
U.S. History Imperialism
Practice Test (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. Visit https://ushistoryimperialism.examzify.com



Copyright © 2025 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

1Sample study guide. Visit https://ushistoryimperialism.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Questions

2Sample study guide. Visit https://ushistoryimperialism.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. What was the primary reason for the construction of the
Panama Canal?
A. To enhance trade between Europe and Asia
B. To reduce travel time for naval and commercial vessels
C. To establish a military foothold in South America
D. To gain control over the oil markets

2. What was the philosophy behind "Big Stick" Diplomacy?
A. Maintaining peace through negotiation
B. Using military strength to achieve diplomatic goals
C. Promoting trade over military intervention
D. Isolating the U.S. from international conflicts

3. What was the significance of the Treaty of Portsmouth?
A. It marked the start of World War I
B. It ended the Russo-Japanese War
C. It established U.S. control over Hawaii
D. It facilitated the annexation of Puerto Rico

4. What was the main objective of the Open Door Policy?
A. To establish American colonies in China
B. To promote equal trading opportunities for all countries in

China
C. To restrict foreign influence in Chinese affairs
D. To create a military presence in China

5. What ideology stated that the U.S. had a divine right to
expand its territory and influence?
A. Dollar Diplomacy
B. Monroe Doctrine
C. Manifest Destiny
D. Social Darwinism
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6. Which U.S. president was in office during the
Spanish-American War?
A. Theodore Roosevelt
B. William McKinley
C. Woodrow Wilson
D. Franklin D. Roosevelt

7. What was Wilson's attitude towards imperialism during his
presidency?
A. He fully supported ruthless expansion and domination
B. He promoted moral diplomacy, advocating for

self-determination
C. He was indifferent and focused on domestic issues
D. He sought to appease colonial powers

8. What rationale was often used to justify imperialism in the
late 19th century?
A. A desire for military dominance
B. Belief in racial superiority and the "civilizing mission"
C. Economic reasons alone
D. A need to isolate the U.S. from foreign affairs

9. What does the term "annexation" refer to?
A. The process of establishing a protectorate
B. The action of adding territory
C. The creation of international treaties
D. The granting of independence to colonies

10. What was one consequence of U.S. interventions under
Dollar Diplomacy?
A. Increased diplomatic relations with Europe
B. Heightened anti-American sentiment in Latin America
C. Strong support from local governments
D. Enhanced security for U.S. businesses
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. B
5. C
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. B
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1. What was the primary reason for the construction of the
Panama Canal?
A. To enhance trade between Europe and Asia
B. To reduce travel time for naval and commercial vessels
C. To establish a military foothold in South America
D. To gain control over the oil markets

The primary reason for the construction of the Panama Canal was to reduce travel time
for naval and commercial vessels. By providing a shortcut between the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans, the canal dramatically decreased the distance ships needed to travel.
Instead of navigating around the southern tip of South America via the treacherous Strait
of Magellan, vessels could take a much shorter route through the canal, which facilitated
faster trade and military movements.  This efficiency had significant economic
implications, as it allowed for quicker transportation of goods and enhanced the U.S.
Navy's ability to project power in both oceans. The construction of the canal was a
monumental engineering achievement and strategically positioned the United States as a
central player in international maritime trade.

2. What was the philosophy behind "Big Stick" Diplomacy?
A. Maintaining peace through negotiation
B. Using military strength to achieve diplomatic goals
C. Promoting trade over military intervention
D. Isolating the U.S. from international conflicts

The philosophy behind "Big Stick" Diplomacy emphasizes using military strength as a
tool to achieve diplomatic goals. This approach was famously associated with President
Theodore Roosevelt, who believed that the United States should negotiate peacefully but
maintain a strong military presence to back up its diplomatic efforts. The phrase "speak
softly and carry a big stick" encapsulates the idea of negotiating from a position of
strength. The military capability is intended to deter potential aggressors and enhance
the United States' influence on the global stage, reinforcing Roosevelt's belief in an
active American role in international affairs.  This strategy was particularly evident in
Roosevelt's actions in Latin America, where he often intervened in the affairs of
neighboring countries to stabilize the region and protect American interests, thus
showcasing how military readiness could support diplomatic objectives effectively.
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3. What was the significance of the Treaty of Portsmouth?
A. It marked the start of World War I
B. It ended the Russo-Japanese War
C. It established U.S. control over Hawaii
D. It facilitated the annexation of Puerto Rico

