
SCCJA DUI and
Standardized Field Sobriety
Testing (SFST) Practice
Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. Visit https://sccjaduisfst.examzify.com



Copyright © 2025 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

1Sample study guide. Visit https://sccjaduisfst.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Questions

2Sample study guide. Visit https://sccjaduisfst.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. What is a common sign of impairment observed during the
Walk-and-Turn test?
A. Stepping in a straight line
B. Performing the task quickly
C. Using arms for balance
D. Completing the test without hesitation

2. Which symptom of alcohol intoxication do officers
commonly look for?
A. Increased energy
B. Slurred speech
C. Excessive laughter
D. Rapid heartbeat

3. Name a factor that can influence HGN test results
unrelated to alcohol.
A. Certain medical conditions
B. Intoxication level
C. Environmental noise
D. Personal bias of the officer

4. What can officers do to minimize distractions during
SFSTs?
A. Increase the number of bystanders around
B. Control the surrounding environment to reduce noise and

visual disturbances
C. Conduct tests during peak traffic hours
D. Utilize bright lights to capture attention

5. What behaviors might suggest drug influence rather than
alcohol?
A. Erratic movements, inability to stay awake, and aggressive

behavior
B. Slurred speech, alcohol odor, and difficulty standing
C. Excessive laughter, poor memory, and tiredness
D. Calm demeanor, clear speech, and stable posture
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6. Alcohol impairs the ability to do what among tasks?
A. Focus
B. Divide attention
C. Socialize
D. Communicate

7. Why is it important for an officer to document the SFSTs
conducted?
A. To establish a routine for conducting tests
B. To provide evidence for court and substantiate the DUI

charge
C. To improve future training sessions
D. To maintain compliance with internal policies

8. During the Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus test, what is the
officer looking for?
A. Sobriety in speech
B. Involuntary eye movement
C. Coordination in walking
D. Balance while standing

9. What is the major decision in phase three of DUI
detection?
A. Whether to issue a warning or citation
B. Whether to release the driver at the scene
C. Whether there is sufficient probable cause to arrest the

subject for DUI
D. Whether to call for a tow truck

10. In terms of field sobriety testing, what is “clue
clustering”?
A. The identification of multiple signs of impairment
B. The way clues are documented
C. The method of scoring the tests
D. The process of elimination during tests
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Answers
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1. C
2. B
3. A
4. B
5. A
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. C
10. A
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Explanations

7Sample study guide. Visit https://sccjaduisfst.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. What is a common sign of impairment observed during the
Walk-and-Turn test?
A. Stepping in a straight line
B. Performing the task quickly
C. Using arms for balance
D. Completing the test without hesitation

The Walk-and-Turn test is designed to assess a person's ability to follow instructions and
maintain balance while performing a physical task. A common sign of impairment during
this test is the use of arms for balance. When an individual is impaired, they may
struggle to maintain their balance and may instinctively extend their arms to stabilize
themselves as they walk. This behavior indicates a lack of coordination and balance,
which are crucial skills that can be affected by alcohol or drugs.   In contrast, stepping in
a straight line, performing the task quickly, and completing the test without hesitation
are indicators of proper performance and suggest that the individual is not impaired.
Observing a subject who relies on their arms for balance can be a significant cue for
officers during field sobriety testing, reinforcing the assessment of potential impairment.

2. Which symptom of alcohol intoxication do officers
commonly look for?
A. Increased energy
B. Slurred speech
C. Excessive laughter
D. Rapid heartbeat

Officers commonly look for slurred speech as a symptom of alcohol intoxication because
it is a direct and observable indicator of impaired motor function and coordination,
which are affected by alcohol consumption. When a person consumes alcohol, it can
hinder the brain's ability to control the muscles involved in speech, resulting in
distortion or difficulty in pronunciation. Slurred speech signifies that the individual's
cognitive and physical faculties are compromised, making it a key factor for officers
when assessing whether someone may be under the influence of alcohol.  While increased
energy, excessive laughter, and rapid heartbeat can occur with alcohol consumption or
other factors, they are not as consistent or reliable as indicators of intoxication.
Increased energy is not typically associated with alcohol, as it often causes sedation
rather than stimulation. Excessive laughter may occur in some individuals but is not a
definitive sign of impairment and can happen in various social contexts. A rapid
heartbeat could be a reaction to various substances or stress rather than a clear
indicator of alcohol intoxication. Thus, slurred speech stands out as a specific symptom
that is closely linked to the effects of alcohol on the body.
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3. Name a factor that can influence HGN test results
unrelated to alcohol.
A. Certain medical conditions
B. Intoxication level
C. Environmental noise
D. Personal bias of the officer

