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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.

Sample study guide, visit https://tennessee-privateinvestigator.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 3

SA
M

PLE



How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What should private investigators request when working on
domestic cases?
A. A payment in installments
B. A retainer for services
C. A detailed report
D. A background check

2. How many hours of experience are required for a private
investigator license in Tennessee?
A. 1,500 hours
B. 2,000 hours
C. 3,000 hours
D. 4,000 hours

3. Which of the following is NOT a requirement for PI
applicants?
A. Must be a US citizen or resident alien
B. Must have no history of violent crime
C. Must not have been declared incompetent by a court
D. Must possess good moral character

4. What type of vehicle is generally considered best for
surveillance and tailing someone?
A. 2-door sports car with tinted windows
B. 4-door, 8-cylinder, gray or earth-tone sedan or SUV
C. Compact hatchback in bright colors
D. Luxury SUV with black finishes

5. When choosing a computer for private investigation work,
which feature is considered the most essential?
A. The largest hard drive
B. The fastest processor
C. The most RAM
D. The best graphic card
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6. What is one of the key reasons for conducting intercepting
wire communications during a countermeasure sweep?
A. To improve communication systems
B. To detect any unauthorized surveillance
C. To upgrade technological devices
D. To assess privacy policies

7. How long does a licensee have to notify the commission of
a change of home address?
A. 14 days
B. 30 days
C. 10 days
D. 60 days

8. What is the purpose of a Chapter 11 bankruptcy?
A. Liquidation for individuals
B. Liquidation for family farmers
C. Reorganization for larger companies
D. Discharge of personal debts

9. Which of the following is a tactic not recommended for
moving surveillance?
A. Planning your exit route
B. Playing follow the leader in a parking lot
C. Following someone into a large area
D. Following the subject closely at all times

10. When planning to follow someone, what is one of the
recommended strategies?
A. Reveal your intention to the subject
B. Follow the subject's vehicle closely
C. Know in advance where the subject is going
D. Use a drone for surveillance
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. C
9. B
10. C
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Explanations
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1. What should private investigators request when working on
domestic cases?
A. A payment in installments
B. A retainer for services
C. A detailed report
D. A background check

In domestic cases, private investigators typically request a retainer for services. This
retainer serves as an advance payment for the work to be done. It is critical because
domestic investigations can often involve extensive time and resources, as well as
potential ongoing work. The retainer not only secures the investigator's services but also
ensures that they are compensated for their time and expertise right from the start. 
Retainers help manage the financial aspect of the investigation, as they provide the
investigator with initial funds to cover costs associated with research, surveillance, and
any necessary resources. This arrangement helps create a professional relationship
between the investigator and the client, setting clear expectations for the payment
structure as the case develops.

2. How many hours of experience are required for a private
investigator license in Tennessee?
A. 1,500 hours
B. 2,000 hours
C. 3,000 hours
D. 4,000 hours

In Tennessee, the requirement for a private investigator license includes the completion
of 3,000 hours of experience in the field. This amount ensures that the individual has a
substantial level of practical knowledge and skills necessary for conducting
investigations effectively and responsibly. The extensive hours are designed to provide
aspiring private investigators with varied exposure to different aspects of investigative
work, including surveillance, interviewing, evidence collection, and other pertinent
practices. This preparation is critical in ensuring that licensees can operate safely and
competently when serving the public or clients in their investigative roles.
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3. Which of the following is NOT a requirement for PI
applicants?
A. Must be a US citizen or resident alien
B. Must have no history of violent crime
C. Must not have been declared incompetent by a court
D. Must possess good moral character

The requirement for private investigator applicants in Tennessee emphasizes
maintaining public trust and safety, which includes ensuring that individuals permitted
to work in this capacity possess good moral character, have not been declared
incompetent by a court, and are either U.S. citizens or resident aliens. However, while a
history of violent crime can certainly reflect on a candidate's character, the specific
statutorily defined requirements do not explicitly include a prohibition based solely on
past violent criminal history.   This highlights that, while those with violent crime
histories may be seen as less suited for the role, not having a history of violent crime is
not a formalized requirement in the same manner as the other criteria listed. It's
important to note that applicants still undergo background checks where such
information could influence the approval process. Thus, this makes the option referring
to the history of violent crime the correct choice for something that is not a formal
requirement for obtaining a private investigator license in Tennessee.

4. What type of vehicle is generally considered best for
surveillance and tailing someone?
A. 2-door sports car with tinted windows
B. 4-door, 8-cylinder, gray or earth-tone sedan or SUV
C. Compact hatchback in bright colors
D. Luxury SUV with black finishes

The best type of vehicle for surveillance and tailing someone is typically a 4-door,
8-cylinder, gray or earth-tone sedan or SUV. This choice is favored for several reasons.  
First, a 4-door vehicle provides ample space and easier access for multiple occupants,
which can be beneficial during surveillance operations. It allows for a discreet setup with
necessary equipment and the potential for more than one investigator to be present,
providing backup if needed.  Second, the 8-cylinder engine often offers more power for
quick acceleration and maneuverability, which can be crucial in situations where
following or maintaining distance from the target is necessary.  Third, choosing a color
like gray or an earth-tone makes the vehicle less conspicuous. These colors are more
commonly seen on the road and blend into various environments, making it easier to
avoid drawing attention during surveillance activities.  Other vehicle options, such as a
2-door sports car or a compact hatchback in bright colors, could quickly attract
unwanted attention or seem out of place, undermining the surveillance mission.
Additionally, a luxury SUV with black finishes may also stand out due to its distinctive
appearance and perceived wealth, making it easily recognizable and attracting the focus
of others around.
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5. When choosing a computer for private investigation work,
which feature is considered the most essential?
A. The largest hard drive
B. The fastest processor
C. The most RAM
D. The best graphic card

