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1. What is the maximum number of people that can legally be
on a personal watercraft (PWC)?
A. Two people
B. As many people as the manufacturer designates
C. Three people
D. Five people

2. Which type of vessel requires a Texas Boater Education
Card?
A. Non-motorized vessels
B. Motorized vessels under 15 horsepower
C. Motorized vessels over 15 horsepower
D. Sailboats only

3. Why should you avoid alcohol consumption while boating?
A. Alcohol is a good source of energy for long trips
B. Alcohol enhances your awareness of surroundings
C. Alcohol impairs judgment and reaction time, increasing the

risk of accidents
D. Alcohol helps you stay warm during cool weather

4. What is the main purpose of navigation charts?
A. To help with fishing locations
B. To provide information about water depths and hazards
C. To showcase scenic areas of the water
D. To display weather patterns

5. What causes a Personal Flotation Device (PFD) to wear out
over time?
A. Improper storage
B. Exposure to ultraviolet rays from the sun
C. Contact with saltwater
D. Heavy use in cold water

3Sample study guide. Visit https://texasboated.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



6. What is the effect of alcohol on boating safety?
A. It improves coordination
B. It has no effect
C. It impairs judgment and reaction time
D. It helps with navigation skills

7. What should you do if you encounter a storm while
boating?
A. Continue your journey as planned
B. Seek shelter immediately and head to the nearest safe harbor
C. Anchor firmly and wait for the storm to pass
D. Call for help and remain in open water

8. What equipment is mandatory on all powerboats?
A. A GPS device, map, and a first aid kit
B. A fire extinguisher, PFDs, and a sound-producing device
C. A fishing rod, flag, and extra fuel
D. An anchor, flare, and a compass

9. Why is it important to have a float plan?
A. It provides detailed trip information for safety
B. It serves as a guide for fishing locations
C. It outlines the cost of the journey
D. It is a requirement by law

10. What should you do if you see a red buoy?
A. Remove it from water
B. Keep it on your left side when returning to harbor
C. Keep it on your right side when returning to harbor
D. Circle around it
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. C
4. B
5. B
6. C
7. B
8. B
9. A
10. C
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Explanations
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1. What is the maximum number of people that can legally be
on a personal watercraft (PWC)?
A. Two people
B. As many people as the manufacturer designates
C. Three people
D. Five people

The correct response highlights that the maximum number of people allowed on a
personal watercraft (PWC) is defined by the manufacturer's specifications. Each PWC is
designed to accommodate a certain number of passengers based on its size, weight limit,
and safety standards outlined by the manufacturer. This ensures that the vessel remains
stable and safe to operate, as exceeding the recommended passenger limit could lead to
unsafe handling, increased risk of capsizing, or other hazards.  In contrast, the other
options suggest fixed numbers of passengers without considering the manufacturer's
guidelines, which can vary significantly between different types and models of PWCs.
Hence, relying solely on a specific numerical limit fails to account for the variety in
design and capacity of these watercraft.

2. Which type of vessel requires a Texas Boater Education
Card?
A. Non-motorized vessels
B. Motorized vessels under 15 horsepower
C. Motorized vessels over 15 horsepower
D. Sailboats only

In Texas, a Boater Education Card is required for operators of motorized vessels that
exceed 15 horsepower. This regulation is part of an effort to promote safety and
responsible boating practices among individuals who operate motorized vessels. The
requirement is influenced by the increased potential for accidents and the complexity
involved in operating more powerful boats.   Those operating non-motorized vessels or
motorized vessels with 15 horsepower or less are exempt from this requirement,
reflecting an understanding that lower-powered crafts usually present fewer risks.
Similarly, sailboats, which may or may not have a motor, are not categorized in a way that
requires the Boater Education Card unless they also meet the criteria involving
motorized propulsion over the specified limit. This clear distinction helps streamline
regulations and focuses educational efforts on those who are operating boats that pose a
greater safety risk due to their power and speed.
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3. Why should you avoid alcohol consumption while boating?
A. Alcohol is a good source of energy for long trips
B. Alcohol enhances your awareness of surroundings
C. Alcohol impairs judgment and reaction time, increasing the

