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1. What type of alerts can be created in Splunk ES?
A. Only scheduled alerts
B. Alerts based on real-time data and continuous monitoring
C. Only static alerts

D. Alerts exclusively for administrative actions

2. What type of analysis does the risk score originate from?
A. Historical analysis
B. Real-time threat detection
C. Data normalization
D. Correlation search evaluation

3. An administrator is asked to configure an "Nslookup"

adaptive response action. What steps would be taken to
configure this option?

A. Configure -> Content Management -> Type: Correlation
Search -> Notable -> Recommended Action -> Nslookup

B. Access the Incident Review dashboard and set the
recommended action

C. Modify the correlation search directly in the search bar
D. Navigate to settings and create a new adaptive response

4. What is a "Search Head Clustering" in Splunk ES?

A. A configuration that allows multiple search heads to work
together to provide high availability and load balancing

B. A method for hiding sensitive data during searches
C. A feature that automatically generates reports from logs
D. A user interface for real-time data visualization

5. What should an admin consider regarding user roles within
Splunk ES?

A. User roles should be aligned with security policies
B. All users must have admin access

C. User roles need to be changed monthly

D. Roles should only limit data access
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6. What is the function of a "Lookup" in Splunk ES?
A. To block unauthorized access to sensitive data

B. To enrich event data with additional context via static
datasets

C. To compress log files for storage
D. To prioritize alerts based on severity

7. ES needs to be installed on a search head with which of the
following options?

A. Only default built-in and CIM-compliant apps
B. All third-party apps

C. Custom-built applications only

D. Any installed applications

8. What feature allows you to visualize security data
graphically in Splunk ES?

A. The Pivot interface

B. The Dashboard app

C. The Visualization Studio

D. The Search Processing Language

9. What reporting capability does Splunk ES provide for
compliance audits?

A. Custom reports based on user input

B. Real-time monitoring of compliance metrics

C. Pre-built reports that align with regulatory standards
D. Manual reporting tools for ad-hoc requests

10. After extracting the correct fields, what is the next step to
include an eventtype in a data model node?

A. Create a new event type
B. Run the correct search
C. Add the event type to a dashboard
D. Define the data model permissions
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Answers
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Explanations
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1. What type of alerts can be created in Splunk ES?
A. Only scheduled alerts

B. Alerts based on real-time data and continuous monitoring
C. Only static alerts

D. Alerts exclusively for administrative actions

The correct answer is that alerts can be created based on real-time data and continuous
monitoring. In Splunk Enterprise Security (ES), alerts play a critical role in identifying
potential security threats and incidents as they occur. By leveraging real-time data,
Splunk ES allows organizations to set up alerts that respond immediately to specific
conditions or events detected in the data streams. This capability is essential for
proactive threat detection and response, enhancing an organization’s security posture.
Real-time alerts can track anomalies, suspicious activities, or events that match
particular criteria defined by the user, enabling security teams to act quickly. This
monitoring can be tailored to the needs of the organization, allowing alerts for a range of
scenarios, from unauthorized access attempts to critical system failures. Other options
focus too narrowly on specific types of alerts. The option implying only scheduled alerts
limits the scope of alerting capabilities in Splunk ES, which extends far beyond just
scheduling. The choice stating only static alerts dismisses the dynamic nature of security
threats that require real-time responses. Finally, the option suggesting alerts exclusively
for administrative actions overlooks the broader scope of potential alerts relevant to
security incidents. Thus, the comprehensive capabilities of Splunk ES allow for a
wide-ranging approach to alert management, firmly establishing the validity of the
answer

2. What type of analysis does the risk score originate from?
A. Historical analysis
B. Real-time threat detection
C. Data normalization
D. Correlation search evaluation

The risk score in Splunk’s Enterprise Security framework originates from correlation
search evaluation. This process involves analyzing a wide array of security-related data
and applying predefined correlation searches that detect specific patterns of behavior
that may indicate security incidents. When these correlation searches are executed, they
assess various attributes such as user behavior, asset risk levels, and threat intelligence
indicators to generate a risk score that reflects the potential impact of detected
anomalies or threats. Through correlation searches, security administrators can
prioritize alerts based on their risk scores, helping teams focus on the most critical
issues first. This method allows for a more comprehensive understanding of the security
landscape by continuously evaluating incoming data against established security criteria
and threat models. Ultimately, it provides a proactive approach to threat detection and
enhances an organization’s ability to respond to security incidents effectively.
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3. An administrator is asked to configure an "Nslookup"
adaptive response action. What steps would be taken to
configure this option?

