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1. Which sociological paradigm emphasizes the role of power
dynamics and social conflict in society?
A. Functionalism
B. Symbolic Interactionism
C. Marxism
D. Structuralism

2. Which of the following describes the deductive approach to
research? The researcher
A. develops some hypotheses that lead to a theory about human

behavior.
B. starts with a theory, forms a hypotheses, makes observations,

and then analyzes the data.
C. makes some observations and develops a theory based on

these observations.
D. develops some hypotheses to explain a correlation observed

between two variables.

3. Émile Durkheim classified suicide into which of the
following categories?
A. anomic, recidivist, egoistic, and restitutive
B. fatalistic, egoistic, altruistic, and anomic
C. egoistic, anomic, informal, and altruistic
D. mechanical, social, fatalistic, and egoistic

4. What best describes altruistic suicide as categorized by
Durkheim?
A. excessive integration into a group
B. lack of individualism leading to self-sacrifice
C. feeling disconnected from societal norms
D. overregulation causing despair
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5. Karl Marx argued that social institutions in a society were
the result of the economic makeup of that society. Max Weber
argued that
A. there are no social institutions in society.
B. Marx was correct, except for his ideas about religion
C. the epistemological stage of that society influenced the

social institutions
D. ideas influence society, not just economics.

6. What reasoning do thinkers of the Scottish Enlightenment
use to support private property?
A. It promotes equality.
B. It leads to higher productivity.
C. It is a form of population control.
D. It prevents government overreach.

7. What generally results from societal perceptions of
discreditable identities?
A. Strengthened community ties
B. Social exclusion and marginalization
C. Increased empathy and support
D. Confusion and misunderstanding

8. What is the primary focus of symbolic interactionism in
sociology?
A. Structure and stability of societies
B. Political and economic power
C. The meanings individuals attach to social interactions
D. Societal change and evolution

9. The Positivist/Normative Conception of deviance posits
that deviant behaviors are:
A. Inherently deviant regardless of societal views
B. Only deviant if society labels them as such
C. Always considered moral failures
D. Determined by psychological conditions
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10. Which description best sums up the concept of double
consciousness in the daily life of a Black American?
A. Black Americans are especially reliant on partners and

friends to maintain proper life perspective
B. A Black American must think not only about what they are

doing but also how that behavior affects bystanders.
C. A Black American must think about not only what they are

doing but also how that behavior appears to onlookers.
D. Black Americans are especially reliant on social cues from

observers to tell them what behavior is socially expected.
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1. C
2. B
3. B
4. B
5. D
6. B
7. B
8. C
9. B
10. C
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1. Which sociological paradigm emphasizes the role of power
dynamics and social conflict in society?
A. Functionalism
B. Symbolic Interactionism
C. Marxism
D. Structuralism

2. Which of the following describes the deductive approach to
research? The researcher
A. develops some hypotheses that lead to a theory about human

behavior.
B. starts with a theory, forms a hypotheses, makes observations,

and then analyzes the data.
C. makes some observations and develops a theory based on

these observations.
D. develops some hypotheses to explain a correlation observed

between two variables.
The deductive approach to research is characterized by starting with a theory or a
general principle and then narrowing it down to specific hypotheses. This process
involves forming testable hypotheses based on the overarching theory. After developing
these hypotheses, the researcher conducts observations or experiments to test them.
Finally, the data collected from these observations are analyzed to determine if they
support or refute the original theory. This systematic approach emphasizes the
importance of theory in guiding the research process and is foundational in many
scientific disciplines.  The choice that describes this methodology accurately illustrates
the logical flow from a broad theoretical framework to specific predictions and real-world
observations, which is the crux of the deductive reasoning process. It involves a
structured approach that is typically used in quantitative research where clear
hypotheses are tested against observable and quantifiable data.
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3. Émile Durkheim classified suicide into which of the
following categories?
A. anomic, recidivist, egoistic, and restitutive
B. fatalistic, egoistic, altruistic, and anomic
C. egoistic, anomic, informal, and altruistic
D. mechanical, social, fatalistic, and egoistic

