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1. Which termite species is most common in South Carolina?
A. Western Drywood Termite
B. Eastern Subterranean Termite
C. Formosan Termite
D. Desert Termite

2. Which of the following is important to stress to
homeowners for effective rodent control?
A. Reducing noise levels
B. Increasing the number of traps
C. Importance of habitats
D. Importance of sanitary measures

3. Which of the following statements about bees is correct?
A. They only pollinate aquatic plants
B. They undergo complete metamorphosis
C. They primarily nest in trees
D. They do not have a social structure

4. What does metamorphosis refer to in insects?
A. The lifespan of an insect
B. The change from larva to pupa
C. The change that occurs before the young insect matures into

an adult
D. The process of reproduction

5. What is a sign of a springtail infestation in a home?
A. Presence of mold
B. High humidity or plumbing leaks
C. Open food containers
D. Unsealed cracks and crevices
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6. What does the term "ppm" stand for in toxicological
studies?
A. Parts per million
B. Posts per minute
C. Pollutants per month
D. Plants per meter

7. What species of fly is typically the first to feed on a dead
carcass?
A. Stable fly
B. House fly
C. Blow fly
D. Phorid fly

8. What is the primary means of chigger control?
A. Insect traps
B. Personal protection with insect repellent
C. Aerial spraying
D. Creating barriers

9. What is a characteristic feature of bumblebees?
A. They frequently nest inside structures.
B. They have a fuzzy appearance and black with yellow

markings.
C. They are solitary and do not defend their nests.
D. They do not sting.

10. What color is the face of a baldfaced hornet?
A. Black
B. White
C. Yellow
D. Gray
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Answers
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1. B
2. D
3. B
4. C
5. B
6. A
7. C
8. B
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. Which termite species is most common in South Carolina?
A. Western Drywood Termite
B. Eastern Subterranean Termite
C. Formosan Termite
D. Desert Termite

The Eastern Subterranean Termite is the most common termite species in South Carolina
due to its prevalence in the southeastern United States, where warm and humid
conditions provide an ideal environment for its survival and reproduction. This species
typically builds its colonies underground, having a social structure that allows them to
thrive in various habitats, including wood in contact with soil, which is readily available
in southern climates. The Eastern Subterranean Termite is particularly known for its
aggressive wood-destroying behavior, making it a significant concern for homeowners
and pest control professionals.  In contrast, the Western Drywood Termite primarily
inhabits more arid regions and is less likely to be found in the humid climate of South
Carolina. The Formosan Termite, while present in some areas, is not as widespread as the
Eastern Subterranean Termite. The Desert Termite species is better adapted to desert
environments and is not typically found in the southeastern United States. This
specialization in distribution and habitat preference highlights why the Eastern
Subterranean Termite is the predominant species in South Carolina.

2. Which of the following is important to stress to
homeowners for effective rodent control?
A. Reducing noise levels
B. Increasing the number of traps
C. Importance of habitats
D. Importance of sanitary measures

Focusing on sanitary measures is crucial for effective rodent control, as it directly
influences the likelihood of rodent infestations. Rodents are attracted to areas where
they can find food, water, and nesting materials. By emphasizing the importance of
maintaining cleanliness and proper sanitation, homeowners can eliminate potential food
sources such as crumbs and spills, secure waste disposal, and store food in rodent-proof
containers. This reduces the chances of attracting rodents to the property in the first
place.  While other options touch on aspects of rodent management, they do not address
the fundamental behavior of rodents as directly as sanitary measures do. For instance,
reducing noise levels might limit disturbances but does little to actually deter rodent
presence. Increasing the number of traps could help in capturing rodents if they are
already present, but it does not prevent the initial attraction. Discussing habitats is
important in understanding where rodents may live, but without addressing sanitation,
the issue is unlikely to be resolved effectively.
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3. Which of the following statements about bees is correct?
A. They only pollinate aquatic plants
B. They undergo complete metamorphosis
C. They primarily nest in trees
D. They do not have a social structure

Bees undergo complete metamorphosis, which is a transformative process that involves
four distinct life stages: egg, larva, pupa, and adult. This comprehensive developmental
cycle allows bees to change dramatically in form and function, adapting to their roles
within the colony and ecosystem.  In contrast, the notion that bees only pollinate aquatic
plants is inaccurate, as bees are widely known for their role in pollinating a variety of
terrestrial flowers, contributing to the reproduction of many plants. The idea that bees
primarily nest in trees is also misleading, as bee species exhibit diverse nesting habits,
including ground nests, hollow stems, and man-made structures. Lastly, stating that bees
do not have a social structure is incorrect since many bee species, particularly honeybees
and bumblebees, exhibit complex social structures with hierarchical roles, including
workers, drones, and queens. Thus, the understanding of bees' complete metamorphosis
is essential for recognizing their biological and ecological significance.

