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1. What is the function of a still-animation system in a
feedyard?
A. It entertains cattle.
B. It monitors feed levels and cattle behaviors.
C. It detects health issues in cattle.
D. It tracks market prices.

2. What are the two acceptable ways a handler can cause
cattle to move?
A. Push and pull
B. Draw and pressure
C. Lead and follow
D. Tease and chase

3. Why is bunk management significant in feedyards?
A. It allows for animal weighting only
B. It ensures consistent feed access and reduces waste
C. It establishes feeding times for workers
D. It determines feed color preference

4. What can lead to contamination of beef in the beef
industry?
A. Exposure to bacteria and chemicals
B. Holding cattle in small spaces
C. Using organic feed only
D. Monitoring animal behavior

5. Which of the following best describes the term "draw" in
cattle handling?
A. Pulling cattle back from an exit
B. Encouraging cattle to move toward a handler
C. Creating a barrier for cattle
D. Moving cattle into a confined space
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6. True or False: For creating flow in the processing alley, it
is important for cattle to see the calf in front leave the
squeeze chute.
A. True
B. False
C. It depends on the situation
D. Only with wild cattle

7. Which of the following is a common facility found in
feedyards?
A. Water troughs
B. Cattle pens
C. Grain silos
D. Pasture rotations

8. How can record-keeping improve financial status in a
feedyard?
A. By predicting market trends
B. By enabling efficient budget management
C. By lowering employee salaries
D. By predicting feed consumption

9. What can happen if you get behind a gate or fence in a
crowded alley with cattle?
A. You may become disoriented
B. You can be crushed
C. You will be ignored by the cattle
D. You will attract the cattle's attention

10. What should be monitored to prevent product loss during
injections?
A. The cleanliness and condition of needles
B. Animal movement only
C. Weather conditions
D. Cattle feeding schedules
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Answers

5Sample study guide. Visit https://tcfa-feedyardtechnician.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. B
2. B
3. B
4. A
5. B
6. A
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. What is the function of a still-animation system in a
feedyard?
A. It entertains cattle.
B. It monitors feed levels and cattle behaviors.
C. It detects health issues in cattle.
D. It tracks market prices.

The function of a still-animation system in a feedyard is primarily focused on monitoring
feed levels and cattle behaviors. This system helps manage and optimize animal feed
distribution, ensuring that cattle receive the right amount of feed at the right time. By
continuously tracking feed levels, the system can alert feedyard personnel to shortages
or imbalances, ensuring efficient operation without waste.  In addition to feed levels,
monitoring cattle behavior is crucial for understanding the health and welfare of the
animals. Recognizing changes in behavior can help identify potential issues such as
stress, illness, or discomfort, allowing for timely intervention. This dual role in feed
management and animal behavior monitoring is vital for maintaining productivity and
animal health within the feedyard setting.   The other options, while they highlight
important aspects of feedyard management, do not capture the primary function of a
still-animation system. The system is not designed to entertain cattle, directly detect
health issues, or track market prices, reinforcing the importance of understanding
specific technological roles within livestock management.

2. What are the two acceptable ways a handler can cause
cattle to move?
A. Push and pull
B. Draw and pressure
C. Lead and follow
D. Tease and chase

The correct answer, which describes the acceptable methods a handler can use to move
cattle, is based on the principles of animal behavior and handling. "Draw" refers to a
method where the handler uses their body language or other cues to encourage the cattle
to move toward them, creating a sense of curiosity or comfort that motivates the animals
to approach. "Pressure," on the other hand, involves applying a subtle force—such as
positioning oneself behind the cattle or using a tool—to encourage them to move away
from the pressure source.   These techniques are grounded in an understanding of how
cattle perceive their environment and respond to human interactions. Using draw and
pressure effectively allows handlers to move cattle in a way that minimizes stress and
promotes calmness, which is crucial for both the welfare of the animals and the efficiency
of the handling process.   The other methods listed, such as tease and chase, can lead to
increased stress and anxiety in the animals and are generally not recommended as best
practices in handling cattle. Similarly, lead and follow do not encompass the broader
understanding of movement dynamics in cattle, while push and pull may imply more
aggressive handling techniques that can be counterproductive.
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3. Why is bunk management significant in feedyards?
A. It allows for animal weighting only
B. It ensures consistent feed access and reduces waste
C. It establishes feeding times for workers
D. It determines feed color preference