A. Configure -> Content Management -> Type: Correlation
Search -> Notable -> Recommended Action -> Nslookup

B. Access the Incident Review dashboard and set the
recommended action

C. Modify the correlation search directly in the search bar
D. Navigate to settings and create a new adaptive response

To configure an "Nslookup" adaptive response action, the correct approach is found in
the process of modifying the recommended action within the context of a correlation
search. In the Splunk environment, adaptive response actions are often linked to notable
events that arise from specific correlation searches. The pathway outlined in the correct
choice emphasizes accessing the Content Management section and selecting the
involvement of correlation searches to set a recommended action for notable events.
When navigating to Content Management and choosing the appropriate correlation
search, administrators can specify various actions to be taken automatically when certain
conditions are met, such as running an "Nslookup" command for domain name resolution
associated with an IP address logged in a notable event. This functionality is vital for
incident response workflows, ensuring that actionable insights can be derived quickly
from security alerts. The other options, while they touch upon aspects of incident review
and correlation searches, do not provide the systematic and organized way to configure
the adaptive response specific to the "Nslookup" action. For instance, accessing the
Incident Review dashboard directly does not allow for direct configuration of correlation
search actions in a way that aligns with adaptive response management. Modifying the
correlation search in the search bar lacks the targeted approach needed for adaptive
response settings and might not encompass the comprehensive configuration required.
Meanwhile
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4. What is a "Search Head Clustering" in Splunk ES?

A. A configuration that allows multiple search heads to work
together to provide high availability and load balancing

B. A method for hiding sensitive data during searches
C. A feature that automatically generates reports from logs
D. A user interface for real-time data visualization

Search Head Clustering in Splunk Enterprise Security (ES) is primarily a configuration
that allows multiple search heads to work collaboratively. This arrangement is essential
for achieving high availability, ensuring that even if one of the search heads fails, others
can take over the workload seamlessly. Additionally, it balances the search load among
the various search heads, improving response times for user queries and enhancing
overall search performance. In such a clustered environment, multiple search heads can
share knowledge objects, which ensures consistency and ease of management across the
cluster. This setup is particularly beneficial for large organizations that require
sustained performance and uptime for their search operations, as it mitigates the risks
associated with single points of failure and distributes the workload more efficiently.
Other options focus on unrelated functionalities. For instance, hiding sensitive data
during searches pertains more to data masking or security measures rather than
clustering functionalities. The automatic generation of reports from logs is a task that
may occur from the results of searches but is not a feature of search head clustering
specifically. Finally, user interfaces for real-time data visualization may utilize data
processed by search heads but do not represent the clustering architecture itself. Hence,
option A is the most accurate answer regarding the purpose and functionality of Search
Head Clustering within Splunk ES.

5. What should an admin consider regarding user roles within
Splunk ES?

A. User roles should be aligned with security policies

B. All users must have admin access
C. User roles need to be changed monthly
D. Roles should only limit data access

In the context of managing user roles within Splunk Enterprise Security (ES), aligning
user roles with security policies is crucial for ensuring that the principles of least
privilege and segregation of duties are adhered to. This alignment helps enforce
organizational security policies effectively, allowing users to access only the data and
functionalities necessary for their specific job functions. By doing so, it reduces the risk
of unauthorized access to sensitive information and minimizes the potential for security
breaches. User roles should be carefully configured to reflect not just the tasks users
perform but also the overall security framework of the organization. This approach
ensures that the permissions granted align with both operational needs and the
overarching compliance requirements, enhancing the security posture of the Splunk
deployment. The other options do not reflect best practices for role management. For
instance, providing all users with admin access would create unnecessary risks and
expose the system to potential misuse. Requiring monthly changes to user roles could
lead to confusion and inconsistencies in access control. Finally, merely limiting data
access does not account for the importance of defining user capabilities according to the
organization's policies and requirements.

Sample study guide. Visit https://splunksecurityadmin.examzify.com for the full version

10



6. What is the function of a "Lookup" in Splunk ES?
A. To block unauthorized access to sensitive data

B. To enrich event data with additional context via static
datasets

C. To compress log files for storage
D. To prioritize alerts based on severity

A "Lookup" in Splunk Enterprise Security (ES) is used to enrich event data with
additional context through the integration of static datasets. This capability allows
administrators and analysts to enhance the information contained in their logs with
supplementary data, such as user roles, geographic information, or asset inventories. By
doing so, the resulting enriched data becomes more informative and actionable, enabling
deeper analysis and better decision-making. For instance, if a security event is logged
that includes an IP address, performing a lookup can add contextual data such as the
owner of the IP address or the geographic location from which the connection originated.
This additional context can significantly improve the investigative process, helping
security teams prioritize responses and understand the scope and impact of a potential
incident. The other options, while related to security and data handling, do not represent
the primary function of lookups in Splunk ES. Blocking unauthorized access is addressed
through policies and permissions, while compressing log files pertains to data storage
and management rather than enrichment. Prioritizing alerts based on severity involves
different techniques like using correlation searches and not the lookup feature.

