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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://uscglifeboatman.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 4

SA
M

PLE



Questions
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1. How often must EPIRBs and SARTs be tested?
A. Weekly
B. Monthly
C. Annually
D. Biannually

2. When firing a pyrotechnic distress signal, what is the
proper direction to aim it?
A. Directly into the water
B. Level with the horizon
C. In a direction greater than 60 degrees above the horizon,

preferably into the wind
D. Downwind of the ship

3. The letter R followed by one or more numbers indicates
what?
A. Speed
B. Distance
C. Direction
D. Course

4. What is the function of a sea anchor?
A. To provide additional buoyancy
B. A cone-shaped bag used to slow down the wind drift effect
C. To assist in navigating currents
D. To serve as a stable point for rescue operations

5. What should be the focus of communication in
emergencies on board a vessel?
A. Informing only the captain
B. Communicating effectively with the crew and passengers
C. Using only visual signals
D. Maintaining radio silence
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6. To release the davit cable of a davit launched liferaft, what
action is required?
A. Turn the release knob
B. Pull the release lanyard
C. Push the release button
D. Cut the cable with a knife

7. After abandoning your vessel and clearing away in a
liferaft, what is one of your first actions?
A. Check the liferaft equipment
B. Signal for help
C. Search for survivors
D. Assess the situation of the abandoned vessel

8. In a lifeboat situation, how often should you check for
signs of dehydration if water rations are low?
A. Every hour
B. Every 2 hours
C. Every 3 hours
D. Every 8 hours

9. Which type of vessels must carry a minimum of two SARTs?
A. Cargo ships under 300 tons
B. Cargo ships over 500 tons
C. Fishing vessels
D. Yachts

10. To convey a longitude of 15 degrees 45 minutes, what
signal would you use?
A. G1545
B. L1545
C. X1545
D. D1545
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. B
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. C
8. B
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. How often must EPIRBs and SARTs be tested?
A. Weekly
B. Monthly
C. Annually
D. Biannually

Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacons (EPIRBs) and Search and Rescue
Transponders (SARTs) must be tested monthly to ensure they are operational and ready
for use in case of an emergency. This requirement is part of maintaining equipment
reliability and ensuring that rescuers can effectively locate and aid distressed vessels.
Regular testing helps identify any issues with the equipment that could be critical during
an emergency situation.  While some equipment may have different maintenance
schedules, the monthly testing frequency for EPIRBs and SARTs is emphasized because
they play a crucial role in the safety of personnel at sea. By conducting these tests each
month, vessel crews can ensure that the devices are functioning correctly and that they
will perform as expected when activated.

2. When firing a pyrotechnic distress signal, what is the
proper direction to aim it?
A. Directly into the water
B. Level with the horizon
C. In a direction greater than 60 degrees above the horizon,

preferably into the wind
D. Downwind of the ship

The correct answer focuses on the need for the pyrotechnic distress signal to be fired in a
direction that maximizes visibility and effectiveness for rescuers. Aiming the signal at an
angle greater than 60 degrees above the horizon, and preferably into the wind, ensures
that the signal's light and smoke can be seen from a distance and are not obscured by the
marine environment.  Firing the signal upwards helps it ascend high enough into the
atmosphere, where it can achieve a broader visibility range. The preference for aiming
into the wind aids in ensuring that any smoke, if applicable, is carried away from the
source, allowing the signal to be more conspicuous and to avoid being blown back
towards the launching position. This angle and direction also mitigate the risk of the
signal coming down near the vessel or causing concern among crew members who may
be mistakenly alerted to a danger that doesn’t correspond with distress.  Addressing the
other options, firing directly into the water would not provide any visibility to rescuers
and could render the signal ineffective. Aiming level with the horizon could limit the
signal's reach and visibility, especially if obstacles block the line of sight. Similarly, firing
downwind of the ship doesn't maximize the signal's visibility and may not keep the signal
clear
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3. The letter R followed by one or more numbers indicates
what?
A. Speed
B. Distance
C. Direction
D. Course

The designation of the letter R followed by one or more numbers specifically indicates
distance in the context of maritime navigation. In navigational terms, when you see the
letter R, it typically refers to "range," which represents the distance from a particular
point or object. For example, "R5" would indicate a range of five nautical miles.  This
understanding of R as distance is anchored in common maritime practices and
conventions for communication on navigational charts and in the operation of vessel
systems. Recognizing this designation is crucial for effectively interpreting navigational
data, which is essential for safe and efficient passage planning and marine operations.

4. What is the function of a sea anchor?
A. To provide additional buoyancy
B. A cone-shaped bag used to slow down the wind drift effect
C. To assist in navigating currents
D. To serve as a stable point for rescue operations

The function of a sea anchor is to slow down the drift of a vessel by using a cone-shaped
bag that is deployed into the water. When a sea anchor is deployed, it creates resistance
against the movement of the vessel caused by wind and water currents. This resistance
helps to stabilize the vessel, allowing it to maintain a more controlled position.   In
situations where a vessel is experiencing rough weather or heavy winds, the sea anchor
can prevent the vessel from being pushed off course, which is especially critical for safety
during emergencies or in survival situations. This deployment allows for better
management of the vessel's orientation and minimizes the chance of capsizing or being
pushed towards hazards.  The other options focus on different aspects of vessel handling.
While buoyancy, navigation, and positioning for rescue operations are important, they do
not accurately describe the primary purpose of a sea anchor, which is fundamentally
about controlling drift rather than providing buoyancy or being a stable point for
rescues. Thus, the cone-shaped bag used to slow down wind drift is the essential
characteristic that defines the function of a sea anchor.
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5. What should be the focus of communication in
emergencies on board a vessel?
A. Informing only the captain
B. Communicating effectively with the crew and passengers
C. Using only visual signals
D. Maintaining radio silence