In the context of private investigation work, selecting a computer with the fastest
processor is crucial for several reasons. Investigators often handle large volumes of data,
conduct complex analysis, and run multiple applications simultaneously. A powerful
processor enables faster data processing and improves the efficiency of tasks such as
searching databases, running investigative software, or analyzing video and images,
which can be time-sensitive.  A fast processor also facilitates multitasking, allowing an
investigator to work on various tasks without experiencing lag or slowdowns. This is
particularly useful when managing surveillance footage or cross-referencing information
from different sources. Therefore, opting for a computer with a high-performance
processor significantly enhances productivity and effectiveness in investigative work.  
While a large hard drive, ample RAM, and a good graphic card may contribute to a
computer's overall performance, the processor plays a pivotal role in direct task
execution, making it the most essential feature for a private investigator.

6. What is one of the key reasons for conducting intercepting
wire communications during a countermeasure sweep?
A. To improve communication systems
B. To detect any unauthorized surveillance
C. To upgrade technological devices
D. To assess privacy policies

Conducting intercepting wire communications during a countermeasure sweep is crucial
for detecting any unauthorized surveillance. This process helps identify if there are any
listening devices or other forms of interception being utilized against an individual or
organization. By monitoring and analyzing wire communications, a private investigator
can pinpoint the source of unauthorized surveillance and take appropriate actions to
mitigate these security threats. This step is essential in protecting client confidentiality
and ensuring their safety from potential breaches in privacy.   The other options, while
related to communication and devices, do not directly address the primary objective of
countermeasure sweeps, which is to uncover and neutralize unauthorized monitoring
activities. Improving communication systems, upgrading technological devices, and
assessing privacy policies may be beneficial in certain contexts, but they do not
encompass the urgent need to safeguard against interception that countermeasure
sweeps aim to achieve.
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7. How long does a licensee have to notify the commission of
a change of home address?
A. 14 days
B. 30 days
C. 10 days
D. 60 days

A licensee is required to notify the commission of a change of home address within 30
days. This timeframe is established to ensure that all communications and regulatory
matters can be efficiently managed and that the licensee remains compliant with the
licensing requirements. Prompt notification allows the commission to maintain accurate
records and facilitate any necessary updates related to licensing status, ensuring that the
licensee can receive important notifications without delay. Keeping the commission
informed is vital for regulatory adherence and operational integrity in the field of private
investigation.

8. What is the purpose of a Chapter 11 bankruptcy?
A. Liquidation for individuals
B. Liquidation for family farmers
C. Reorganization for larger companies
D. Discharge of personal debts

The purpose of a Chapter 11 bankruptcy is primarily to provide a framework for the
reorganization of a debtor’s business affairs, debts, and assets. This type of bankruptcy is
commonly utilized by larger companies that need to restructure their obligations while
continuing to operate. It allows businesses to devise a plan to keep their business alive
and pay creditors over time, rather than being forced into liquidation as with other
bankruptcy chapters. Chapter 11 can result in extended repayment plans and may involve
renegotiation of debts and contracts, enabling a company to emerge as a more viable
entity while addressing its financial difficulties.  In contrast, other bankruptcy types
serve different functions: liquidation for individuals generally falls under Chapter 7,
whereas Chapter 12 focuses on family farmers and their unique financial situations. Also,
while Chapter 11 may ultimately lead to discharge of certain debts, its primary function
is not to discharge personal debts but rather to facilitate the reorganization of a
company’s debts so that it can continue operating.

Sample study guide, visit https://tennessee-privateinvestigator.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 14

SA
M

PLE



9. Which of the following is a tactic not recommended for
moving surveillance?
A. Planning your exit route
B. Playing follow the leader in a parking lot
C. Following someone into a large area
D. Following the subject closely at all times

Playing follow the leader in a parking lot is not a recommended tactic for moving
surveillance due to the inherent risks of drawing attention to yourself and potentially
compromising the operation. This method involves closely mimicking the movements of
the subject without maintaining a discreet distance, leading to patterns that can easily
be recognized by the subject or any general onlookers.   Effective surveillance requires a
level of stealth and unpredictability to avoid detection. When conducting surveillance,
especially in environments like parking lots where subjects are often aware of their
surroundings and may easily spot a follower, it's essential to adopt a more nuanced
approach. Instead, utilizing techniques such as varying speed, distance, and angles of
approach can help maintain a lower profile and ensure that the operative does not
become too predictable or noticeable.   Additionally, planning exit routes and
maintaining an appropriate distance while following are critical components of
successful surveillance, allowing for a swift retreat if necessary and reducing the
likelihood of being seen by the subject. Following someone into a large area can
sometimes facilitate a covert approach but requires careful execution to avoid losing
track of the subject.

10. When planning to follow someone, what is one of the
recommended strategies?
A. Reveal your intention to the subject
B. Follow the subject's vehicle closely
C. Know in advance where the subject is going
D. Use a drone for surveillance

Knowing in advance where the subject is going is essential for effective surveillance. This
strategy allows the investigator to plan the route, anticipate the subject's actions, and
establish a better position to maintain observation without being detected. By having this
information, the investigator can choose the best vantage points and avoid situations
where they might lose the subject.  Revealing intentions to the subject would compromise
the investigation, following too closely could raise suspicion and lead to the subject
becoming aware of being followed, and using a drone for surveillance, while potentially
useful, may not always be legally or practically feasible depending on the situation and
regulations in place. Being prepared and informed about the subject's movements
enhances the chances of success in obtaining necessary information without alerting the
subject.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://tennessee-privateinvestigator.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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