
Texas Home Inspector
Practice Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. Visit https://homeinspector-texas.examzify.com



Copyright © 2025 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

1Sample study guide. Visit https://homeinspector-texas.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Questions

2Sample study guide. Visit https://homeinspector-texas.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. According to regulations, how should inspectors test
accessible smoke alarms?
A. By manual testing using an approved method
B. By visual inspection only
C. By using water
D. By overloading the circuit

2. What is the primary purpose of a home inspection?
A. To confirm the home meets local aesthetic standards
B. To identify cosmetic defects only
C. To provide a thorough evaluation of a property's condition
D. To assess the resale value of a home

3. What type of insulation is commonly used in attics?
A. Mineral wool
B. Polystyrene panels
C. Fiberglass batts or blown-in cellulose
D. Spray foam insulation

4. What must an applicant have at the time of application to
be eligible for a professional inspector license?
A. Work experience
B. All of these
C. Approval from a mentor
D. Proof of insurance

5. Why is it important to check the age of the roof during an
inspection?
A. To check for any visible leaks
B. To evaluate its remaining lifespan and potential need for

replacement
C. To determine the color of roofing material
D. To inspect for proper installation
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6. What does the acronym TREC stand for?
A. Texas Real Estate Commission
B. Texas Realty Evaluation Council
C. Texas Reinvestment and Employment Council
D. Texas Regulatory Education Committee

7. What is the maximum number of continuing education
credit hours an inspector can receive for any single subject?
A. 8 hours
B. 12 hours
C. 16 hours
D. 20 hours

8. What is the primary purpose of a home inspection?
A. To assess the condition of a property and identify any

potential issues
B. To provide an estimated market value of the property
C. To ensure the property is up to code
D. To prepare the property for sale

9. How many hours of classroom training are required for
home inspector licensing in Texas?
A. 100 hours
B. 120 hours
C. 128 hours
D. 150 hours

10. What is the importance of checking for proper insulation
in a home?
A. It helps in reducing outside noise
B. It prevents pests from entering the home
C. It ensures adequate temperature control and energy

efficiency
D. It enhances the aesthetic appearance of the attic
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1. A
2. C
3. C
4. B
5. B
6. A
7. C
8. A
9. C
10. C
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Explanations

7Sample study guide. Visit https://homeinspector-texas.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. According to regulations, how should inspectors test
accessible smoke alarms?
A. By manual testing using an approved method
B. By visual inspection only
C. By using water
D. By overloading the circuit

The proper method for testing accessible smoke alarms is through manual testing using
an approved method. This typically involves pressing the test button on the smoke alarm
to ensure it functions correctly and emits an audible alarm sound. This is a vital step in
verifying that the smoke alarm is operational and ready to alert occupants in the event of
smoke or fire.  Visual inspection alone does not ensure that the smoke alarm is
functioning properly; it may appear intact but could still be non-operational due to
various factors, such as battery failure.   Using water to test smoke alarms is not
appropriate as it could damage the unit and render it inoperable. Similarly, overloading
the circuit can present safety hazards, and it does not provide a measure of the smoke
alarm's functionality.   Therefore, manual testing aligns with regulations and best
practices in home inspections, ensuring that safety devices are fully operational to
protect residents.

2. What is the primary purpose of a home inspection?
A. To confirm the home meets local aesthetic standards
B. To identify cosmetic defects only
C. To provide a thorough evaluation of a property's condition
D. To assess the resale value of a home

