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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which scholar asserts that Dido's change from good to bad
queen occurs because her activities as a lover compromise
her status as a good king?
A. Helga Nehrkorn
B. Desmond M
C. Richard Jenkyns
D. Camps

2. Which scholar argues that the gods work through human
wills and desires?
A. Gransden
B. T. S. Pattie
C. Bob Cowan
D. Ellen Olliensis

3. Which critic states that Books 2-8 read almost like a
flashback over the ten years of the war?
A. Gerry Nusbaum - Structure of the Aeneid
B. Denis Feeney - Plot
C. Harrison - Battle scenes
D. Gransden - Book 4

4. In Book 6, Anchises describes a pageant of unborn Roman
heroes; this is described as the most powerful patriotic
message in the whole poem. Which scholar makes this claim?
A. R. D. Williams
B. Denis Feeney
C. Paul F. Burke
D. Ellen O'Gorman

5. Which scholar notes that the contradictions in Aeneas'
actions make him difficult to like, but human?
A. Cox - Homeric influence
B. Bob Cowan - Homeric influence
C. RD Williams - Roman heroism
D. Richard Jenkyns - Aeneas' actions
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6. Which scholar argues that Augustus is linked to Aeneas
through a sacrifice depicted at the Ara Pacis?
A. Isabel Paintin
B. Edith Hall
C. Bob Cowan
D. Galinsky

7. Camilla is an androgynous monstrosity.
A. Susanna Morton Braund
B. Bob Cowan
C. Gildenhard and Henderson
D. Philip Hardie

8. Which scholar notes that Book 6 exhibits a profound sense
of religious awe?
A. Galinsky
B. Fiachra Mac Gorain
C. R.D Williams
D. Camps

9. Which author asserts that the shorter battle scenes are like
gladiator fights and more appealing to a Roman audience?
A. Gransden - Book 4
B. Emma Buckley - Narration of the Aeneid
C. Denis Feeney - Plot
D. Harrison - Battle scenes

10. Which author claims the Aeneid reflects Augustus's
governmental policy in moral, social and religious ideas, not
because Augustus's ideas, but because Virgil's; both saw
things the same way?
A. Ian Du Quesney
B. Deryck Williams
C. Desmond M
D. Camps
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Answers

Sample study guide, visit https://aeneidmodernscholarship.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 8

SA
M

PLE



1. B
2. A
3. A
4. A
5. D
6. A
7. C
8. B
9. D
10. B
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Explanations
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1. Which scholar asserts that Dido's change from good to bad
queen occurs because her activities as a lover compromise
her status as a good king?
A. Helga Nehrkorn
B. Desmond M
C. Richard Jenkyns
D. Camps

Desmond M. makes the argument that Dido’s transformation from a capable ruler into a
flawed queen happens because her romance with Aeneas drags public governance into
the private realm. The idea is that her activities as a lover pull her away from prudent
statecraft, so she begins to act more on personal passion and image-keeping than on the
welfare of Carthage. This reading emphasizes the tension Virgil builds between private
desire and public duty, showing how the pressures of love disturb the balance a good
ruler must maintain between hospitality, alliance-building, and political stability. When
Dido allows her personal longing to steer decisions—such as pressuring Aeneas to stay or
shaping policy around her relationship—her leadership style shifts from wise,
civic-minded authority to a more reactionary, emotionally driven stance. The analysis
looks for textual signals in Vergil’s portrayal of Dido’s decisions and rhetoric that mark
this shift from prudent governance to a passion-fueled leadership, arguing that the
decline in virtus is tied to the intimate sphere rather than to fate or the gods alone. This
makes the interpretation naturally cohesive: it ties the dramatic arc directly to a single,
traceable cause within the narrative—romantic attachment impairing the queen’s public
role.  Other scholars often explore Dido through different lenses—fate, divine influence,
or broader thematic arcs of tragedy—without pinpointing romantic passion as the explicit
mechanism that undermines her public authority. Desmond M.’s focus on the politics of
love provides a clear causal link between personal desire and political decline, which is
why this reading stands out.

2. Which scholar argues that the gods work through human
wills and desires?
A. Gransden
B. T. S. Pattie
C. Bob Cowan
D. Ellen Olliensis

The main idea here is that divine power in epic literature often works by stirring human
motives rather than by direct, literal control. In such a view, the gods influence events by
shaping what characters want, fear, or value, but the heroes still choose how to act, and
those choices drive the plot forward. This is the perspective associated with Gransden: he
argues that the gods operate through human wills and desires, guiding outcomes by
anima ting the characters’ inner aims rather than pulling every string themselves. In the
Aeneid, this means gods like Venus, Juno, and others set up situations or plant motives
that provoke decisions in Aeneas and others, yet the resulting actions stem from those
characters’ own resolutions and passions. So, the best-fit answer is Gransden because his
approach foregrounds divine influence mediated through human motivation rather than
unmediated divine coercion.
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3. Which critic states that Books 2-8 read almost like a
flashback over the ten years of the war?
A. Gerry Nusbaum - Structure of the Aeneid
B. Denis Feeney - Plot
C. Harrison - Battle scenes
D. Gransden - Book 4