The horizontal gaze nystagmus (HGN) test measures eye movements as an indication of
impairment, typically due to alcohol or drugs. However, there are several factors that can
influence the accuracy of the HGN test results, unrelated to alcohol consumption. One
significant factor is certain medical conditions.   For instance, individuals with eye
disorders, neurological conditions, or injuries affecting eye movement may exhibit
nystagmus even when they are not under the influence of substances. Conditions such as
vestibular disorders or other neurological issues can impact how the eyes respond during
the test, potentially leading to a misinterpretation of the results.  Understanding how
medical conditions can influence the HGN test is crucial for officers administering the
test. It ensures they can properly assess the situation and consider these factors when
determining whether a person is impaired or not.

4. What can officers do to minimize distractions during
SFSTs?
A. Increase the number of bystanders around
B. Control the surrounding environment to reduce noise and

visual disturbances
C. Conduct tests during peak traffic hours
D. Utilize bright lights to capture attention

To minimize distractions during Standardized Field Sobriety Tests (SFSTs), controlling
the surrounding environment to reduce noise and visual disturbances is essential. The
primary goal during these assessments is to observe an individual's physical and
cognitive responses accurately; distractions can significantly impair the reliability of the
test results.   By managing the environment—such as moving the subject to a quieter
location, ensuring adequate lighting, and reducing foot traffic or other visual
disturbances—officers can focus on the subject's performance and behavior without
external interference. This controlled setting helps in making more accurate
observations related to any potential signs of impairment, ensuring that test outcomes
are reflective of the individual's true state rather than influenced by external factors.   In
contrast, increasing the number of bystanders or conducting tests during peak traffic
hours would only elevate the level of distraction, making it more difficult to assess the
subject's performance accurately. Using bright lights may draw attention but can also be
a source of distraction rather than a tool for maximizing the subject's focus.
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5. What behaviors might suggest drug influence rather than
alcohol?
A. Erratic movements, inability to stay awake, and aggressive

behavior
B. Slurred speech, alcohol odor, and difficulty standing
C. Excessive laughter, poor memory, and tiredness
D. Calm demeanor, clear speech, and stable posture

Erratic movements, inability to stay awake, and aggressive behavior are all behaviors that
can suggest drug influence rather than alcohol consumption. Drugs can have varied
effects on motor skills, alertness, and emotional regulation that differ significantly from
those of alcohol.  For instance, drugs such as stimulants may cause erratic movements
and aggressive behavior, while depressants might lead to drowsiness or an inability to
stay awake. This combination of signs is not typically associated with alcohol impairment.
While alcohol can lead to aggression and altered motor control, the specific presentation
of behaviors seen in the context of various drugs is distinct and often more erratic or
extreme.  Other options, while listing potential impairments, generally align more closely
with signs of alcohol use. For example, slurred speech and an alcohol odor are hallmark
signs of alcohol intoxication. Excessive laughter and tiredness can be associated with
both substances but are not definitive indicators like the behaviors in the correct choice.
A calm demeanor, clear speech, and stable posture would typically point to sobriety
rather than drug influence.

6. Alcohol impairs the ability to do what among tasks?
A. Focus
B. Divide attention
C. Socialize
D. Communicate

Alcohol significantly impairs an individual's ability to divide attention, which is crucial
for performing tasks that require simultaneous handling of multiple cognitive demands.
This ability to focus on several activities at once—like observing traffic while driving,
responding to auditory cues, and managing physical coordination—can be severely
compromised even at low levels of alcohol consumption.   When dividing attention,
cognitive tasks must be processed in parallel, and alcohol interferes with this capacity by
slowing down mental processing and reducing an individual's ability to switch attention
effectively between distinct tasks. This impairment is particularly relevant in driving
situations where a person must assess their environment, respond to stimuli, and execute
physical movements simultaneously. As a result, the risk of errors and accidents
increases substantially when alcohol is involved.   While it is true that alcohol can also
affect focus, socializing, and communication, the core issue in the context of field
sobriety testing and driving safety is the ability to divide attention among competing
demands, making this the most relevant choice in the context of assessing impairment.
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7. Why is it important for an officer to document the SFSTs
conducted?
A. To establish a routine for conducting tests
B. To provide evidence for court and substantiate the DUI

charge
C. To improve future training sessions
D. To maintain compliance with internal policies

