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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://sdestheticlawsrules.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 4

SAMPLE



Questions
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1. Who is responsible for regulating esthetic practices in South Dakota?
A. The local health department
B. The South Dakota Cosmetology Commission
C. Individual salon owners
D. The state attorney general

2. What is a common reason for obtaining a temporary salon license?
A. Regular practice
B. State examination
C. Short-term job opportunities
D. License renewal

3. What is the minimum square footage required for space in a salon?
A. 100 sq ft
B. 120 sq ft
C. 150 sq ft
D. 200 sq ft

4. What is required for waste disposal in a salon?
A. A covered lid for waste container
B. A trash bin without lid
C. A recycling container
D. A small open container

5. Do South Dakota esthetician licenses expire on the same date every year?
A. Yes, they all expire on December 31st
B. No, expiration dates vary based on initial licensure
C. All licenses expire every two years
D. Licenses do not expire as long as continuing education is fulfilled

6. What is the first step you should take before attending to a client?
A. Apply product
B. Wash and sanitize your hands
C. Put on a cape
D. Check your notes
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7. What is one of the qualifications for members of the professional
commission in cosmetology?
A. Must be a licensed esthetician
B. Must be a resident of the state
C. Must have 10 years of experience
D. Must be at least 18 years old

8. If you want to do hair for a wedding party, what must you do?
A. Notify local authorities
B. Document it through the salon
C. Get a special wedding license
D. Submit a request to the state board

9. What is one key element of sanitation that estheticians must follow?
A. Training on client consultation
B. Disinfection of tools and surfaces
C. Using organic products only
D. Storing products at room temperature

10. How many continuing education hours are required for license renewal in
South Dakota?
A. 2 hours
B. 4 hours
C. 6 hours
D. 8 hours
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. B
4. A
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. Who is responsible for regulating esthetic practices in South Dakota?
A. The local health department
B. The South Dakota Cosmetology Commission
C. Individual salon owners
D. The state attorney general

The South Dakota Cosmetology Commission is the governing body responsible for regulating esthetic practices
in the state. This commission oversees the licensing of estheticians, the establishment of practice standards,
and the enforcement of laws and regulations related to cosmetology and esthetics. They ensure that
practitioners have the necessary training and adhere to state guidelines, which helps maintain a high level of
safety and professionalism in the industry. By holding authority over licensing and education requirements, the
commission plays a crucial role in protecting public health and ensuring that esthetic services are performed
safely and ethically.  In contrast, while local health departments play a role in enforcing public health laws, they
do not specifically regulate esthetic practices. Individual salon owners may have responsibilities for their own
business operations and ensuring compliance with regulations, but they do not oversee the broader regulatory
framework. The state attorney general has a role in legal matters and enforcing laws but does not directly
regulate esthetic practices.

2. What is a common reason for obtaining a temporary salon license?
A. Regular practice
B. State examination
C. Short-term job opportunities
D. License renewal

A temporary salon license is commonly obtained for short-term job opportunities in the beauty industry. This
type of license allows a salon or spa to operate for a limited duration, often while the owner prepares to secure a
full, permanent license. Situations where professionals are needed for a brief time, such as during a busy season
or for special events, often arise, making a temporary license beneficial.   This flexibility supports business
continuity and ensures that clients can access services without interruption, even if the salon does not yet have
its permanent licensing in place. The parameters surrounding these temporary licenses are designed to
accommodate fluctuating demand and to allow new businesses to establish themselves in the market without
facing lengthy delays due to licensing processes.   Obtaining a temporary license underlines the importance of
compliance with state regulations while still providing the opportunity to meet immediate employment needs.

3. What is the minimum square footage required for space in a salon?
A. 100 sq ft
B. 120 sq ft
C. 150 sq ft
D. 200 sq ft

The minimum square footage required for a space in a salon is 120 square feet. This standard is established to
ensure that there is sufficient room for both the aesthetic services and the necessary equipment while also
allowing for movement and comfort for both clients and practitioners. This size is considered a baseline for
operational efficiency, safety, and professionalism in a salon environment.  A space of 120 square feet provides
enough area to accommodate essential furnishings and equipment, as well as comply with health and safety
regulations. Therefore, it is critical for those operating a salon to be aware of and adhere to these requirements,
promoting a pleasant and functional atmosphere for service delivery. Overall, a minimum of 120 square feet is
aimed at enhancing the overall client experience and maintaining an effective work environment for the service
providers.
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4. What is required for waste disposal in a salon?
A. A covered lid for waste container
B. A trash bin without lid
C. A recycling container
D. A small open container

The requirement for waste disposal in a salon emphasizes the importance of maintaining hygiene and preventing
contamination. A covered lid for a waste container is essential because it helps contain odors, protects against
pests, and ensures that waste materials do not come into unintended contact with salon clients or staff. This
practice aligns with health and safety standards widely recognized in aesthetic and cosmetic service
environments.   Using a trash bin without a lid or an open container would not provide the necessary protection
or sanitation, which increases the risk of unhygienic conditions. While recycling is important, it is not specifically
relevant to the basic requirement for general waste disposal in this context. Therefore, having a covered lid for
the waste container is crucial, as it promotes a clean and safe environment in the salon.

