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1. What is the recommended stopping distance for a school
bus?
A. 20 feet
B. 30 feet
C. 50 feet
D. Depends on speed and weather conditions

2. What kind of license is needed to drive a school bus in
Texas?
A. A Class A Commercial Driver’s License
B. A Class B Commercial Driver’s License with a School Bus (S)

endorsement
C. A Class C Commercial Driver’s License
D. A regular driver’s license

3. What type of mirrors are used to monitor traffic and
clearances on the sides and to the rear of the bus?
A. Interior rear view mirrors
B. Left and right flat mirrors
C. Left and right convex mirrors
D. Crossover mirrors

4. Which scenario is NOT a valid reason for making an
emergency evacuation?
A. Engine failure
B. Stuck in traffic
C. Fire in the bus
D. Medical emergency

5. In the event of an emergency, what is the first thing a bus
driver should do?
A. Check the bus for damages
B. Ensure the safety of the passengers
C. Call for emergency services
D. Notify the transportation supervisor
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6. How should a school bus driver deal with an unexpected
emergency?
A. Follow standard safety protocols
B. Rely on others for instructions
C. Ignore it and continue driving
D. Speed up to safety

7. When is it necessary for a bus operator to wear a seatbelt
according to regulation?
A. Only during school hours
B. Whenever the vehicle is moving
C. Only while transporting children
D. When the bus is on interstate highways

8. What is the maximum number of hours a bus driver can
drive continuously according to Texas regulations?
A. 8 hours
B. 10 hours
C. 12 hours
D. 14 hours

9. How far in advance should a driver turn on flashing amber
lights before a school bus stop?
A. 200 feet
B. 300 feet
C. 500 feet
D. 1000 feet

10. What precaution should be taken when driving in fog?
A. Use high beam headlights
B. Drive at the speed limit
C. Use low beam headlights
D. Keep windows closed
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Answers
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1. D
2. B
3. B
4. B
5. B
6. A
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. C
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Explanations
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1. What is the recommended stopping distance for a school
bus?
A. 20 feet
B. 30 feet
C. 50 feet
D. Depends on speed and weather conditions

The recommended stopping distance for a school bus indeed varies based on speed and
weather conditions. This approach is crucial because numerous factors affect a bus's
ability to stop safely. The speed at which a bus is traveling directly influences how far it
will travel before coming to a complete stop; higher speeds necessitate longer stopping
distances.   Additionally, environmental factors such as wet or icy roads, poor visibility,
or other adverse weather conditions can significantly affect traction and braking
efficiency. In such situations, a larger stopping distance is essential to ensure the safety
of the bus passengers, pedestrians, and other vehicles on the road. Therefore,
understanding that stopping distance is not fixed but instead depends on these dynamic
conditions is essential for safe driving practices.

2. What kind of license is needed to drive a school bus in
Texas?
A. A Class A Commercial Driver’s License
B. A Class B Commercial Driver’s License with a School Bus (S)

endorsement
C. A Class C Commercial Driver’s License
D. A regular driver’s license

To drive a school bus in Texas, a Class B Commercial Driver's License with a School Bus
(S) endorsement is required. This is because a Class B license permits the operation of
vehicles designed to transport 24 or more passengers, or a vehicle with a gross vehicle
weight rating (GVWR) of 26,001 pounds or more. Additionally, the School Bus (S)
endorsement specifically certifies the driver to operate a school bus, ensuring that they
have met the necessary training and safety standards for transporting students.  The
requirement for this specific type of license underscores the importance of having
trained drivers who understand the rules and regulations governing the operation of
school buses. This ensures the safety of students as they are transported to and from
school or school-related activities. The licensing process involves passing both written
and skills tests, as well as background checks, further emphasizing the responsibility
involved in school bus operation.
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3. What type of mirrors are used to monitor traffic and
clearances on the sides and to the rear of the bus?
A. Interior rear view mirrors
B. Left and right flat mirrors
C. Left and right convex mirrors
D. Crossover mirrors

The use of left and right flat mirrors is crucial for a bus driver to effectively monitor
traffic and clearances on both sides and at the rear of the bus. Flat mirrors provide a true
representation of the area surrounding the bus, which helps drivers gauge distances
accurately.   These mirrors are vital for safety, allowing drivers to see vehicles in adjacent
lanes and assess the proximity of obstacles when making turns or lane changes. While
convex mirrors, for example, are also beneficial for providing a wider field of view, they
can distort distances, which may lead to miscalculations. Similarly, the interior rearview
mirror primarily focuses on the rear view, leaving blind spots on the sides unmonitored,
and crossover mirrors are typically arranged to help reduce blind spots but serve a
somewhat different purpose.  In contrast, relying solely on the other types of mirrors
would not provide the comprehensive and accurate visibility required to navigate safely
around larger vehicles like buses. Thus, the left and right flat mirrors are essential for
ensuring that a driver has a complete understanding of their immediate surroundings.

4. Which scenario is NOT a valid reason for making an
emergency evacuation?
A. Engine failure
B. Stuck in traffic
C. Fire in the bus
D. Medical emergency

Making an emergency evacuation is typically dictated by the circumstances requiring
immediate action to ensure the safety of all individuals on board. Scenarios such as
engine failure, fire in the bus, or a medical emergency represent immediate threats that
could result in injury or loss of life, warranting an evacuation.  Engine failure can lead to
a situation where the bus is unable to move, potentially stranding passengers in a
dangerous setting, especially if the bus is in a high traffic area or if other issues arise
from the failure. A fire in the bus is undeniably a critical situation that poses an
immediate life-threatening hazard, necessitating a rapid evacuation to protect
passengers from smoke inhalation or burns. Similarly, a medical emergency involves a
situation where immediate action is necessary for the health and safety of a passenger,
which can also require an evacuation to provide prompt medical attention.  On the other
hand, being stuck in traffic does not inherently pose an immediate risk that would justify
an emergency evacuation. While it may be inconvenient or frustrating, it does not usually
involve a direct threat to safety that would require passengers to exit the bus urgently.
This distinction makes it clear why this particular scenario is not considered a valid
reason for making an emergency evacuation.