Émile Durkheim, a foundational sociologist, categorized suicide into four distinct types:
altruistic, egoistic, anomic, and fatalistic. Each type reflects different social conditions
and the relationship of the individual to society.  Altruistic suicide occurs when
individuals are too integrated into social groups, leading them to sacrifice themselves for
the perceived benefit of others or the collective. Egoistic suicide, on the other hand,
takes place in contexts where individuals feel detached or disconnected from societal
norms and bonds, leading to feelings of meaninglessness. Anomic suicide arises from a
state of normlessness or chaos in society, often during periods of significant social or
economic upheaval, where individuals feel lost and unsupported. Fatalistic suicide is
characterized by excessive regulation and oppression, where individuals feel they have no
control over their lives, though it is less frequently discussed in Durkheim's core works
compared to the other three.  This classification by Durkheim emphasizes the importance
of social integration and regulation in understanding the causes of suicide, showcasing
that it is not merely a personal issue but one deeply interconnected with societal
conditions.

4. What best describes altruistic suicide as categorized by
Durkheim?
A. excessive integration into a group
B. lack of individualism leading to self-sacrifice
C. feeling disconnected from societal norms
D. overregulation causing despair

Altruistic suicide, as categorized by Émile Durkheim, refers to the phenomenon where
individuals take their own lives due to an overwhelming sense of duty or loyalty to a
group to which they belong. This is often seen in societies or cultures where the
collective is prioritized over the individual, leading individuals to sacrifice themselves for
what they perceive as a greater cause or the benefit of the group.   The notion of
sacrificing oneself can arise from deeply ingrained beliefs about honor, duty, or
commitment to the community or family, which can overshadow personal needs or
desires. In this context, individuals may feel that their personal lives are less valuable
than the welfare of the group. By prioritizing the group's interests, they may engage in
self-sacrifice, thus illustrating a profound lack of individualism. This aspect of altruistic
suicide reflects Durkheim's broader theories on social integration and the varying
pressures societies impose on individuals.
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5. Karl Marx argued that social institutions in a society were
the result of the economic makeup of that society. Max Weber
argued that
A. there are no social institutions in society.
B. Marx was correct, except for his ideas about religion
C. the epistemological stage of that society influenced the

social institutions
D. ideas influence society, not just economics.

Max Weber's contribution to sociology is significant in understanding how various factors
contribute to the structure and functioning of society, and his view contrasts with that of
Karl Marx. While Marx emphasized the primacy of economic conditions in shaping social
institutions and believed that the economic base determines the social superstructure,
Weber offered a more nuanced perspective.  Weber posited that ideas, beliefs, and values
play a crucial role in shaping social institutions and influencing the course of social
development. He introduced the concept of the "Protestant Ethic," where he argued that
religious ideas and cultural values were instrumental in shaping economic behavior and
development, particularly during the rise of capitalism. Thus, his viewpoint suggests that
social institutions do not solely arise from economic conditions but are also constructed
from cultural, ideological, and social factors.  This understanding underlines the
importance of a multidisciplinary approach in social analysis, recognizing that various
elements, including ideology and culture, interact with economic factors to shape
society. Weber's analysis highlights that while economics is vital, it is not the exclusive
determinant of social institutions, thereby offering a broader framework for examining
societal structures.

6. What reasoning do thinkers of the Scottish Enlightenment
use to support private property?
A. It promotes equality.
B. It leads to higher productivity.
C. It is a form of population control.
D. It prevents government overreach.

Thinkers of the Scottish Enlightenment, such as Adam Smith and David Hume, advocated
for private property primarily because they viewed it as a catalyst for higher productivity.
This viewpoint is grounded in the belief that when individuals have ownership over
property, they are more likely to take initiative and invest time and resources into
making the land or possessions productive.   The rationale is that private ownership
creates personal accountability and motivation, leading to innovation and efficient use of
resources. Individuals are incentivized to maximize the value of what they own, fostering
advancements in agriculture, industry, and commerce. This drive not only benefits the
owners but also contributes to the overall economic growth of society by increasing the
production of goods and services.  Additionally, the concept of private property is linked
to the establishment of a market economy, where competition and free enterprise can
flourish, further enhancing productivity levels. This perspective underscores the Scottish
Enlightenment’s emphasis on individualism and economic freedom, arguing that these
principles are essential for a thriving society.
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7. What generally results from societal perceptions of
discreditable identities?
A. Strengthened community ties
B. Social exclusion and marginalization
C. Increased empathy and support
D. Confusion and misunderstanding

