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1. What role does critical thinking play in the PiCAT?
A. It has no impact on the test
B. It helps in guessing answers
C. It helps candidates analyze questions and arrive at informed

answers
D. It only applies to the math section

2. How can candidates prepare for the PiCAT?
A. Through physical training programs
B. By studying advanced military tactics
C. Using available practice materials and study guides
D. Attending workshops on military history

3. Which adhesive is typically supplied in two parts that must
be mixed prior to use?
A. Epoxy
B. White glue
C. Contact cement
D. Silicone rubber

4. How are PiCAT scores used by the USMC?
A. To evaluate leadership potential
B. To determine enlistment eligibility and job assignment
C. To assess physical fitness
D. To gauge interest in military programs

5. How does the PiCAT score affect a candidate's military
career?
A. Influences health benefits received
B. Determines their military occupational specialty
C. Affects the duration of service
D. Impacts service branch selection
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6. What is the best interpretation of "darkness" in "grope
your way through the darkness"?
A. Illumination
B. Uncertainty
C. Fear
D. Comfort

7. What psychological aspect can impact performance on the
PiCAT?
A. Test anxiety
B. Excitement
C. Confidence
D. Relaxation strategies

8. A bag of potting soil consists of ¼ peat moss. What fraction
of the bag is dirt?
A. ¼
B. ½
C. ¾
D. ⅓

9. What is the simplest form of 12/50?
A. 6/25
B. 3/25
C. 12/25
D. 24/50

10. What does simplifying 35x + x yield?
A. 36x
B. 34x
C. 8/5x
D. Not possible to simplify
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Answers

5Sample study guide. Visit https://usmcpicat.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. C
2. C
3. D
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. A
8. C
9. A
10. A

6Sample study guide. Visit https://usmcpicat.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Explanations
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1. What role does critical thinking play in the PiCAT?
A. It has no impact on the test
B. It helps in guessing answers
C. It helps candidates analyze questions and arrive at informed

answers
D. It only applies to the math section

Critical thinking is essential in the PiCAT because it enables candidates to analyze the
questions presented to them and derive well-informed answers. This skill involves
evaluating the details of each question, discerning the underlying concepts, and applying
reasoning to select the best response. Critical thinking allows test-takers to go beyond
rote memorization and engage actively with the content, which can lead to better
performance on the test.  In the context of the PiCAT, where various subjects and types of
questions are included, the ability to think critically provides a significant advantage.
Candidates who can break down complex problems, understand the relationships
between different pieces of information, and synthesize knowledge are more likely to
answer correctly. This skill is beneficial across all sections of the test, not limited to just
one area.

2. How can candidates prepare for the PiCAT?
A. Through physical training programs
B. By studying advanced military tactics
C. Using available practice materials and study guides
D. Attending workshops on military history

Using available practice materials and study guides is the most effective way for
candidates to prepare for the PiCAT. These resources are specifically designed to
familiarize candidates with the format of the test, the types of questions they will
encounter, and the content areas that will be assessed. Engaging with practice materials
allows candidates to identify their strengths and weaknesses, improve their test-taking
skills, and enhance their knowledge in relevant subject areas. This approach not only
helps improve confidence but also increases the likelihood of achieving a higher score on
the actual test, which is crucial for determining eligibility for certain military roles. 
Other preparation methods, while potentially beneficial for overall military skills or
knowledge, do not directly address the needs specific to the PiCAT format and content.
For instance, physical training is excellent for overall fitness but does not aid in test
preparation. Similarly, studying advanced military tactics or attending workshops on
military history, though intellectually enriching, does not provide the targeted practice
needed for the cognitive aspects evaluated in the PiCAT.
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3. Which adhesive is typically supplied in two parts that must
be mixed prior to use?
A. Epoxy
B. White glue
C. Contact cement
D. Silicone rubber

The adhesive that is typically supplied in two parts that must be mixed prior to use is
epoxy. Epoxy adhesives consist of a resin and a hardener that, when combined, undergo a
chemical reaction to cure and bond materials together. This two-part system allows for a
strong bond with enhanced durability and resistance to environmental factors, making
epoxy suitable for a wide range of applications, including construction and repairs.  In
contrast, white glue and silicone rubber are single-component adhesives that do not
require mixing before use. White glue, also known as PVA (polyvinyl acetate) glue, is
designed for easy application and dries clear. Silicone rubber is typically used for sealing
and bonding in various applications and also comes pre-mixed, allowing for
straightforward application without the need for preparation. Contact cement, similarly,
is available in a single formulation that adheres surfaces upon contact and does not
require mixing.

