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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which administration scaled down Reagan's SDI to GPALS?
A. Reagan
B. Bush Sr.
C. Clinton
D. Carter

2. Which step can take over a year in the satellite deployment process?
A. Getting UN approval and an International Designation Number assigned.
B. Selecting a launch site.
C. Assembling at the launch site.
D. Performing a system checkout.

3. Explorer I was launched on which date?
A. January 31, 1958
B. October 4, 1957
C. January 31, 1959
D. December 17, 1950

4. What is a major risk associated with debris from ASAT tests?
A. It creates long-term hazards in low Earth orbit.
B. It improves satellite performance due to fragmentation.
C. It has no effect on other satellites.
D. It reduces the risk of collisions.

5. Which of the following statements describes a 1990s step China took to
develop military space capabilities?
A. Began launching the Yaogan series of reconnaissance and surveillance

satellites.
B. conducted its first successful co-orbital ASAT test.
C. conducted its first successful direct-ascent ASAT test.
D. Deployed improved GEO COMSATs and weather satellites in both LEO and

GEO (Fengyun series).
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6. During the Corona program, when was the first film canister successfully
recovered?
A. August 1960
B. August 1965
C. May 1958
D. October 1962

7. Which statement below best describes how a satellite's field of view differs
from its field of regard?
A. The field of regard is all of the area within a satellite's line of sight at any given

moment; the field of view is the area within the field of regard that is being
perceived by the sensor.

B. The field of view is all of the area within a satellite's line of sight at any given
moment; the field of regard is the area within the field of regard that is being
perceived by the sensor.

C. The field of regard is all mission areas the satellite is designed to support; the
field of view is the particular mission the satellite is performing at any given
moment.

D. The field of view is what the satellite sees ahead of it in its orbital path; the
field of regard is the list of objects that may cross that orbital path creating risk
for the satellite.

8. In Krepon's view, which approach should the United States take to preserve
freedom of action in space?
A. The United States should not jeopardize its advantages in space by pursing

weapons.
B. The United States should pursue space weapons to expand freedom of action.
C. The United States should withdraw from space to prevent conflict.
D. The United States should rely on allies to maintain space superiority.

9. During the Clinton administration, which policy change defined peaceful
purposes to include intelligence-related activities?
A. He was worried that weaponizing space would anger Moscow leading to

another Cold War.
B. He wanted to abide by the ABM treaty and the peaceful uses of space

constraints established in international space law.
C. He was an arms control advocate who wanted a treaty banning ASATs.
D. He wanted to use the money for a new long-range bomber instead.
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10. Which five subsystems make up a typical spacecraft bus?
A. Propulsion and thrust; thermal control; electrical power; guidance and

navigation; communications and data handling.
B. Electrical power, attitude control, navigation, Structural, and radiation

detection.
C. Structural, thermal control, electrical power, payload, and booster separation.
D. Attitude control, electrical power, launch control, thermal control, structural.
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Answers

Sample study guide, visit https://spaceandnatsecurity.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 9

SAMPLE



1. B
2. A
3. A
4. A
5. A
6. A
7. A
8. A
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. Which administration scaled down Reagan's SDI to GPALS?
A. Reagan
B. Bush Sr.
C. Clinton
D. Carter

This question tests your understanding of how Reagan’s broad missile-defense idea was reshaped into a more
limited plan. Reagan’s Strategic Defense Initiative aimed for a wide, ambitious shield, but in the Bush
administration the concept was reframed as Global Protection Against Limited Strikes, a smaller, more
negotiable defense approach designed to fit with arms-control talks and verifiable limits. This shift to a more
modest, diplomacy-linked framework happened under George H. W. Bush, making him the correct answer.
Reagan continued to push the grand SDI vision, while Clinton and Carter did not introduce this scaled-down
GPALS approach.

2. Which step can take over a year in the satellite deployment process?
A. Getting UN approval and an International Designation Number assigned.
B. Selecting a launch site.
C. Assembling at the launch site.
D. Performing a system checkout.

