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1. What future does Koly envision for herself?
A. To marry and settle down
B. To continue living under societal restrictions
C. To live independently and define her own identity
D. To return to her previous life

2. What theme of identity is explored through Koly's
relationships with others?
A. Identity formed through education and profession
B. Identity shaped by personal aspirations and societal roles
C. Identity reliant on family wealth and status
D. Identity developed through travel and exploration

3. What symbolizes Koly's personal growth in the story?
A. The money she saves
B. The friendships she forms
C. The beautifully crafted saris she produces
D. The meals she prepares

4. What artistic symbolism is woven throughout the book?
A. The use of animals as symbols of loyalty
B. The use of flowers as symbols of beauty
C. The use of birds as symbols of freedom and entrapment
D. The use of nature to symbolize growth

5. What societal belief does Koly challenge through her
actions in the story?
A. Women's role in marriage
B. The value of education for girls
C. The dismissal of widows
D. The significance of familial loyalty

3Sample study guide. Visit https://srmshomelessbirdsem.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



6. What term describes guests remaining after an event has
finished?
A. Depart
B. Leave
C. Remain
D. linger

7. In what ways do Katherina's friendships shape her
character?
A. They provide competition and jealousy
B. They provide support and influence her identity
C. They create conflict in her life
D. They isolate her from family

8. What does Koly’s mother-in-law think of Koly?
A. She values her highly
B. She treats her with kindness
C. She does not value her and blames her for bringing

misfortune
D. She encourages her ambitions

9. What symbolism is associated with a white sari?
A. It is worn during festive occasions
B. It signifies purity and new beginnings
C. It is for widows
D. It represents wealth and status

10. What state was the person in when pulled from the river?
A. Alive
B. Conscious
C. Unconscious
D. Awake
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Answers
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1. C
2. B
3. C
4. C
5. C
6. D
7. B
8. C
9. C
10. C
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Explanations
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1. What future does Koly envision for herself?
A. To marry and settle down
B. To continue living under societal restrictions
C. To live independently and define her own identity
D. To return to her previous life

Koly envisions a future where she can live independently and define her own identity,
which reflects her journey throughout the narrative. Initially, she is constrained by
societal norms and the expectations placed upon her as a young widow in India. However,
as the story progresses, Koly becomes more aware of her own desires and aspirations
beyond the limitations imposed on her by tradition and circumstance.   This desire for
independence is particularly significant in the context of her experiences with love, loss,
and self-discovery. Koly's struggles and triumphs lead her to seek a life that is not
dictated by societal pressures but instead shaped by her own choices and goals. By the
conclusion of her journey, she embraces the idea of carving out a future that allows her
to truly express who she is, ultimately contrasting with the more traditional paths
suggested by the other options.

2. What theme of identity is explored through Koly's
relationships with others?
A. Identity formed through education and profession
B. Identity shaped by personal aspirations and societal roles
C. Identity reliant on family wealth and status
D. Identity developed through travel and exploration

The theme of identity as shaped by personal aspirations and societal roles is central to
Koly's journey in "Homeless Bird." Throughout the story, Koly navigates various
expectations placed upon her by society and her family, which significantly influences
her sense of self.   As she confronts the limitations of her situation, primarily in the
context of her arranged marriage and the subsequent challenges she faces after
becoming a widow, Koly's identity evolves. She grapples with the societal roles prescribed
to women in her culture while also holding onto her personal dreams and desires. This
tension between what is expected of her and what she wants for herself highlights how
her identity is not solely formed by external circumstances but also by her internal
aspirations.   The other options center on aspects that do not fully encompass the
complexities of Koly's identity as palpably as this theme does. For instance, while
education and profession, family wealth, and travel are indeed significant aspects of
identity, they do not capture the essence of Koly's personal journey of self-discovery and
the impact of societal roles on her aspirations and choices, which is at the heart of her
character development throughout the narrative.

8Sample study guide. Visit https://srmshomelessbirdsem.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



3. What symbolizes Koly's personal growth in the story?
A. The money she saves
B. The friendships she forms
C. The beautifully crafted saris she produces
D. The meals she prepares

Koly's personal growth is symbolized by the beautifully crafted saris she produces
because these saris represent her journey from a passive acceptance of her
circumstances to a position of empowerment and creative expression. Throughout the
story, Koly learns to channel her feelings, experiences, and skills into the art of
sari-making, which not only helps her find a sense of purpose but also showcases her
resilience and individuality.   The process of creating these saris allows Koly to reconnect
with her identity, develop her talents, and assert her independence in a challenging
environment. Each sari she produces holds the essence of her struggle, growth, and
creativity, making it a powerful symbol of her transformation. This aspect highlights her
ability to rise above adversity, illustrating how she turns her hardships into something
beautiful and valuable.   While other elements, like friendships or money saved, may
contribute to her overall experience and growth, it is the act of creating these saris that
distinctly marks her development and self-discovery throughout the narrative.

