South Carolina Septic
License Practice Exam

(Sample)

Study Guide

BY EXAMZIFY

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:

https://scseptic.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://scseptic.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Table of Contents

Copyright ..o e e 1
Table of Contents ...........cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeaeens 2
INtroduction ...........ccccciciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir e ceeeeae 3
How to Use This Guide ............cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniinens 4
L1011 =13 0 ) 1 7 5
ANSWETS ...iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiteteeentaacacosentosentonsncossntosensoscnsanss 8
EXplanations ...........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiieetiacnttnenenes 10

LN T ] 1= 0 1 16




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. What is the purpose of a septic tank?
A. To filter rainwater
B. To separate solids from liquids in wastewater
C. To enhance the growth of plants
D. To store potable water

2. What requirement must be met for an alternative
infiltration trench product to be used?

A. It must be the cheapest option available

B. It must be manufactured locally

C. It must adhere to required equivalency values
D. It must be designed for rainwater collection

3. What is meant by "tidelands" in the context of critical
areas?

A. Land that is always submerged in water

B. Land that is periodically flooded by tidal waters
C. Dry land that is close to the coast

D. Protected land where no construction can occur

4. Which of the following is an example of a
non-biodegradable item?

A. Food waste
B. Wipes

C. Soil

D. Paper towels

5. What might happen if a grease trap is smaller than 1000
gallons?

A. It can be more economical to install.
B. It may lead to system failure.

C. It will require frequent maintenance.
D. It is easier to clean.
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6. What does anaerobic digestion refer to?

A. A process requiring oxygen to break down waste

B. A biological process where microorganisms break down
organic matter in the absence of oxygen

C. A technique for treating wastewater with chemicals
D. A physical process for separating solids from liquids

7. What is Fiberglass Reinforced Plastic known for?
A. Weightlessness and brittleness
B. High strength to weight ratio and corrosion resistance
C. High thermal conductivity
D. Flexibility and low maintenance costs

8. What type of microorganisms are essential for wastewater
treatment in septic systems?

A. Viruses
B. Fungi
C. Bacteria
D. Algae

9. What do Outstanding Resource Waters (ORW) include?
A. Only lakes smaller than forty acres
B. Shellfish Harvesting Waters (SFH) only

C. Lakes greater than forty acres and the Atlantic Ocean
D. All freshwater bodies

10. What role do soil characteristics play in the function of
septic systems?

A. They have no effect on drainage capability

B. Soil type influences the absorption and filtering of treated
water

C. All soil types are equally effective for septic systems
D. Soil characteristics are only important in rural areas
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Explanations




1. What is the purpose of a septic tank?
A. To filter rainwater
B. To separate solids from liquids in wastewater
C. To enhance the growth of plants

D. To store potable water

The purpose of a septic tank is to separate solids from liquids in wastewater. This is a
critical function in the treatment of household sewage. When wastewater from a home
enters the septic tank, heavier solids settle at the bottom, forming a sludge layer, while
lighter materials, such as grease and oils, float to the top, forming a scum layer. The tank
provides an environment for anaerobic bacteria to break down organic matter in the
wastewater. This separation and decomposition are essential for minimizing the amount
of solid waste that ultimately leaves the tank and enters the drain field for further
treatment. By efficiently managing and treating wastewater, septic tanks help protect the
environment and public health, ensuring that contaminants are not released into the
surrounding soil or groundwater. In contrast, filtering rainwater, enhancing plant
growth, or storing potable water do not accurately reflect the primary function of a septic
tank, which is specifically designed for the treatment of sewage and wastewater.

2. What requirement must be met for an alternative
infiltration trench product to be used?

A. It must be the cheapest option available
B. It must be manufactured locally
C. It must adhere to required equivalency values

D. It must be designed for rainwater collection

The requirement for an alternative infiltration trench product to adhere to required
equivalency values is crucial because these values ensure that the product performs at a
level comparable to traditional options in terms of filtration, drainage, and overall
effectiveness. By meeting established equivalency values, the alternative product can be
confidently utilized in systems designed for septic effluent or stormwater management
without compromising safety or functionality. This is particularly important in
maintaining environmental standards and protecting public health. Choosing the
product based solely on cost or local manufacturing does not guarantee the necessary
performance and reliability. Similarly, the design for rainwater collection is not relevant
to infiltration trench products specifically intended for septic systems. Therefore,
adherence to required equivalency values stands as the fundamental requirement for
validating the use of alternative infiltration trench products.
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3. What is meant by "tidelands" in the context of critical
areas?

