
TExES Educational
Diagnostician (253)
Practice Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://texes253.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://texes253.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 9.........................................................................................
Explanations 11................................................................................
Next Steps 18...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://texes253.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which ASD-related characteristic best illustrates difficulty
interpreting sarcasm and humor in school contexts?
A. Impaired phonological processing
B. Difficulties with mathematical reasoning
C. Visual-spatial memory
D. Marked deficits in pragmatic language

2. How do you determine the most appropriate assessment
battery for a student with suspected learning and language
differences?
A. Choose the shortest available assessment to minimize testing

time.
B. Use only the student’s native language tests, regardless of

context.
C. Rely on a single standardized test that is widely used for all

populations.
D. Consider language proficiency, cultural background, task

demands, dynamic assessment data, and the student’s
instructional history; select tools with established validity for
diverse populations.

3. What is the purpose of a reliability coefficient, and how
might it influence interpretation of a score near a decision
point?
A. It determines a test’s validity in measuring the intended

construct.
B. It indicates how consistently a test measures a construct; low

reliability near a cutoff increases caution in decision-making
due to higher measurement error.

C. It sets the scoring rubric for the test.
D. It reflects the student’s effort during testing.

4. What is the role of Present Levels of Academic and
Functional Performance (PLAAFP) data in informing IEP
goals and services?
A. PLAAFP does not relate to goals.
B. PLAAFP data should directly inform and justify the goals and

services, linking performance, needs, and supports.
C. It determines only the student’s placement.
D. It describes only behavior.
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5. After discussing a reevaluation for a specific learning
disability in reading, which action should the educational
diagnostician take?
A. Scheduling another meeting without confirming details.
B. Providing a district-wide memo to staff about the discussion.
C. Sending a brief text message to the parents with the

decision.
D. Summarizing the discussion in a written document for the

educational record.

6. What should be included about data interpretation when
results are inconsistent?
A. A straightforward interpretation based on the strongest score
B. A list of raw scores without interpretation
C. A single interpretation from one test
D. A comprehensive interpretation acknowledging variability

and its sources

7. Which group of professionals is described as
collaboratively developing a social communication skills
inventory to support postsecondary goals?
A. Educational diagnostician, general education teacher, and

school counselor.
B. Speech-language pathologist and occupational therapist.
C. Educational diagnostician, special education teacher,

speech-language pathologist, and transition specialist.
D. School psychologist, speech-language pathologist, and

classroom aide.

8. When proposing a full and initial evaluation, what must be
included in the written notice?
A. Budget estimate
B. Description of actions involved and the rationale for the

decision
C. List of teachers involved
D. Parent employment information
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9. At an ARD for a kindergarten student with cerebral palsy
who uses a power wheelchair and AAC, which educational
benefit best supports access to curriculum?
A. Providing the student with the necessary tools to achieve

curriculum standards.
B. Provide additional time for transitions only.
C. Reassign coursework to a resource room.
D. Increase one-on-one support in the hallway.

10. What considerations are essential when documenting a
dual-identified student (e.g., SLD and ADHD) in the IEP and
eligibility decisions?
A. Clearly differentiate impact of each disability, coordinate

supports, ensure goals address multiple needs, and synchronize
accommodations across settings.

B. Treat both diagnoses as a single entity and create generic
goals.

C. Focus only on SLD and ignore ADHD accommodations.
D. Delay documenting until re-evaluation.
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Answers
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1. D
2. D
3. B
4. B
5. D
6. D
7. C
8. B
9. A
10. A
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Explanations
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1. Which ASD-related characteristic best illustrates difficulty
interpreting sarcasm and humor in school contexts?
A. Impaired phonological processing
B. Difficulties with mathematical reasoning
C. Visual-spatial memory
D. Marked deficits in pragmatic language

Pragmatic language deficits explain this best. Pragmatic language is about using
language effectively in social contexts—understanding tone, intent, figurative or
nonliteral language, and adjusting communication to the listener and situation.
Interpreting sarcasm or humor requires picking up on cues like tone of voice, facial
expressions, and the surrounding context to infer that the speaker doesn’t mean what is
literally said. People with ASD often struggle with this social use of language, so they
may take statements at face value or miss the implied meaning. In school, this shows up
as misunderstandings of jokes or sarcastic feedback, misread social cues in classroom
discussions, and difficulty following classroom conversations that rely on nonliteral
language. The other options focus on unrelated domains—phonological processing is
about sound structure of language, mathematics concerns numerical reasoning, and
visual-spatial memory deals with spatial information—none specifically capture the
challenge of grasping nonliteral or socially nuanced language.

2. How do you determine the most appropriate assessment
battery for a student with suspected learning and language
differences?
A. Choose the shortest available assessment to minimize testing

time.
B. Use only the student’s native language tests, regardless of

context.
C. Rely on a single standardized test that is widely used for all

populations.
D. Consider language proficiency, cultural background, task

demands, dynamic assessment data, and the student’s
instructional history; select tools with established validity for
diverse populations.

