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Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. What is the minimum bottom diameter for a storm sump?
A. 12 inches
B. 14 inches
C. 16 inches
D. 18 inches

2. Under operating conditions, a grease interceptor may not
be located in an area where surrounding temperatures are
below what threshold?

A. Below 40°F
B. Below 32°F
C. Below 50°F
D. Below 60°F

3. Stormwater gravity drains may be combined with
clearwater drains prior to discharging to the storm building
drain only if approved by the department.

A. They may be combined, but only with approval by the
department.

B. They may be combined at any time.

C. They may not be combined prior to discharging to the storm
building drain, unless approved.

D. They must always be kept separate.

4. What is the minimum separation distance between a water
well and a school well?

A. 100 feet
B. 250 feet
C. 150 feet
D. 300 feet

5. What is the minimum dimension for manhole openings?
A. 19 inches
B. 21 inches
C. 25 inches
D. 23 inches
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6. Which floor levels are used to determine the building drain
elevation?

A. The lowest floor outside the building.

B. The lowest floor levels on which fixtures may be installed.
C. The highest floor levels on which fixtures may be installed.
D. The grade level at the street.

7. Test methods for drain and vent systems require what?

A. 10 feet head of water; air test with a uniform gauge pressure
of 5 PSI or sufficient to balance a mercury column 10 inches
high; hold for 15 minutes.

B. 15 feet head of water; air test with 2 PSI; hold 5 minutes.
C. 5 feet head of water; air test with 10 PSI; hold 30 minutes.
D. 20 feet head of water; vacuum test; hold 60 minutes.

8. What is the maximum horizontal length allowed for

indirect waste piping and local waste piping handling sanitary
wastes?

A. 30 feet
B. 20 feet
C. 40 feet
D. 50 feet

9. On a simplex pumping system, what alternative may be
provided instead of the specified duplex pumping equipment?

A. Two-day holding capacity
B. No alarm

C. One-day holding capacity above a high level alarm
D. Automatic pump cycling

10. Which of the following best defines a horizontal reference
point?
A. A movable marker used during construction for alignment.
B. The highest point in the plumbing system.
C. The vertical line marking ground level for elevations.

D. A stationary identifiable point to which horizontal
dimensions can be related.
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Explanations




1. What is the minimum bottom diameter for a storm sump?
A. 12 inches
B. 14 inches
C. 16 inches
D. 18 inches

A storm sump must provide enough interior space for maintenance and the installed
pumping equipment, so codes set a minimum bottom diameter to ensure service access
and proper function. Fourteen inches is the smallest diameter that meets that
requirement. It gives room to install and service the sump pump and fittings and reduces
the chance of frequent clogs or clearance issues. A smaller diameter, like twelve inches,
would be too cramped for typical equipment and maintenance access. Larger sizes, such

as sixteen or eighteen inches, would also work and meet the minimum, but they’re not
the smallest allowed.

2. Under operating conditions, a grease interceptor may not

be located in an area where surrounding temperatures are
below what threshold?

A. Below 40°F
B. Below 32°F
C. Below 50°F
D. Below 60°F

Ambient temperature affects how a grease interceptor functions. When the surrounding
area gets cold, fats and oils in the wastewater can begin to solidify or thicken, and solids
may cling to the interior surfaces. This makes the trap less effective at separating grease,
increases maintenance needs, and raises the risk of blockages and odors. To keep the
device performing as intended, it should be located in a space that stays above that cold
threshold, preventing grease from hardening and reducing the chance of freezing in the
trap and pipes. That’s why it’s not placed in areas that get too cold. The other

temperature ranges described would not pose the same risk of grease solidification or
freezing to the same degree.

Sample study guide, visit https://wisconsinplumbing.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



3. Stormwater gravity drains may be combined with
clearwater drains prior to discharging to the storm building
drain only if approved by the department.

A. They may be combined, but only with approval by the
department.

B. They may be combined at any time.

C. They may not be combined prior to discharging to the storm
building drain, unless approved.

D. They must always be kept separate.

The test is about keeping stormwater and clearwater drains separate unless there’s
explicit authorization to mix them. Stormwater and clearwater are treated as two streams
that discharge toward the storm building drain, and mixing them can create capacity,
backflow, or contamination issues, so any joining before discharge is tightly controlled.
Therefore, the correct idea is that you generally cannot combine these drains prior to
discharging to the storm building drain unless the department approves. This matches
the conditional allowance—only with official approval may the two drains be combined.
Choices that imply mixing could occur freely or that separation is mandatory without any
approved exception aren’t aligned with how the rule is applied.

4. What is the minimum separation distance between a water
well and a school well?

A. 100 feet
B. 250 feet
C. 150 feet
D. 300 feet

Keeping wells far enough apart reduces the chance that contaminants or changes in
groundwater flow around one well will affect the other, and it also minimizes
interference between the wells’ draw zones. In Wisconsin practice, the minimum
separation distance between a water well and a school well is 250 feet, which provides a
buffer so surface or subsurface contamination sources near the school aren’t able to
impact the other well, and so each well can reliably produce drinking water without
shared contamination risks. If wells are closer, overlapping capture zones and faster

potential transport paths increase the risk of cross-contamination and variability in water
quality.