4. What artistic symbolism is woven throughout the book?
A. The use of animals as symbols of loyalty
B. The use of flowers as symbols of beauty
C. The use of birds as symbols of freedom and entrapment
D. The use of nature to symbolize growth

In "Homeless Bird," the use of birds serves as a powerful and multifaceted symbol. Birds
represent both freedom and entrapment, reflecting the main character Kiran's struggles
and desires throughout the narrative. On one hand, birds embody the longing for
liberation from societal constraints and the pursuit of personal identity, especially for
Kiran, who dreams of a life beyond her oppressive circumstances. On the other hand, the
repetitive instances of birds in cages or confined spaces illustrate the reality of her
situation, highlighting themes of restriction, cultural expectations, and the challenges
faced by women in her society. This duality creates a rich layer of meaning, allowing
readers to grasp the complexity of Kiran's journey toward autonomy and self-discovery.
This theme resonates deeply throughout the story, making the symbolism of birds
integral to understanding Kiran's emotional and physical landscape.   While the other
options touch on significant themes, they do not capture the same depth of duality and
specific relevance to Kiran's character and journey as the symbolism of birds does. The
themes of loyalty, beauty, and growth are less central to the overarching narrative
focused on freedom and confinement.
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5. What societal belief does Koly challenge through her
actions in the story?
A. Women's role in marriage
B. The value of education for girls
C. The dismissal of widows
D. The significance of familial loyalty

Koly's actions in the story effectively challenge the societal belief regarding the dismissal
of widows. Throughout the narrative, she navigates a world that often marginalizes and
devalues widows, subjecting them to isolation and neglect. By asserting her own identity
and seeking independence despite the stigma attached to her status as a widow, Koly
defies the notion that widows should be pitied or overlooked.  Her journey demonstrates
resilience and the courage to pursue a meaningful life, illustrating that a widow can
possess strength and agency rather than being marginalized. This shift in perspective
leverages Koly's personal growth and challenges societal norms, encouraging readers to
reconsider the treatment of widows within the broader context of society. Her story
highlights the importance of recognizing individual worth and humanity beyond societal
labels, which is a significant narrative arc in the context of her experiences.   The other
options, while important themes in the story, do not encapsulate Koly's most profound
challenge to societal beliefs as effectively as her stance against the dismissal of widows.
The struggle against these societal perceptions creates a powerful commentary on the
need for change in how widows are viewed and treated.

6. What term describes guests remaining after an event has
finished?
A. Depart
B. Leave
C. Remain
D. linger

The term "linger" effectively captures the essence of guests staying around after an event
has concluded. It implies a sense of hesitation or reluctance to depart, often suggesting
that the guests are enjoying the ambiance, conversations, or surroundings and are not in
a hurry to leave. This connotation of remaining in place reflects a more extended stay
than simply leaving or departing, which can suggest a more definitive act of exiting.   In
contrast, the other options—while related—do not convey the same nuance. For example,
"depart" and "leave" indicate a prompt or intentional movement away from a location,
and "remain" denotes staying in a place without the same emotional or contextual layers
that "linger" provides. Thus, "linger" is the most fitting term for guests who choose to
stick around after an event, capturing both the action and the underlying sentiment.

10Sample study guide. Visit https://srmshomelessbirdsem.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



7. In what ways do Katherina's friendships shape her
character?
A. They provide competition and jealousy
B. They provide support and influence her identity
C. They create conflict in her life
D. They isolate her from family

Katherina's friendships play a significant role in her development throughout the story,
as they provide essential support and contribute to her identity formation. Through her
interactions with friends, Katherina experiences comfort, camaraderie, and emotional
backing during challenging times. This support is crucial as she navigates the difficulties
in her life, such as her strained relationship with her family and her own personal
struggles.  Additionally, her friendships serve as a mirror through which she can better
understand herself and her desires. They encourage her growth and allow her to explore
her individuality in a way that may not be possible in her family dynamics. This
supportive atmosphere fosters a sense of belonging and helps her gain confidence,
ultimately shaping her character as she learns to assert her own wants and needs.  While
competition, conflict, or isolation may exist in Katherina's relationships, they do not
define her friendships' overall impact. Instead, it is the supportive and influential aspects
of these connections that play a pivotal role in her character development.

8. What does Koly’s mother-in-law think of Koly?
A. She values her highly
B. She treats her with kindness
C. She does not value her and blames her for bringing

misfortune
D. She encourages her ambitions

Koly’s mother-in-law has a negative perception of her throughout much of the story. She
does not value Koly and instead believes that Koly has brought misfortune to the family,
especially after the death of Koly’s husband, which she sees as a calamity. This
perspective leads to a lack of support and kindness from her mother-in-law, creating a
challenging and oppressive atmosphere for Koly. This dynamic illustrates the harsh
realities that Koly faces in her new environment and the cultural expectations placed
upon her as a widow. The other options do not align with this established relationship;
her mother-in-law’s actions and words reflect disdain rather than encouragement,
kindness, or appreciation.
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9. What symbolism is associated with a white sari?
A. It is worn during festive occasions
B. It signifies purity and new beginnings
C. It is for widows
D. It represents wealth and status

A white sari is often associated with widows in various cultural contexts, particularly in
India. This symbolism stems from the traditional customs that require widows to wear
white as a sign of mourning and loss, reflecting the societal views regarding widowhood.
White is seen as a color representing death and mourning, thus making it more
appropriate for those who have experienced the loss of a spouse.   In contrast, other
options refer to different meanings. For instance, while some people may wear white for
purity and new beginnings in certain ceremonies or events, this is not the primary
association of a white sari within the context of widowhood. Additionally, white is not
typically associated with wealth or status; those aspects more commonly connect to
vibrant colors and embellished garments. In festive occasions, bright and lively colors are
favored, making that interpretation less relevant to the symbolism of a white sari.

10. What state was the person in when pulled from the river?
A. Alive
B. Conscious
C. Unconscious
D. Awake

The correct choice is C, as it accurately represents the state of the person when they
were pulled from the river. If an individual is described as unconscious, this means they
are not responsive and cannot be awakened. In the context of a rescue from a river, being
unconscious typically implies that the person might have faced a serious risk, such as
drowning or being subjected to the cold water, resulting in their inability to respond or
regain awareness.  Being alive, conscious, or awake suggests that the individual has
some level of awareness or responsiveness, which would not align with the gravity of
being pulled from a river under dire circumstances. In such situations, it is crucial to
understand the implications of being unconscious, as it indicates a critical state
requiring immediate medical attention, which is a common scenario in rescue operations.
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