Bunk management is significant in feedyards primarily because it ensures consistent
feed access and reduces waste. Proper bunk management involves monitoring and
adjusting the amount of feed provided to cattle, ensuring that the feed is evenly
distributed and available to all animals. This practice not only promotes better animal
health and growth rates by ensuring that all cattle have equal access to nutrients but
also minimizes feed wastage, which can occur if too much feed is offered or if feed is
improperly presented. Effective bunk management contributes to more efficient feeding
operations, reduces costs, and optimizes overall cattle performance in the feedyard. 
Other options, while they may have some relevance to feeding practices, do not capture
the comprehensive benefits of bunk management as effectively. For example, focusing
solely on animal weighting overlooks the broader implications of feed access and waste
management. Establishing feeding times for workers is operational but does not
specifically address the core aspects of bunk management related to animal nutrition.
Similarly, determining feed color preference does not impact the fundamental goals of
maximizing feed efficiency and minimizing waste.

4. What can lead to contamination of beef in the beef
industry?
A. Exposure to bacteria and chemicals
B. Holding cattle in small spaces
C. Using organic feed only
D. Monitoring animal behavior

In the beef industry, contamination of beef can occur due to exposure to bacteria and
chemicals. Pathogens such as Salmonella, E. coli, and Listeria can enter the food supply
through various stages of beef production, from handling and slaughtering to processing
and packaging. These microorganisms can thrive in environments where hygiene
practices are insufficient, leading to contamination of the meat. Additionally, chemical
residues from pesticides, additives, or cleaning agents can also contaminate beef if
proper precautions are not taken during the handling and processing phases.  Holding
cattle in small spaces may create stress and affect animal welfare, but it is not a direct
cause of beef contamination in terms of food safety. Using organic feed only is generally
aimed at minimizing chemical exposure, potentially reducing some risks of
contamination, but it does not eliminate the threat of bacterial contamination entirely.
Monitoring animal behavior is essential for animal welfare and overall management but
is not directly related to preventing contamination in the meat itself. Thus, exposure to
bacteria and chemicals remains a critical factor for contamination in the beef industry.
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5. Which of the following best describes the term "draw" in
cattle handling?
A. Pulling cattle back from an exit
B. Encouraging cattle to move toward a handler
C. Creating a barrier for cattle
D. Moving cattle into a confined space

The term "draw" in cattle handling specifically refers to the action of encouraging cattle
to move toward a handler. This involves using a combination of body language, pressure,
and positioning to guide the animals in a way that they feel comfortable approaching the
person.   This concept is rooted in understanding the behavior and psychology of cattle,
which are prey animals. When they perceive a handler as a source of safety or guidance,
they are more likely to approach. The handler's ability to use appropriate techniques to
draw cattle not only ensures better animal welfare but also facilitates efficient movement
and management within a feed yard or handling facility.   In contrast, other options do
not accurately capture the essence of "draw." Pulling cattle back from an exit refers to a
different handling technique that may involve using physical force rather than
encouragement. Creating a barrier pertains to obstructing movement, which is contrary
to drawing. Moving cattle into a confined space is also a different handling objective,
typically associated with penning or sorting rather than inviting them closer to a handler.
Thus, the core idea of drawing cattle is about fostering trust and encouraging movement
toward a person, making the chosen answer the most fitting.

6. True or False: For creating flow in the processing alley, it
is important for cattle to see the calf in front leave the
squeeze chute.
A. True
B. False
C. It depends on the situation
D. Only with wild cattle

Cattle behavior is significantly influenced by their social dynamics and the visual cues
they receive from their peers. When cattle can see the calf in front of them leave the
squeeze chute, it creates a sense of safety and reassurance. This visual cue encourages
them to follow, promoting a smooth flow through the processing alley. Inherently, cattle
are prey animals, and their instinct is to move towards open space or areas where they
perceive lower risk, often indicated by the actions of other cattle.  By observing the calf
in front departing the chute, it helps reduce any potential anxiety the cattle may feel and
fosters the desire to move forward, thereby enhancing efficiency in processing. This
understanding of animal behavior is crucial for anyone working in a feed yard or involved
in livestock handling, as it directly impacts the management of cattle flow and ultimately
the overall productivity of the facility.
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7. Which of the following is a common facility found in
feedyards?
A. Water troughs
B. Cattle pens
C. Grain silos
D. Pasture rotations