Societal perceptions of discreditable identities often lead to social exclusion and
marginalization. This happens because individuals who hold discreditable
identities—such as those related to stigmatized attributes like race, sexual orientation,
health conditions, or disabilities—face negative stereotypes and discrimination. Such
perceptions can result in these individuals feeling alienated from mainstream society,
leading to a lack of inclusion in social networks, economic opportunities, and public
services.   Additionally, marginalized groups may find it challenging to access resources
and support, further perpetuating cycles of disadvantage. This marginalization not only
affects personal relationships but can also influence broader social structures, creating
an environment where stigma and prejudice thrive.   In contrast to options regarding
strengthened community ties, increased empathy, or confusion, the recognition of
discreditable identities typically does not foster solidarity or support within communities.
Instead, it emphasizes divisions and reinforces barriers that separate individuals based
on perceived differences.

8. What is the primary focus of symbolic interactionism in
sociology?
A. Structure and stability of societies
B. Political and economic power
C. The meanings individuals attach to social interactions
D. Societal change and evolution

Symbolic interactionism primarily emphasizes the meanings that individuals attach to
their social interactions. This theoretical framework seeks to understand how everyday
interactions shape people's perceptions, roles, and behaviors within society. By focusing
on symbols—such as words, gestures, and objects—symbolic interactionism illustrates
how individuals negotiate and construct their social realities based on the interpretations
and meanings they ascribe to various social phenomena.  Through this lens, sociologists
examine how individuals create their identities, how they communicate, and how cultural
norms are formed and maintained. This approach is particularly valuable for
understanding the complexity of human relationships, as it highlights the fluid nature of
meaning in social contexts. Thus, while the other options pertain to broader structural or
systemic aspects of society, symbolic interactionism centers on the micro-level of
individual interactions and the subjective meanings derived from these exchanges.
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9. The Positivist/Normative Conception of deviance posits
that deviant behaviors are:
A. Inherently deviant regardless of societal views
B. Only deviant if society labels them as such
C. Always considered moral failures
D. Determined by psychological conditions

The Positivist/Normative Conception of deviance emphasizes that deviant behaviors are
labeled as such by society, indicating a reliance on social context and the collective
values and norms that define what is considered deviant at any given time. This
perspective underscores that it's not the behavior itself that is inherently deviant but
rather the societal reaction and the labeling process that defines certain actions as
deviant.   In this framework, behaviors that might be seen as deviant in one culture or
society could be perfectly acceptable in another, highlighting the subjective nature of
deviance. The focus is on the process of labeling and the power structures that influence
which behaviors are defined as deviant, rather than on intrinsic qualities of the behavior
itself. Thus, the correct understanding aligns with the idea that societal acknowledgment
or condemnation is crucial in determining deviance.   This understanding contrasts with
the other options, as they suggest innate qualities, moral failures, or psychological
determinism rather than the contextual and socially constructed nature of deviance. The
Positivist/Normative perspective places importance on societal standards and reactions
in defining deviant behavior.

10. Which description best sums up the concept of double
consciousness in the daily life of a Black American?
A. Black Americans are especially reliant on partners and

friends to maintain proper life perspective
B. A Black American must think not only about what they are

doing but also how that behavior affects bystanders.
C. A Black American must think about not only what they are

doing but also how that behavior appears to onlookers.
D. Black Americans are especially reliant on social cues from

observers to tell them what behavior is socially expected.
The concept of double consciousness, as articulated by W.E.B. Du Bois, refers to the
internal conflict experienced by marginalized groups, specifically Black Americans, as
they navigate a society that perceives them through a racist lens. This means that
individuals must be acutely aware of both their own identity and how they are perceived
by the dominant society.   The selected answer encapsulates this experience perfectly
because it highlights the necessity for a Black American to consider not just their
intended actions, but also how those actions are viewed by others, particularly those who
may hold prejudiced views. This dual awareness can often lead to a sense of
fragmentation or conflict in one's identity, as individuals balance their self-perception
with societal perceptions. The experience of living with this duality can affect their
behavior, choices, and sense of belonging, making this concept crucial to understanding
the daily life of Black Americans within a racially stratified society.   In contrast, other
options do not accurately articulate this dual awareness central to double consciousness.
While they touch on relationships and social expectations, they don’t fully convey the
specific tension inherent in balancing self-perception with external judgment, which is
the essence of double consciousness.
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