The primary purpose of a home inspection is to provide a thorough evaluation of a
property's condition. This process involves a comprehensive assessment of the home’s
structure, systems, and components, including the roof, foundation, electrical systems,
plumbing, and HVAC. By conducting such a detailed inspection, a home inspector can
uncover potential issues, safety hazards, and maintenance needs that might not be
immediately visible to a buyer or homeowner.   This evaluation is critical for ensuring
that buyers make informed decisions based on the actual condition of the property, thus
protecting their investment. The information gathered during the inspection can aid in
negotiations, planning for repairs, and understanding the overall health of the home.   In
contrast to this, confirming aesthetic standards, identifying only cosmetic defects, or
assessing the resale value of a home do not encapsulate the full scope of a home
inspector's role. Aesthetic standards are subjective and do not reflect the functional
safety or integrity of the home, while focusing solely on cosmetic issues excludes
significant structural or system-related concerns. Similarly, resale value assessment is
not the primary objective of a home inspection; rather, it is about identifying the home's
condition to help the buyer evaluate potential expenses and necessary repairs.
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3. What type of insulation is commonly used in attics?
A. Mineral wool
B. Polystyrene panels
C. Fiberglass batts or blown-in cellulose
D. Spray foam insulation

Fiberglass batts and blown-in cellulose are widely used in attics due to their effective
thermal insulation properties, cost efficiency, and ease of installation. Fiberglass batts
come in pre-cut pieces that fit between attic joists, providing an efficient method to
insulate the space. Blown-in cellulose, made from recycled paper products, is a versatile
material that can fill gaps and contours, making it ideal for irregularly shaped attic
spaces.  These types of insulation are chosen for their ability to reduce heat loss during
the winter and heat gain during the summer, helping to maintain a more consistent
temperature in the home. Additionally, both fiberglass and cellulose have a good balance
of thermal resistance, also known as R-value, which is essential for effective insulation. 
Though other options like mineral wool, polystyrene panels, and spray foam insulation
have their merits and applications, they are not as commonly utilized in attics as
fiberglass batts and blown-in cellulose. Mineral wool is often used in different locations
due to its fire resistance, while polystyrene panels are more suited for areas requiring
structural insulation. Spray foam insulation provides a superior air seal and higher
R-values but can be more expensive and labor-intensive, making it less common for
standard attic insulation compared to fiberglass and

4. What must an applicant have at the time of application to
be eligible for a professional inspector license?
A. Work experience
B. All of these
C. Approval from a mentor
D. Proof of insurance

To be eligible for a professional inspector license, an applicant must meet specific
requirements. One of the critical components is that they must have relevant work
experience, which ensures that the inspector has practical knowledge of the field before
operating independently. Additionally, approval from a mentor can be vital, as it typically
signifies that the applicant has been guided by an experienced inspector who vouches for
their competence. Proof of insurance is also essential, as it protects both the inspector
and their clients from potential liabilities.  These elements collectively ensure that
applicants are well-prepared and qualified to carry out inspections effectively and
responsibly, adhering to industry standards and regulations. Thus, having work
experience, mentor approval, and proof of insurance are all necessary conditions that
confirm the applicant's readiness to work as a professional inspector.

9Sample study guide. Visit https://homeinspector-texas.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



5. Why is it important to check the age of the roof during an
inspection?
A. To check for any visible leaks
B. To evaluate its remaining lifespan and potential need for

replacement
C. To determine the color of roofing material
D. To inspect for proper installation

Understanding the age of the roof is crucial during an inspection because it directly
relates to its remaining lifespan and the likelihood of needing replacement in the near
future. Roofs have a finite lifespan, often specified by manufacturers as part of warranty
information. By assessing the age, home inspectors can estimate how many years of
service the roof might have left, which is essential for potential buyers or homeowners to
make informed decisions about maintenance, budgeting for future repairs, or planning
for possible capital expenditures.  Knowing the remaining lifespan allows the inspector to
communicate any immediate or long-term concerns to clients, helping them avoid
unexpected costs associated with roof failure. This assessment can also influence
insurance premiums and the overall value of the property. Thus, evaluating the roof's age
is integral to a comprehensive home inspection.