This question gauges how narrators and structure shape how we read the epic. The point
is that Books 2–8 are often seen not as a single, continuous present-day action, but as a
series of retrospective accounts that recount the ten-year Trojan War.  Gerry Nusbaum,
in Structure of the Aeneid, argues precisely this kind of framing. He treats these middle
books as a sequence of memory-driven passages where the story is told, often by Aeneas,
in the form of flashbacks or digressions. The war’s events are poured into these recall
passages, so the reader encounters the long span of conflict through remembered
episodes rather than through a straightforward, linear present-day narration. That
explains why the books feel like a flashback spanning a decade of warfare.  Other critics
focus on different angles—plot mechanics, battlefield depiction, or a single book's
emphasis—without making the same structural claim about a sustained flashback across
multiple books. So Nusbaum’s structural reading best fits the idea described in the
question.

4. In Book 6, Anchises describes a pageant of unborn Roman
heroes; this is described as the most powerful patriotic
message in the whole poem. Which scholar makes this claim?
A. R. D. Williams
B. Denis Feeney
C. Paul F. Burke
D. Ellen O'Gorman

Interpreting why that pageant stands out relies on recognizing a specific scholarly claim:
R. D. Williams argues this ritual of unborn Roman heroes is Virgil’s most powerful
patriotic statement in the poem. His reading shows how Anchises’ vision fuses founding
myth with a future destiny, turning poetry into a tool for national memory and political
legitimation. The unborn figures symbolize a continuous line of Roman virtue and
leadership, implying that Rome’s greatness is prefigured and sanctioned by divine and
historical order. By presenting this forward-looking grandeur, the scene elevates
patriotism from a personal or tragic moment to a shared civic destiny, urging readers to
take pride in Rome’s destined glory and the role poetry plays in shaping that memory.
While other scholars explore related ideas—patriotism, imperial ideology, and memory in
the epic—Williams is the one who explicitly highlights this particular passage as the
poem’s strongest patriotic message.
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5. Which scholar notes that the contradictions in Aeneas'
actions make him difficult to like, but human?
A. Cox - Homeric influence
B. Bob Cowan - Homeric influence
C. RD Williams - Roman heroism
D. Richard Jenkyns - Aeneas' actions

A key idea being tested is that Virgil makes Aeneas a figure whose strong sense of duty
sits alongside real internal contradictions, yielding a hero who can be hard to like at
moments but is unmistakably human. Richard Jenkyns draws attention to these tensions
in Aeneas’s actions, showing how moments of mercy, hesitation, or personal feeling
coexist with the obligation to fulfill fate, so the reader both admires his resolve and
recognizes his flaws. This kind of reading emphasizes moral complexity rather than a
straightforward, flawless hero, which is what makes his humanity feel plausible and
earned. The other scholars mentioned focus more on external influences, like Homeric
echoes, or on broader themes of Roman heroism, rather than this nuanced depiction of
Aeneas’s contradictory behavior.

6. Which scholar argues that Augustus is linked to Aeneas
through a sacrifice depicted at the Ara Pacis?
A. Isabel Paintin
B. Edith Hall
C. Bob Cowan
D. Galinsky

The main idea here is that imperial imagery uses ritual sacrifice to tie Augustus to
Aeneas, presenting the emperor as the rightful heir of Rome’s founding myth. Isabel
Paintin argues that the Ara Pacis isn’t just a celebration of peace; its reliefs encode a
genealogy in which the act of sacrifice links Aeneas—the legendary founder of Rome—to
Augustus. By embedding a sacrificial scene within the monument’s program, the
sculpture creates a visual claim that Augustus continues the sacred duty begun by
Aeneas. This connection elevates Augustus’s rule to a continuation of a divine-approved
lineage, framing the Pax Romana as the outcome of a sacred covenant stretching from
myth into the present.  Paintin’s reading emphasizes how ritual imagery in a monumental
setting functions as political propaganda: it legitimizes the emperor by aligning him with
a revered ancestor and with the divine sanction that accompanies sacrificial acts. While
other scholars may explore different aspects of the Ara Pacis or its symbolism, Paintin’s
focus on sacrifice as the bridge between Aeneas and Augustus makes sense of why the
monument would foreground that ritual connection to support Augustan authority.
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7. Camilla is an androgynous monstrosity.
A. Susanna Morton Braund
B. Bob Cowan
C. Gildenhard and Henderson
D. Philip Hardie