The Treaty of Portsmouth holds significant importance as it officially ended the
Russo-Japanese War, a conflict that erupted between Russia and Japan over territorial
disputes in Manchuria and Korea. Signed in 1905, the treaty was mediated by U.S.
President Theodore Roosevelt, marking a crucial moment in international diplomacy. Not
only did this outcome establish Japan as a formidable military power on the world stage,
but it also signified the growing influence of the United States in global affairs,
particularly in East Asia. The successful mediation enhanced Roosevelt’s reputation and
underscored the United States' emerging role as a broker of peace among major world
powers during the early 20th century.   Moreover, the treaty set a precedent for future
agreements and highlighted the shifting balance of power in the region, particularly as
Japan began its rise as an imperial power.

4. What was the main objective of the Open Door Policy?
A. To establish American colonies in China
B. To promote equal trading opportunities for all countries in

China
C. To restrict foreign influence in Chinese affairs
D. To create a military presence in China

The main objective of the Open Door Policy was to promote equal trading opportunities
for all countries in China. This policy, articulated by U.S. Secretary of State John Hay in
1899, aimed to prevent any single nation from monopolizing trade with China and sought
to ensure that the United States and other foreign powers could access Chinese markets
equally. The Open Door Policy was significant because it reflected the United States'
desire to maintain free trade and avoid the colonial fragmentation of China, allowing for
fair competition among nations and protecting American economic interests in a region
where it lacked territorial control. This approach was particularly important in the
context of imperialism, as various European powers were vying for influence in China at
the time.
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5. What ideology stated that the U.S. had a divine right to
expand its territory and influence?
A. Dollar Diplomacy
B. Monroe Doctrine
C. Manifest Destiny
D. Social Darwinism

The ideology that proclaimed the belief in a divine right to expand U.S. territory and
influence is known as Manifest Destiny. This concept emerged in the 19th century and
was rooted in the conviction that it was America's destiny, ordained by God, to spread
democracy and capitalism across the North American continent. Proponents of Manifest
Destiny argued that the expansion of American territory was not only beneficial but also
an inevitable and righteous endeavor, reflecting a sense of national mission.  Manifest
Destiny played a significant role in justifying a range of territorial acquisitions and
policies, including the annexation of Texas, the Oregon Trail migrations, and the conflict
with Mexico, which resulted in the acquisition of vast territories in the Southwest. This
ideology influenced American attitudes toward expansion, prompting the belief that such
actions were not merely politically or economically advantageous but also part of a moral
obligation to spread their way of life.

6. Which U.S. president was in office during the
Spanish-American War?
A. Theodore Roosevelt
B. William McKinley
C. Woodrow Wilson
D. Franklin D. Roosevelt

William McKinley was the U.S. president in office during the Spanish-American War,
which occurred in 1898. His administration was marked by a push for expansion and
imperialism, driven in part by the desire to support Cuban independence from Spanish
rule. The war began after tensions escalated due to Cuba's fight for independence and
the sinking of the USS Maine, which was a catalyst for U.S. intervention. McKinley's
decision to go to war was influenced by growing public sentiment and media pressure at
the time, as well as broader strategic interests in the Caribbean and Pacific.   Under
McKinley’s leadership, the United States won a swift victory against Spain, leading to
significant territorial gains, including Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines. This war
marked a turning point in U.S. foreign policy, as America transitioned into a more
imperialistic stance on the global stage.
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7. What was Wilson's attitude towards imperialism during his
presidency?
A. He fully supported ruthless expansion and domination
B. He promoted moral diplomacy, advocating for

self-determination
C. He was indifferent and focused on domestic issues
D. He sought to appease colonial powers

