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1. What is a common source of water contamination on a
sheep farm?
A. Pesticide runoff
B. Manure runoff
C. Stormwater drainage
D. Fertilizer leaching

2. Which breed is classified as a fine wool breed, known for
its flocking instincts?
A. Delaine Merino
B. Columbia
C. Lincoln
D. Dorper

3. How many sheep are roughly grazed across the U.S.?
A. 3 million
B. 6 million
C. 10 million
D. 12 million

4. Which aspect is critical when assessing wool quality?
A. Weight of the fleece
B. Color of the wool
C. Length of the wool fibers
D. Softness of the wool

5. What is the approximate number of sheep species
worldwide?
A. Over 50 species
B. Over 100 species
C. Over 200 species
D. Over 300 species
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6. What does the term 'ovine' refer to?
A. A type of wool
B. Species name for sheep
C. A breed of cattle
D. A method of livestock handling

7. Which of the following is a method for predator control in
sheep management?
A. Planting hedges
B. Night penning
C. Reducing flock size
D. Keeps sheep indoors

8. What refers to the fiber micron diameter of the wool?
A. Fineness or grade
B. Quality or value
C. Thickness or texture
D. Density or volume

9. During which period should ewes be monitored closely for
health and nutrition?
A. After weaning
B. During the breeding season
C. Pre-lambing
D. During summer shearing

10. What is the significance of colostrum for lambs?
A. It reduces wool growth
B. It provides essential antibodies
C. It enhances meat quality
D. It improves breeding success
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Answers
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1. B
2. A
3. B
4. C
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. A
9. C
10. B

6Sample study guide. Visit https://sheepmgmt.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Explanations
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1. What is a common source of water contamination on a
sheep farm?
A. Pesticide runoff
B. Manure runoff
C. Stormwater drainage
D. Fertilizer leaching

Manure runoff is a common source of water contamination on a sheep farm because it
can introduce pathogens, nutrients, and other contaminants into water sources. Sheep
produce waste that contains bacteria, viruses, and parasites which can be harmful to
both animal and human health. During rainfall or irrigation, manure can be washed from
pastures or holding areas into nearby streams, ponds, or groundwater, leading to
elevated levels of fecal coliform and other harmful substances in the water. Effective
management of manure through practices such as proper composting, controlled
grazing, and strategic placement of watering facilities can mitigate these risks and help
maintain water quality on the farm. Understanding the impact of manure runoff is
crucial for sheep management, particularly in sustainable agriculture practices.

2. Which breed is classified as a fine wool breed, known for
its flocking instincts?
A. Delaine Merino
B. Columbia
C. Lincoln
D. Dorper

The Delaine Merino is classified as a fine wool breed and is renowned for its excellent
fleece quality, consisting of soft fibers that are highly sought after in the textile industry.
This breed has been developed for its fine wool characteristics and also possesses strong
flocking instincts, which means they naturally group together as a herd. This behavior is
advantageous for management practices, promoting safety and stability within the flock
and allowing for easier handling and movement of the sheep.  In contrast, the other
breeds listed have different characteristics. For example, the Columbia is known for its
meat production and medium wool, while the Lincoln is recognized for its long wool,
which is not classified as fine. The Dorper is primarily a meat breed and does not have
the fine wool qualities associated with the Delaine Merino.
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3. How many sheep are roughly grazed across the U.S.?
A. 3 million
B. 6 million
C. 10 million
D. 12 million

The approximate number of sheep grazed across the U.S. is around 6 million. This figure
reflects the trends in sheep farming in the country, including factors such as the
production of wool and meat, and the primary regions where sheep are raised.  
Understanding this number is important for identifying the scale of sheep management
practices in the U.S. It highlights the significance of sheep within the agricultural sector
and can provide insights into resource allocation, market dynamics, and the overall
impact of sheep farming on the economy. Knowledge about the population of sheep is
also useful when considering policies, breeding programs, and disease management in
sheep husbandry, thus giving context to the practices being studied.

4. Which aspect is critical when assessing wool quality?
A. Weight of the fleece
B. Color of the wool
C. Length of the wool fibers
D. Softness of the wool

When assessing wool quality, the length of the wool fibers is a critical aspect because it
directly influences the ease of processing the wool and its final application. Longer fibers
tend to crimp more, which enhances buoyancy and allows better airflow, ultimately
contributing to the wool's insulating properties. Additionally, longer fibers can be spun
into finer yarns, resulting in a smoother texture and a superior finished product.   In the
wool industry, fiber length affects the market price of wool significantly, as it is often a
key determinant of the quality and usability of the wool for various textile products. Wool
with longer fibers is generally considered more desirable in the market compared to
shorter fibers, which may lead to a coarser product or increased instances of pilling in
finished garments.   Considering the focus on wool quality, length is essential, while
weight, color, and softness also contribute to the overall assessment but may not have
the same level of impact on processing and end-use as fiber length does.
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5. What is the approximate number of sheep species
worldwide?
A. Over 50 species
B. Over 100 species
C. Over 200 species
D. Over 300 species

