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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What is the degree coverage for a stern light?
A. 90 degrees
B. 135 degrees
C. 180 degrees
D. 225 degrees

2. Which light combination indicates a vessel is fishing at night?
A. Red over red
B. Red over white
C. Green over white
D. White over green

3. Which vessel has the highest priority in the pecking order when being
overtaken?
A. The vessel in control of the course
B. The vessel being overtaken
C. The overtaking vessel
D. The largest vessel

4. What does a green over white light signify?
A. A vessel under sail
B. A vessel constrained by draft
C. A vessel trawling at night
D. A vessel towing another vessel

5. What does CBD mean in maritime contexts?
A. Constructed By Draft
B. Constrained By Draft
C. Cautioned By Drift
D. Controlled By Direction
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6. What is the sound signal device requirement for boats less than 12 meters
in length?
A. Whistle only
B. Whistle and bell
C. Whistle, bell, and gong
D. Bell only

7. What must a vessel do to comply with safety regulations regarding engine
ventilation?
A. Ventilate for 2-3 minutes
B. Ventilate for 4-5 minutes
C. Start the engine immediately
D. Do not ventilate

8. What does a red over white light combination indicate?
A. A vessel engaged in fishing at night
B. A vessel restricted in maneuverability
C. A vessel aground
D. A vessel anchored

9. What should vessels sound to indicate that they are making way in fog?
A. Two short blasts
B. Two prolonged blasts
C. One prolonged blast
D. One prolonged and one short blast

10. Which of the following items is crucial to throw to a person in the water
during a man overboard scenario?
A. A life preserver
B. A paddle
C. A hook
D. A rope
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. B
4. C
5. B
6. C
7. B
8. A
9. C
10. A
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Explanations
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1. What is the degree coverage for a stern light?
A. 90 degrees
B. 135 degrees
C. 180 degrees
D. 225 degrees

A stern light provides a specific coverage that is crucial for ensuring visibility and safety at sea. The standard
degree coverage for a stern light is 135 degrees, which means it illuminates an area extending 67.5 degrees on
either side of the centerline of the vessel at the stern. This coverage is designed to let other vessels know the
position and orientation of the vessel from behind, as the stern light is positioned at the rear of a boat or ship. 
Having this 135-degree coverage allows for sufficient visibility for approaching vessels to determine the
presence and course of the vessel equipped with the stern light. It is important to adhere to this standard to
maintain safe navigation, as correctly positioned lighting aids in collision avoidance, especially during nighttime
or low-visibility conditions.

2. Which light combination indicates a vessel is fishing at night?
A. Red over red
B. Red over white
C. Green over white
D. White over green

The correct indicator of a vessel fishing at night is the combination of green over white lights. When a fishing
vessel is operating, the green light signifies that it is engaged in fishing activities, especially when it is using
nets, while the white light indicates the vessel's stern. This light configuration helps other vessels in the vicinity
to identify that the fishing vessel is actively fishing and thus advises them to exercise caution to avoid collisions.
Understanding the significance of other combinations is also important. For example, a red over red light
typically indicates that a vessel is at anchor, while red over white denotes a vessel that is towing. White over
green, on the other hand, indicates a sailing vessel under power. Each of these combinations serves a distinct
purpose in maritime navigation, stressing the importance of the right light configurations for safety and
compliance.

3. Which vessel has the highest priority in the pecking order when being
overtaken?
A. The vessel in control of the course
B. The vessel being overtaken
C. The overtaking vessel
D. The largest vessel

When determining which vessel has the highest priority in the scenario of overtaking, the vessel being overtaken
holds that critical position. According to navigation rules, specifically the International Regulations for
Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGs), the vessel that is being overtaken is entitled to maintain its course and
speed. The vessel attempting to overtake has the responsibility to do so safely and must be aware of the
maneuvers of the vessel being overtaken.   This priority exists because the overtaken vessel may be restricted in
its ability to maneuver, especially if it is constrained by draft or operating in a narrow channel, thus requiring
others to yield to its course. The overtaking vessel must assess the situation carefully and take action to safely
pass while respecting the navigational standing of the vessel ahead. This ensures safety and reduces the risk of
collisions, which is paramount in maritime navigation.   The other options do not align with this rule since the
control of course can shift, and the size of the vessel does not determine the right of way in overtaking
situations; it is the status of being overtaken that governs the priority.
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4. What does a green over white light signify?
A. A vessel under sail
B. A vessel constrained by draft
C. A vessel trawling at night
D. A vessel towing another vessel

The green over white light indicates that the vessel is engaged in trawling. This configuration of lights is used
specifically to communicate the activity of a fishing vessel that is operating nets or lines while underway at
night. It is crucial for other vessels to recognize this signal to maintain safe navigational practices, as trawling
may involve obstacles such as nets in the water that can pose a hazard to navigation.  In the context of the other
options, a vessel under sail would display specific sail lights, typically green and red for the sidelights. A vessel
constrained by draft would display different light signals indicating its restricted ability to maneuver. A vessel
towing another vessel uses a different configuration that includes a white light above the towing vessel’s
sidelights. Understanding these distinctions helps ensure safe navigation and compliance with maritime
signaling regulations.