4. What does metamorphosis refer to in insects?
A. The lifespan of an insect
B. The change from larva to pupa
C. The change that occurs before the young insect matures into

an adult
D. The process of reproduction

Metamorphosis in insects refers to the series of developmental changes that occur as an
insect transitions from its immature stage to its adult form. This process is crucial
because it encompasses the distinct stages that an insect undergoes, which can include
egg, larva, pupa, and finally, the adult stage.   Option C accurately captures the essence
of metamorphosis by highlighting that it is the transformation occurring before the
young insect reaches maturity. During this process, significant morphological and
physiological changes happen, allowing the insect to adapt and thrive in its environment
once it reaches adulthood.   Insects can undergo either complete metamorphosis, which
includes all four developmental stages, or incomplete metamorphosis, which does not
have a pupal stage. While other choices mention aspects of insect development, such as
lifespan or specific transitions like larva to pupa, they do not fully encompass the
broader concept of metamorphosis as the overall change that leads to maturity.
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5. What is a sign of a springtail infestation in a home?
A. Presence of mold
B. High humidity or plumbing leaks
C. Open food containers
D. Unsealed cracks and crevices

High humidity or plumbing leaks are indeed a significant indicator of a springtail
infestation in a home. Springtails thrive in moist environments, often found in areas with
excessive moisture. They can reproduce rapidly when conditions are favorable, such as in
locations where humidity levels are elevated. Plumbing leaks create consistent moisture
and provide a conducive environment for springtails to live and multiply. Monitoring and
managing moisture levels is crucial for controlling springtail populations, as reducing
humidity can help minimize their presence in the home.   For reference, other signs like
the presence of mold can indicate environmental issues but are not specific to
springtails. Open food containers and unsealed cracks and crevices, while they may
attract other pests, do not directly point to springtails.

6. What does the term "ppm" stand for in toxicological
studies?
A. Parts per million
B. Posts per minute
C. Pollutants per month
D. Plants per meter

In toxicological studies, "ppm" stands for "parts per million." This unit of measurement is
commonly used to express very dilute concentrations of substances, such as chemicals or
pollutants in air, water, or soil.   Using "parts per million" allows researchers to convey
the proportion of a toxic substance in relation to the total amount of the medium being
studied. For example, if a water sample contains 5 parts per million of a particular
chemical, this means that for every million parts of water, there are 5 parts of that
chemical. This measurement is crucial in toxicology because it provides a clear and
standardized way to assess exposure levels and potential toxicity, facilitating
comparisons across different studies and regulatory frameworks.   The other options do
not represent accepted terminologies in toxicology, which makes them irrelevant in this
context.
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7. What species of fly is typically the first to feed on a dead
carcass?
A. Stable fly
B. House fly
C. Blow fly
D. Phorid fly

The blow fly is typically the first species to feed on a dead carcass due to its life cycle and
behavior. Upon discovering a deceased animal, female blow flies are attracted to the odor
of decay, which signals the presence of potential food and a suitable site for laying eggs.
These flies are highly efficient decomposers and play a critical role in the ecosystem by
accelerating the process of decomposition.   Their ability to find carrion quickly is
attributed to their excellent sense of smell, allowing them to locate decomposing bodies
from considerable distances. Blow flies usually arrive on a carcass within minutes of
death, making them one of the first insects to colonize the body.  In contrast, while house
flies, stable flies, and phorid flies may also feed on carcasses, they do not typically arrive
as early as blow flies. House flies tend to focus more on refuse and less contaminated
areas, stable flies prefer grazing animals and manure, and phorid flies are often
associated with decaying plant matter rather than fresh carrion. Therefore, the blow fly's
timely arrival and preference for carrion highlight its unique role in the decomposition
process.

8. What is the primary means of chigger control?
A. Insect traps
B. Personal protection with insect repellent
C. Aerial spraying
D. Creating barriers

The primary means of chigger control focuses on personal protection with insect
repellent. Chiggers are tiny mites that usually reside in grassy and wooded areas, where
they can latch onto host animals or humans to feed. When it comes to preventing bites
from these pests, using insect repellent is the most effective method. These repellents
typically contain active ingredients such as DEET or permethrin, which help deter
chiggers from making contact with the skin.  While other methods like insect traps,
aerial spraying, and creating barriers can play a role in controlling pests in broader
contexts, they are not specifically tailored to chigger control. Traps are generally more
effective for larger and more mobile pests rather than for tiny mites that do not readily
enter traps. Aerial spraying can affect a wide range of insects but may not be specifically
effective against chiggers, considering their habitat and behavior patterns. Creating
barriers, such as landscaping or clearing infested areas, may reduce chigger populations,
but it does not provide immediate personal protection while individuals are in outdoor
environments. Thus, utilizing insect repellents remains the most direct and effective
approach for safeguarding against chigger bites.
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9. What is a characteristic feature of bumblebees?
A. They frequently nest inside structures.
B. They have a fuzzy appearance and black with yellow

markings.
C. They are solitary and do not defend their nests.
D. They do not sting.

A characteristic feature of bumblebees is their fuzzy appearance combined with distinct
black and yellow markings. This distinctive coloration serves multiple functions, such as
attracting mates and providing warning coloration to potential predators, indicating that
they might be capable of stinging. The fuzzy texture of their bodies also helps in the
process of pollination by allowing them to carry more pollen as they move from flower to
flower. Bumblebees are social insects, typically living in small colonies, which contrasts
with solitary behavior and nesting habits mentioned in some of the other options.   Their
ability to sting is also a significant aspect of their behavior, countering the idea
presented in one of the choices that they do not sting at all. Understanding these
features highlights the importance of bumblebees in ecosystems, especially in
pollination, and illustrates their unique role compared to other types of bees.

10. What color is the face of a baldfaced hornet?
A. Black
B. White
C. Yellow
D. Gray

The face of a baldfaced hornet is distinctively white, which is why the correct answer
focuses on this color. Baldfaced hornets, which are actually a type of yellowjacket wasp,
have a striking appearance characterized by their black bodies and white or creamy white
markings on their faces and abdomens. This contrast makes them easily identifiable
among other wasp species.   The choice of black may refer to the main body color of the
baldfaced hornet but does not accurately represent the coloration of their face. Yellow
and gray are also not correct; while some wasps may exhibit these colors, they do not
match the hallmark white face of the baldfaced hornet. Hence, the defining
characteristic of the baldfaced hornet’s coloration is its white face, making this the
accurate response.
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