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1. What should you do if you miss your exit on a highway?
A. Stop and reverse back to the exit
B. Make a U-turn at the next opportunity
C. Continue to the next exit rather than stopping or backing up
D. Turn on your hazard lights and stop

2. What must a learner's permit holder do if they reach a
specific number of demerit points?
A. Take a defensive driving refresher course
B. Complete a driver improvement course or risk license

suspension
C. Pay a fine and continue driving
D. Apply for a provisional license

3. When can you legally use a mobile phone while driving in
Virginia?
A. Only if using a hands-free device
B. In a controlled environment
C. Any time for navigation
D. Only for emergency calls

4. What are the nighttime driving restrictions for a learner's
permit holder?
A. No driving after 10 p.m.
B. No driving between midnight and 4 a.m. unless accompanied

by a licensed adult
C. Unlimited driving during the night
D. Require a special pass for night driving

5. What should you do if you encounter a dangerous situation
at a railroad crossing?
A. Drive quickly past the crossing
B. Wait for trains to pass
C. Call the emergency number on the railroad emergency sign
D. Report to local authorities
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6. What do red markings on a roadway indicate?
A. Road should be entered cautiously
B. Roadway should not be entered
C. Parking is allowed
D. Emergency vehicles only

7. What does a flashing yellow light indicate?
A. Come to a complete stop
B. Proceed with caution
C. Speed up to cross the intersection
D. Turn left immediately

8. How do you handle a roundabout?
A. Enter without yielding to traffic
B. Yield to traffic already in the roundabout, then enter and

follow your path
C. Always turn left in a roundabout
D. Signal left before entering

9. According to Virginia law, what is the required seating
position for infants while traveling in a car?
A. Facing the front of the car
B. In a booster seat
C. Facing the rear of the car
D. In the front seat

10. What distance should you maintain when following a
motorcycle?
A. At least 3 seconds
B. At least 1 second
C. At least 2 seconds
D. At least 4 seconds
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Answers
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1. C
2. B
3. A
4. B
5. C
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. C
10. A
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Explanations

7Sample study guide. Visit https://valearnerspermit.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. What should you do if you miss your exit on a highway?
A. Stop and reverse back to the exit
B. Make a U-turn at the next opportunity
C. Continue to the next exit rather than stopping or backing up
D. Turn on your hazard lights and stop

Continuing to the next exit is the safest and most appropriate action if you miss your exit
on a highway. This approach avoids the dangers associated with stopping or reversing in
a high-speed environment. Highways are designed for moving traffic, and stopping or
attempting to backtrack can create a hazardous situation for both you and other drivers. 
By proceeding to the next exit, you can safely transition off the highway and return to
your intended route via local roads. Most highways have frequent exit ramps, allowing
you to navigate back toward your original direction without putting yourself or others at
risk. Always ensure to obey traffic signals and road signs once you exit, and plan your
route carefully to minimize disorientation when driving on highways.

2. What must a learner's permit holder do if they reach a
specific number of demerit points?
A. Take a defensive driving refresher course
B. Complete a driver improvement course or risk license

suspension
C. Pay a fine and continue driving
D. Apply for a provisional license

A learner's permit holder who accumulates a certain number of demerit points is
required to complete a driver improvement course to avoid the risk of having their
license suspended. This requirement is set in place as a means of promoting safe driving
habits, encouraging individuals to improve their skills and understand the rules of the
road better. Completing a driver improvement course will not only help learners
reinforce their knowledge but also potentially help to reduce the tally of demerit points.  
This structured requirement serves as an important step towards responsible driving,
particularly for newer drivers who may be more vulnerable to traffic violations. The
consequence of license suspension due to failing to complete the necessary course
demonstrates the seriousness with which the regulations regard safe driving practices
among learners.
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3. When can you legally use a mobile phone while driving in
Virginia?
A. Only if using a hands-free device
B. In a controlled environment
C. Any time for navigation
D. Only for emergency calls

Using a mobile phone while driving in Virginia is strictly regulated to ensure the safety of
all road users. One of the key laws is that drivers are allowed to use a mobile phone if
they are utilizing a hands-free device. This includes options like Bluetooth headsets or
built-in car systems that allow for voice commands. The reason this is permitted is that
hands-free devices enable drivers to maintain better control of their vehicle while still
being able to communicate or access important information.   This approach minimizes
distractions caused by physically holding a phone and looking at its screen, which can
lead to accidents. However, other scenarios, such as using a phone without hands-free
technology or while navigating, may not comply with the laws intended to prevent
distracted driving. Therefore, using a hands-free device represents both a legal and safer
way to remain connected while on the road.

4. What are the nighttime driving restrictions for a learner's
permit holder?
A. No driving after 10 p.m.
B. No driving between midnight and 4 a.m. unless accompanied

by a licensed adult
C. Unlimited driving during the night
D. Require a special pass for night driving

The chosen answer is correct because, in Virginia, a learner's permit holder is prohibited
from driving unsupervised between midnight and 4 a.m. However, if a licensed adult who
is at least 21 years old is present in the vehicle, the learner may drive during these hours.
This restriction is designed to ensure that novice drivers have the guidance and support
of an experienced driver during potentially more dangerous nighttime conditions.   The
other options do not align with Virginia law regarding learner's permit restrictions. For
example, some may suggest an earlier cutoff time or imply that there is an unlimited
allowance for nighttime driving, which is not accurate. Additionally, requiring a special
pass is not a part of the learner's permit rules in Virginia. This helps reinforce the
importance of having a responsible driver present when a learner's permit holder is
operating a vehicle late at night.

