SEER Certified Tumor
Registrar (CTR) Operations
Practice Exam (Sample)

Study Guide

BY EXAMZIFY

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:

https://seerctroperations.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://seerctroperations.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Table of Contents

Copyright ..o e e 1
Table of Contents ...........cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeaeens 2
INtroduction ...........ccccciciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir e ceeeeae 3
How to Use This Guide ............cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniinens 4
L1011 =13 0 ) 1 7 5
ANSWETS ...iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiteteeentaacacosentosentonsncossntosensoscnsanss 8
EXplanations ...........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiieetiacnttnenenes 10

LN T ] 1= 0 1 16




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. What is the term for the therapy that uses high-intensity
light to treat cancers?

A. Laser ablation

B. Cryosurgery

C. Radiofrequency ablation
D. Radiation therapy

2. In terms of processed data, what does specificity imply?
A. The data is accurate
B. The data is only broadly categorized
C. The data is much more specific than general
D. The data is irrelevant to the study

3. What limitations must be addressed to improve cancer
registry data quality?
A. Inconsistent tumor grading methods.
B. Effective training for registrars on data reporting.

C. Both inconsistent primary site identification and histology
coding.

D. None of the above.

4. Which of the following is NOT a patient identification
field?

A. A. Social security number
B. B. Race

C. C. Class of case

D. D. Date of birth

5. An example(s) of a range edit check is

A. Comparing patient demographic data between primaries

B. Checking that only a valid code is used in a particular data
field

C. Both (a) and (b)
D. Neither (a) nor (b)

Sample study guide, visit https://seerctroperations.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



6. What tumor marker determines whether trastuzumab
(Herceptin) treatment is appropriate?

A. Beta-hCG.
B. LDH.
C. PSA.
D. HER2/neu.

7. In the context of cancer cases, what are considered analytic
cases?

A. Cases diagnosed at the reporting facility or receiving first
course treatment

B. Cases diagnosed only at an autopsy
C. Cases that did not receive any treatment
D. Cases only tracked for statistical purposes

8. Which cancer conference format is open to all healthcare
professionals in the community?

A. Site specific format

B. Community-wide format
C. Departmental format

D. Facility-wide format

9. Prednisone is considered what type of substance?
A. Hormone
B. Adrenocorticoid
C. Both (a) and (b)
D. Neither (a) nor (b)

10. What reference is used by registrars in North America to
determine the number of primaries to report for a patient?

A. International Agency for Research on Cancer's (IARC)
Multiple Primary Rules Guide

B. Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results Program (SEER)
Program Coding Manual

C. Commission on Cancer (CoC) FORDS Manual
D. None of the above
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Explanations




1. What is the term for the therapy that uses high-intensity
light to treat cancers?

A. Laser ablation

B. Cryosurgery
C. Radiofrequency ablation
D. Radiation therapy

The term for the therapy that uses high-intensity light to treat cancers is laser ablation.
This technique involves using focused light to target and destroy cancerous tissue. The
high intensity of the laser can precisely cut through the skin and tissues, minimizing
damage to the surrounding healthy areas. This method can be advantageous due to its
precision and less invasive nature compared to traditional surgical approaches. In
contrast, cryosurgery involves freezing tissue to destroy cancer cells, which does not
utilize light but rather extreme cold. Radiofrequency ablation employs heat generated by
radio waves to destroy tumors, which does not involve light either. Radiation therapy
uses high-energy rays or particles to target and destroy cancer cells, but again, it is
distinct from the focused light therapy utilized in laser ablation. Therefore, the correct
answer accurately identifies the specific method that utilizes high-intensity light in the
treatment of cancer.

2. In terms of processed data, what does specificity imply?
A. The data is accurate
B. The data is only broadly categorized
C. The data is much more specific than general
D. The data is irrelevant to the study

Specificity in the context of processed data refers to the precision and relevance of the
data concerning particular characteristics or criteria of the subject under investigation.
When data is described as specific, it indicates that it provides detailed, focused, and
exact information rather than general or vague information. This level of detail allows for
more nuanced insights and analyses, particularly important in fields such as cancer
registries, where precise data can influence patient outcomes and treatment decisions.
In this context, specificity ensures that the data being analyzed reflects particular
populations, conditions, or variables that are of interest to the research or study. This
further enhances the validity and applicability of interpretations made from the data,
making it a critical component of quality data analysis in healthcare research and tumor
registries. The other options do not accurately capture the essence of what is meant by
specificity. For example, saying the data is accurate doesn’t imply its level of detail;
broadly categorized data does not indicate specificity; and irrelevant data does not
contribute to the study at all, which is contrary to what specific data aims to achieve.
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3. What limitations must be addressed to improve cancer
registry data quality?