The idea here centers on how modern critics read Camilla’s gender and presence in the
Aeneid. Some scholars argue that Camilla embodies a crossing of clear gender
boundaries—an androgynous figure whose martial prowess and armor defy conventional
female expectations, creating an unsettling, almost monstrous impression within the
epic’s world. The pairing of Gildenhard and Henderson is the best fit because their work
explicitly engages with Camilla in terms of gender ambiguity and the terrifying or
“monstrous” implications of that ambiguity. Their analysis positions Camilla as a figure
who destabilizes normative gender roles in Virgil’s poem, which is exactly the framing
suggested by the statement. Other scholars are important voices in Virgil studies, but
they do not foreground this particular interpretation with the same emphasis, making
Gildenhard and Henderson the most apt reference for this claim.

8. Which scholar notes that Book 6 exhibits a profound sense
of religious awe?
A. Galinsky
B. Fiachra Mac Gorain
C. R.D Williams
D. Camps

The key idea here is the religious dimension of Book 6. In this part of the poem, Virgil
stages a powerful encounter with the sacred through Aeneas’s descent to the underworld,
the Sibyl’s prophecies, and Anchises’s revelations about Rome’s destined future. This
creates a sense of awe before divine order and fate that marks a turning point from
martial heroism to a cosmically framed piety.  Fiachra Mac Gorain is the scholar who
emphasizes this deep religious awe in Book 6. His reading highlights how the ritual
atmosphere, the numinous imagery, and the reveal of Rome’s future within the
underworld scene invite readers to feel the sacred at work in the epic, shaping its moral
and spiritual horizon.  The other scholars associated with the options tend to foreground
different aspects of the poem—such as stylistic analysis, structural or historical angles,
or broader thematic readings—rather than focusing on this particular sense of awe
before the divine. So the choice that centers on Mac Gorain best captures the intended
emphasis on the religious awe threaded through Book 6.
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9. Which author asserts that the shorter battle scenes are like
gladiator fights and more appealing to a Roman audience?
A. Gransden - Book 4
B. Emma Buckley - Narration of the Aeneid
C. Denis Feeney - Plot
D. Harrison - Battle scenes

The main idea here is how scholars interpret Vergil’s battlefield moments as crafted to
reel in a Roman audience by echoing gladiatorial spectacle. The argument is that shorter,
tightly focused battle scenes function like gladiator fights: they’re brisk, visually
immediate, and emotionally charged, delivering decisive outcomes in a way that would
feel familiar and entertaining to Roman spectators.  In this view, the author who focuses
on battle scenes makes a clear claim that these compact battles are designed to mimic
arena entertainment, leveraging the audience’s expectations for public display of martial
prowess and dramatic, easily grasped confrontations. This explains why the scenes feel
vivid and impactful even when they’re short: they foreground spectacle, heroism, and
rapid turns of fortune that resonate with Roman tastes for visible, public display of skill
and courage.  Other scholars approach the epic from different angles. One analyzes a
specific book in terms of structure or theme rather than audience-entertainment
dynamics. Another concentrates on who is narrating the story, not the dramatic effect of
the battle episodes themselves. A third looks at the overall plot without focusing on how
the battle moments are designed to appeal to spectators. Because none of these centers
on the gladiatorial appeal of short battle scenes, Harrison’s Battle scenes offers the most
direct explanation for why those moments would feel especially engaging to a Roman
readership.

10. Which author claims the Aeneid reflects Augustus's
governmental policy in moral, social and religious ideas, not
because Augustus's ideas, but because Virgil's; both saw
things the same way?
A. Ian Du Quesney
B. Deryck Williams
C. Desmond M
D. Camps

The main idea here is recognizing how scholars interpret Virgil’s Aeneid in relation to
Augustan policy. The best reading says the poem mirrors Augustus’s moral, social, and
religious program not because the poet was simply echoing the ruler, but because Virgil
himself shared those ideas. In other words, Virgil’s own worldview aligns with the
Augustan project, so the Aeneid ends up presenting a vision that fits the regime's aims
while still arising from Virgil’s own voice and artistry.  This nuanced view sees Virgil as
an author with agency who crafts a poem that embodies pietas, the duties of family and
state, and the sanctity and order of Roman religion. At the same time, it acknowledges
that these themes dovetail with what Augustus was promoting in politics and society.
That combination—Virgil’s personal perspective plus a common ideological ground with
Augustan policy—helps explain why the Aeneid can be read as supportive of the regime
without reducing Virgil to a mere mouthpiece.  Other scholars might stress direct
patronial control or different dependencies between poet and patron, but the formulation
that emphasizes Virgil’s own stance aligning with Augustan aims best captures the idea
that the poem reflects a shared worldview rather than a simple instrument of imperial
propaganda.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://aeneidmodernscholarship.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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