, backed by nobles and a priesthood, with centralized
authority over the empire and a tribute system from conquered regions. Economically,
the foundation was farming—especially chinampas that produced maize and other
staples—and a vibrant trading network, including long-distance merchants known as
pochteca who moved goods through markets like Tlatelolco. This blend—a king-led state
plus farming as the backbone and active trade as a key driver—best matches a
monarchical system with agriculture and commerce at its core. It isn’t a democracy, nor
a feudal system of lords and serfs, nor a bureaucracy modeled on China.
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7. The growth of Islam contributed to trade growth by
expanding toward the East and along which major route?
A. Islam's expansion hindered trade.
B. Islam's expansion towards the East contributed to Silk Road

trade growth.
C. Islam discouraged long-distance trade.
D. Islam isolated regions from global commerce.

The growth of Islam expanded trade by linking vast regions and turning long-distance
commerce into a more integrated system. As Islamic empires spread from the Middle
East through Persia, Central Asia, the Indian subcontinent, and beyond, they created
secure caravan routes, standardized commercial practices, and widely accepted
currencies. This connectivity facilitated easier and safer movement of goods, ideas, and
technology between East Asia and the Mediterranean. The Silk Road—the major overland
route connecting China with the Mediterranean—thrived as Muslim traders and rulers
protected and patronized it, helping move silk, spices, metals, and other goods more
efficiently. So, the expansion toward the East contributed to Silk Road trade growth
because Islam helped bind these diverse regions into a coherent trading network.

8. Which statement about Justinian is correct?
A. He led the Roman Republic to its greatest expansion.
B. He introduced the Corn Laws in Byzantium.
C. He created the Justinian Code, the basis of justice and law,

used for centuries.
D. He discovered gunpowder.

This item tests your understanding of Justinian's impact on law. His most enduring
contribution was codifying Roman law into the Justinian Code (the Corpus Juris Civilis),
which organized centuries of legal material into a coherent system. This code clarified
rights, duties, and procedures and became the foundation for justice in Byzantium, while
also shaping medieval and modern civil-law traditions and influencing legal thought for
centuries.  The other statements miss the historical context: the Roman Republic ended
long before Justinian, so he did not lead its greatest expansion. The Corn Laws were
19th-century British tariffs on grain, not Byzantium policy. Gunpowder was invented in
China, not by Justinian.
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9. Which statement best captures the overall direction of
governance ideas during this period?
A. They reinforced absolute monarchy.
B. They ignored colonial contexts.
C. They challenged centralized authority and promoted rights

and political reforms.
D. They eliminated all governments.

During this period, the trend was to move away from unquestioned central power toward
government shaped by laws, consent, and rights. Enlightenment thinkers argued for
natural rights, social contracts, and checks on rulers, which inspired constitutions, bills
of rights, and representative institutions. This spirit propelled reforms and revolutions
that reduced centralized authority and extended political participation, rights, and legal
protections. The idea that governance should be an absolute, unchecked power doesn’t fit
these developments, and ignoring colonial contexts misses how these reforms spread and
were adapted across the Atlantic world. Eliminating all governments also doesn’t reflect
history, since new frameworks and institutions were created. So the directional shift
toward challenging centralized authority and promoting rights and political reforms best
captures the era.

10. What was a strategic result of the Normandy landings?
A. A major turning point in the war and liberation of Western

Europe
B. The immediate surrender of Germany
C. The end of the Pacific War
D. Staging of the Battle of Britain

The main idea here is that Normandy established a vital Western front and set the stage
for the liberation of Western Europe. By landing in Normandy and securing a foothold in
Nazi-occupied France, the Allies opened a durable invasion route into Western Europe,
forced Germany to fight on two fronts, and accelerated the push across France into
Belgium and toward Germany. This shift dramatically changed the momentum of the war,
contributing to the eventual defeat of Nazi Europe in 1945. It wasn’t an immediate
surrender by Germany, it didn’t end the war in the Pacific, and it isn’t connected to the
Battle of Britain, which happened years earlier. Normandy was about opening a Western
front and driving the liberation of Western Europe.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://worldhistorycfe.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://worldhistorycfe.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions  v-1780104712 | Page 16

SA
M

PLE