The step that can take over a year is the regulatory and registry process involving UN approval and obtaining the
International Designation (COSPAR ID). This isn’t about the hardware or the launch timeline; it’s about
international coordination and compliance. Getting UN approval involves interfacing with multiple national
authorities, ensuring adherence to space law, export controls, and end-use assurances, and then registering the
space object in the international registry. The COSPAR ID (International Designation) is assigned after the launch
data are verified and recorded across international catalogs, which can require extensive data gathering, reviews,
and possible corrections. All of this intergovernmental and interagency coordination tends to be slow and can
easily span many months to more than a year.  In contrast, choosing a launch site, assembling the satellite at
the launch site, and running a system checkout are operational steps that follow the project’s manufacturing and
integration schedule. They are bounded by engineering timelines and logistics, and while they can be delayed,
they generally occur within months rather than being prolonged by regulatory approvals and registry processes.

3. Explorer I was launched on which date?
A. January 31, 1958
B. October 4, 1957
C. January 31, 1959
D. December 17, 1950

The date a mission actually lifts off is what this item tests, focusing on the exact launch moment of the first U.S.
satellite. Explorer I, the United States’ first satellite and a milestone in the early space race, launched from Cape
Canaveral on January 31, 1958, aboard a Juno I rocket. That date is the historical record for when the satellite
left the ground and began its mission, which later yielded important science like evidence of the Van Allen
radiation belts. The other dates correspond to different events or times not tied to Explorer I’s launch, so they
don’t fit the event in question.
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4. What is a major risk associated with debris from ASAT tests?
A. It creates long-term hazards in low Earth orbit.
B. It improves satellite performance due to fragmentation.
C. It has no effect on other satellites.
D. It reduces the risk of collisions.

The major risk is that debris from ASAT tests piles up in low Earth orbit and remains there for years, or even
decades. When an ASAT test creates fragments, those pieces spread into similar orbits and travel at very high
speeds. Even tiny fragments can cause serious damage to operational satellites, ground facilities, and human
missions if they collide. Over time, the debris population grows, raising the likelihood of further collisions in a
chain-reaction effect known as a debris cascade. That long-lasting presence of junk in the same orbital region is
what makes it a long-term hazard.  The other statements don’t fit because fragmentation harms performance
and safety rather than improving it, it does affect other satellites by increasing collision risk, and it does not
reduce collision risk—in fact, it raises it.

5. Which of the following statements describes a 1990s step China took to
develop military space capabilities?
A. Began launching the Yaogan series of reconnaissance and surveillance

satellites.
B. conducted its first successful co-orbital ASAT test.
C. conducted its first successful direct-ascent ASAT test.
D. Deployed improved GEO COMSATs and weather satellites in both LEO and

GEO (Fengyun series).
The main idea is that China began moving into space-based military intelligence and surveillance in the 1990s.
The Yaogan family consists of reconnaissance and surveillance satellites that China deployed to gather imagery
and signals intelligence from orbit. This marks a deliberate step to field military space assets, giving the PLA
persistent cross-domain awareness— maritime, ground, and electronic signals—without relying on others’
satellites. That shift toward in-orbit ISR capacity in the 1990s stands out as an early, concrete move in building a
space-enabled military posture.  The other ideas describe capabilities that either don’t focus on military space
reconnaissance in the 1990s or refer to activities that came later or in different contexts. Anti-satellite tests and
related kinetic programs evolved as separate programs, and while wind/weather/communication satellites exist
and evolve, they don’t specifically illustrate the same early move into space-based military reconnaissance that
the Yaogan program represents.
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6. During the Corona program, when was the first film canister successfully
recovered?
A. August 1960
B. August 1965
C. May 1958
D. October 1962

This question hinges on when the Corona program first proved that its film-return system could actually bring
the imagery back to Earth. The milestone date is August 1960, when the film canister was successfully
recovered after reentry. That moment showed the entire concept worked in practice—camera film deployed in
orbit, contained in a capsule, returned by parachute, and recovered at sea for analysis. It marked the first
successful retrieval, paving the way for the subsequent series of reconnaissance missions.  The other dates
don’t fit the milestone. May 1958 is before the Corona flight tests began, October 1962 comes after the initial
breakthrough and during a different period of the program, and August 1965 is beyond the early phase of the
Corona program.

7. Which statement below best describes how a satellite's field of view differs
from its field of regard?
A. The field of regard is all of the area within a satellite's line of sight at any given

moment; the field of view is the area within the field of regard that is being
perceived by the sensor.

B. The field of view is all of the area within a satellite's line of sight at any given
moment; the field of regard is the area within the field of regard that is being
perceived by the sensor.

C. The field of regard is all mission areas the satellite is designed to support; the
field of view is the particular mission the satellite is performing at any given
moment.