Documenting the Standardized Field Sobriety Tests (SFSTs) conducted by an officer is
vital primarily because it serves as a form of evidence for court proceedings. Proper
documentation can substantiate the officer's observations and the rationale for a DUI
charge. This written record may include details about the conditions under which the
tests were performed, the demeanor of the subject, the results of the tests, and any other
pertinent observations.  In the legal context, comprehensive documentation can
strengthen a prosecution's case by providing clarity and supporting the decisions made
by the officer at the scene. The ability to present clear evidence can affect the outcome of
a trial, influencing whether charges are upheld or dismissed. Consequently, the thorough
recording of SFSTs directly impacts the judicial process and the enforcement of DUI
laws, highlighting its significance in law enforcement practices.

8. During the Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus test, what is the
officer looking for?
A. Sobriety in speech
B. Involuntary eye movement
C. Coordination in walking
D. Balance while standing

During the Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus (HGN) test, the officer is specifically looking for
involuntary eye movement. HGN is a physiological phenomenon where the eyes exhibit an
inability to smoothly track a moving stimulus, in this case, a pen or flashlight being
moved horizontally. When a person is under the influence of alcohol, this involuntary
nystagmus can become more pronounced, making it a useful indicator of impairment.
The test involves observing the eyes as they follow the moving object to identify the
presence and intensity of nystagmus, which can indicate levels of intoxication.   The
other options focus on different physical aspects such as speech, walking coordination,
and balance, which are assessed in other fields sobriety tests but are not the focus of the
HGN test. This specificity makes the HGN effective for gauging impairment due to
substances, particularly alcohol.
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9. What is the major decision in phase three of DUI
detection?
A. Whether to issue a warning or citation
B. Whether to release the driver at the scene
C. Whether there is sufficient probable cause to arrest the

subject for DUI
D. Whether to call for a tow truck

In phase three of DUI detection, the major decision involves determining whether there
is sufficient probable cause to arrest the subject for DUI. This phase is critical as it is the
culmination of the officer's observations and assessments made during the previous
phases of the DUI detection process.   During this phase, law enforcement officers
evaluate the evidence collected, including the results of standardized field sobriety tests
and any relevant indicators of impairment observed earlier. If the officer concludes that
the evidence suggests the driver is operating under the influence of alcohol or drugs, this
forms the basis for probable cause.  The importance of this decision lies in its legal
implications. Establishing probable cause is a necessary condition for making an arrest
and proceeding with DUI charges. It ensures that an officer is acting within legal
parameters and protects the rights of the individual involved. This decision also affects
subsequent actions such as booking procedures, charges filed, and the potential for court
proceedings.   While deciding on a warning, citation, releasing the driver, or calling for a
tow truck may be considerations in a DUI stop, they do not carry the same weight of legal
significance as establishing probable cause for DUI arrest. Thus, recognizing the critical
nature of probable cause in this context is essential for any officer trained in DUI
detection and enforcement.

10. In terms of field sobriety testing, what is “clue
clustering”?
A. The identification of multiple signs of impairment
B. The way clues are documented
C. The method of scoring the tests
D. The process of elimination during tests

"Clue clustering" refers to the identification of multiple signs of impairment observed
during field sobriety testing. It is a concept used by law enforcement to assess a driver's
level of impairment based on the presence of various indicators or "clues" during
standardized field sobriety tests. When an officer administers these tests, they are
trained to look for specific behaviors and physical cues that may suggest impairment,
such as balance issues, inability to follow instructions, or delayed reactions.  The
importance of clue clustering lies in the fact that the more clues an officer identifies, the
more confident they can be in determining that the individual is impaired. This
cumulative assessment helps form the basis for the decision to proceed with further
action, such as an arrest for DUI. Each identified clue adds to the overall picture of the
driver's condition, making it a critical aspect of effective field sobriety evaluation.
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