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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What are the two main components of a septic system?
A. The septic tank and the drain field
B. The treatment plant and the irrigation system
C. The filter and the pump
D. The septic tank and the compost bin

2. What are best practices for maintaining a septic system?
A. Regular inspections, water conservation, and proper waste disposal.
B. Avoiding any usage of the system for a month.
C. Connecting the system to municipal water supplies.
D. Frequent upgrading of the system technology.

3. What is the average rate of fall for percolation calculated by?
A. Dividing total minutes by 4
B. Dividing total minutes by 5
C. Dividing total minutes by 6
D. Dividing total minutes by 7

4. What could indicate that it is time to pump a septic tank?
A. Half-full tank
B. Frequent backups in the plumbing
C. Heavy rain
D. Recent system inspection

5. What is the minimum distance from an absorption field to a property line?
A. 5 feet
B. 10 feet
C. 15 feet
D. 20 feet

6. What is the primary purpose of a septic system?
A. To treat and dispose of household wastewater safely
B. To recycle water for household use
C. To accumulate industrial waste
D. To store gray water for irrigation
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7. For each bedroom beyond 4, how many gallons must be added to the
minimum septic tank size?
A. 150 gallons
B. 200 gallons
C. 250 gallons
D. 300 gallons

8. What is a potential environmental concern of a failing septic system?
A. Rapidly changing temperatures
B. Contamination of groundwater
C. Increased air pollution
D. Decrease in local wildlife

9. True or False: Foundation drains and roof drains may be connected to a
septic system if filtered.
A. True
B. False
C. Only in certain conditions
D. Dependent on local laws

10. What is the purpose of a septic drain field?
A. To collect all waste materials
B. To treat effluent before entering the groundwater
C. To house the septic tank
D. To store sludge for later use
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Answers
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1. A
2. A
3. C
4. B
5. B
6. A
7. C
8. B
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What are the two main components of a septic system?
A. The septic tank and the drain field
B. The treatment plant and the irrigation system
C. The filter and the pump
D. The septic tank and the compost bin

The two main components of a septic system are the septic tank and the drain field. The septic tank serves as
the initial holding and treatment area for wastewater from a home. Inside the tank, solids settle at the bottom
and are broken down by bacteria, while lighter materials, like grease and oils, float to the top. This separation of
solids and liquids is crucial for reducing the amount of waste that ultimately enters the drain field.  The drain
field, also known as a leach field, is where the effluent (the liquid part of the wastewater) from the septic tank is
distributed into the ground. This area plays a vital role in the final treatment process, allowing beneficial bacteria
in the soil to further break down any remaining pathogens and nutrients. Together, these two components work
to safely dispose of and treat household wastewater, preventing contamination of surrounding soil and
groundwater.  Other options mention components that are either not a part of standard septic systems, like
treatment plants (which are used in centralized sewer systems), or irrelevant items such as filters and pumps,
which may be accessories but are not fundamental components of a septic system.

2. What are best practices for maintaining a septic system?
A. Regular inspections, water conservation, and proper waste disposal.
B. Avoiding any usage of the system for a month.
C. Connecting the system to municipal water supplies.
D. Frequent upgrading of the system technology.

Regular inspections, water conservation, and proper waste disposal are indeed best practices for maintaining a
septic system. Conducting inspections helps identify any potential issues early, allowing for timely repairs and
preventing costly failures. Water conservation reduces the volume of wastewater entering the system, which can
help prevent overload and allows the system to function more efficiently. Proper waste disposal ensures that
only environmentally friendly substances are sent through the septic system, minimizing the risk of clogs,
system failure, or environmental contamination.   The other options do not align well with effective septic system
maintenance. Avoiding usage of the system for a month may lead to stagnation and can cause problems with
the beneficial bacteria that break down waste. Connecting to municipal water supplies is not applicable to septic
systems, which are designed to treat wastewater on-site. Frequent upgrades to technology may not be
necessary if the system is functioning correctly and maintained properly, and upgrades can often be costly and
unnecessary for typical household systems.

3. What is the average rate of fall for percolation calculated by?
A. Dividing total minutes by 4
B. Dividing total minutes by 5
C. Dividing total minutes by 6
D. Dividing total minutes by 7

The average rate of fall for percolation is calculated by dividing the total minutes by an appropriate factor that
represents the number of measurements taken during the percolation test. In this context, when calculating
percolation rates, the standard practice is to divide the total time recorded for water to drop in the test holes by
six. This method accounts for the necessary adjustments to yield a rate that reflects the soil's ability to absorb
water over a standardized time frame. By using six, the calculation aligns with the typical assessment protocols
for soil permeability, ensuring that the percolation test results are both consistent and reliable for determining
septic system suitability.
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4. What could indicate that it is time to pump a septic tank?
A. Half-full tank
B. Frequent backups in the plumbing
C. Heavy rain
D. Recent system inspection

Frequent backups in the plumbing is a clear indicator that it may be time to pump a septic tank. These backups
occur when the system is unable to effectively process wastewater, which can be a result of a full or nearly full
septic tank. When solid waste accumulates in the tank and reaches its capacity, it can lead to clogs in the
plumbing lines or at the drain field, causing wastewater to back up into the home.   Pumping the tank helps to
remove the sludge and scum that have built up over time, allowing the septic system to function properly again.
Regular monitoring of plumbing performance is essential for maintaining a healthy septic system, and frequent
backups suggest that the tank has reached a threshold requiring intervention. Addressing this issue promptly
can prevent more serious plumbing problems and costly repairs down the line.