5. What is the minimum dimension for manhole openings?
A. 19 inches
B. 21 inches
C. 25 inches
D. 23 inches

Access openings must be large enough to allow safe entry and for cleaning and
inspection tools to pass through. The standard sets the smallest allowable opening at 23
inches, providing enough clearance for a worker to maneuver and for equipment to fit
without getting stuck. Anything smaller would hinder access and risk safety or code
compliance. Larger openings, like 25 inches, are allowed but are not the minimum
requirement, so 23 inches is the correct minimum.
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6. Which floor levels are used to determine the building drain
elevation?

A. The lowest floor outside the building.
B. The lowest floor levels on which fixtures may be installed.

C. The highest floor levels on which fixtures may be installed.
D. The grade level at the street.

Gravity drainage inside a building must have a continuous downward slope toward the
building drain, so the drain’s elevation is set with respect to the highest point from which
wastewater could originate. That highest floor level where fixtures may be installed
determines how high the interior drain must be able to receive and carry waste by
gravity. If the building drain were placed too high, fixtures on lower floors could still
drain, but fixtures on the top floor would have insufficient slope to reach the drain
without pumping, which is not allowed in gravity systems. By aligning the building drain
elevation with the topmost potential fixture level, all lower fixtures can discharge by

gravity along proper slopes. The exterior grade at the street or the lowest exterior floor
don’t govern the interior drain elevation.

7. Test methods for drain and vent systems require what?

A. 10 feet head of water; air test with a uniform gauge pressure
of 5 PSI or sufficient to balance a mercury column 10 inches
high; hold for 15 minutes.

B. 15 feet head of water; air test with 2 PSI; hold 5 minutes.
C. 5 feet head of water; air test with 10 PSI; hold 30 minutes.
D. 20 feet head of water; vacuum test; hold 60 minutes.

Drain and vent tests rely on applying a known pressure to the piping so leaks will become
evident. The standard approach uses a water column or an air pressure test to create a
hydrostatic load that joints must withstand. Using a 10-foot head of water provides a
realistic, code-recognized hydrostatic pressure (about 4.3 psi), and an air test at 5
psi—equivalent to balancing roughly 10 inches of mercury—plus holding that pressure for
about 15 minutes gives enough time for any leaks to show up. This combination aligns
with common testing requirements and keeps the test within safe, practical limits for
typical drainage systems. The other options aren’t as appropriate because they deviate
from these standard conditions: the pressures or times aren’t the commonly specified
ones, or a vacuum test isn’t the typical method used for drain and vent system testing.
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8. What is the maximum horizontal length allowed for

indirect waste piping and local waste piping handling sanitary
wastes?

A. 30 feet
B. 20 feet
C. 40 feet
D. 50 feet

A key idea in indirect and local waste piping is that the discharge path must stay within a
limited horizontal distance so venting can effectively protect traps and keep flow reliable.
Limiting the run helps ensure the indirect waste receptor and its venting are close
enough to the fixture to prevent siphonage, reduce the chance of solids building up, and
minimize odors or backflow risk. The maximum allowed horizontal length for these
waste takes is 30 feet. Shorter runs are fine, but anything longer would require
additional venting or a different arrangement to maintain proper drainage. The other

options would exceed or not reflect this limit, which is why 30 feet is the correct
maximum.

9. On a simplex pumping system, what alternative may be
provided instead of the specified duplex pumping equipment?

A. Two-day holding capacity
B. No alarm

C. One-day holding capacity above a high level alarm
D. Automatic pump cycling

Redundancy and alerting are the ideas behind this question. In a simplex pumping setup,
you can substitute for a second pump by giving the system a defined storage buffer plus
an alarm to warn before an overflow. Providing one day of holding capacity above a
high-level alarm means there’s enough room to store wastewater for a full day while the
pump is down or during a period of high demand, and the alarm alerts you to take action
before the level reaches a dangerous point. This combination mirrors the reliability a
duplex system would offer, but using storage capacity and a warning rather than a
second pump. Two-day holding capacity would exceed typical requirements and isn’t the
standard alternative. No alarm removes crucial warning that an overflow is imminent.
Automatic pump cycling describes a different control strategy and doesn’t inherently

provide the same backup capability a second pump or a sufficient holding buffer with an
alarm would.
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10. Which of the following best defines a horizontal reference
point?
A. A movable marker used during construction for alignment.
B. The highest point in the plumbing system.
C. The vertical line marking ground level for elevations.

D. A stationary identifiable point to which horizontal
dimensions can be related.

A horizontal reference point is a fixed, identifiable spot used as a baseline for all
horizontal measurements in a layout. Because it stays in place, measurements taken from
it remain consistent across plans and on the job site, helping you accurately locate pipes,
fittings, and fixtures in the horizontal plane. Distinct from vertical references (which
relate to elevations) and from movable markers (which can shift and spoil accuracy), this
point provides a stable origin for horizontal dimensions. So, the defining idea is that it’s
a stationary identifiable point to which horizontal measurements can be related.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://wisconsinplumbing.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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