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1. What factor is most important in determining the level of
PPE needed?
A. Type of pesticide
B. Weather conditions
C. Duration of application
D. Volume of pesticide

2. Which of the following methods is used in IPM for pest
control?
A. Genetic, mechanical and physical
B. Cultural, chemical and biological
C. Preventive measures, monitoring and assessment
D. Both a and b

3. For which type of job are dusts NOT often used?
A. To control external parasites or animals
B. To treat recreational turf areas
C. To kill indoor pests in cracks and crevices
D. To manage pests in potted plants

4. Why should herbicides be stored in a special place apart
from other pesticides?
A. They must be stored at different temperatures
B. They are more hazardous than other types of pesticides
C. They can vaporize and spread into adjacent pesticides
D. They have a shorter shelf life

5. Why is proper identification of pests so important in pest
management?
A. It avoids injury to non-target organisms.
B. It enables treatment of the real source of a problem.
C. It helps in selecting the right pesticide for the job.
D. All of the above

3Sample study guide. Visit https://structuralpestcontrolapplicator.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



6. A pest is considered anything that.....?
A. Injures humans, animals, crops, structures or possessions.
B. Competes with humans, domestic animals or crops for food

or water.
C. Spreads disease to humans, domestic animals or crops.
D. All of the above.

7. What is the best way to clean a washing machine after
laundering pesticide-soiled clothing?
A. Run a rinse cycle only
B. Clean the inside of the machine by hand
C. Run a complete, but empty cycle using hot water and

detergent
D. Use vinegar and baking soda to deodorize

8. Who is responsible for keeping bees away when spraying
near bee colonies?
A. Only the pesticide applicator
B. The owners of the bees alone
C. The pesticide applicator and the owners of the bees
D. Environmental agencies

9. What is the main reason you should not use cotton or
leather gloves when handling highly toxic pesticides?
A. They are not durable enough
B. Because they absorb pesticide and hold it close to your skin
C. They can create allergic reactions
D. They can reduce grip on equipment

10. Which of the following is NOT a route of pesticide
exposure?
A. Inhalation
B. Dermal
C. Ocular
D. Subcutaneous
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Answers
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1. A
2. D
3. B
4. C
5. D
6. D
7. C
8. B
9. B
10. D
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Explanations
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1. What factor is most important in determining the level of
PPE needed?
A. Type of pesticide
B. Weather conditions
C. Duration of application
D. Volume of pesticide

The most crucial factor in determining the level of personal protective equipment (PPE)
needed during pesticide application is the type of pesticide being used. Different
pesticides possess varying levels of toxicity and potential for exposure, which directly
impacts the protective measures that must be taken to ensure safety.   For instance,
some pesticides may require highly protective gear, such as respirators, gloves, and
protective clothing, due to their high toxicity or the risk of skin absorption, while others
may necessitate only basic precautions. Understanding the specific properties and risks
associated with each pesticide allows applicators to select appropriate PPE tailored to the
hazards associated with the material, thereby ensuring adequate protection during
handling and application.  While weather conditions, duration of application, and volume
of pesticide play roles in overall safety and effectiveness, they are secondary to the
inherent properties of the pesticide itself. For example, extreme heat or wind might
affect the choice of PPE or how the application is conducted, but it does not
fundamentally alter the toxicity profile and associated risks of the pesticide being
utilized.

2. Which of the following methods is used in IPM for pest
control?
A. Genetic, mechanical and physical
B. Cultural, chemical and biological
C. Preventive measures, monitoring and assessment
D. Both a and b

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a holistic approach to pest control that combines
various strategies to minimize pest damage while reducing risks to humans and the
environment. The correct answer encompasses multiple methods recognized as crucial
components of IPM.  In IPM, genetic, mechanical, and physical methods serve vital roles
in preventing and managing pest populations. Genetic strategies may involve developing
resistant plant varieties, while mechanical methods could include the use of traps or
barriers to reduce pest entry. Physical tactics, such as habitat manipulation, help control
pest conditions without relying heavily on chemicals.  Conversely, cultural, chemical, and
biological methods are fundamental pillars of pest management. Cultural practices focus
on modifying farming techniques to create environments less conducive to pest outbreak.
The chemical approach uses pesticides responsibly and judiciously, applying them only
when and where necessary to minimize adverse effects. Biological control methods
involve utilizing natural predators, parasites, or pathogens to manage pest populations
sustainably.  The combination of both sets of methods—genetic, mechanical, and physical
along with cultural, chemical, and biological—illustrates the multifaceted nature of IPM,
making this choice the most comprehensive representation of pest control strategies
employed in this approach.
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3. For which type of job are dusts NOT often used?
A. To control external parasites or animals
B. To treat recreational turf areas
C. To kill indoor pests in cracks and crevices
D. To manage pests in potted plants

