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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What is the minimum diameter for pipes from the septic
tank to the disposal field?
A. 2 inches
B. 3 inches
C. 4 inches
D. 5 inches

2. What constitutes a septic tank?
A. A watertight container that processes sewage
B. A system that only stores rainwater
C. A type of filtration system for stormwater runoff
D. A portable toilet system

3. What is a key factor in ensuring effective septic system
operation?
A. Regular maintenance and inspections
B. Building additional tank storage
C. Using chemical treatments to enhance efficiency
D. Limiting water usage in the household

4. Which of the following is included in the definition of a
subsurface sewage disposal system?
A. Public sewer systems
B. Septic tank absorption systems
C. Cesspools
D. Stormwater management systems

5. What effect does overusing water in a septic system have?
A. It can lead to rapid breakdown of solids
B. It may enhance the treatment capability
C. It can overwhelm the system and hinder wastewater

treatment
D. It has no significant impact
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6. What does a restriction indicate regarding properties with
proposed subsurface sewage disposal systems?
A. There are no limitations on usage
B. There are limitations on the types of systems allowed
C. All properties must have a public sewer connection
D. There are no regulations governing sewage disposal

7. What differentiates a soil variant from a recognized soil
series?
A. A soil variant has no use in agricultural practices
B. A soil variant has unique properties requiring different

management
C. A soil variant is less productive
D. A soil variant is larger in area

8. How do seasonal changes affect septic systems?
A. They can improve drainage
B. Excess rain can saturate the drain field
C. They do not have any significant effect
D. They can enhance bacterial activity

9. What must a person do if constructing a new building after
June 30, 1994?
A. Notify the local fire department
B. Provide evidence of an application for a sewage system

permit
C. Submit blueprints to the state government
D. Obtain a certificate from a licensed contractor

10. Why should kitchen grease be avoided in a septic system?
A. It can solidify and block pipes, leading to clogs and system

failure
B. It enhances the microbial activity
C. It increases the efficiency of the leach field
D. It has no impact on the septic system
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Answers
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1. B
2. A
3. A
4. B
5. C
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. What is the minimum diameter for pipes from the septic
tank to the disposal field?
A. 2 inches
B. 3 inches
C. 4 inches
D. 5 inches

The minimum diameter for pipes from the septic tank to the disposal field must be at
least 3 inches to ensure proper flow and prevent clogging. This size allows for adequate
transport of wastewater, which is crucial for maintaining the functionality of the septic
system. If the diameter were too small, such as 2 inches, it could lead to blockages and
create pressure issues, ultimately jeopardizing the system's effectiveness. Additionally,
larger diameters, such as 4 or 5 inches, might be used in certain situations, but they are
not the minimum requirement. Therefore, a 3-inch diameter pipelining is standard and
sufficient for efficient wastewater management from the septic tank to the leach field.

2. What constitutes a septic tank?
A. A watertight container that processes sewage
B. A system that only stores rainwater
C. A type of filtration system for stormwater runoff
D. A portable toilet system

A septic tank is defined as a watertight container that processes sewage from a
household or facility. This tank plays a crucial role in on-site wastewater management
systems. The primary function of a septic tank is to receive wastewater and allow solids
to settle at the bottom to form a sludge layer, while lighter materials like grease and oils
float to the surface to form a scum layer.   The design of a septic tank enables anaerobic
bacteria to break down the organic matter in the sewage, which is essential for the
treatment process. It’s important to ensure that the tank is watertight to prevent
contamination of groundwater and to effectively hold and treat sewage before it enters
the drain field for further filtration and absorption into the soil.  Other options describe
systems that do not align with the function of a septic tank. For instance, rainwater
storage systems are unrelated to sewage processing, while filtration systems for
stormwater are designed for different purposes entirely. Lastly, portable toilets serve a
different function, primarily providing temporary sanitation facilities rather than
engaging in the treatment of residential sewage.
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3. What is a key factor in ensuring effective septic system
operation?
A. Regular maintenance and inspections
B. Building additional tank storage
C. Using chemical treatments to enhance efficiency
D. Limiting water usage in the household

Regular maintenance and inspections are crucial for ensuring effective septic system
operation because they allow for the early detection of potential problems, such as clogs
or leaks, which could lead to system failure if left unaddressed. Routine checks also
ensure that all components of the system are functioning as intended, allowing for timely
repairs and preventing costly replacements. Maintenance can include pumping the tank
at appropriate intervals, checking the condition of system components, and evaluating
the drainage field's effectiveness. This proactive approach helps maintain the system's
efficiency, prolongs its lifespan, and protects the surrounding environment from
contamination.   Other options like building additional tank storage or using chemical
treatments may not provide the necessary long-term benefits that regular maintenance
does. Limiting water usage is a helpful practice but does not replace the need for
ongoing inspections and maintenance to ensure overall system health.

4. Which of the following is included in the definition of a
subsurface sewage disposal system?
A. Public sewer systems
B. Septic tank absorption systems
C. Cesspools
D. Stormwater management systems

