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1. What is the primary characteristic of Type N mortar?
A. Low strength, good for garden walls
B. Medium strength, suitable for general use
C. No strength rating
D. High strength, used for heavy loads

2. What is the primary purpose of stringing out block of the
first course without mortar?
A. To ensure proper size joint and modular layout
B. To eliminate the need for aligning blocks
C. To reduce the amount of mortar used
D. To create a decorative pattern

3. What is the size relationship between actual and nominal
dimensions of a block?
A. Nominal dimensions are smaller due to shrinkage
B. Actual dimensions are equal to nominal dimensions
C. Nominal dimensions include the mortar joint size
D. Actual dimensions are always larger

4. What is the function of a mortar board?
A. To mix mortar
B. To hold mortar while laying block
C. To secure masonry lines
D. To tap down units into mortar

5. What type of jointer is referred to as a sled runner?
A. Concave jointer for vertical joints
B. Concave jointer for horizontal joints
C. Flat jointer for finishing
D. Pointed trowel for striking
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6. What should be the thickness of loose mortar removed
during a re-pointing joint?
A. 1/8 inch
B. 1/4 inch
C. 1/2 inch
D. 3/8 inch

7. How does procurement of materials impact construction
time?
A. It decreases labor costs
B. It leads to longer project durations
C. It facilitates quicker access to required materials
D. It allows for on-site fabrication only

8. What is the function of mortar in masonry?
A. To insulate the building
B. To bind masonry units together and fill joints
C. To provide color to the structure
D. To act as a substitute for bricks

9. What is the purpose of buttering in masonry work?
A. To create a watertight wall
B. To align the blocks perfectly
C. To spread mortar on the end shell or face before laying block
D. To finish the surface of the wall

10. What are the characteristics of Type S mortar?
A. Low strength, best for interior walls
B. High strength, suitable for load-bearing walls
C. None of the above
D. Weak, used only for decorative features
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Answers
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1. B
2. A
3. C
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. C
8. B
9. C
10. B
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Explanations

7Sample study guide. Visit https://seabeemasonry.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. What is the primary characteristic of Type N mortar?
A. Low strength, good for garden walls
B. Medium strength, suitable for general use
C. No strength rating
D. High strength, used for heavy loads

Type N mortar is characterized by its medium strength, typically with a compressive
strength rating of about 750 psi. This makes it suitable for a variety of general masonry
applications, such as above-grade walls and structures that are not subject to extreme
loads or pressure. It provides a good balance of flexibility and adhesion, making it ideal
for use in moderate exposure conditions, such as typical residential construction. The
properties of Type N mortar also allow it to accommodate slight movements in buildings,
making it a common choice for many general masonry jobs where strength and durability
are needed but not to the extent required for heavier structural elements.   Regarding
the other options, low-strength mortar is more applicable for garden walls and less
demanding applications, while Type N excels in providing sufficient strength for everyday
use. There are types of mortar with no specific strength rating, but Type N does have a
recognized compressive strength. Lastly, high-strength mortars are tailored for heavy
load-bearing structures, which falls outside the capabilities of Type N mortar, aligning it
with medium-strength needs instead.

2. What is the primary purpose of stringing out block of the
first course without mortar?
A. To ensure proper size joint and modular layout
B. To eliminate the need for aligning blocks
C. To reduce the amount of mortar used
D. To create a decorative pattern

The primary purpose of stringing out blocks of the first course without mortar is to
ensure proper size joint and modular layout. This practice allows masons to visualize and
verify the layout before any permanent fixing occurs. By doing so, they can check for
consistency in joint sizes and confirm that the blocks fit together according to the design
specifications.  Stringing out helps in identifying any necessary adjustments to the block
placement that may be needed to maintain a straight and level line throughout the
course. It also allows for the assessment of alignment with other architectural features,
ensuring that the final construction meets aesthetic and structural requirements. If any
adjustments are needed, they can be easily made without the complications that arise
once mortar has been applied. The focus on modular layout also facilitates ease of work
when the blocks are eventually mortared in place, ensuring a uniform appearance and
structural integrity.
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3. What is the size relationship between actual and nominal
dimensions of a block?
A. Nominal dimensions are smaller due to shrinkage
B. Actual dimensions are equal to nominal dimensions
C. Nominal dimensions include the mortar joint size
D. Actual dimensions are always larger

The correct understanding of the relationship between actual and nominal dimensions of
a block lies in the definition of each term. Nominal dimensions refer to the dimensions of
a masonry unit as specified by the manufacturer, which typically include additional space
for mortar joints when these units are laid in a wall. This means that the nominal
dimensions are larger because they incorporate the expected thickness of the mortar that
will be used during installation.  In contrast, actual dimensions are the physical size of
the block itself, excluding any mortar that may be applied during construction.
Therefore, when blocks are laid with mortar, the overall wall thickness is effectively
increased by the mortar joint, which is why nominal dimensions are larger—because they
account for the unit and the mortar that will be applied. This concept is crucial for
determining how many blocks are needed for a project and how they will fit together,
ensuring proper spacing and aesthetic alignment in masonry work.   This clarifies why
the answer highlights the importance of understanding both dimensions in practical
masonry applications, especially regarding how walls are constructed and designed.