Dusts are primarily designed for applications where they can settle in crevices, cracks, or
on surfaces that pests commonly come into contact with. They are particularly effective
for managing indoor pests or external pests like insects that hide in tight spaces.
However, when it comes to treating recreational turf areas, dust applications are
generally not the preferred method because dusts can be easily blown away by wind or
disturbed by foot traffic, making them less effective in open, grassy areas. Instead, liquid
formulations or granular pesticides are more commonly used in these situations, as they
can adhere better to the foliage and soil, providing a more consistent application and
longer-lasting control. Thus, when managing recreational turf areas, dusts are not often
utilized.

4. Why should herbicides be stored in a special place apart
from other pesticides?
A. They must be stored at different temperatures
B. They are more hazardous than other types of pesticides
C. They can vaporize and spread into adjacent pesticides
D. They have a shorter shelf life

Storing herbicides in a special place apart from other pesticides is crucial primarily
because they can vaporize and contaminate adjacent pesticides. Herbicides often have
volatile compounds that can evaporate and migrate, potentially affecting the efficacy and
safety of nearby pesticides. This risk of cross-contamination is especially concerning in
environments where different pesticide formulations are used, as even small amounts of
one chemical can alter the effectiveness of another, leading to unintended consequences
in pest management.  The importance of maintaining separate storage ensures that the
properties of each pesticide remain intact, safeguarding both efficacy and safety. Storing
them in designated areas can also help prevent mix-ups, spills, and can improve the
overall management of pesticide inventory. While other considerations like temperature,
hazard levels, and shelf life are important factors to consider for various pesticides, the
particular risks associated with vaporization make it essential to have a dedicated
storage approach for herbicides.
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5. Why is proper identification of pests so important in pest
management?
A. It avoids injury to non-target organisms.
B. It enables treatment of the real source of a problem.
C. It helps in selecting the right pesticide for the job.
D. All of the above

Proper identification of pests is crucial in pest management for several reasons that are
all interconnected.   Firstly, accurate pest identification helps in avoiding injury to
non-target organisms. When pest control measures are implemented, using the wrong
pesticide or applying treatment indiscriminately can harm beneficial insects, pets, or
other wildlife. Understanding the specific pest allows for targeted approaches that
minimize risk to these non-target organisms.  Secondly, identifying the pest enables
treatment of the real source of a problem. Different pests may have unique habitats,
behaviors, and life cycles. By correctly identifying the pest, a pest control professional
can determine where the pest originates and the most effective methods to control it,
which helps ensure that the underlying issues are addressed rather than just treating
symptoms.  Finally, proper identification assists in selecting the right pesticide for the
job. Not all pesticides are effective against all types of pests, and some may be
specifically formulated for certain species or life stages. Knowing exactly which pest is
being dealt with allows for the application of the most appropriate and effective product. 
Thus, these key reasons demonstrate why comprehensive pest identification is essential
in successful pest management strategies, making “all of the above” the most accurate
choice in highlighting its importance.

6. A pest is considered anything that.....?
A. Injures humans, animals, crops, structures or possessions.
B. Competes with humans, domestic animals or crops for food

or water.
C. Spreads disease to humans, domestic animals or crops.
D. All of the above.