Cattle pens are a fundamental component of feedyards as they provide the primary
housing for livestock. These pens are designed to hold groups of cattle, allowing for
proper management, feeding, and health monitoring. Within the pens, cattle can be
easily accessed for feeding, medical attention, and evaluation. This structure is critical
for efficient operations in a feedlot environment, enabling technicians to manage the
animals effectively while maintaining their safety and comfort.  Water troughs and grain
silos are also important to a degree but are typically supportive facilities rather than the
primary structure where feedlot activities take place. Additionally, pasture rotations
focus on a grazing management system more suited to pasture-based systems rather than
the confinement practices of feedyards. Thus, the emphasis on cattle pens distinctly
aligns with the operational needs of a feedyard.

8. How can record-keeping improve financial status in a
feedyard?
A. By predicting market trends
B. By enabling efficient budget management
C. By lowering employee salaries
D. By predicting feed consumption

Record-keeping plays a crucial role in improving the financial status of a feedyard,
particularly through enabling efficient budget management. By maintaining accurate
and detailed records of expenses, revenues, and operational costs, a feedyard can closely
monitor its financial performance. This allows for better tracking of cash flow,
identification of cost-saving opportunities, and informed decision-making regarding
resource allocation.  With comprehensive records, management can analyze historical
financial data to create more accurate budgets and forecasts. This leads to improved
planning for future expenditures and income, ensuring that the feedyard operates within
its means and can allocate funds wisely for essential activities like purchasing feed,
maintaining facilities, and covering labor costs. Enhanced budget management
ultimately contributes to more stable financial health and profitability in the long term. 
Other options focus on predictions or reductions in expenses that do not directly address
the systematic approach to financial management offered by effective record-keeping.
While predicting market trends and feed consumption can inform operational strategy,
they do not directly contribute to improved financial status like robust budget
management does. Lowering employee salaries, on the other hand, may negatively impact
morale and productivity, which could harm the overall business performance.
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9. What can happen if you get behind a gate or fence in a
crowded alley with cattle?
A. You may become disoriented
B. You can be crushed
C. You will be ignored by the cattle
D. You will attract the cattle's attention

Being behind a gate or fence in a crowded alley with cattle poses serious risks,
particularly the danger of being crushed. When cattle are in close quarters, they tend to
move in a herd, and if you are in their path, their instinctual behavior could lead to an
unintentional collision. Cattle are large animals, and when spooked or pressured, they
can exhibit sudden movements or charge, which significantly increases the likelihood of
physical harm.   In such situations, maintaining a position where you can exit easily if
necessary and avoiding becoming trapped between the gate and the approaching cattle is
crucial for safety. While feeling disoriented can occur, and there may be a chance of
attention from the cattle, these scenarios do not align with the immediate and severe risk
of crushing, which is the primary concern in crowded conditions.

10. What should be monitored to prevent product loss during
injections?
A. The cleanliness and condition of needles
B. Animal movement only
C. Weather conditions
D. Cattle feeding schedules

Monitoring the cleanliness and condition of needles is crucial to prevent product loss
during injections because it directly impacts the efficacy of the medication being
administered. When needles are clean and in good condition, they minimize the risk of
contamination and ensure that the medication is delivered properly into the animal. Dirty
or damaged needles can cause injection site infections, leading to product loss due to
wasted medication or compromised animal health. Proper needle management is also
essential for animal welfare; reducing stress and the potential for complications
enhances the overall effectiveness of the treatment protocols used in the feed yard.   In
contrast, while animal movement, weather conditions, and cattle feeding schedules may
influence the overall management practices on a ranch or feedlot, they do not specifically
address the prevention of product loss during the injection process. Therefore, the focus
on needle cleanliness and condition is directly related to maintaining the integrity of the
medication and the health of the animals, making it the most critical factor in this
context.
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