risk of accidents
D. Alcohol helps you stay warm during cool weather

Avoiding alcohol consumption while boating is crucial primarily because it impairs
judgment and reaction time, which significantly increases the risk of accidents. When
operating a boat, maintaining clear judgment is essential for safely navigating
waterways, reacting appropriately to unexpected situations, and making timely decisions.
Alcohol can alter perception and hinder coordination, making it challenging to operate a
vessel effectively.   The pressure of waves, the movement of the boat, and the need to
monitor other vessels or obstacles require complete focus, which alcohol consumption
can severely compromise. Additionally, boating presents unique challenges, including
potential weather changes and navigating different types of water, all of which demand
sharp cognitive and physical responses.  While other choices might suggest benefits of
alcohol, such as warmth or enhanced awareness, these claims do not reflect the reality of
how alcohol affects the body and mind, especially in a potentially dangerous environment
like boating. Staying sober and alert ensures not only your safety but also the safety of
passengers and others sharing the water.

4. What is the main purpose of navigation charts?
A. To help with fishing locations
B. To provide information about water depths and hazards
C. To showcase scenic areas of the water
D. To display weather patterns

Navigation charts serve a crucial role in maritime safety and navigation by providing
essential information about water depths and potential hazards. These charts are
specifically designed to guide boaters, helping them to understand the underwater
topography, identify areas that may be dangerous, such as rocks or shallow areas, and
ensure they can navigate safely on their journey.   The information presented includes
details about channel markers, navigational aids, and other critical features that impact
safe passage. By using navigation charts, boaters can make informed decisions, avoid
accidents, and ensure they remain in safe water depths while traveling. This fundamental
understanding is why the correct answer centers on the provision of data regarding water
depths and hazards, making navigation charts an indispensable tool for anyone venturing
onto the water.
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5. What causes a Personal Flotation Device (PFD) to wear out
over time?
A. Improper storage
B. Exposure to ultraviolet rays from the sun
C. Contact with saltwater
D. Heavy use in cold water

Exposure to ultraviolet rays from the sun is indeed a significant factor that causes a
Personal Flotation Device (PFD) to wear out over time. UV rays can damage the materials
that make up a PFD, such as the fabric and any coatings or buoyant materials. Over
prolonged periods of exposure, the material can degrade, losing its strength and
effectiveness, which can compromise the PFD’s ability to keep a person afloat in an
emergency.  While improper storage, contact with saltwater, and heavy use in cold water
can also contribute to the wear and tear of a PFD, the specific and direct impact of UV
exposure is particularly notable because it can happen even when the PFD is not in active
use. Regularly checking and properly maintaining PFDs, including storing them away
from direct sunlight, can help extend their lifespan and ensure they function correctly
when needed.

6. What is the effect of alcohol on boating safety?
A. It improves coordination
B. It has no effect
C. It impairs judgment and reaction time
D. It helps with navigation skills

Alcohol significantly impairs judgment and reaction time, which are critical components
of safe boating. When consumed, alcohol affects the central nervous system, leading to
decreased cognitive function, slower reflexes, and diminished ability to make sound
decisions. These impairments can lead to poor navigational choices, inability to respond
to emergencies, and an increased risk of accidents on the water.  Due to these safety
concerns, it's crucial for boaters to remain sober and aware while operating their vessels.
Understanding the effects of alcohol on the body, especially in a dynamic environment
like boating, highlights the importance of responsible drinking behavior to ensure not
only personal safety but also the safety of those aboard and other boaters.
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7. What should you do if you encounter a storm while
boating?
A. Continue your journey as planned
B. Seek shelter immediately and head to the nearest safe harbor
C. Anchor firmly and wait for the storm to pass
D. Call for help and remain in open water

