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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which task is not a duty of the court reporter?
A. Record all criminal trials in superior court
B. Maintain court records
C. Interpret evidence
D. Transcribe proceedings

2. In order to return a 'true bill', how many jurors must agree
that there is sufficient evidence?
A. All 18
B. 9 out of 18
C. 6 out of 18
D. 12 out of 18

3. How should a party present an exhibit that is complex or
highly technical so that the court can understand its
relevance?
A. Offer without foundation; jurors will understand.
B. Provide a clear explanation, lay a concise foundation, use

simplified diagrams or summaries, and ensure proper
authentication.

C. Present it with no explanation and rely on argument.
D. Only use expert witness to explain; avoid lay explanation.

4. Which court is the highest court in North Carolina's
system?
A. Supreme Court
B. Court of Appeals
C. District Court
D. Juvenile Court

5. Which party traditionally conducts direct examination?
A. The party who called the witness conducts direct examination

using open-ended questions to elicit testimony.
B. The opposing party conducts direct examination using

leading questions.
C. The judge conducts direct examination.
D. The witness conducts direct examination unassisted.
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6. A defendant may waive their right to a probable cause
hearing.
A. True
B. False
C. Only with the prosecutor's consent
D. Only if the case is moved to a different jurisdiction

7. What is the general rule for the competency of child
witnesses, and what issues may affect their testimony?
A. Children can testify if capable of understanding and

communicating truthfully; issues include memory, language
ability, suggestibility, and vulnerability.

B. All children under 18 are incompetent.
C. Children must take an oath in a language they cannot speak.
D. Competency is determined solely by age.

8. Direct examination is labeled as the process where the
attorney calls a favorable witness to testify in support of the
case. Which option correctly labels this type of examination?
A. Cross-Examination
B. Redirect Examination
C. Rebuttal
D. Direct Examination

9. Which of the following is NOT listed as a pre-trial process?
A. Payoff misdemeanors or infractions
B. Plea bargaining
C. Setting trial date
D. Dismissal

10. If the defense introduces evidence, who gives the first
closing statement?
A. The prosecutor
B. The defendant's attorney
C. The judge
D. The jury
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Answers
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1. C
2. D
3. B
4. A
5. A
6. A
7. A
8. D
9. C
10. D
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Explanations
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1. Which task is not a duty of the court reporter?
A. Record all criminal trials in superior court
B. Maintain court records
C. Interpret evidence
D. Transcribe proceedings

The main idea is what a court reporter actually does: they create and preserve the exact
record of courtroom proceedings. That means capturing everything spoken during trials,
hearings, and other proceedings and turning it into a precise transcript. They also handle
the maintenance of the official court records and produce transcripts from those
proceedings.  Interpreting evidence, however, is a function of legal analysis and
decision-making. Determining what the evidence shows, weighing credibility, and helping
the court or jury reach a verdict are tasks carried out by judges and, in some cases,
attorneys. A court reporter remains neutral and does not assess or interpret the meaning
or significance of the evidence.  So the option about interpreting evidence isn’t a duty of
a court reporter, while recording, maintaining records, and transcribing proceedings are.

2. In order to return a 'true bill', how many jurors must agree
that there is sufficient evidence?
A. All 18
B. 9 out of 18
C. 6 out of 18
D. 12 out of 18

The main idea is the vote threshold needed for a grand jury to bring an indictment. In
this scenario, the rule is a two-thirds affirmative vote of the grand jury. With 18 jurors,
two-thirds equals 12, so 12 or more must agree that there is sufficient evidence to return
a true bill. This requirement shows that indictments come only when there is substantial
consensus on probable cause, not just a simple majority. Some jurisdictions use different
thresholds, but here the two-thirds rule makes 12 the minimum for an indictment.
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3. How should a party present an exhibit that is complex or
highly technical so that the court can understand its
relevance?
A. Offer without foundation; jurors will understand.
B. Provide a clear explanation, lay a concise foundation, use

simplified diagrams or summaries, and ensure proper
authentication.

C. Present it with no explanation and rely on argument.
D. Only use expert witness to explain; avoid lay explanation.

When a party brings in a complex or highly technical exhibit, the goal is to make its
relevance and meaning clear to the court. Achieving that starts with a plain-language
explanation so the judge (and jurors, if present) can grasp what the exhibit shows and
why it matters to the case. Next, you lay a concise foundation: identify what the exhibit is,
how it was prepared, who prepared it, and how it relates to the issues in dispute. This
helps establish admissibility and shows the exhibit isn’t just random data but something
with a legitimate purpose in proving a point.  Using simplified diagrams or summaries is
also important. Technical material can be overwhelming in raw form, so clear visuals or
concise summaries translate the data into something understandable without
oversimplifying the underlying truth. Finally, ensure proper authentication. The party
must show the exhibit is what it claims to be and that it’s trustworthy, which often
involves testimony about its origin, accuracy, and chain of custody if applicable.  Why the
other approaches don’t fit as well: presenting a complex exhibit without any foundation
leaves the court unsure what the item is, where it came from, or how it supports the case,
so it’s likely to be excluded or misunderstood. Relying on a mere argument without
explanation doesn’t teach the court how to interpret the material and leaves relevance
and reliability unresolved. Relying only on an expert to explain and avoiding lay
explanation can miss the need for accessible interpretation for the judge and jury; not all
exhibits require exclusive expert explanation, and combining clear lay explanation with
expert input often yields the best comprehension.