The key idea is to build an assessment battery that captures how language, culture, and
prior learning history influence performance, rather than relying on a single test or a
one-size-fits-all approach. To do this well, you combine information about the student’s
language proficiency and cultural background with the demands of each task, use
dynamic assessment data to gauge learning potential, and consider the student’s
instructional history. Selecting tools that have established validity for diverse
populations helps ensure the results are meaningful and not biased by language or
cultural differences. This holistic approach helps distinguish language differences from
true learning difficulties and supports accurate identification and planning.  Aiming for
the shortest test ignores whether you’ve actually gathered enough information to make a
sound decision. Using only tests in the student’s native language, regardless of context,
can miss important aspects of skill development and the way tasks are presented in
school settings. Relying on a single standardized test that’s commonly used for many
populations often lacks validity for students with language differences and diverse
backgrounds.
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3. What is the purpose of a reliability coefficient, and how
might it influence interpretation of a score near a decision
point?
A. It determines a test’s validity in measuring the intended

construct.
B. It indicates how consistently a test measures a construct; low

reliability near a cutoff increases caution in decision-making
due to higher measurement error.

C. It sets the scoring rubric for the test.
D. It reflects the student’s effort during testing.

Reliability tells you how consistently a test measures a construct across items or
administrations, meaning scores are free from random error as much as possible. When a
score lies near a decision point, the amount of measurement error matters a lot because
a small amount of error could push that observed score above or below the cutoff. In
practice, you’d consider the standard error of measurement to understand how wide the
true-score interval around that observed score might be; if that interval crosses the
cutoff, making a high-stakes decision becomes riskier, and you might seek additional
evidence or another assessment. This emphasis on consistency and the impact of error
near thresholds is why this option is the best. The other ideas described—validity, a
scoring rubric, or effort—are separate concepts and don’t capture what a reliability
coefficient measures.

4. What is the role of Present Levels of Academic and
Functional Performance (PLAAFP) data in informing IEP
goals and services?
A. PLAAFP does not relate to goals.
B. PLAAFP data should directly inform and justify the goals and

services, linking performance, needs, and supports.
C. It determines only the student’s placement.
D. It describes only behavior.

PLAAFP data provide a current, evidence-based picture of where a student stands
academically and functionally. This snapshot is the anchor for an IEP because it shows
the gaps between the student’s present performance and the outcomes we want to
achieve, and it identifies the supports and services needed to close those gaps. By
explicitly connecting what the student can do with what they need to learn and how
they’ll be supported, PLAAFP justifies the specific annual goals and the related services,
accommodations, and modifications that will be provided. It covers both academic skills
and functional abilities (such as communication or daily living skills) and relies on data
from multiple sources like assessments, work samples, progress monitoring, and
observations. Because the data are updated regularly, PLAAFP informs progress toward
goals and any necessary adjustments to services or supports, ensuring the plan stays
aligned with the student’s needs.
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5. After discussing a reevaluation for a specific learning
disability in reading, which action should the educational
diagnostician take?
A. Scheduling another meeting without confirming details.
B. Providing a district-wide memo to staff about the discussion.
C. Sending a brief text message to the parents with the

decision.
D. Summarizing the discussion in a written document for the

educational record.
Documentation and formal communication of reevaluation results is required. After
evaluating a reading-specific learning disability, the educational diagnostician should
summarize the discussion, findings, and decisions in a written document and place it in
the student’s educational record. This written summary serves as the official record of
the reevaluation, informs the parents and the IEP team about eligibility, services, and
needed supports, and guides future planning. It also supports accountability,
confidentiality, and continuity of services across staff and time.  Other actions don’t
provide an official, individualized record or proper parent notification. Scheduling
another meeting without a formal written summary can leave decisions undocumented; a
district-wide memo is not specific to the student and may bypass the family; a text
message lacks the formal, verifiable documentation required for educational records and
safeguarding privacy.

6. What should be included about data interpretation when
results are inconsistent?
A. A straightforward interpretation based on the strongest score
B. A list of raw scores without interpretation
C. A single interpretation from one test
D. A comprehensive interpretation acknowledging variability

and its sources
When results are not consistent, the important idea is to interpret data in a way that
recognizes and explains variability rather than focusing on any one score. A
comprehensive interpretation looks at what the data consistently show, what remains
uncertain, and where variability comes from. It considers measurement reliability and
sources of error—like differences in testing conditions, day-to-day fluctuation, or the
complexity of the construct being measured—and explains how these factors might
influence the results.  This approach also uses multiple data points or measures to form a
balanced view, rather than relying on a single test. It discusses patterns over time or
across related indicators, notes margins of error or confidence in conclusions if
available, and explains how the findings should inform next steps, further assessment, or
interventions. By acknowledging variability and its sources, you provide a fair, actionable
interpretation that can guide decisions rather than overconfidently basing conclusions
on a single inconsistent result.
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7. Which group of professionals is described as
collaboratively developing a social communication skills
inventory to support postsecondary goals?
A. Educational diagnostician, general education teacher, and

