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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.

Sample study guide, visit https://texes118.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 3

SAMPLE



How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://texes118.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 4

SAMPLE



Questions
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1. In the Battle of Galveston, Confederate forces retook Galveston Island
using which method?
A. Cotton Clads
B. Ironclads
C. Naval Bombardment
D. Amphibious Assault

2. The Maya civilization began around 2000 BCE and was located primarily in
which regions?
A. Southern Mexico and Guatemala
B. Northern Peru
C. Central Chile
D. Eastern Canada

3. Which issues did AGIF focus on?
A. Veterans' issues, education, and civil rights.
B. Labor rights and wage negotiations.
C. Environmental policy.
D. Trade and immigration policy.

4. Which of the following is true about John Adams?
A. He drafted the Constitution's Preamble.
B. He helped write the Declaration of Independence.
C. He served as a British ambassador.
D. He opposed independence.

5. Which agency oversees U.S. financial markets and accounting
standard-setting bodies?
A. Securities and Exchange Commission
B. Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
C. Tennessee Valley Authority
D. Civilian Conservation Corps
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6. Which imaginary line around the Earth is equally distant from both poles?
A. Equator
B. Prime Meridian
C. International Date Line
D. Tropic of Cancer

7. Curriculum-Based Assessments are designed to measure what?
A. Testing the curriculum being taught.
B. Measuring general intelligence.
C. Comparing students across districts.
D. Predicting future employment.

8. The mechanical reaper, developed by Cyrus McCormick, had what effect on
harvesting practices?
A. It replaced scythes as the preferred method of cutting crops for harvest.
B. It increased manual labor to harvest more crops.
C. It decreased crop yields due to mechanical failures.
D. It had little impact on harvest efficiency.

9. The Panama Canal: Where is it and who built it?
A. A ship canal 40 miles long across the Isthmus of Panama built by the United

States (1904-1914).
B. A river route in Panama connecting the Pacific and Atlantic that opened in

1800.
C. A canal in Panama constructed by the French in the 1800s but never

completed.
D. A canal in Central America connecting the Caribbean Sea to the Gulf of

Mexico.

10. Which achievements are credited to the Olmec civilization?
A. Inventing the long-count calendar, developing a writing system, and

remarkable stone carvings
B. Building the Great Wall
C. Creating the Mayan numerals only
D. Discovering iron smelting
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Answers
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1. A
2. A
3. A
4. B
5. A
6. A
7. A
8. A
9. A
10. A
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Explanations
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1. In the Battle of Galveston, Confederate forces retook Galveston Island
using which method?
A. Cotton Clads
B. Ironclads
C. Naval Bombardment
D. Amphibious Assault

Cotton-clads use improvised armor built from bales of cotton wrapped around wooden steamers. In Galveston,
Confederate forces relied on these lighter, quickly prepared vessels to close with the Union blockading fleet and
deliver a surprise attack. The cotton bales provided protection against shot while the maneuverable,
shallow-draft ships could operate in the harbor, allowing the Confederates to break the blockade and retake the
island with support from ground forces. Ironclads were powerful but scarce and not the method actually
employed here; naval bombardment alone wouldn’t have enabled the successful, close-quarters assault that the
cotton-clad ships facilitated.

2. The Maya civilization began around 2000 BCE and was located primarily in
which regions?
A. Southern Mexico and Guatemala
B. Northern Peru
C. Central Chile
D. Eastern Canada

The Maya emerged in Mesoamerica, with their heartland in the area of southern Mexico (the Yucatán Peninsula
and nearby regions) and Guatemala, extending into Belize and parts of Honduras. This makes southern Mexico
and Guatemala the best fit for where the Maya civilization began and was most concentrated. Northern Peru,
Central Chile, and Eastern Canada are associated with other civilizations and regions, not the Maya.

3. Which issues did AGIF focus on?
A. Veterans' issues, education, and civil rights.
B. Labor rights and wage negotiations.
C. Environmental policy.
D. Trade and immigration policy.

The main idea here is understanding what the American G.I. Forum focused on after World War II. AGIF was
formed to help returning veterans, especially Hispanic veterans, with the benefits and opportunities they were
promised. Its work centered on veterans’ issues, education, and civil rights—pushing for fair access to the GI Bill,
equal educational opportunities, and broader civil rights protections. These areas define AGIF’s priority agenda
and set it apart from groups focused mainly on labor rights, environmental policy, or trade and immigration
policy.
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4. Which of the following is true about John Adams?
A. He drafted the Constitution's Preamble.
B. He helped write the Declaration of Independence.
C. He served as a British ambassador.
D. He opposed independence.

John Adams played a key role in moving the colonies toward independence by helping write the Declaration of
Independence. He was part of the Continental Congress and joined the Committee of Five that prepared the
document, and he used his influence to rally support for it once Jefferson’s draft was ready. The Declaration was
primarily drafted by Thomas Jefferson, but Adams helped shape, defend, and persuade others to adopt it, which
is why this statement is true. He did not draft the Constitution’s Preamble—that honor goes to others like
Gouverneur Morris—and he did not oppose independence; he was a strong advocate. After independence, he did
serve as a diplomat for the United States in Britain and the Netherlands, representing the new nation, not as a
British ambassador.