5. What does CBD mean in maritime contexts?
A. Constructed By Draft
B. Constrained By Draft
C. Cautioned By Drift
D. Controlled By Direction

In maritime contexts, CBD stands for "Constrained By Draft." This term is used to describe a situation where a
vessel's ability to maneuver is restricted due to its draft relative to the depth of the water. Specifically, it applies
to vessels that are large and deep-drafted, which have limitations on their ability to safely navigate through
shallow waters or narrow channels.  When a vessel is constrained by draft, it is often near its maximum draft for
the depths available, which means it cannot take the freedom of maneuvering, such as changing course or
speed, as would usually be possible. This definition reflects the important navigational considerations that
mariners must take into account to ensure safe passage, particularly in areas with varying depths or obstacles. 
The other options do not accurately represent the maritime terminology related to vessel movement and
navigation constraints. Thus, understanding the specific meaning of "Constrained By Draft" is essential for safe
navigation practices, particularly in restricted waters.
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6. What is the sound signal device requirement for boats less than 12 meters
in length?
A. Whistle only
B. Whistle and bell
C. Whistle, bell, and gong
D. Bell only

For boats less than 12 meters in length, the requirement for sound signaling devices is defined by the
International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGS) and the U.S. Coast Guard regulations.
According to these regulations, vessels of this size are required to have a whistle, which is the primary sound
signaling device.   The correct option includes a whistle, bell, and gong. However, the requirement typically
focuses on the whistle primarily for signaling while navigating and in restricted visibility conditions. A bell and
gong are not necessary on boats less than 12 meters; these additional devices become important for larger
vessels.   This clarification points out that the principal focus for smaller vessels is on the whistle due to their
operating conditions and typical signaling needs, while the inclusion of bell or gong is more relevant for larger
vessels, aligning with their operational requirements in various maritime situations. Thus, while the sound signal
devices listed in the correct choice include the most basic requirement, a small vessel's compliance with sound
signaling laws revolves primarily around the use of a whistle.

7. What must a vessel do to comply with safety regulations regarding engine
ventilation?
A. Ventilate for 2-3 minutes
B. Ventilate for 4-5 minutes
C. Start the engine immediately
D. Do not ventilate

To comply with safety regulations regarding engine ventilation, a vessel must ventilate for a sufficient period to
ensure that any flammable gases or fuel vapors have been adequately cleared from the engine compartment.
Ventilating for 4-5 minutes is generally recognized as best practice in many regulatory frameworks. This
duration allows for effective air exchange, reducing the risk of explosion or fire caused by accumulated vapors. 
Proper engine ventilation is crucial because flammable vapors can settle in low areas, and thorough ventilation
helps eliminate these dangers before starting the engine. It creates a safer working environment for crew
members and helps meet safety standards established by organizations such as the U.S. Coast Guard. In
contrast, ventilating for shorter periods, starting the engine immediately, or not ventilating at all presents
heightened risks that can lead to hazardous conditions.
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8. What does a red over white light combination indicate?
A. A vessel engaged in fishing at night
B. A vessel restricted in maneuverability
C. A vessel aground
D. A vessel anchored

The correct interpretation of a red over white light combination indicates that the vessel is anchored. The
signaling system for vessels at night uses specific combinations of colored lights to convey their status or
activities, and in this case, red over white is specifically designated for vessels that are not under way and at
anchor.  Understanding the context of navigation lights is crucial for mariners to communicate their presence
and activities to other vessels and for ensuring safety on the water. Each combination of lights serves a distinct
purpose, and recognizing red over white as an indication of a vessel at anchor helps prevent potential collisions
or misunderstandings in navigation.  In other scenarios, such as a vessel engaged in fishing or restricted in
maneuverability, different light configurations apply, which do not include the combination of red over white. A
vessel aground would be indicated by a different set of lights. Recognizing these standards is essential for safe
navigation and compliance with maritime safety regulations.

9. What should vessels sound to indicate that they are making way in fog?
A. Two short blasts
B. Two prolonged blasts
C. One prolonged blast
D. One prolonged and one short blast

In conditions of reduced visibility, such as fog, vessels are required to signal their intentions and actions through
sound signals. When a vessel is making way, it should sound one prolonged blast at intervals of not more than
two minutes. This single prolonged blast serves to communicate to other vessels in the vicinity that the vessel is
underway and moving.  The use of a prolonged blast instead of shorter sounds is designed to distinguish the
movements of vessels actively navigating through fog from those that are at anchor or drifting, which would use
different signaling methods. Thus, sounding one prolonged blast effectively conveys the intended message to
other mariners about the vessel's status and helps promote safety in visibility-compromised situations.  The
other options do not appropriately convey the message that a vessel is making way. Multiple short blasts or a
combination of short and prolonged blasts pertain to different navigational scenarios, such as indicating a
vessel's intentions to overtake or signaling its presence without actually moving.
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10. Which of the following items is crucial to throw to a person in the water
during a man overboard scenario?
A. A life preserver
B. A paddle
C. A hook
D. A rope

In a man overboard scenario, throwing a life preserver to a person in the water is crucial because it is specifically
designed to provide buoyancy and support. Life preservers, often equipped with bright colors and reflective
materials, are meant to be easily seen in the water, aiding in the quick identification of the individual who has
fallen overboard. Their circular shape allows the person to grab onto it and stay afloat until rescue can occur. 
While a paddle, hook, or rope might have various uses in other contexts or emergencies, they do not offer the
same immediate life-saving capabilities as a life preserver. A paddle, for instance, could help maneuver the
vessel but does not assist the person in the water. A hook could be used to retrieve someone or objects but
poses a risk of injury and is not an effective buoyancy aid. A rope is helpful for rescue situations, but without a
flotation device like a life preserver, a person in the water might struggle to stay afloat long enough to grab the
rope. Thus, a life preserver is the most critical item to use in this life-threatening situation.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://uscglaunchtender.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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