4. Which court is the highest court in North Carolina's
system?
A. Supreme Court
B. Court of Appeals
C. District Court
D. Juvenile Court

North Carolina’s highest court is the Supreme Court. It serves as the final authority on
interpreting the state constitution and laws, and it reviews decisions from the Court of
Appeals (the intermediate appellate court) as well as some cases brought directly from
trial courts. The Court of Appeals handles most appeals but its decisions aren’t final
unless the Supreme Court doesn’t take up the case. Lower trial courts like District Court
and Superior Court handle cases first and don’t issue the ultimate rulings on legal
questions. Juvenile Court is a specialized trial court for cases involving minors. Because
the Supreme Court is the ultimate arbiter of state law, it is the correct answer.
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5. Which party traditionally conducts direct examination?
A. The party who called the witness conducts direct examination

using open-ended questions to elicit testimony.
B. The opposing party conducts direct examination using

leading questions.
C. The judge conducts direct examination.
D. The witness conducts direct examination unassisted.

Direct examination is conducted by the party who called the witness, and the questions
are generally open-ended to let the witness tell their story in their own words. This
approach helps establish what happened and the witness’s perspective without steering
the answer. Open-ended questions like “What did you observe?” or “Can you describe
what happened next?” encourage full, narrative testimony and support credibility. 
Leading questions—those that suggest a particular answer—are typically avoided on
direct examination because they can bias the witness’s account. That’s why the opposing
party conducts cross-examination, where leading questions are common and used to test
accuracy and reliability.  The judge does not conduct direct examination, and the witness
does not examine themselves. The party who called the witness guides the direct
examination to elicit the needed facts and context for their case.

6. A defendant may waive their right to a probable cause
hearing.
A. True
B. False
C. Only with the prosecutor's consent
D. Only if the case is moved to a different jurisdiction

The key idea is that a defendant can voluntarily and intelligently waive a pretrial
screening of evidence. A probable (or preliminary) cause hearing isn’t an absolute
constitutional right in every system; it’s a procedure that can be skipped if the defendant
agrees to it knowingly and with adequate understanding of the consequences. When a
defendant, usually with counsel, waives this hearing, the case can move forward to the
next step—such as indictment or information and arraignment—without that initial test
of whether there’s enough evidence to hold over for trial. The waiver is typically not
dependent on the prosecutor’s consent and isn’t required to transfer jurisdiction. The
tradeoff is clear: you lose the opportunity to challenge the state’s evidence at that stage.
The judge ensures the waiver is voluntary and informed by asking questions in court and
confirming the defendant’s understanding.
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7. What is the general rule for the competency of child
witnesses, and what issues may affect their testimony?
A. Children can testify if capable of understanding and

communicating truthfully; issues include memory, language
ability, suggestibility, and vulnerability.

B. All children under 18 are incompetent.
C. Children must take an oath in a language they cannot speak.
D. Competency is determined solely by age.

Competency of a child witness hinges on whether the child can understand the obligation
to tell the truth and can communicate their statements clearly. Age alone doesn’t decide
this—the court looks at the child’s ability to grasp questions, recall events, and convey
honest answers. Common factors that can affect reliability include memory of what
happened, language abilities to understand questions and express responses, and
susceptibility to suggestion or coaching, as well as the child’s vulnerability or distress in
the situation. If the child demonstrates sufficient understanding, they may testify, with
appropriate safeguards or accommodations as needed. The other statements go astray
because competency is not determined solely by age, and taking an oath in a language
the child cannot understand would not be appropriate.

8. Direct examination is labeled as the process where the
attorney calls a favorable witness to testify in support of the
case. Which option correctly labels this type of examination?
A. Cross-Examination
B. Redirect Examination
C. Rebuttal
D. Direct Examination

The main idea here is who questions the witness and why. Direct examination is the
phase where the party who called the witness leads the testimony, using open-ended
questions to present favorable facts and the witness’s account in support of their case.
That matches the description in the question, where the attorney brings in a favorable
witness to testify to support the case. After this, the other side may cross-examine to test
credibility, and the original attorney may follow with a redirect to clarify or rehabilitate
any issues that come up. The other options describe different stages: cross-examination
is the opposing attorney’s questioning to challenge the witness, redirect examination is a
follow-up by the calling party after cross, and rebuttal involves presenting new evidence
or witnesses after both sides have rested to counter the opposing case.
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9. Which of the following is NOT listed as a pre-trial process?
A. Payoff misdemeanors or infractions
B. Plea bargaining
C. Setting trial date
D. Dismissal

The main idea is what actions happen before a trial to resolve or prepare the case without
going to trial. Paying fines for misdemeanors or infractions and engaging in plea
bargaining are classic pre-trial steps that move the case toward a resolution without
going to trial. Dismissal is also a pre-trial disposition where charges are dropped before
trial. Setting a trial date, on the other hand, is a scheduling or calendar-management
task that occurs once the case is ready to proceed to trial. It doesn’t resolve or prepare
the case by itself; it just arranges when the trial will occur. So the action that isn’t a
pre-trial process in this context is setting the trial date.

10. If the defense introduces evidence, who gives the first
closing statement?
A. The prosecutor
B. The defendant's attorney
C. The judge
D. The jury

Closing arguments are delivered by the attorneys, not by the judge or the jury. In a
criminal trial, the party with the burden of proof—the prosecution—opens the closing
argument. The defense then presents its closing, and if the defense introduced new
evidence, the prosecution may have a brief rebuttal closing to address that evidence. So
the first closing statement comes from the prosecutor, even when the defense has
introduced evidence.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://testifyingincourt.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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