7. ES needs to be installed on a search head with which of the
following options?

A. Only default built-in and CIM-compliant apps
B. All third-party apps
C. Custom-built applications only

D. Any installed applications

For the deployment of Enterprise Security (ES) in Splunk, it is essential to install it on a
search head that is running compatible applications. The correct answer, which states
that only default built-in and CIM-compliant apps should be installed alongside ES,
highlights the importance of maintaining compatibility and ensuring that the security
framework operates optimally. Enterprise Security is designed to work seamlessly with
the Common Information Model (CIM), which provides a standardized framework for
data. By adhering to this framework and utilizing default built-in apps, Splunk ensures
that data ingestion, normalization, and analysis are conducted appropriately, allowing ES
to perform its functions without conflicts or errors. Installing arbitrary third-party or
custom-built applications could introduce discrepancies in how data is processed or
accessed, potentially undermining ES’s effectiveness. It is vital for maintaining the
integrity of security monitoring and incident response capabilities within the enterprise
environment. This focus on default and CIM-compliant options helps guarantee that all
data sources are correctly interpreted and used within the security context, thereby
enhancing overall security posture.
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8. What feature allows you to visualize security data
graphically in Splunk ES?
A. The Pivot interface
B. The Dashboard app
C. The Visualization Studio
D. The Search Processing Language

The Pivot interface is a feature in Splunk ES that provides users with a user-friendly way
to visualize security data without needing extensive knowledge of search queries or
coding. It allows users to easily create charts, graphs, and tables based on various data
sources and fields, making it accessible for those who may not be familiar with complex
Splunk functionalities. Using the Pivot interface, users can drag and drop fields to
generate visualizations that represent their security data dynamically. This tool is
particularly beneficial in security contexts, as it enables analysts to quickly surface
trends, anomalies, and potential security incidents in a visual format that is easier to
interpret than raw data. While other options may pertain to visualization or data
manipulation within Splunk, the Pivot interface stands out as specifically designed for
creating visualizations with minimal configuration and maximal accessibility, particularly
suited for users focusing on security analytics. The Dashboard app, for example, allows
for more customized visual presentations but often requires a deeper understanding of
Splunk searches, whereas the Visualization Studio is more of a feature set for advanced
visualizations and not specific to security data. The Search Processing Language, though
powerful for querying and manipulating data, does not inherently provide visualization
capabilities by itself.

9. What reporting capability does Splunk ES provide for
compliance audits?

A. Custom reports based on user input
B. Real-time monitoring of compliance metrics
C. Pre-built reports that align with regulatory standards

D. Manual reporting tools for ad-hoc requests

Splunk Enterprise Security (ES) is designed to assist organizations in maintaining
compliance with various regulatory standards. The platform includes a range of pre-built
reports that are specifically aligned with common compliance frameworks, such as PCI
DSS, HIPAA, and GDPR. These reports are critical because they not only save time in the
auditing process but also ensure that all necessary data points are covered according to
regulatory requirements. By utilizing these pre-built reports, security teams can easily
demonstrate compliance during audits, as they are structured to present data in a way
that aligns with what auditors typically require. This ensures that organizations can
efficiently gather and present their security posture and compliance status without
having to create reports from scratch for each audit period. In contrast, options
involving custom reports or manual reporting tools may require more effort and may not
inherently reflect compliance with specific standards. Real-time monitoring of
compliance metrics is vital for ongoing security practices, but it does not replace the
necessity for formalized reporting required during compliance audits.
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10. After extracting the correct fields, what is the next step to
include an eventtype in a data model node?

A. Create a new event type
B. Run the correct search
C. Add the event type to a dashboard
D. Define the data model permissions

Choosing to run the correct search is the appropriate next step after extracting the
correct fields for including an event type in a data model node. This step is crucial
because the data model relies on searches that define how the data is structured and
categorized within Splunk. By running this search, you ensure that the data model is
populated with the relevant events based on the criteria specified in the event type. This
process solidifies the connection between the extracted fields and the event type,
enabling the data model to properly interpret and utilize these events for further analysis
and reporting. An effective search allows you to test the event type's configuration,
ensuring that it captures the intended subset of events from your data, which is essential
for accurate results in visualizations and reports. Integrating an event type into a data
model node relies heavily on this foundational step of executing a defined search,
establishing the groundwork for successful data representation and usage thereafter.
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