A. Inconsistent tumor grading methods.
B. Effective training for registrars on data reporting.

C. Both inconsistent primary site identification and histology
coding.

D. None of the above.

Improving cancer registry data quality hinges on addressing limitations that can lead to
inaccuracies in the data collected. The correct choice emphasizes the significance of
addressing inconsistent primary site identification and histology coding. Both
components are critical because they form the foundational aspects of tumor
classification and are essential for accurate cancer diagnosis and treatment.
Inconsistent primary site identification can lead to misclassification of cancer types,
resulting in either an underestimation or overestimation of specific cancers within the
population. This inconsistency may arise from differences in the guidelines used by
various registrars or discrepancies in how tumors manifest and are reported. Histology
coding is equally important, as it provides detailed information on the tumor type and
grade, influencing treatment decisions and patient outcomes. Inaccurate histology
coding can distort research data, leading to faulty epidemiological conclusions and
ineffective public health interventions. While effective training for registrars on data
reporting is also crucial to improving data quality and can significantly enhance accuracy
through standardized practices, it does not identify the specific fundamental issues that
can affect coding and classification. Therefore, focusing on the inconsistency in primary

site identification and histology coding directly addresses core data integrity issues in
cancer registries.

4. Which of the following is NOT a patient identification
field?

A. A. Social security number
B. B. Race

C. C. Class of case
D. D. Date of birth

The class of case is not considered a patient identification field because it pertains to the
type of case being reported rather than identifying the patient. Patient identification
fields are specifically designed to uniquely identify individual patients, ensuring that all
records related to a specific patient can be accurately linked and retrieved. Social
security number, race, and date of birth are all key identifiers that help uniquely
distinguish one patient from another. The social security number is a unique identifier
assigned to individuals in the U.S. and is often used for various administrative purposes.
Race can assist in understanding population demographics and health disparities,
although it is less commonly used as a primary identifier. The date of birth is crucial for
confirming a patient's age and identity. In contrast, the class of case refers to the
classification of the cancer case itself—such as whether it is a new diagnosis, a
recurrence, or a follow-up. This classification is important for clinical data and
epidemiological studies but does not serve to identify the patient personally.
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5. An example(s) of a range edit check is
A. Comparing patient demographic data between primaries

B. Checking that only a valid code is used in a particular data
field

C. Both (a) and (b)
D. Neither (a) nor (b)

A range edit check involves verifying that the values in specific data fields fall within
predefined acceptable limits or criteria. This process ensures data integrity and accuracy
by identifying entries that are outside of these expected ranges. The correct choice
reflects the concept of ensuring that only valid codes are used in specific data fields.
Valid codes are predetermined values that fall within a recognized classification system
(for instance, the International Classification of Diseases, ICD). Therefore, checking that
only valid codes are entered is a direct example of a range edit check because it ensures
the data collected conforms to established standards and guidelines. In contrast,
comparing patient demographic data between primaries does not specifically involve
verifying that the values fall within a predetermined range. While important for data
verification, this activity does not inherently involve a range check methodology. The
focus is on the relationship and consistency of data rather than the validity of the data
values themselves.

6. What tumor marker determines whether trastuzumab
(Herceptin) treatment is appropriate?

A. Beta-hCG.
B. LDH.
C. PSA.
D. HER2/neu.

The correct answer focuses on the HER2/neu tumor marker, which is crucial in
determining eligibility for trastuzumab (Herceptin) treatment. HER2/neu is a gene that
plays a significant role in the growth and spread of cancer cells. In certain breast
cancers, the HER2/neu protein is overexpressed, indicating that the tumor may be more
aggressive and could benefit from targeted therapies like trastuzumab. Trastuzumab is
specifically designed to target HER2-positive breast cancer cells, effectively slowing
down their growth or causing their death. Thus, assessing the expression level of this
marker is essential for oncologists, as it helps them decide if trastuzumab will likely be
an effective treatment option for patients with breast cancer that overexpresses the
HER2 protein. Other markers listed, such as beta-hCG, LDH, and PSA, are associated
with different cancers and are not relevant for the treatment decision regarding
trastuzumab. Beta-hCG is used primarily for germ cell tumors and trophoblastic disease,
LDH is a general marker of tissue breakdown, and PSA is specific to prostate cancer.
Therefore, they do not inform decisions related to trastuzumab treatment in the context
of HER2-overexpressing breast cancer
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7. In the context of cancer cases, what are considered analytic
cases?