D. The field of view is what the satellite sees ahead of it in its orbital path; the
field of regard is the list of objects that may cross that orbital path creating risk
for the satellite.

The key idea is that one term describes where the sensor could potentially look, while the other describes what it
is actually imaging right now. The field of regard is the total region of space (or ground area) that the satellite
could point to given its attitude and constraints at a moment in time. The field of view is the specific chunk
within that reachable region that the sensor is currently imaging.  So, the statement is correct because the field
of regard sets the overall envelope the satellite could observe, and the field of view is the portion of that
envelope that the sensor is actively perceiving. In other words, FOV is a subset of FOR, representing the current
looking window inside the larger reachable zone.  The other descriptions don’t fit because they mix up the two
concepts or describe unrelated ideas.
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8. In Krepon's view, which approach should the United States take to preserve
freedom of action in space?
A. The United States should not jeopardize its advantages in space by pursing

weapons.
B. The United States should pursue space weapons to expand freedom of action.
C. The United States should withdraw from space to prevent conflict.
D. The United States should rely on allies to maintain space superiority.

The approach is to protect the United States’ freedom to operate in space by avoiding the weaponization of
space. The idea is that adding weapons to space would invite countermeasures and spark an arms race among
competitors, making space more fragile and contested. By not pursuing space weapons, the U.S. aims to
preserve its advantages through non-weapon means—such as resilience, redundancy, and robust space
infrastructure—while reducing the likelihood that adversaries see space as a battlefield.  Context helps here:
freedom of action in space depends on reliable, uninterrupted access to satellites and data. Weaponizing space
could provoke adversaries to develop defenses, countermeasures, or anti-satellite capabilities in kind, raising
the risk of accidental or intentional damage to essential assets. Instead, focusing on norms, transparency,
diplomacy, and resilient systems helps keep space operations stable and predictable, preserving the ability to
act when needed without triggering unnecessary escalation.  Other approaches that rely on deploying space
weapons, or withdrawing from space or relying solely on allies, tend to increase instability or dependence and
can undermine real freedom of action.

9. During the Clinton administration, which policy change defined peaceful
purposes to include intelligence-related activities?
A. He was worried that weaponizing space would anger Moscow leading to

another Cold War.
B. He wanted to abide by the ABM treaty and the peaceful uses of space

constraints established in international space law.
C. He was an arms control advocate who wanted a treaty banning ASATs.
D. He wanted to use the money for a new long-range bomber instead.

The key idea is how space policy defines “peaceful uses.” International space law, including the Outer Space
Treaty and related agreements, frames space activities as peaceful and allows national security and scientific
uses that don’t weaponize space. During the Clinton years, a shift focused on interpreting peaceful purposes to
cover intelligence-related activities conducted with space assets, while still operating within treaty constraints.
This is why tying the change to abiding by the ABM treaty and the peaceful-use constraints from international
space law best captures the move: it shows working within established treaties and broadening what counts as
peaceful—to include intelligence gathering via space systems—rather than pursuing outright space
weaponization, banning ASATs, or funding other weapons programs.
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10. Which five subsystems make up a typical spacecraft bus?
A. Propulsion and thrust; thermal control; electrical power; guidance and

navigation; communications and data handling.
B. Electrical power, attitude control, navigation, Structural, and radiation

detection.
C. Structural, thermal control, electrical power, payload, and booster separation.
D. Attitude control, electrical power, launch control, thermal control, structural.

Think of the spacecraft bus as the platform that keeps the mission possible by providing the basic, non-payload
support functions: energy, motion, temperature control, orientation, and data exchange. The five subsystems
listed in the correct choice cover exactly those core platform needs. Propulsion and thrust handle orbit changes
and attitude adjustments, thermal control keeps all equipment within safe temperature ranges, electrical power
supplies the energy the bus and payload need, guidance and navigation determine and control where the
spacecraft is pointing, and communications and data handling manage onboard processing and the link to
ground stations.   The other options mix in items that aren’t typically considered standard bus subsystems:
structure is a separate, foundational element rather than a dynamic subsystem; payload or specific
launch-related functions aren’t part of the bus during normal operation; radiation detection isn’t a universal bus
function. The set that includes propulsion, thermal control, power, guidance/navigation, and
communications/data handling best represents the typical bus architecture that supports a spacecraft’s
mission.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://spaceandnatsecurity.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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