6. What does the acronym TREC stand for?
A. Texas Real Estate Commission
B. Texas Realty Evaluation Council
C. Texas Reinvestment and Employment Council
D. Texas Regulatory Education Committee

The acronym TREC stands for the Texas Real Estate Commission, which is the state
agency responsible for regulating real estate transactions and licensing real estate
professionals in Texas. TREC's primary role is to protect the interests of the public in real
estate transactions by ensuring that real estate agents and brokers adhere to the
relevant laws and ethical standards. This oversight includes developing and enforcing
rules, conducting investigations, and managing the licensing process for real estate
professionals. The agency also provides education and resources to both the industry and
the public to help facilitate informed real estate decisions. Understanding TREC's
purpose and functions is vital for anyone involved in real estate in Texas, as it directly
impacts licensing, compliance, and consumer protection within the industry.
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7. What is the maximum number of continuing education
credit hours an inspector can receive for any single subject?
A. 8 hours
B. 12 hours
C. 16 hours
D. 20 hours

The correct answer is based on the regulations governing continuing education for
inspectors in Texas, which stipulates that a maximum of 16 credit hours can be earned
for any single subject. This limit ensures a well-rounded education for inspectors,
encouraging them to diversify their learning by covering a broader range of topics rather
than focusing excessively on one area. By establishing this cap, the regulatory body
promotes the importance of comprehensive knowledge and skill development, which is
essential for effective home inspection practices. Understanding the significance of this
limitation can help inspectors in planning their continuing education to maintain
compliance and enhance their proficiency in a variety of relevant subjects.

8. What is the primary purpose of a home inspection?
A. To assess the condition of a property and identify any

potential issues
B. To provide an estimated market value of the property
C. To ensure the property is up to code
D. To prepare the property for sale

The primary purpose of a home inspection is to assess the condition of a property and
identify any potential issues. This evaluation is crucial for potential homebuyers as it
provides a comprehensive overview of the property’s current state. Home inspectors look
for various defects or deficiencies that could affect the safety, functionality, and
longevity of the home. This includes checking systems such as plumbing, electrical, and
HVAC, along with the structural integrity of the house itself.   Identifying these issues
allows buyers to make informed decisions about their purchase, negotiating repairs or
adjustments to the sale price if necessary. While other aspects such as ensuring
compliance with building codes or preparing the property for sale are relevant, they are
not the primary focus of a home inspection. The main goal remains to ensure that buyers
are fully aware of the property’s condition before finalizing their purchase.
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9. How many hours of classroom training are required for
home inspector licensing in Texas?
A. 100 hours
B. 120 hours
C. 128 hours
D. 150 hours

The requirement for classroom training hours for home inspector licensing in Texas is
set at 128 hours. This training is essential as it provides aspiring home inspectors with
the necessary knowledge and skills to conduct thorough inspections and understand the
various components of residential properties. The 128 hours typically cover a range of
topics, including structural systems, plumbing, electrical systems, HVAC, and other
critical areas of home inspection.   Having this specific amount of training aligns with
the regulatory framework in Texas, ensuring that home inspectors are adequately
prepared to perform their duties competently and professionally. The educational
requirements are designed to cultivate a well-rounded understanding of home systems
and inspection techniques, thereby ensuring the safety and satisfaction of homeowners
and stakeholders in the real estate market.

10. What is the importance of checking for proper insulation
in a home?
A. It helps in reducing outside noise
B. It prevents pests from entering the home
C. It ensures adequate temperature control and energy

efficiency
D. It enhances the aesthetic appearance of the attic

Checking for proper insulation in a home is critical because it plays a fundamental role
in ensuring adequate temperature control and energy efficiency. Proper insulation helps
maintain a consistent indoor temperature by reducing the amount of heat that escapes
during colder months and minimizing heat gain in warmer months. This temperature
regulation leads to a more comfortable living environment and allows heating and
cooling systems to operate more efficiently. As a result, homeowners can experience
lower energy bills due to reduced demand on HVAC systems. This is especially significant
in regions with extreme weather conditions, making insulation a vital component for
energy conservation and sustainability in home design.   While reducing outside noise,
preventing pests, and enhancing aesthetic appeal are secondary benefits, they do not
address the primary function of insulation related to energy efficiency and temperature
control.
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