A. Cases diagnosed at the reporting facility or receiving first
course treatment

B. Cases diagnosed only at an autopsy
C. Cases that did not receive any treatment
D. Cases only tracked for statistical purposes

Analytic cases refer to cancer cases that are diagnosed and treated within a specific
healthcare facility, which includes cases diagnosed at that facility or those that receive
their first course of treatment there. This definition is important for data collection and
reporting in cancer registries, as it helps to ensure that cases are properly tracked from
diagnosis through treatment, allowing for a comprehensive analysis of patient outcomes
and treatment efficacy. When cases are classified as analytic, they become part of the
dataset used for cancer statistics and patient care quality evaluation, providing valuable
insights into how early diagnosis and treatment impact survival rates. Cases diagnosed
solely at autopsy, those that did not receive any treatment, and cases tracked only for
statistical purposes do not meet the criteria for analytic cases, as they either lack
sufficient clinical context or do not involve the treatment journey that is essential for
understanding cancer care outcomes.

8. Which cancer conference format is open to all healthcare
professionals in the community?

A. Site specific format

B. Community-wide format
C. Departmental format
D. Facility-wide format

The community-wide format is designed to be inclusive and open to all healthcare
professionals within a community. This setting encourages collaboration and information
sharing among various disciplines, such as oncologists, pathologists, radiologists, nurses,
and other healthcare providers. The emphasis in this format is on fostering a holistic
understanding of cancer care within the community, thereby improving patient outcomes
through collective expertise and resources. Site-specific, departmental, and facility-wide
formats tend to focus on particular areas or departments, which may limit participation
to those directly involved in specific specialties or within certain facilities. This can
restrict the exchange of ideas and reduce the overall community impact, as the
information and insights generated are confined to a narrower audience. The
community-wide format, therefore, stands out as the most inclusive option, promoting a

comprehensive approach to cancer care by gathering diverse perspectives and expertise
from the entire healthcare community.
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9. Prednisone is considered what type of substance?
A. Hormone
B. Adrenocorticoid
C. Both (a) and (b)
D. Neither (a) nor (b)

Prednisone is classified as an adrenocorticoid, which is a type of corticosteroid that is
synthesized in the adrenal cortex. It has various effects on metabolism, immune response
regulation, and inflammation reduction. Additionally, prednisone can mimic the action of
certain hormones in the body, particularly the glucocorticoids that regulate several
bodily functions. Since prednisone qualifies as both an adrenocorticoid and a hormone
(due to its physiological actions resembling those of glucocorticoids), the correct answer
encompasses both classifications. Recognizing its dual nature is essential in
understanding how prednisone functions in therapeutic settings, such as in the
treatment of inflammatory diseases and certain types of cancer.

10. What reference is used by registrars in North America to
determine the number of primaries to report for a patient?

A. International Agency for Research on Cancer's (IARC)
Multiple Primary Rules Guide

B. Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results Program (SEER)
Program Coding Manual

C. Commission on Cancer (CoC) FORDS Manual

D. None of the above

The correct reference used by registrars in North America to determine the number of
primaries to report for a patient is not represented by the choices given. The appropriate
manual typically referenced is the SEER Program Coding Manual, which provides
guidelines specifically for coding and reporting multiple primaries in cancer registries.
This manual includes rules on how to identify and count distinct primary tumors
diagnosed within a specific time frame, which is crucial for accurate cancer statistics and
patient tracking. The other options, while they contain valuable information related to
cancer registries, do not primarily focus on the determination of the number of
primaries. The International Agency for Research on Cancer's Multiple Primary Rules
Guide, for instance, offers insights into cancer registries but is not as widely utilized in
North America. The Commission on Cancer's FORDS Manual primarily addresses data
collection standards rather than specifics about multiple primaries. Thus, the most
appropriate resource for this context is not included in the options presented.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://seerctroperations.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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