9Sample study guide. Visit https://txbusdriverrecert.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



5. In the event of an emergency, what is the first thing a bus
driver should do?
A. Check the bus for damages
B. Ensure the safety of the passengers
C. Call for emergency services
D. Notify the transportation supervisor

The priority for any bus driver in an emergency situation is to ensure the safety of
passengers. This means assessing the immediate environment for threats, ensuring that
all passengers are safe from harm, and providing them with guidance on what actions to
take next. Keeping the passengers calm and secure can help mitigate panic and prevent
injuries.  Once the safety of the passengers is confirmed, a bus driver can then proceed to
assess any damages, contact emergency services, or notify a supervisor, but the
well-being of those on the bus takes precedence above all else. This approach aligns with
emergency response protocols that emphasize protecting individuals and maintaining
order during crises.

6. How should a school bus driver deal with an unexpected
emergency?
A. Follow standard safety protocols
B. Rely on others for instructions
C. Ignore it and continue driving
D. Speed up to safety

Following standard safety protocols is the most appropriate course of action for a school
bus driver dealing with an unexpected emergency. These protocols are designed to
ensure the safety of the students and the driver. In emergency situations, adhering to
established procedures helps maintain order and allows the driver to handle the situation
professionally and effectively.  Standard safety protocols typically include steps such as
turning on hazard lights, slowing down, communicating with dispatch, and ensuring
passengers are secure. By following these protocols, the driver can assess the situation
more clearly and make informed decisions based on training and experience.  In contrast,
relying on others for instructions can introduce confusion and delay, potentially
exacerbating the emergency. Ignoring the emergency completely and continuing to drive
places everyone on board at significant risk. Similarly, speeding up to safety could lead to
more dangerous outcomes, as it may not allow for proper assessment of the situation or
the condition of the passengers.  The driver’s responsibility is to prioritize the safety of
all individuals on the bus, and following established safety protocols is the best way to
achieve that during an unexpected emergency.
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7. When is it necessary for a bus operator to wear a seatbelt
according to regulation?
A. Only during school hours
B. Whenever the vehicle is moving
C. Only while transporting children
D. When the bus is on interstate highways

A bus operator is required to wear a seatbelt whenever the vehicle is moving, as this
regulation is fundamental for ensuring the safety of the driver and the passengers. This
requirement is in line with broader safety measures that aim to protect individuals in the
vehicle during travel, reducing the likelihood of injury in the event of an accident.  
Wearing a seatbelt is critical regardless of the specific circumstances such as the time of
day, whether or not children are being transported, or the type of roads being traversed,
including interstate highways. The idea is to have a consistent practice that safeguards
the driver at all times when the bus is in transit. This emphasizes the commitment to
safety that is paramount in school transportation and aligns with regulatory standards.

8. What is the maximum number of hours a bus driver can
drive continuously according to Texas regulations?
A. 8 hours
B. 10 hours
C. 12 hours
D. 14 hours

The maximum number of hours a bus driver can drive continuously according to Texas
regulations is 10 hours. This regulation is in place to ensure the safety of both the driver
and the passengers by preventing fatigue while operating the vehicle.   Driving for more
than this time can lead to decreased alertness and increased risk of accidents. It is
important for bus drivers to adhere to this regulation as it is designed to promote the
overall safety and well-being of everyone on the road.   Understanding and observing this
limit is crucial for maintaining safe driving practices in all commercial transportation
activities.

9. How far in advance should a driver turn on flashing amber
lights before a school bus stop?
A. 200 feet
B. 300 feet
C. 500 feet
D. 1000 feet

Turning on the flashing amber lights 300 feet before a school bus stop is essential for
ensuring the safety of students as they approach or depart from the bus. This distance
provides adequate warning to both drivers and pedestrians that the bus is preparing to
stop. By signaling 300 feet in advance, drivers have enough time to react, slow down, and
prepare to stop safely. This practice is not only a safety measure but is also mandated by
Texas law to protect children who may be crossing the street or waiting at the bus stop. 
Being appropriately aware of the bus's indicators is crucial as it allows other motorists
on the road to be cautious and vigilant, thus minimizing the risk of accidents in school
zones. Adhering to this protocol helps create a safer environment for children traveling
to and from school.
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10. What precaution should be taken when driving in fog?
A. Use high beam headlights
B. Drive at the speed limit
C. Use low beam headlights
D. Keep windows closed

Using low beam headlights is the correct approach when driving in fog because they
provide better illumination of the road without causing the light to reflect off the fog,
which can create a glare that obscures visibility. High beam headlights tend to reflect off
the moisture in the fog, causing a blinding effect that reduces how much you can see. By
utilizing low beam headlights, drivers can enhance their ability to see the roadway and
any obstacles while maintaining a safer environment for themselves and others on the
road.  Driving at the speed limit may not be appropriate in foggy conditions since the
speed limit is set for clear conditions. In fog, reduced visibility typically requires slower
speeds to ensure safety. Keeping windows closed doesn’t specifically address fog visibility
and may be less relevant than adjusting your headlights. Therefore, using low beam
headlights allows for a more secure and perceptive driving experience during such
weather conditions.
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