9Sample study guide. Visit https://valearnerspermit.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



5. What should you do if you encounter a dangerous situation
at a railroad crossing?
A. Drive quickly past the crossing
B. Wait for trains to pass
C. Call the emergency number on the railroad emergency sign
D. Report to local authorities

When encountering a dangerous situation at a railroad crossing, it is crucial to prioritize
safety and take appropriate action. Calling the emergency number on the railroad
emergency sign is the correct response, as it connects you directly with railroad
authorities who can take quick action to prevent accidents or assist those in danger. This
number is specifically designated for emergencies at railroad crossings, ensuring that
trained professionals respond to the situation with the urgency it requires.  Taking
actions such as driving quickly past the crossing or waiting for trains to pass does not
address the potentially dangerous situation adequately and could lead to further risks.
Reporting to local authorities, while important for other issues, is not the immediate
solution in a railroad emergency, as the railroad’s own emergency response team can
provide specialized assistance more quickly.

6. What do red markings on a roadway indicate?
A. Road should be entered cautiously
B. Roadway should not be entered
C. Parking is allowed
D. Emergency vehicles only

Red markings on a roadway indicate that the roadway should not be entered. This
typically signals that certain areas are prohibited for vehicle access, helping to maintain
safety and order on the roads. For instance, red zones often indicate no parking areas,
fire lanes, or other restrictions where vehicles should avoid stopping or entering.
Understanding and recognizing these markings is crucial for safe driving and compliance
with traffic regulations. Properly adhering to these signals helps prevent accidents and
ensures the smooth flow of traffic while also allowing emergency vehicles to access
critical areas without obstruction.

7. What does a flashing yellow light indicate?
A. Come to a complete stop
B. Proceed with caution
C. Speed up to cross the intersection
D. Turn left immediately

A flashing yellow light signals drivers to proceed with caution. This means that while it is
safe to continue driving, drivers need to be alert and prepared to react to any potential
hazards or situations, such as pedestrians crossing or vehicles suddenly stopping. It does
not require a complete stop, so drivers should still slow down and evaluate their
surroundings for safety before moving through the intersection or area.   The other
responses imply actions that are not appropriate for a flashing yellow light. Stopping
completely is unnecessary, as the light indicates that it's permissible to move forward
with caution. Speeding up is unsafe, as it doesn't take into account the potential hazards
indicated by the flashing light. Additionally, turning left immediately is also not a
prescribed action for a yellow light, as that action would depend on the specific road
conditions and traffic.
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8. How do you handle a roundabout?
A. Enter without yielding to traffic
B. Yield to traffic already in the roundabout, then enter and

follow your path
C. Always turn left in a roundabout
D. Signal left before entering

Yielding to traffic already in the roundabout before entering is the correct way to handle
a roundabout. This practice is essential because roundabouts are designed to improve
traffic flow and reduce accidents by allowing vehicles to move continuously while
providing safe merging points. By yielding to the traffic that is already circulating within
the roundabout, drivers can ensure that they don't disrupt the flow and contribute to a
more organized driving environment.   Once you have yielded correctly and it is safe to
enter, you can follow your designated path through the roundabout. This approach
minimizes potential collisions and helps maintain the necessary order at busy
intersections. The other options do not align with safe driving practices and could lead to
confusion or accidents within the roundabout setting.

9. According to Virginia law, what is the required seating
position for infants while traveling in a car?
A. Facing the front of the car
B. In a booster seat
C. Facing the rear of the car
D. In the front seat

The correct answer is that infants are required to travel facing the rear of the car. This
seating position is crucial for ensuring the safety of infants during a car ride. When a car
is involved in a collision, an infant's head and neck are particularly vulnerable due to
their underdeveloped muscles and bones. Rear-facing car seats help to provide support
for the head, neck, and spine, distributing the forces of a crash more evenly across the
child's body and reducing the risk of serious injury.   In Virginia, the law emphasizes the
importance of using a rear-facing car seat for infants until they reach the maximum
weight or height limit set by the car seat manufacturer. This ensures that parents and
caregivers provide the safest possible environment for their young children while
traveling. Booster seats and front seat placements are more appropriate for older
children who have developed the necessary strength and stability.
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10. What distance should you maintain when following a
motorcycle?
A. At least 3 seconds
B. At least 1 second
C. At least 2 seconds
D. At least 4 seconds

Maintaining at least a 3-second following distance when behind a motorcycle is essential
for safety. Motorcycles can stop more quickly than larger vehicles, and maintaining this
distance allows for adequate reaction time in case the motorcycle suddenly slows down or
stops.   By keeping a 3-second gap, you give yourself enough time to react to any
unforeseen circumstances that may arise, such as the motorcycle needing to brake
quickly due to road conditions or hazards. This distance not only helps in avoiding
collisions but also provides motorcyclists with the space they need to maneuver safely.  
It's important to note that other options do not provide enough distance. A 1-second
following distance may be far too close for safe driving around motorcycles, as it greatly
reduces your time to react. Similarly, a 2-second distance is also insufficient, especially
considering the dynamics of smaller vehicles like motorcycles, which require more
attention and space on the road. While a 4-second distance is certainly safe, it may be
more than necessary in many situations, leading to congestion and not maximizing traffic
flow. Therefore, a 3-second rule strikes a balance between safety and practicality on the
road.
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