5. What is the minimum distance from an absorption field to a property line?
A. 5 feet
B. 10 feet
C. 15 feet
D. 20 feet

The minimum distance from an absorption field to a property line is established to ensure that septic systems
operate effectively and do not contaminate neighboring properties. When an absorption field is placed too close
to a property line, there is an increased risk of effluent migrating onto adjacent land, which can lead to
environmental contamination and potential health risks.   The requirement for a 10-foot distance helps to
promote adequate separation and serves as a buffer zone that can absorb any potential overflow or seepage
while preventing negative impacts on adjacent structures or properties. Such regulations are in place to
safeguard public health, protect water quality, and maintain proper functioning of the septic system over time.  
Other distances may not provide the necessary separation needed to ensure compliance with health and safety
standards set forth by regulatory authorities.

6. What is the primary purpose of a septic system?
A. To treat and dispose of household wastewater safely
B. To recycle water for household use
C. To accumulate industrial waste
D. To store gray water for irrigation

The primary purpose of a septic system is to treat and dispose of household wastewater safely. Septic systems
are designed to handle the effluent generated from household activities such as bathing, washing, and toilet use.
They effectively separate solids from liquids, allowing for the breakdown of waste by natural processes in a
septic tank.  Once the effluent is treated, it is then dispersed into the surrounding soil through a drain field, where
it can be further filtered and purified by soil bacteria and organisms. This system minimizes environmental
impact by ensuring that harmful pathogens and contaminants are reduced before the water re-enters the
groundwater supply.  The other options suggest purposes that are not aligned with the functionalities of a septic
system. For instance, recycling water for household use is not a role of septic systems; their focus is strictly on
the treatment and safe disposal of wastewater. Accumulating industrial waste or storing gray water for irrigation
also fall outside the scope of standard residential septic system functions, as they are specifically designed to
deal with the sewage and wastewater produced by household activities rather than industrial byproducts or
water recycling initiatives.
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7. For each bedroom beyond 4, how many gallons must be added to the
minimum septic tank size?
A. 150 gallons
B. 200 gallons
C. 250 gallons
D. 300 gallons

The requirement to add 250 gallons to the minimum septic tank size for each bedroom beyond four is in line with
the standards set for septic system design in West Virginia. This addition is necessary because each additional
bedroom represents an increase in wastewater flow that the septic system must be capable of handling.  
Specifically, the design criteria take into account that bedrooms typically correlate with the potential number of
occupants in a home, and thereby affect the volume of wastewater produced. By mandating the addition of 250
gallons for every extra bedroom, the regulations ensure that the septic tank can adequately accommodate the
increased demand without risking failure or contamination issues. This threshold helps maintain efficient and
effective operation of the septic system, preventing potential problems related to residential wastewater
treatment.   The other options do not align with the established regulation for septic tank sizing in relation to
additional bedrooms and would not provide sufficient capacity to handle the resultant increase in wastewater.

8. What is a potential environmental concern of a failing septic system?
A. Rapidly changing temperatures
B. Contamination of groundwater
C. Increased air pollution
D. Decrease in local wildlife

The contamination of groundwater is a significant concern associated with failing septic systems. When a septic
system malfunctions, it can allow untreated sewage and wastewater to seep into the ground, which can then
infiltrate local aquifers and water supplies. This contamination poses serious risks to both human health and the
environment, as groundwater often serves as a drinking water source for communities. Pathogens, nutrients like
nitrogen and phosphorus, and other harmful substances from failing systems can lead to waterborne illnesses
and can also cause eutrophication in nearby water bodies, disrupting aquatic ecosystems.  The other options do
not directly relate to the immediate impacts of a failing septic system. Rapidly changing temperatures and
increased air pollution are typically not consequences linked to septic failures, while a decrease in local wildlife
would generally be a more indirect effect, and not specific enough to be the primary concern related to septic
systems. These factors highlight the importance of maintaining and properly managing septic systems to
prevent groundwater contamination.
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9. True or False: Foundation drains and roof drains may be connected to a
septic system if filtered.
A. True
B. False
C. Only in certain conditions
D. Dependent on local laws

The assertion that foundation drains and roof drains may be connected to a septic system if filtered is false.
Foundation and roof drains handle stormwater and surface water, which differ significantly from the wastewater
that a septic system is designed to treat. Introducing these types of water into a septic system can overwhelm it,
disrupt the biological processes necessary for proper sewage treatment, and lead to system failure.   Septic
systems are typically engineered to manage only human waste and the gray water that arises from household
activities. When non-sewage water is added, it can dilute the effluent and disrupt the anaerobic bacteria that
break down waste, leading to ineffective waste treatment and potential environmental hazards.  Thus, the proper
approach is to handle foundation and roof drainage separately from the septic system to ensure the latter
operates efficiently and remains compliant with health standards.

10. What is the purpose of a septic drain field?
A. To collect all waste materials
B. To treat effluent before entering the groundwater
C. To house the septic tank
D. To store sludge for later use

The purpose of a septic drain field is to treat effluent before it enters the groundwater. After wastewater from a
home flows into the septic tank, it undergoes initial treatment, where solids settle to the bottom and scum floats
to the top. The liquid effluent that separates in the middle is then channeled to the drain field.   In the drain field,
this effluent undergoes further treatment through a process called soil filtration. The soil acts as a natural filter,
removing harmful pathogens and nutrients from the wastewater as it percolates through the soil layers. This
crucial process protects the groundwater from contamination and helps maintain a healthy environment.  The
other options do not accurately represent the function of a drain field. The drain field is not designed to collect
all waste materials or house the septic tank, nor does it serve as a storage facility for sludge. Its primary role is
focused on the treatment and safe dispersal of wastewater effluent into the surrounding soil.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://wvsepticinstaller.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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