4. What is the function of a mortar board?
A. To mix mortar
B. To hold mortar while laying block
C. To secure masonry lines
D. To tap down units into mortar

The function of a mortar board is to hold mortar while laying blocks. This is essential in
masonry because the mortar board provides a convenient surface for the mason to access
and work with the mortar. It keeps the mortar organized and within reach, allowing for
efficient application between blocks as they are laid.   Mortar boards are typically made
of a flat surface that can be any material, often wood or metal, which ensures the mortar
remains workable and does not dry out too quickly. By having a dedicated space for the
mortar, masons can maintain a smooth workflow, ensuring that they can focus on placing
the blocks accurately and securely, which ultimately contributes to the stability and
quality of the masonry structure.
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5. What type of jointer is referred to as a sled runner?
A. Concave jointer for vertical joints
B. Concave jointer for horizontal joints
C. Flat jointer for finishing
D. Pointed trowel for striking

The term "sled runner" specifically refers to a concave jointer used for horizontal joints.
This tool is designed to create a smooth, concave profile in the mortar between bricks or
masonry units, which helps facilitate water drainage and can enhance the visual
appearance of the joint. The concave shape effectively compresses the mortar, making it
less likely to crack and improving the long-term durability of the joint.   Using a concave
jointer for horizontal joints is particularly effective because it provides a tight seal that
can help prevent moisture infiltration, which is crucial in maintaining the integrity of
masonry structures. The technique of using this type of jointer is a standard practice in
masonry to achieve a professional finish.   In contrast, while a concave jointer for vertical
joints can also be beneficial, it does not specifically relate to the term "sled runner,"
which is more often associated with horizontal applications. The flat jointer and pointed
trowel mentioned in other options serve different purposes in masonry work and do not
match the specific function described by the term "sled runner."

6. What should be the thickness of loose mortar removed
during a re-pointing joint?
A. 1/8 inch
B. 1/4 inch
C. 1/2 inch
D. 3/8 inch

When re-pointing masonry joints, it's essential to remove loose mortar to a suitable depth
to ensure proper adhesion of the new mortar and to maintain the structural integrity of
the wall. The correct thickness for removing loose mortar during a re-pointing joint is
typically around 1/4 inch. This depth allows for the existing mortar to be adequately
prepared for new material, ensuring proper bonding and minimizing the risk of future
deterioration.  Removing only a superficial layer may not provide enough space for the
new mortar to anchor effectively, while removing too much could compromise the
structural masonry. At 1/4 inch, the right balance is achieved, allowing for effective
application of the new mortar without undermining the wall's strength. This practice
aligns with established guidelines in masonry repointing to ensure optimal restoration
and durability of the joint.
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7. How does procurement of materials impact construction
time?
A. It decreases labor costs
B. It leads to longer project durations
C. It facilitates quicker access to required materials
D. It allows for on-site fabrication only

The correct answer highlights the importance of timely procurement in construction.
When materials are procured efficiently, it ensures that they are available when needed,
which directly contributes to maintaining the project schedule. Quick access to required
materials minimizes delays related to waiting for deliveries and helps streamline the
construction process.   In contrast, if materials are not procured timely, it can lead to
disruptions and extended project durations, making the project take longer than
planned. While on-site fabrication can be useful in certain situations, it is not the
primary influence on construction timelines compared to the efficiency of material
procurement. Therefore, effective procurement practices are essential for promoting a
smooth workflow and helping teams stay on schedule.

8. What is the function of mortar in masonry?
A. To insulate the building
B. To bind masonry units together and fill joints
C. To provide color to the structure
D. To act as a substitute for bricks

Mortar plays a crucial role in masonry as it serves as the binding agent that holds the
masonry units—such as bricks or blocks—together. Its primary function is to fill the
joints between these units, ensuring that they are securely connected and providing
structural integrity. Mortar not only supports the weight of the masonry above it but also
acts as a cushion to accommodate slight movements caused by temperature changes or
settling of the structure.  While insulation and color may be important attributes of a
building's design and functionality, they are not primary functions of mortar. Insulation
is typically achieved using materials specifically designed to reduce heat flow, while the
aesthetic aspects, such as color, are often determined by the choice of masonry units
themselves rather than the mortar. Furthermore, mortar is not a substitute for bricks;
instead, it complements them by enhancing the overall strength and durability of the
masonry assembly.
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9. What is the purpose of buttering in masonry work?
A. To create a watertight wall
B. To align the blocks perfectly
C. To spread mortar on the end shell or face before laying block
D. To finish the surface of the wall

The purpose of buttering in masonry work primarily involves spreading mortar on the
end shell or face of a block before laying it. This technique ensures that an adequate
amount of mortar is present to bond the blocks together, facilitating a strong union
between the units and enhancing overall structural integrity. Buttering helps to fill gaps
and inconsistencies, allowing for better alignment and contact between blocks during the
laying process. By applying mortar in this manner, it also aids in achieving a uniform
appearance and can help mitigate issues such as voids that might compromise the wall’s
performance.  Other options, while important in their own contexts—such as creating
watertight walls or finishing the surface—do not specifically pertain to the act of
buttering blocks in preparation for laying them in a masonry wall. The emphasis on the
application of mortar before placement distinguishes buttering from other masonry
processes, focusing on the initial bonding stage that is critical for the effective
construction of masonry structures.

10. What are the characteristics of Type S mortar?
A. Low strength, best for interior walls
B. High strength, suitable for load-bearing walls
C. None of the above
D. Weak, used only for decorative features

Type S mortar is known for its high strength and is specifically designed for use in
load-bearing applications. It has a mix ratio that typically includes one part cement, one
part lime, and six parts sand, which contributes to its durability and overall strength.
This type of mortar is ideal for structural masonry, such as in masonry walls, facades,
and some types of masonry support systems. The high compressive strength of Type S
mortar makes it suitable for use in environments where the mortar must support
significant weight, ensuring that the bond between the bricks or blocks remains stable
over time.  This strength characteristic helps to prevent structural failure and provides
the necessary support for the weight of the wall or any additional loads placed upon it.
This is in direct contrast to lower strength mortars or those designed for decorative
purposes, which do not have the structural integrity required for load-bearing
applications.
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