school counselor.
B. Speech-language pathologist and occupational therapist.
C. Educational diagnostician, special education teacher,

speech-language pathologist, and transition specialist.
D. School psychologist, speech-language pathologist, and

classroom aide.
Collaborative transition planning hinges on combining assessment expertise with
practical instruction and real-world goal setting. A social communication skills inventory
is developed to pinpoint how a student communicates in social contexts and how that will
support success after high school. The educational diagnostician contributes data-driven
assessment, eligibility considerations, and how findings relate to the IEP. The special
education teacher uses those findings to shape instructional goals and coordinate
supports within the school context. The speech-language pathologist brings specialized
knowledge of language and pragmatic/social communication skills to ensure the tool
accurately reflects communication abilities and determines effective strategies. The
transition specialist keeps the focus on postsecondary outcomes, tying the inventory
results to concrete transition services and goals. Together, these roles cover assessment,
instruction, communication expertise, and transition planning, making this group the
best fit for collaboratively developing the inventory.

8. When proposing a full and initial evaluation, what must be
included in the written notice?
A. Budget estimate
B. Description of actions involved and the rationale for the

decision
C. List of teachers involved
D. Parent employment information

When proposing a full and initial evaluation, the written notice must clearly describe the
actions proposed (that is, the evaluations and procedures that will be used) and the
rationale for why those actions are being taken. This ensures parents understand exactly
what assessments will occur and why the district believes an evaluation is needed,
supporting informed participation and consent. Budget estimates, lists of teachers
involved, or parent employment information are not required components of this notice.
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9. At an ARD for a kindergarten student with cerebral palsy
who uses a power wheelchair and AAC, which educational
benefit best supports access to curriculum?
A. Providing the student with the necessary tools to achieve

curriculum standards.
B. Provide additional time for transitions only.
C. Reassign coursework to a resource room.
D. Increase one-on-one support in the hallway.

Focusing on access to curriculum means removing barriers so the student can participate
in and learn the same instructional content as peers. For a kindergartner using a power
wheelchair and AAC, the essential step is providing the tools that make the curriculum
accessible—such as an appropriately configured AAC device, mounting or positioning
supports for the wheelchair, adapted or accessible instructional materials, and any
needed classroom adaptations. When these tools are in place, the student can actively
engage with lessons, communicate ideas, and demonstrate progress toward standards,
within the general education environment.  Extra time for transitions helps with some
logistics, but it doesn’t ensure the student can access or participate in the curriculum.
Reassigning coursework to a resource room removes the student from the general
classroom and isolates learning from the rest of the curriculum. Increasing hallway
one-on-one support also doesn’t guarantee meaningful access to instructional content
inside the classroom or during instruction.  Providing the necessary tools directly
enables participation, interaction, and learning toward curriculum goals.
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10. What considerations are essential when documenting a
dual-identified student (e.g., SLD and ADHD) in the IEP and
eligibility decisions?
A. Clearly differentiate impact of each disability, coordinate

supports, ensure goals address multiple needs, and synchronize
accommodations across settings.

B. Treat both diagnoses as a single entity and create generic
goals.

C. Focus only on SLD and ignore ADHD accommodations.
D. Delay documenting until re-evaluation.

When a student has two identified disabilities, you document how each one uniquely
affects learning and daily functioning, and you plan supports that address both together.
Start by describing how the SLD impacts academic skills (for example, decoding, fluency,
or math problem-solving) and how ADHD affects attention, working memory, task
initiation, and organization. Then specify how the supports will address those distinct
needs: targeted, explicit instruction for the SLD paired with organizational and
executive-function strategies for ADHD.   The goals should reflect both areas—some
targets may be academic (improving reading comprehension or math accuracy) while
others address attention, task completion, or self-regulation. It’s common to have a mix
of goals that flow from each disability and some overarching goals that capture the
student’s functioning across settings. Equally important are accommodations and
instructional supports that stay consistent across environments—class, homeroom, and
any resource periods—to help the student bridge routines and reduce confusion.
Examples include extended time, chunking tasks, clear checklists, explicit behavior
supports, and seating or scheduling modifications. Progress monitoring should track
outcomes for each area and show how supports are helping, with data used to adjust
services.  Documentation for eligibility decisions should reflect data showing how each
disability contributes to the need for specialized instruction, and how they interact to
impede learning. This ensures the IEP outlines services and supports that are responsive
to both conditions, rather than treating them as a single, undifferentiated issue. Delaying
documentation or ignoring one area would miss the full picture of the student’s needs,
and treating them as one diagnosis would risk insufficient or misaligned supports.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://texes253.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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