During his presidency, Woodrow Wilson adopted a distinctive approach known as "moral
diplomacy." This philosophy emphasized the promotion of human rights and
self-determination, reflecting a significant departure from traditional imperialist
policies. Wilson believed that the United States had a moral obligation to support nations
that aspired to independence and democratic governance, which aligned with his broader
vision of promoting democracy on a global scale.   His stance was evident in his dealings
with Latin America, where he sought to replace dollar diplomacy, which prioritized
economic interests through financial investments, with policies aimed at encouraging
democratic governance. Wilson articulated this idea in his Fourteen Points, a statement
of principles intended to guide international relations after World War I, many of which
underscored the importance of self-determination for peoples affected by colonialism and
war.   Thus, his promotion of moral diplomacy showcases his intent to advocate for
self-determination rather than pursue expansionist policies characterized by domination
and control over other nations. His approach represented a fundamental change in how
the U.S. engaged with the world, aiming to align foreign policy with ethical standards
rather than merely strategic interests.

8. What rationale was often used to justify imperialism in the
late 19th century?
A. A desire for military dominance
B. Belief in racial superiority and the "civilizing mission"
C. Economic reasons alone
D. A need to isolate the U.S. from foreign affairs

The rationale that often justified imperialism in the late 19th century centered around
the belief in racial superiority and the so-called "civilizing mission." Many proponents of
imperialism argued that it was the duty of Western nations, particularly the United
States and European powers, to spread their perceived superior culture, values, and
governance to what they deemed "less civilized" regions of the world. This belief was
rooted in social Darwinism, which applied the concept of "survival of the fittest" to
human societies, suggesting that stronger nations had the right to dominate weaker
ones.   Additionally, the idea of a civilizing mission was tied to Christianity, with many
imperialists believing they were spreading not only their culture but also their faith to
non-Western peoples. These beliefs created a moral imperative for expansion and
justified foreign interventions and colonization as a benevolent act rather than an
exploitative one.  While military dominance and economic reasons also played significant
roles in justifying imperialism, the particular focus on racial hierarchy and the
responsibility to civilize underprivileged nations was a defining narrative that resonated
strongly during this period. This belief system helped to mask the underlying motives of
economic exploitation and territorial ambition behind a veneer of moral duty.
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9. What does the term "annexation" refer to?
A. The process of establishing a protectorate
B. The action of adding territory
C. The creation of international treaties
D. The granting of independence to colonies

The term "annexation" specifically refers to the action of adding territory to a larger
entity, particularly in the context of a country extending its sovereignty over additional
land. This practice has often occurred throughout history when one nation takes control
of a region, either through military conquest, treaties, or other means of acquisition.  
For example, the annexation of Texas by the United States in 1845 demonstrates how a
territory was formally incorporated into the nation's land. This process can involve legal
processes and recognition by other nations, but the core idea revolves around the
expansion of territorial boundaries. The other concepts—such as establishing a
protectorate or granting independence—do not accurately capture the essence of what
annexation entails.

10. What was one consequence of U.S. interventions under
Dollar Diplomacy?
A. Increased diplomatic relations with Europe
B. Heightened anti-American sentiment in Latin America
C. Strong support from local governments
D. Enhanced security for U.S. businesses

One significant consequence of U.S. interventions under Dollar Diplomacy was
heightened anti-American sentiment in Latin America. Dollar Diplomacy, a term
associated with President William Howard Taft's policy, aimed to promote U.S. financial
interests abroad by encouraging American businesses to invest in foreign economies,
especially in Latin America and East Asia. While this approach intended to stabilize
regions and foster positive relations through economic ties, it often resulted in local
resentment.  Local populations perceived these interventions as forms of economic
imperialism, where the U.S. was seen as exerting undue influence over their governments
and economies. Many Latin Americans felt that their sovereignty was compromised as
U.S. interests took precedence over local needs. This imposition of American financial
interests frequently led to social unrest, increased nationalism, and a rising tide of
anti-American sentiment, as many viewed the policies as undermining their autonomy
and dignity.  This context highlights how interventions intended to stabilize and enhance
U.S. influence instead fostered distrust and resentment, showcasing the complexities and
unintended consequences of diplomatic strategies that prioritize economic over
diplomatic relations in the region.
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