5. Do South Dakota esthetician licenses expire on the same date every year?
A. Yes, they all expire on December 31st
B. No, expiration dates vary based on initial licensure
C. All licenses expire every two years
D. Licenses do not expire as long as continuing education is fulfilled

In South Dakota, esthetician licenses do not all expire on the same date each year. Instead, the expiration dates
vary based on when an individual esthetician was initially licensed. This means that if an esthetician was
licensed at different times throughout the year, their expiration dates will align with their specific initial licensing
date. This practice helps to stagger license renewals and allows for a more manageable process for both the
regulatory body and the licensed professionals.  Understanding that licenses can have different expiration dates
based on the initial licensure is important for estheticians to maintain their licensure status and ensure they are
complying with state regulations. This knowledge reinforces the necessity for each esthetician to be aware of
their personal license expiration date and the renewal process to avoid any lapses in their ability to practice
legally.

6. What is the first step you should take before attending to a client?
A. Apply product
B. Wash and sanitize your hands
C. Put on a cape
D. Check your notes

Washing and sanitizing your hands is essential in a professional setting, especially within the esthetics field, as
it helps prevent the spread of germs and ensures a hygienic environment for both the practitioner and the client.
Before any client interaction or treatment, starting with clean hands is a fundamental practice that adheres to
health and safety regulations. This step is crucial in maintaining the integrity of the treatment and safeguarding
the client’s health.   While other options might seem relevant, such as applying products or preparing materials,
none of them can replace the importance of hand hygiene. Proper handwashing significantly reduces the risk of
contamination and showcases a commitment to safety and professionalism in esthetic practices. By prioritizing
clean hands, estheticians establish a trustful and safe atmosphere crucial for effective client service.
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7. What is one of the qualifications for members of the professional
commission in cosmetology?
A. Must be a licensed esthetician
B. Must be a resident of the state
C. Must have 10 years of experience
D. Must be at least 18 years old

The requirement that members of the professional commission in cosmetology must be residents of the state is
crucial for ensuring that the commission is composed of individuals who are familiar with and invested in the
local laws, culture, and needs of the community they serve. Being a resident allows them to better understand
the issues faced by practitioners in the state, as well as to represent the interests of both the professionals and
the consumers effectively.   While other qualifications could be beneficial, such as being a licensed esthetician or
having a certain amount of experience, the primary qualification of state residency emphasizes the importance
of having a commission that is connected to its community and responsive to its specific regulations and
challenges.

8. If you want to do hair for a wedding party, what must you do?
A. Notify local authorities
B. Document it through the salon
C. Get a special wedding license
D. Submit a request to the state board

Documentation through the salon is essential when providing hair services for a wedding party. This process
ensures that the services are recorded within the established salon framework, adhering to the regulations and
standards set forth by the state. By documenting these services, the salon keeps accurate records of the work
performed, which can be important for various reasons, including compliance with health and safety regulations
and for the salon’s business practices.  Additionally, documenting the service allows for proper scheduling,
resource allocation, and accountability. It helps in maintaining professionalism and ensuring that all services
align with the salon's policies, ultimately contributing to a smooth and organized operation during busy events
like weddings. This is a crucial step to uphold standards in the esthetic industry and provide quality service to
clients.

9. What is one key element of sanitation that estheticians must follow?
A. Training on client consultation
B. Disinfection of tools and surfaces
C. Using organic products only
D. Storing products at room temperature

Disinfection of tools and surfaces is a fundamental aspect of sanitation that estheticians must adhere to in their
practice. This is essential for preventing the spread of infections and ensuring the health and safety of clients.
Tools used during esthetic procedures, such as implements for facials, waxing, or microdermabrasion, can
harbor bacteria or viruses if they are not properly disinfected after each use.   Alongside the disinfection
protocols, estheticians are also responsible for maintaining a clean working environment, which includes
regularly sanitizing work surfaces and ensuring that products and equipment do not contribute to
cross-contamination. Adhering to these sanitation practices not only protects client health but also maintains
the integrity and reputation of the esthetician’s business.   While aspects like client consultation training and
product usage are important, they do not directly relate to the critical health and safety standards embedded in
sanitation practices. Storing products at appropriate temperatures is also relevant but does not encompass the
broader sanitation responsibilities that involve direct contact tools and surfaces.
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10. How many continuing education hours are required for license renewal in
South Dakota?
A. 2 hours
B. 4 hours
C. 6 hours
D. 8 hours

In South Dakota, the requirement for license renewal in the field of esthetics is indeed 4 hours of continuing
education. This regulation is in place to ensure that licensed estheticians remain informed about the latest
practices, trends, and developments in the field, thereby promoting the safety and effectiveness of services
provided to clients.   Continuing education helps professionals stay up to date with new techniques, products,
and health regulations, enhancing their skills and knowledge. This ongoing education is crucial for maintaining
high standards in the esthetics industry and ensuring that practitioners can provide the best possible care to
their clients.  The other options represent hours that exceed the current requirement and do not align with the
regulations set forth by the South Dakota Board of Cosmetology.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://sdestheticlawsrules.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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