Effective communication in emergencies on board a vessel is crucial for ensuring the
safety of both crew and passengers. The correct focus is on communicating effectively
with everyone on the vessel, as this fosters a well-coordinated response to the emergency
situation. Clearly conveying information about the nature of the emergency, the actions
that need to be taken, and any necessary safety instructions ensures that everyone is
informed and can respond appropriately.  When communication is limited to just the
captain, important information might not reach all personnel who need to act or assist,
potentially leading to confusion and increased risk. Visual signals alone might not convey
the complexity or urgency of a situation adequately, especially in a high-stress
environment. Furthermore, maintaining radio silence could hinder vital communications
that are essential for rescue operations or situational awareness.  Thus, focusing on
effective communication with both the crew and passengers is paramount in emergencies
to ensure comprehensive understanding, prompt action, and overall safety on board the
vessel.

6. To release the davit cable of a davit launched liferaft, what
action is required?
A. Turn the release knob
B. Pull the release lanyard
C. Push the release button
D. Cut the cable with a knife

To release the davit cable of a davit-launched liferaft, pulling the release lanyard is the
correct action. This mechanism is designed to ensure that the liferaft can be deployed
quickly and safely in the event of an emergency. The release lanyard typically operates a
release hook or mechanism that detaches the liferaft from the davit system, allowing it to
float free and be accessed for use.  Other methods, such as turning a release knob or
pushing a release button, may be common in other systems, but they are not standard for
releasing a liferaft from a davit. Cutting the cable with a knife is not only impractical but
could also pose significant safety risks, as it may damage the liferaft or its deployment
system. It's critical to understand the specific mechanisms used in lifeboat launching
equipment to ensure proper and safe operation during emergencies.
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7. After abandoning your vessel and clearing away in a
liferaft, what is one of your first actions?
A. Check the liferaft equipment
B. Signal for help
C. Search for survivors
D. Assess the situation of the abandoned vessel

The priority after abandoning a vessel and entering a liferaft is to ensure the safety of all
individuals aboard. Among the potential actions one could take, searching for survivors is
crucial because it can make the difference in saving lives. Conducting a headcount to
determine if everyone is accounted for and looking for any missing individuals will enable
the lifeboat team to act quickly and coordinate any further rescue efforts.  The other
options are also important but may come after confirming that everyone is safe in your
liferaft. Checking the liferaft equipment is vital for ensuring that it is functioning
properly, but the immediate concern should be ensuring that all crew members are
accounted for. Signaling for help can be critical as well, but this usually comes after you
have assessed the situation aboard the liferaft. Assessing the situation of the abandoned
vessel can provide information but should not take precedence over confirming the safety
of those in the liferaft. The act of searching for survivors is often the most immediate and
crucial action to take during such a critical situation.

8. In a lifeboat situation, how often should you check for
signs of dehydration if water rations are low?
A. Every hour
B. Every 2 hours
C. Every 3 hours
D. Every 8 hours

In a lifeboat situation, monitoring for signs of dehydration is critical, especially when
water rations are limited. Checking every two hours strikes a balance between vigilance
and practicality. This frequency allows for timely observations of any changes in
condition that may indicate dehydration, such as dry mouth, fatigue, dizziness, or
decreased urination.  This timeframe is practical because it provides enough opportunity
to observe changes in a person's state without overwhelming the crew with constant
monitoring, which could be unfeasible in a survival situation. Staying alert to the signs of
dehydration is essential to ensure that crew members can act quickly if someone begins
to exhibit symptoms, thereby potentially preventing more severe consequences.
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9. Which type of vessels must carry a minimum of two SARTs?
A. Cargo ships under 300 tons
B. Cargo ships over 500 tons
C. Fishing vessels
D. Yachts

Cargo ships over 500 tons are required to carry a minimum of two SARTs (Search and
Rescue Transponders) as part of their safety equipment. This regulation is in place
because larger vessels have greater operational capacities and responsibilities, making
them more likely to be involved in maritime incidents where SARTs can play a vital role
in locating them during search and rescue operations.   SARTs are critical
communication devices that, when activated, transmit a signal picked up by nearby
rescue vessels or aircraft, indicating the presence of distress. This capability is especially
important for larger vessels which may traverse vast areas where search efforts need to
be efficient and effective.  In contrast, smaller cargo ships under 300 tons, fishing
vessels, and yachts may not have the same regulatory requirements or operational needs
for additional SARTs, focusing instead on complying with the minimum safety equipment
necessary for their size and specific operational environments. Therefore, the
requirement for two SARTs is specifically geared towards ensuring that larger vessels,
which could potentially carry more cargo and encounter more serious emergencies, are
better equipped for emergency situations.

10. To convey a longitude of 15 degrees 45 minutes, what
signal would you use?
A. G1545
B. L1545
C. X1545
D. D1545

The correct signal for conveying a longitude of 15 degrees 45 minutes is G1545. This is
because maritime signal codes often use specific letters to represent different
geographical coordinates. In this syntax, the letter "G" is used to signify longitude,
particularly in the context of navigational practices.   Each letter corresponds to a
specific type of information. For example, in maritime communications and signal flags,
"G" is recognized as the designation for a geographic location along the lines of
longitude. The number that follows the letter indicates the specific degrees and minutes.
Therefore, G1545 accurately communicates the longitude of 15 degrees 45 minutes.  The
other choices do not use the correct designation letter for longitude, making them
unsuitable for this purpose. For instance, "L," "X," and "D" do not correspond to the
conventional maritime signaling used for longitude in this case. Thus, G1545 is the
appropriate choice for representing that particular longitude.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://uscglifeboatman.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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