
School Resource Officer
(SRO) Certification Practice
Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. Visit https://schoolresourceofficer.examzify.com



Copyright © 2025 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

1Sample study guide. Visit https://schoolresourceofficer.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Questions

2Sample study guide. Visit https://schoolresourceofficer.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. What do status offenses include?
A. Crimes with a specific penalty
B. Offenses that would not be criminal if committed by an adult
C. Drug-related offenses
D. Violent crimes

2. How can SROs contribute to a supportive school
environment?
A. By limiting interactions with students
B. By providing counseling services directly
C. By collaborating with mental health professionals
D. By conducting frequent disciplinary meetings

3. Which parties are typically involved in a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) related to school policing?
A. Parents, Teachers, Government Officials
B. Police Agency, School District, Probation Officer
C. Social Workers, Students, Community Activists
D. Judges, Mayors, Local Businesses

4. What is the role of family court in relation to juvenile
offenders?
A. To serve as a criminal court
B. To hold trials for minors only
C. To provide a civil court setting with original jurisdiction
D. To only provide rehabilitation services

5. What is the function of threat assessment teams in
schools?
A. To enforce school discipline among students
B. To evaluate threats and develop strategies for school safety
C. To manage extracurricular activities
D. To oversee student attendance policies
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6. What is the legal term for an individual engaged in any
type of sexual activity with individuals defined as children?
A. Child Abuser
B. Child Exploiter
C. Child Molester
D. Child Predator

7. What is the duration of coverage for an individual under
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act?
A. A person is covered from birth until death
B. A person is covered from age 5 to age 18
C. A person is covered only during school hours
D. A person is covered only during their employment

8. What does the acronym SARA stand for in Community
Policing?
A. Surveillance, Assessment, Response, and Action
B. Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment
C. Study, Analyze, Resolve, and Address
D. Survey, Assessment, Review, and Action

9. How do SROs contribute to a sense of community within
schools?
A. By keeping strictly to legal obligations
B. Through their involvement in school activities and programs
C. By maintaining distance from students
D. By primarily focusing on disciplinary actions

10. Which of the following can enhance
communication-related practices in schools?
A. Active listening
B. Minimal interaction
C. Using slang terminology
D. Avoiding engagement
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. B
4. C
5. B
6. C
7. A
8. B
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. What do status offenses include?
A. Crimes with a specific penalty
B. Offenses that would not be criminal if committed by an adult
C. Drug-related offenses
D. Violent crimes

Status offenses refer to behaviors that are considered offenses only because of the youth
status of the individual involved; these are actions that are not considered criminal if
committed by an adult. Examples of status offenses include truancy, underage drinking,
curfew violations, and running away from home.   This classification recognizes that
certain behaviors are viewed through different lenses depending on age, indicating that
legal consequences for such actions are specific to minors. In contrast, the other options
describe activities or categories that apply differently: crimes with specified penalties,
drug-related offenses, and violent crimes can all be criminal regardless of the age of the
perpetrator. Thus, the unique aspect of status offenses lies in their dependency on the
individual’s age, making option B the correct choice.

2. How can SROs contribute to a supportive school
environment?
A. By limiting interactions with students
B. By providing counseling services directly
C. By collaborating with mental health professionals
D. By conducting frequent disciplinary meetings

School Resource Officers (SROs) play a crucial role in creating a supportive school
environment by collaborating with mental health professionals. This collaboration can
help in identifying students who may be struggling emotionally or psychologically and in
providing appropriate resources or interventions. By working together with counselors,
psychologists, and social workers, SROs can ensure that students receive comprehensive
support, which includes both safety and mental wellness initiatives.   This partnership
allows SROs to better understand the social and emotional dynamics within the school,
enabling them to address issues like bullying, anxiety, or behavioral challenges more
effectively. Through this collaborative approach, SROs can help foster a culture of
communication and trust, where students feel safe to express their concerns and seek
help. This not only enhances the overall school climate but also contributes to the
well-being and development of students, aligning with the broader goals of educational
institutions to nurture their students holistically.
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3. Which parties are typically involved in a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) related to school policing?
A. Parents, Teachers, Government Officials
B. Police Agency, School District, Probation Officer
C. Social Workers, Students, Community Activists
D. Judges, Mayors, Local Businesses