5. Which agency oversees U.S. financial markets and accounting
standard-setting bodies?
A. Securities and Exchange Commission
B. Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
C. Tennessee Valley Authority
D. Civilian Conservation Corps

The key idea is which agency governs the money markets and the rules for financial reporting. The Securities
and Exchange Commission oversees U.S. financial markets—regulating stock exchanges, brokers and dealers,
and the disclosures that public companies must file. It also works with the financial accounting
standard-setters, requiring that companies follow U.S. GAAP for their financial statements, with the Financial
Accounting Standards Board (FASB) setting those standards and the SEC enforcing them for public companies.
The other options serve different purposes: bank deposit insurance, a regional utility, and a New Deal public
works program. So this agency is the one that best fits overseeing both markets and accounting standards.

6. Which imaginary line around the Earth is equally distant from both poles?
A. Equator
B. Prime Meridian
C. International Date Line
D. Tropic of Cancer

Understanding how latitude works helps here. The equator sits at zero degrees latitude, exactly halfway between
the North Pole and the South Pole. So, along any line of longitude, the distance from the equator to the North
Pole equals the distance from the equator to the South Pole. That makes the equator equally distant from both
poles. The other lines aren’t halfway: the Prime Meridian runs from pole to pole but passes through the poles
themselves, the International Date Line is a longitude near 180 degrees and not a midpoint in latitude, and the
Tropic of Cancer is a fixed latitude well north of the equator, so distances to the poles aren’t equal.
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7. Curriculum-Based Assessments are designed to measure what?
A. Testing the curriculum being taught.
B. Measuring general intelligence.
C. Comparing students across districts.
D. Predicting future employment.

Curriculum-based assessments measure what students have learned from the curriculum being taught. They’re
aligned with the standards and lessons, so the results show whether students have mastered the specific
content and skills that instruction targeted. This makes them especially useful for guiding instruction,
monitoring growth over time, and adjusting teaching to meet student needs. They aren’t designed to assess
general intelligence, make broad district-wide comparisons, or predict future employment, which involve
different kinds of assessments and long-term outcomes.

8. The mechanical reaper, developed by Cyrus McCormick, had what effect on
harvesting practices?
A. It replaced scythes as the preferred method of cutting crops for harvest.
B. It increased manual labor to harvest more crops.
C. It decreased crop yields due to mechanical failures.
D. It had little impact on harvest efficiency.

The key idea is that the mechanical reaper dramatically boosted harvest efficiency. By mechanizing the cutting
process, a single worker could harvest far more grain in a day than with a scythe, reducing the labor and time
required per acre. This made it feasible to work larger fields and helped spur the expansion of farming across
broader areas, especially in the Midwest and Great Plains. Because of these gains, the reaper largely became the
preferred tool for cutting crops at harvest, replacing the older hand-cutting method on many farms. The other
choices don’t fit the impact it had: it did not increase manual labor, it did not generally cause yields to drop due
to failures, and it did have a substantial effect on harvest efficiency.

9. The Panama Canal: Where is it and who built it?
A. A ship canal 40 miles long across the Isthmus of Panama built by the United

States (1904-1914).
B. A river route in Panama connecting the Pacific and Atlantic that opened in

1800.
C. A canal in Panama constructed by the French in the 1800s but never

completed.
D. A canal in Central America connecting the Caribbean Sea to the Gulf of

Mexico.
This question asks you to identify the Panama Canal by its location, what it is, and who built it. The best
description is that it is a ship canal about 40 miles long that runs across the Isthmus of Panama, built by the
United States from 1904 to 1914. This captures the essential facts: it connects the Pacific and Atlantic
(Caribbean) Oceans, and its construction was completed by the United States after an earlier French effort. The
other options mix up details—one suggests a river route opened in 1800, another credits the French with a
completion that never happened, and another points to a different Central American waterway—none of which
match the actual canal.
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10. Which achievements are credited to the Olmec civilization?
A. Inventing the long-count calendar, developing a writing system, and

remarkable stone carvings
B. Building the Great Wall
C. Creating the Mayan numerals only
D. Discovering iron smelting

The Olmec are known for laying the groundwork of complex culture in Mesoamerica through monumental
sculpture, early symbolic markings that point to a writing-like system, and ideas about timekeeping that
influenced later civilizations. That combination—a calendar concept such as the long-count, a developing writing
system, and remarkable stone carvings—best fits what archaeologists attribute to the Olmec, making them stand
out as early innovators in the region. In contrast, the Great Wall is a Chinese project, Maya numerals belong to
the Maya civilization that followed, and iron smelting is a later technology not associated with the Olmec era.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://texes118.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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