When encountering a storm while boating, seeking shelter immediately and heading to
the nearest safe harbor is the most appropriate course of action. Storms can create
hazardous conditions on the water, including strong winds, high waves, and reduced
visibility. Heading for shelter allows you to avoid these dangers and secure your safety. 
By seeking safe harbor, you can reduce the risk of capsizing or being overwhelmed by the
elements. Safe harbors provide a location where you can safely wait out the storm,
ensuring that you and your passengers remain out of harm’s way. This response is
particularly crucial as visibility and navigability can rapidly deteriorate during a storm,
making it dangerous to continue your journey.  Remaining in open water, waiting for the
storm to pass, or trying to anchor may leave you vulnerable to the storm's effects.
Therefore, heading to the nearest safe harbor is the most responsible and safe choice in
such circumstances.

8. What equipment is mandatory on all powerboats?
A. A GPS device, map, and a first aid kit
B. A fire extinguisher, PFDs, and a sound-producing device
C. A fishing rod, flag, and extra fuel
D. An anchor, flare, and a compass

The mandatory equipment for all powerboats includes a fire extinguisher, personal
flotation devices (PFDs), and a sound-producing device. This requirement is in place to
ensure the safety of everyone onboard.  Having a fire extinguisher is crucial due to the
risk of fire from the fuel and engine on a powerboat. In case of an emergency, being able
to quickly access a fire extinguisher can be vital in preventing a small fire from becoming
uncontrollable.  Personal flotation devices are essential safety items as they provide
buoyancy and can help prevent drowning in case someone falls overboard or if the boat
capsizes. Regulations typically require that there is one PFD for each person on board,
and it must be readily accessible.  A sound-producing device, such as a horn or whistle, is
important for signaling to other vessels or alerting potential rescuers in case of an
emergency. It is a critical communication tool on the water, especially in situations
where visibility is poor or during certain navigational maneuvers.  While other options
may include useful items for boating, they do not meet the legal requirements that apply
universally to all powerboats, making the combination of a fire extinguisher, PFDs, and a
sound-producing device the correct answer
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9. Why is it important to have a float plan?
A. It provides detailed trip information for safety
B. It serves as a guide for fishing locations
C. It outlines the cost of the journey
D. It is a requirement by law

Having a float plan is crucial because it provides detailed trip information for safety.
When engaging in boating activities, a float plan outlines key specifics such as the
destination, expected return time, and the number of passengers aboard. This
information is essential for emergency situations; if a boater does not return as planned,
search and rescue teams can use the float plan to quickly narrow down where to begin
their search. By knowing where you are headed and when you are expected back, the risk
to safety decreases significantly, as it ensures that someone is aware of your whereabouts
and can take action if necessary.   Other options like serving as a guide for fishing
locations or outlining the cost of the journey do not capture the primary purpose of a
float plan, which is centered on enhancing safety through communication and
preparedness. Although legal requirements can apply to some boating activities, the
emphasis on safety and coordination makes the detailed trip information the most
critical aspect of having a float plan.

10. What should you do if you see a red buoy?
A. Remove it from water
B. Keep it on your left side when returning to harbor
C. Keep it on your right side when returning to harbor
D. Circle around it

When navigating with buoys, understanding the color and shape of the buoy is crucial for
safe boating. A red buoy signifies that the object is part of the right side of the channel
when you are returning from the sea to a harbor. This is in accordance with the "red
right returning" principle, which indicates that as a boater, you should keep red markers
on your starboard (right) side when heading back to your starting point, such as a
harbor.  This principle helps maintain a clear and safe path through navigable waters,
ensuring that vessels can safely pass through channels without running aground or
colliding with obstructions. Therefore, when you see a red buoy, the appropriate action is
to keep it to your right as you return to harbor.
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