A. Land that is always submerged in water

B. Land that is periodically flooded by tidal waters
C. Dry land that is close to the coast

D. Protected land where no construction can occur

The term "tidelands" refers to areas that are periodically flooded by tidal waters. This
includes coastal regions that are affected by the ebb and flow of ocean tides, resulting in
regular inundation and exposure of the land. The importance of understanding tidelands
lies in their environmental role, as they support unique ecosystems and serve vital
functions such as water filtration, flood protection, and providing habitat for wildlife.
Recognizing this specific definition helps in grasping the significance of critical areas,
especially concerning land use and environmental protection policies. Other options, like
land that is always submerged or close to the coast, fail to accurately capture the
dynamic nature of tidelands, which specifically experience regular alternation between
being underwater and being exposed.

4. Which of the following is an example of a
non-biodegradable item?

A. Food waste

B. Wipes
C. Soil

D. Paper towels

The choice of wipes as a non-biodegradable item is accurate because many wipes,
especially those labeled as "flushable," often contain synthetic fibers such as polyester or
polypropylene that do not decompose easily in the environment. When these materials
are disposed of improperly, especially in septic systems or sewage treatment facilities,
they can lead to clogs and damage systems. In contrast, food waste naturally breaks
down through microbial activity, and soil is a natural, organic material that is
continuously recycled in the environment. Paper towels, while they may take time to
decompose, are generally made from biodegradable materials that can break down under
the right conditions. Therefore, wipes are correctly identified as non-biodegradable due
to their composition and the challenges they pose in waste management systems.
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5. What might happen if a grease trap is smaller than 1000
gallons?

A. It can be more economical to install.
B. It may lead to system failure.

C. It will require frequent maintenance.
D. It is easier to clean.

When a grease trap is smaller than 1000 gallons, it could result in system failure due to
its inadequate capacity to handle the volume of wastewater and grease generated by a
commercial kitchen or similar facility. A grease trap functions by allowing wastewater to
flow through it, where grease and solids can separate and settle, preventing them from
entering the sewer system. If the trap is undersized, it may become overwhelmed, leading
to the grease not being properly captured. This can cause blockages in the plumbing,
backups in the system, and even environmental hazards from overflow or discharge of
untreated wastewater. While other options may seem appealing, they do not address the
critical issue of system integrity and efficiency that an appropriately sized grease trap
provides. Small traps may indeed be easier or more economical to install, but these
benefits are negated by the potential for operational failures and the subsequent costs
associated with repairs and environmental compliance. Frequent maintenance may be
required, but this would ultimately be a consequence of the trap's inadequate size rather
than a positive attribute. Thus, ensuring that a grease trap meets the necessary size
requirements is crucial for effective and sustainable wastewater management.

6. What does anaerobic digestion refer to?
A. A process requiring oxygen to break down waste

B. A biological process where microorganisms break down
organic matter in the absence of oxygen

C. A technique for treating wastewater with chemicals
D. A physical process for separating solids from liquids

Anaerobic digestion refers to a biological process where microorganisms break down
organic matter in the absence of oxygen. This process is critical for managing organic
waste, as it not only reduces the volume of waste but also produces biogas, which can be
harnessed as a renewable energy source. During anaerobic digestion, specific anaerobic
bacteria metabolize the organic materials, leading to the release of methane and carbon
dioxide. This process is commonly utilized in various applications, including wastewater
treatment systems and the treatment of organic wastes in agricultural settings,
contributing to environmental sustainability and effective waste management. Other
processes listed, such as those requiring oxygen or involving chemical treatment, do not
fall under anaerobic digestion. Additionally, processes that separate solids from liquids
are more about physical separation rather than the biochemical conversion of waste.
Thus, the choice correctly identifies anaerobic digestion based on its defining
characteristics.
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7. What is Fiberglass Reinforced Plastic known for?
A. Weightlessness and brittleness