4. How are PiCAT scores used by the USMC?
A. To evaluate leadership potential
B. To determine enlistment eligibility and job assignment
C. To assess physical fitness
D. To gauge interest in military programs

The correct answer highlights the significance of PiCAT scores in the enlistment process
and subsequent job assignments within the United States Marine Corps. The PiCAT, or
Prescreen Internet Computerized Adaptive Test, is primarily designed to assess a
potential recruit's aptitude and skills relevant to military service. By utilizing these
scores, the USMC can make informed decisions regarding an individual's eligibility for
enlistment.  Moreover, PiCAT scores help determine suitable job assignments based on
an individual's strengths and weaknesses as indicated by their performance on the test.
Each military occupational specialty (MOS) in the Marine Corps has specific
requirements, and the scores can indicate which positions align best with a recruit's
abilities. Therefore, the scores play a crucial role in matching recruits to roles where
they are most likely to succeed and contribute positively to the Corps.
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5. How does the PiCAT score affect a candidate's military
career?
A. Influences health benefits received
B. Determines their military occupational specialty
C. Affects the duration of service
D. Impacts service branch selection

A candidate's PiCAT score is fundamentally significant in determining their military
occupational specialty (MOS). This score reflects the individual’s aptitude in various
areas such as mathematics, verbal skills, and mechanical reasoning, which are crucial for
different roles in the military. Higher scores typically open up a wider range of MOS
options, allowing candidates to qualify for more specialized and potentially desirable
positions within the Marine Corps.  The military uses scores from aptitude tests like the
PiCAT to assess candidates' strengths and weaknesses, which in turn influences the
selection of career paths that align with their skills. Each military occupational specialty
has specific minimum score requirements, and thus, a candidate's performance on the
PiCAT directly correlates with the opportunities available to them upon enlistment.   In
contrast, other factors such as health benefits, service duration, and branch selection are
influenced by different criteria that do not hinge solely on the PiCAT score. While each of
these factors is important in a military career, it is the MOS determination that is most
directly impacted by the results of the PiCAT test.

6. What is the best interpretation of "darkness" in "grope
your way through the darkness"?
A. Illumination
B. Uncertainty
C. Fear
D. Comfort

The term "darkness" in the phrase "grope your way through the darkness" is best
interpreted as representing uncertainty. The context suggests navigating a situation or
experience where visibility and clarity are lacking, creating a scenario in which one must
feel their way forward rather than seeing the path clearly. This aligns with the concept of
uncertainty, as it reflects feelings of confusion, doubt, or a lack of knowledge about what
lies ahead.   Illumination, fear, and comfort do not encapsulate the core idea conveyed by
"darkness" in this specific context. Illumination stands in direct contrast to darkness,
while fear, though potentially associated with the unknown, does not specifically address
the act of navigating through it. Comfort, similarly, does not relate to the challenges or
difficulties implied by the phrase. Thus, the notion of uncertainty is the most fitting
interpretation, as it captures the essence of the struggle involved in finding one's way in
a situation characterized by ambiguity.
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7. What psychological aspect can impact performance on the
PiCAT?
A. Test anxiety
B. Excitement
C. Confidence
D. Relaxation strategies

Test anxiety is a psychological aspect that can significantly impact performance on the
PiCAT. This type of anxiety often manifests as feelings of nervousness, worry, or fear
about one's ability to perform well on a test. When individuals experience high levels of
test anxiety, it can hinder their concentration and memory recall, making it difficult to
perform at their best during the assessment. The pressure of wanting to achieve a certain
score can exacerbate these feelings, leading to increased stress levels that further
detract from their ability to focus on the test questions.  Addressing test anxiety often
involves implementing strategies such as proper preparation, practice tests, and
techniques to manage stress. Understanding this aspect is crucial for test-takers, as
managing anxiety can lead to improved performance and more accurate representation of
their knowledge and skills on the PiCAT.

8. A bag of potting soil consists of ¼ peat moss. What fraction
of the bag is dirt?
A. ¼
B. ½
C. ¾
D. ⅓

To understand why the correct answer is three-quarters, or ¾, let’s analyze the
components given in the question. If the bag of potting soil is composed of ¼ peat moss,
then we can determine the fraction that represents the dirt by recognizing that the total
composition of the bag must equal 1, or the whole bag.  Since ¼ of the bag is peat moss,
we can calculate the remaining fraction that must be dirt. The fraction for dirt would
then be calculated as follows:  1 (the whole bag) - ¼ (the peat moss) = ¾.  This
calculation shows that three-quarters of the bag consists of dirt. Therefore, the correct
answer accurately reflects the remaining composition of the potting soil after accounting
for the portion that is peat moss.

9. What is the simplest form of 12/50?
A. 6/25
B. 3/25
C. 12/25
D. 24/50

To simplify the fraction 12/50, you need to find the greatest common divisor (GCD) of the
numerator (12) and the denominator (50). The GCD of 12 and 50 is 2, as it is the largest
number that divides both evenly.   Next, you divide both the numerator and denominator
by their GCD. Dividing 12 by 2 gives you 6, and dividing 50 by 2 gives you 25. This results
in the fraction 6/25, which cannot be simplified further since 6 and 25 have no common
factors other than 1.   This indicates that 6/25 is the simplest form of the original
fraction 12/50, making it the correct answer.
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10. What does simplifying 35x + x yield?
A. 36x
B. 34x
C. 8/5x
D. Not possible to simplify

To simplify the expression 35x + x, you want to combine like terms. In this case, both
terms contain the variable x. The coefficient in front of the first term is 35, and the
second term can be understood as having a coefficient of 1 (since it is simply x).  When
you add the coefficients together, you perform the operation 35 + 1, which equals 36.
This means that the combined terms yield 36x.   Thus, 35x + x simplifies neatly to 36x,
confirming that the correct answer is indeed 36x. Understanding how to recognize and
combine like terms is crucial in algebra, as it allows for more efficient calculations and
clearer expressions.
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