A subsurface sewage disposal system encompasses technologies or methods designed for
the disposal of untreated domestic wastewater below the surface of the ground, and
septic tank absorption systems fall under this definition. These systems involve a septic
tank where solids settle and are naturally broken down, followed by an absorption field
(also known as a drain field) where the liquid waste is further treated by microbial action
in the soil.  The reason septic tank absorption systems are classified under subsurface
sewage disposal systems is due to their inherent design and function, which revolves
around treating and dispersing wastewater underground, thus mitigating health risks
and environmental impacts associated with surface disposal. This method is widely used
in rural and less densely populated areas where public sewage systems are not available. 
Other options like public sewer systems, cesspools, and stormwater management systems
lack the definition associated with a septic tank absorption system. While cesspools can
sometimes handle sanitary waste, they are not recognized as effective or compliant
systems in many jurisdictions due to their environmental risks. Public sewer systems
manage waste through centralized treatment facilities and are therefore not considered
subsurface sewage disposal. Stormwater management systems focus primarily on
controlling surface water runoff and do not treat or dispose of sewage directly,
distinguishing them from subsurface sewage disposal methods.
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5. What effect does overusing water in a septic system have?
A. It can lead to rapid breakdown of solids
B. It may enhance the treatment capability
C. It can overwhelm the system and hinder wastewater

treatment
D. It has no significant impact

Overusing water in a septic system can significantly overwhelm the system and hinder
wastewater treatment. When too much water enters the septic tank at once, it can lead to
a rapid influx that doesn't allow adequate time for solids to settle at the bottom, which is
crucial for effective separation and treatment. This influx can also cause the tank to
become less effective at breaking down solids and disinfecting wastewater, ultimately
leading to potential backups, surfacing effluent, or even system failure.  With excessive
water use, the leach field or drain field can become flooded, reducing its ability to absorb
the effluent properly. This flooding can result in the effluent not being adequately
filtered through the soil, which increases the risk of contamination in surrounding
groundwater and surface water. Overall, maintaining a balanced water use is essential for
the longevity and effectiveness of septic systems, emphasizing the importance of
understanding how water usage affects them.

6. What does a restriction indicate regarding properties with
proposed subsurface sewage disposal systems?
A. There are no limitations on usage
B. There are limitations on the types of systems allowed
C. All properties must have a public sewer connection
D. There are no regulations governing sewage disposal

A restriction in the context of properties with proposed subsurface sewage disposal
systems signifies that there are specific limitations on the types of systems that can be
installed. This usually arises from factors such as soil type, groundwater levels, proximity
to water bodies, and local regulations governing environmental protection and public
health.  These limitations are critical because they ensure that the sewage disposal
methods employed are safe, effective, and compliant with environmental standards.
Different areas may have unique geographical and environmental characteristics that
dictate what types of systems are appropriate for installation.   In essence, recognizing
these restrictions is vital for ensuring that the system not only functions properly but
also minimizes risks to the environment and public health. This understanding is
foundational for anyone involved in septic system installation and maintenance within
Tennessee.
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7. What differentiates a soil variant from a recognized soil
series?
A. A soil variant has no use in agricultural practices
B. A soil variant has unique properties requiring different

management
C. A soil variant is less productive
D. A soil variant is larger in area

A soil variant is defined by its unique properties that necessitate different management
practices compared to recognized soil series. This distinction is important because soil
variants may exhibit characteristics such as moisture retention, texture, or drainage
capabilities that set them apart from the broader soil series they belong to. These unique
properties can significantly affect land use decisions, agricultural practices, and the
suitability of certain crops or plants for cultivation.  In agricultural contexts,
understanding these differences is crucial for implementing effective soil management
and optimizing crop yields. Recognized soil series serve as a general classification, but
soil variants highlight the need for tailored practices based on specific soil
characteristics. Thus, identifying and managing a soil variant effectively can lead to
better agricultural outcomes and sustainable land use practices.

8. How do seasonal changes affect septic systems?
A. They can improve drainage
B. Excess rain can saturate the drain field
C. They do not have any significant effect
D. They can enhance bacterial activity

Seasonal changes can significantly influence the operation and effectiveness of septic
systems, particularly through variations in weather patterns. Excess rain can lead to
saturation in the drain field, which is the area where wastewater is treated and absorbed
into the soil. When the ground becomes overly saturated, it can impede the movement of
wastewater, which may cause backups or slow drainage. This saturation can overwhelm
the septic system's capacity, leading to potential failures or the system becoming less
effective in breaking down waste.  While certain seasonal changes may enhance drainage
or bacterial activity in ideal conditions, excessive moisture in particular is known to
create challenges for the proper functioning of septic systems. Understanding how
different weather conditions interact with these systems is essential for effective
maintenance and management, especially during periods of heavy rainfall.

Sample study guide, visit https://tnsepticsystemsinstallation.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 14

SA
M

PLE



9. What must a person do if constructing a new building after
June 30, 1994?
A. Notify the local fire department
B. Provide evidence of an application for a sewage system

permit
C. Submit blueprints to the state government
D. Obtain a certificate from a licensed contractor

The requirement to provide evidence of an application for a sewage system permit when
constructing a new building after June 30, 1994, is essential because it ensures that any
septic system to be installed meets state and local regulations for health and safety. This
regulation was put in place to help prevent contamination of local water supplies and
protect public health by ensuring that septic systems are designed and installed
according to established guidelines.   Obtaining a sewage system permit is a critical step
in the construction process as it demonstrates compliance with environmental standards,
thereby enabling the local health department or governing body to oversee the septic
system's planning and execution. This requirement reflects a broader commitment to
sustainable building practices and responsible waste management in Tennessee.

10. Why should kitchen grease be avoided in a septic system?
A. It can solidify and block pipes, leading to clogs and system

failure
B. It enhances the microbial activity
C. It increases the efficiency of the leach field
D. It has no impact on the septic system

Kitchen grease should be avoided in a septic system because it can solidify and block
pipes, leading to clogs and system failure. When grease enters the septic system,
particularly if it cools down, it can congeal and form large masses that adhere to the
walls of the pipes. This buildup restricts flow and can cause obstructions, which may
result in backups and require costly repairs. Over time, the accumulation of grease can
also hinder the function of the drain field, as it interferes with the natural absorption of
wastewater, ultimately impacting the entire septic system's performance. Proper disposal
of kitchen grease is crucial to maintain a healthy and functional septic system.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://tnsepticsystemsinstallation.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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