The approximate number of sheep species worldwide is often recognized as over 100.
This figure includes the various domesticated breeds and wild species that have been
classified in the Ovis genus. Generally, when discussing sheep, it’s important to consider
that domesticated sheep, primarily Ovis aries, have given rise to a wide array of breeds
bred for specific traits such as wool production, meat quality, and adaptability to
different environments.   In total, these classifications and the diversity of breeds
contribute to the understanding of sheep species. Wild sheep, such as those in the Ovis
genus, further increase this number. Therefore, recognizing that there are over 100
species provides a clearer picture of the diversity within the sheep family, making this
the most accurate estimate among the given choices.

6. What does the term 'ovine' refer to?
A. A type of wool
B. Species name for sheep
C. A breed of cattle
D. A method of livestock handling

The term 'ovine' is used in the context of animal husbandry to refer specifically to sheep.
It is derived from the Latin word 'ovis,' which means sheep. This term encompasses all
things related to sheep, including their husbandry, behavior, and health. Recognizing the
term 'ovine' is crucial for understanding discussions related to sheep production and
management practices. The other options do not accurately describe what 'ovine' refers
to: while one option pertains to wool, another refers to cattle, and the last describes
livestock handling methods, none accurately aligns with the definition associated with
sheep.
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7. Which of the following is a method for predator control in
sheep management?
A. Planting hedges
B. Night penning
C. Reducing flock size
D. Keeps sheep indoors

Night penning is an effective method for predator control in sheep management. This
practice involves housing sheep in a secure pen or barn during the nighttime, which is
when many predators are most active. By keeping the sheep protected in a confined
space, this method minimizes their vulnerability to attacks from wolves, coyotes, and
other predatory animals that might harm them.   This practice not only provides
immediate safety for the flock but also allows for better monitoring and management of
health and welfare, as farmers can observe the sheep closely in a controlled environment.
Additionally, night penning can help reduce stress on the animals that might otherwise
be frightened by the presence of predators in the open.  Other methods for predator
control may exist, but night penning stands out for its practical approach to safeguarding
livestock against nighttime threats effectively.

8. What refers to the fiber micron diameter of the wool?
A. Fineness or grade
B. Quality or value
C. Thickness or texture
D. Density or volume

The term that refers to the fiber micron diameter of wool is fineness or grade. This
measurement is crucial in determining the quality of wool, as fibers with a smaller
micron diameter are typically finer and often associated with higher-quality wool.
Fineness is assessed based on the diameter of the wool fibers in microns, with finer wool
being softer and more desirable for clothing and textile production.   Understanding
fineness or grade is essential for sheep management practices, as it influences not only
the market value of the wool but also the breed selection and breeding strategies farmers
may use to optimize their wool production. In contrast, while quality or value, thickness
or texture, and density or volume may relate to wool characteristics, they do not
specifically refer to the micron measurement of fiber diameter.
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9. During which period should ewes be monitored closely for
health and nutrition?
A. After weaning
B. During the breeding season
C. Pre-lambing
D. During summer shearing

Monitoring ewes closely for health and nutrition is particularly crucial during the
pre-lambing period. This stage is vital because the health and nutrition of ewes directly
impact the growth and development of their lambs. Proper nutrition during this time
ensures that ewes have the necessary reserves to support their lambs’ early growth and
milk production. Additionally, adequate health management can help prevent
complications during lambing, such as issues related to diseases or nutritional
deficiencies that can affect the ewes and their newborns. Ensuring that ewes are in
optimal condition pre-lambing can lead to improved lamb survival rates and overall flock
productivity. This heightened attention is essential to support both the ewes' health and
the successful outcome for their lambs.

10. What is the significance of colostrum for lambs?
A. It reduces wool growth
B. It provides essential antibodies
C. It enhances meat quality
D. It improves breeding success

Colostrum is critically important for lambs because it provides essential antibodies
necessary for their immune system development. When lambs are born, they have not yet
developed their own immunity and rely on maternal antibodies to protect them against
diseases and infections. Colostrum, which is the first milk produced by the ewe after
giving birth, is rich in immunoglobulins that equip the lamb's immune system.   Lambs
must consume colostrum within the first few hours of life, as their ability to absorb these
antibodies diminishes rapidly after birth. This is why ensuring that each lamb receives an
adequate amount of quality colostrum is vital for its survival and health. The presence of
these antibodies in the lamb's system helps to bolster its immune response to pathogens
during the early days of life when it is most vulnerable. By supporting the lamb's immune
system, colostrum plays a key role in reducing mortality rates and promoting healthy
growth in young sheep.
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