The correct answer highlights the key involved parties in a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) related to school policing, which typically includes the Police
Agency, School District, and Probation Officer.   The Police Agency is integral as they
provide law enforcement services and play a crucial role in maintaining safety and
security within the school environment. The School District is equally important, as it
represents the educational institution that the MOU aims to support and enhance
through collaboration with law enforcement. Including the Probation Officer is
significant, as they can offer insights regarding students who may be involved in the
juvenile justice system, ensuring that their rehabilitation and support are considered in
school policing strategies.  Other options involve parties that might have relevant
interests or roles in the school community but do not represent the core stakeholders in
a formal agreement governing school policing. The emphasis on law enforcement and
educational administration in the correct answer underscores the collaborative efforts
needed to effectively manage police presence and intervention within schools.

4. What is the role of family court in relation to juvenile
offenders?
A. To serve as a criminal court
B. To hold trials for minors only
C. To provide a civil court setting with original jurisdiction
D. To only provide rehabilitation services

The role of family court in relation to juvenile offenders is primarily to provide a civil
court setting with original jurisdiction. This means that family court specifically deals
with matters involving minors and juveniles, distinguishing itself from criminal courts
that handle adult cases. In this setting, the focus is on the welfare and rehabilitation of
the juvenile rather than simply administering punishment.  Family courts are designed to
address issues such as delinquency, neglect, and abuse, which are often civil in nature
rather than criminal. They emphasize the best interests of the child and work to create
an environment that supports positive outcomes, including rehabilitation. While family
courts can impose certain consequences for juvenile offenses, the primary objective
remains the well-being and development of the youth involved.  The other options do not
accurately reflect the family court's role. Family court is not a criminal court, nor does it
solely hold trials for minors in the same way that criminal courts do. Additionally, while
rehabilitation services may be part of the outcome for juveniles, the family court
encompasses a broader range of services and legal processes, going beyond just
providing rehabilitation.
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5. What is the function of threat assessment teams in
schools?
A. To enforce school discipline among students
B. To evaluate threats and develop strategies for school safety
C. To manage extracurricular activities
D. To oversee student attendance policies

The function of threat assessment teams in schools is to evaluate threats and develop
strategies for school safety. These teams are essential because they focus on identifying
and mitigating potential risks to the school environment, including threats of violence,
bullying, or other safety concerns. Their primary task involves gathering information,
assessing the credibility and seriousness of threats, and then formulating appropriate
intervention strategies to ensure the well-being of both students and staff.  Threat
assessment teams utilize a multi-disciplinary approach, often involving law enforcement,
mental health professionals, educators, and administration. This collaboration allows for
a comprehensive understanding of the context surrounding any threats, resulting in
informed decision-making aimed at preventing incidents before they occur.  In contrast,
the other choices revolve around different functions that do not directly address the
critical nature of threat assessment and school safety. Enforcing school discipline and
managing extracurricular activities focus on different aspects of school operations, while
overseeing attendance policies does not contribute to evaluating or mitigating threats.
Understanding the specific role of threat assessment teams underscores their importance
in maintaining a safe educational environment.

6. What is the legal term for an individual engaged in any
type of sexual activity with individuals defined as children?
A. Child Abuser
B. Child Exploiter
C. Child Molester
D. Child Predator