A pest is commonly defined by its impact on humans, animals, agriculture, or property.
This definition encompasses various negative interactions and consequences. For
instance, pests can cause injury to humans, which includes not only physical harm but
also emotional distress or inability to enjoy one's environment. They can also harm
animals by affecting their health or disrupting ecosystems.  Additionally, pests can
compete with humans and domestic animals for essential resources like food and water,
which can lead to scarcity and increased struggles for survival. This competition can have
significant implications for the economy, particularly in agricultural settings where crops
and livestock are vital for sustenance and commerce.  Moreover, certain pests are vectors
for diseases, posing health risks to both humans and animals. This trait is particularly
concerning in the context of public health and veterinary care, as diseases spread by
pests can lead to major outbreaks, undermining community well-being and economic
stability.  Considering all these factors, defining pests purely by these negative attributes
leads to a comprehensive understanding of their impact on various facets of human life
and the environment. Hence, recognizing that a pest is anything that can injure, compete
with, or spread disease illustrates the broad spectrum of pest-related issues, making "all
of the above" a suitable and inclusive answer.
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7. What is the best way to clean a washing machine after
laundering pesticide-soiled clothing?
A. Run a rinse cycle only
B. Clean the inside of the machine by hand
C. Run a complete, but empty cycle using hot water and

detergent
D. Use vinegar and baking soda to deodorize

Running a complete, but empty cycle using hot water and detergent is the most effective
method for cleaning a washing machine after laundering pesticide-soiled clothing. This
approach ensures that any residual pesticides that may have adhered to the drum or
components of the washing machine are thoroughly removed. The high temperature of
the water helps to break down any chemical residues, while the detergent acts to
emulsify and wash away contaminants.  In contrast, simply running a rinse cycle would
not be sufficient, as it may not effectively eliminate all traces of pesticides that might be
present in the machine. Cleaning by hand could miss areas where residues may
accumulate, and using vinegar and baking soda, while useful for deodorizing, does not
guarantee the removal of pesticide residues. Therefore, the method of running a full
cycle with hot water and detergent is the most reliable option for ensuring that the
washing machine is free from harmful pesticides, thus safeguarding future laundry loads.

8. Who is responsible for keeping bees away when spraying
near bee colonies?
A. Only the pesticide applicator
B. The owners of the bees alone
C. The pesticide applicator and the owners of the bees
D. Environmental agencies

The correct understanding regarding the responsibility for keeping bees away when
spraying near bee colonies lies in recognizing the specific roles and responsibilities of
both pesticide applicators and beekeepers. In practice, beekeepers have a vested interest
in the health of their colonies and are typically expected to take proactive measures to
protect their bees from potential risks associated with pesticide applications. This
includes notifying surrounding pesticide applicators of the presence of their hives,
implementing proper management techniques, and, at times, relocating their colonies
during applications if necessary.  Pesticide applicators are indeed required to be aware of
the presence of bees and to follow regulations and best management practices to
minimize risks to them; however, the primary responsibility for safeguarding the colonies
remains with the beekeepers. This is due to their intimate knowledge of their bees’
behaviors and needs, as well as the appropriate steps they can take to prevent exposure
to pesticides. In this context, the ownership of the bees implies that the beekeepers hold
the responsibility for their protection.   While other options may imply varying levels of
responsibility among different parties involved, the beekeepers are most directly
accountable for ensuring their bees are kept safe in such situations.
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9. What is the main reason you should not use cotton or
leather gloves when handling highly toxic pesticides?
A. They are not durable enough
B. Because they absorb pesticide and hold it close to your skin
C. They can create allergic reactions
D. They can reduce grip on equipment

Using cotton or leather gloves when handling highly toxic pesticides is discouraged
primarily because these materials can absorb the pesticide and retain it close to your
skin. This absorption creates a significant risk of pesticide exposure, as the toxins can
penetrate through the glove material, potentially leading to skin irritation or systemic
toxicity due to prolonged exposure.   When handling hazardous chemicals, it is crucial to
use gloves made from materials specifically designed to resist chemical permeation and
degradation. Such gloves provide a barrier that prevents pesticides from touching your
skin, thus minimizing the risk of contamination and ensuring safety during application.

10. Which of the following is NOT a route of pesticide
exposure?
A. Inhalation
B. Dermal
C. Ocular
D. Subcutaneous

Subcutaneous exposure refers to the introduction of substances beneath the skin,
typically through injection. In the context of pesticide exposure, this route is not
commonly recognized. Pesticides mainly enter the body through inhalation, which
involves breathing in airborne particles; dermal exposure, which occurs when pesticides
come into contact with the skin; and ocular exposure, which involves pesticides coming
into contact with the eyes. Each of these routes is relevant to understanding potential
risks when using pesticides and the safety precautions required to mitigate exposure.
Subcutaneous exposure, however, does not align with the typical pathways through which
individuals come into contact with pesticides in a structural pest control setting.
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