B. High strength to weight ratio and corrosion resistance
C. High thermal conductivity

D. Flexibility and low maintenance costs

Fiberglass Reinforced Plastic (FRP) is primarily recognized for its high strength to
weight ratio and corrosion resistance. This material is engineered to offer significant
structural strength while remaining lightweight, making it an ideal choice for various
applications, including septic systems and other wastewater management solutions. The
strength-to-weight ratio is particularly important in the construction and engineering
sectors, as it contributes to efficiency in design and implementation without
compromising durability. Additionally, FRP is highly resistant to corrosion due to its
composition, which includes fiberglass embedded in a plastic matrix. This makes it
particularly suited for environments that may be harsh or involve exposure to various
chemicals, as it can withstand elements that might degrade other materials over time.
While the other options may highlight characteristics of other materials, they do not
accurately describe FRP. For instance, weightlessness and brittleness do not apply to
FRP, as it is designed to be both sturdy and relatively lightweight. High thermal
conductivity is also not a feature associated with FRP, as it typically has low thermal
conductivity. Moreover, while FRP does have low maintenance requirements, it's not
characterized primarily by flexibility in the same context as the other features being
discussed. Thus, the recognition of FRP’s high strength-to-weight ratio and its corrosion
resistance is crucial

8. What type of microorganisms are essential for wastewater
treatment in septic systems?

A. Viruses
B. Fungi
C. Bacteria
D. Algae

Bacteria play a crucial role in wastewater treatment within septic systems. They are
responsible for breaking down organic matter in sewage through a process known as
anaerobic digestion. This process occurs in the absence of oxygen, as septic systems are
designed to allow for the accumulation of waste in a way that enables bacteria to thrive.
These microorganisms decompose solid waste and convert it into simpler compoundes,
thus reducing the volume and toxicity of the waste. The bacteria help in the formation of
biogas, which is a natural byproduct of decomposition. This gas, consisting mainly of
methane and carbon dioxide, can further be utilized in energy production. While viruses,
fungi, and algae have specific roles in various environmental processes, they do not
perform the primary function of decomposition in septic systems. Viruses are often
associated with disease rather than waste treatment, fungi typically contribute to the
breakdown of more complex organic materials but are not as efficient in sewage
treatment, and algae primarily engage in photosynthesis and nutrient cycling in aquatic
ecosystems rather than direct waste decomposition. Hence, the presence and activity of
bacteria are fundamental to the effective functioning of septic systems in treating
wastewater.
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9. What do Outstanding Resource Waters (ORW) include?
A. Only lakes smaller than forty acres
B. Shellfish Harvesting Waters (SFH) only
C. Lakes greater than forty acres and the Atlantic Ocean
D. All freshwater bodies

Outstanding Resource Waters (ORW) are designated by state environmental agencies to
provide special protection to particularly valuable water resources due to their
significance for maintaining water quality and ecological integrity. This designation is
typically applied to various types of water bodies that are essential for preserving local
ecosystems and biodiversity. Lakes greater than forty acres and the Atlantic Ocean are
classified as ORW because they have high ecological, recreational, or aesthetic value.
These larger bodies of water often support diverse wildlife and play a critical role in the
ecological health of surrounding areas. Their size and the fact that they are part of larger
ecosystems contribute to their designation as outstanding resource waters, helping to
ensure they remain protected from harmful pollutants and degradation. The other
options do not encompass the full criteria or range of water bodies recognized under the
ORW classification. For example, lakes smaller than forty acres may not typically meet
the criteria for exceptional resource protection because they may not have the same
ecosystem significance as larger lakes or oceans. Similarly, Shellfish Harvesting Waters
are important but are not the only type of resource covered under ORW protections.
Lastly, labeling all freshwater bodies as ORW oversimplifies the designation, as only
specific, significant bodies of water qualify for this status.

10. What role do soil characteristics play in the function of
septic systems?
A. They have no effect on drainage capability

B. Soil type influences the absorption and filtering of treated
water

C. All soil types are equally effective for septic systems
D. Soil characteristics are only important in rural areas

Soil characteristics play a crucial role in the function of septic systems, primarily
influencing how well treated wastewater is absorbed and filtered. The type of soil directly
affects the permeability and drainage capability, which in turn determines how quickly
and effectively wastewater can move through the ground. For instance, sandy soils allow
water to drain quickly, facilitating better absorption, while clay soils may slow down
water movement, which can lead to saturation and possible system failure. Furthermore,
soil composition impacts the microbial activity within the soil that is essential for
breaking down waste. Certain soils have the right structure and nutrients to support
these microorganisms, enhancing the treatment process as water percolates through the
soil layers. Therefore, proper soil assessment is vital before installing a septic system to
ensure that the system operates efficiently and effectively. Other options suggest either
a lack of impact from soil on drainage capabilities, a false equivalency between different
soil types, or that soil characteristics are only a concern in rural settings, which
overlooks the importance of assessing soil conditions in various environments where
septic systems might be employed.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://scseptic.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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