The term "Child Molester" specifically refers to an individual who engages in sexual
activities with children, making it the most accurate and precise legal term among the
choices provided. This term encompasses a range of inappropriate sexual behaviors
directed towards minors, highlighting the act itself rather than broader categories of
exploitation or abuse.  While terms like "Child Abuser" and "Child Exploiter" may overlap
in some contexts, they are not exclusively focused on sexual activities with children.
"Child Abuser" could refer to various forms of abuse, including physical or emotional
mistreatment, whereas "Child Exploiter" generally pertains to taking advantage of a
child's vulnerability for illegal or selfish purposes, which may not necessarily involve
sexual acts.  Similarly, "Child Predator" is a broader term that can describe individuals
who may target children for various exploitative reasons, including but not limited to
sexual exploitation. The term could imply intent rather than the act itself.  In legal
contexts, using precise terminology is crucial for effectively addressing specific crimes.
"Child Molester" is the term that directly addresses the illegal sexual conduct with
children, making it the most appropriate choice in this scenario.
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7. What is the duration of coverage for an individual under
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act?
A. A person is covered from birth until death
B. A person is covered from age 5 to age 18
C. A person is covered only during school hours
D. A person is covered only during their employment

The correct choice indicates that a person is covered under Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act from birth until death. This coverage is significant because Section
504 provides protections against discrimination for individuals with disabilities in
programs and activities that receive federal funding, which includes educational
institutions.   This lifelong coverage means that individuals are entitled to protections
regardless of their age, as long as they are in situations where Section 504 applies, which
can include schooling, post-secondary education, and other federally funded programs
throughout their lives. It emphasizes the commitment to ensure that individuals with
disabilities have equal access and are not discriminated against in various contexts.   The
other choices suggest limitations based on age, time of day, or employment status, which
do not accurately reflect the comprehensive nature of the protections afforded by Section
504. In reality, the law is inclusive and intended to protect individuals from the time they
are born through their entire lifespan, regardless of the specific circumstances they
might encounter.

8. What does the acronym SARA stand for in Community
Policing?
A. Surveillance, Assessment, Response, and Action
B. Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment
C. Study, Analyze, Resolve, and Address
D. Survey, Assessment, Review, and Action

The acronym SARA stands for Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment, which is a
structured problem-solving process commonly used in community policing. This
framework guides officers in identifying and addressing issues within the community
effectively. The first step, scanning, involves identifying and prioritizing potential
problems or crime trends. Analysis follows, which entails gathering data to understand
the nature and extent of the problem thoroughly.   After the analysis, the response phase
begins, where strategies and interventions are developed and implemented to address the
identified issues. The final step, assessment, involves evaluating the effectiveness of the
responses in solving the problem and determining what modifications might be necessary
for future efforts. This cyclical process ensures continuous improvement and adaptation,
ultimately leading to more effective policing and community engagement.  Other options
do not accurately reflect the established terminology and steps associated with the SARA
model.
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9. How do SROs contribute to a sense of community within
schools?
A. By keeping strictly to legal obligations
B. Through their involvement in school activities and programs
C. By maintaining distance from students
D. By primarily focusing on disciplinary actions

School Resource Officers (SROs) enhance the sense of community within educational
environments primarily through their active participation in school activities and
programs. When SROs engage in various events, whether it's sporting events, educational
workshops, or community service initiatives, they build familiarity and rapport with
students, staff, and parents. This involvement allows SROs to be more approachable and
relatable figures, which fosters trust and communication between law enforcement and
the school community.   In essence, their presence in non-enforcement roles helps to
humanize law enforcement in the eyes of students, thereby creating an environment
where students feel safe and supported. They become integral members of the school
community, contributing positively to the overall school culture and climate.

10. Which of the following can enhance
communication-related practices in schools?
A. Active listening
B. Minimal interaction
C. Using slang terminology
D. Avoiding engagement

Active listening is a vital communication practice that enhances relationships and fosters
a positive atmosphere in schools. By fully engaging with the speaker, making eye contact,
and providing feedback, active listening helps students and staff feel heard and valued.
This practice encourages open dialogue, which is crucial for addressing concerns and
building trust within the school community. It also allows individuals to clarify
misunderstandings and ensure the effective exchange of information.   In contrast,
minimal interaction, using slang terminology, and avoiding engagement can lead to
misunderstandings, miscommunications, and a lack of connection among students, staff,
and the wider school community. These practices can hinder the development of a
supportive environment necessary for effective educational and personal growth.
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