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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. A drug containing 1 narcotic and 2 or more non-narcotics is classified as
what type of narcotic?
A. Straight narcotic
B. Exempted narcotic
C. Verbal narcotic
D. Licensed narcotic

2. What does a 'straight narcotic' include in terms of composition?
A. 1 narcotic and 2 or more non-narcotics
B. 1 or more narcotics with potentially any number of non-narcotics
C. Only 1 narcotic ingredient
D. No narcotics at all

3. What ethical principle supports making decisions that lead to the best
outcome for the patient?
A. Justice
B. Beneficence
C. Nonmaleficence
D. Veracity

4. What is the main purpose of the refilling regulations for benzodiazepines?
A. To discourage their use
B. For patient safety and proper documentation
C. To increase pharmacy profits
D. To eliminate fraudulent activities

5. What must pharmacists document on a prescription regarding a verbal
order?
A. The patient’s health history
B. The reason for the verbal order
C. The dosage information
D. The expiration date
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6. The Controlled Drug and Substances Act (CDSA) regulates which of the
following?
A. Public access to pharmaceutical drugs
B. Healthcare licensing and professions
C. Controlled substances and precursor chemicals
D. Pharmacy promotional practices

7. What is the primary orientation of the tools provided by the COMPASS
program?
A. Commercial and marketing focused
B. Quality assurance and compliance driven
C. Safety-focused and evidence-based
D. Educational and training oriented

8. What is the purpose of the Maximum Allowable Cost (MAC) policy?
A. Setting a fixed price for all medications
B. Insurance reimbursement based on the lowest available cost
C. Encouraging the use of brand-name drugs
D. Regulating the sale of controlled substances

9. What are Class B precursors used for?
A. Direct medical treatments
B. Producing illicit controlled substances
C. Refilling prescriptions
D. Regulating pharmacy practices

10. Controlled drugs listed in Part __ of pharmacy records must be maintained
in a dedicated book or register.
A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4
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Answers
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1. C
2. C
3. B
4. B
5. B
6. C
7. C
8. B
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. A drug containing 1 narcotic and 2 or more non-narcotics is classified as
what type of narcotic?
A. Straight narcotic
B. Exempted narcotic
C. Verbal narcotic
D. Licensed narcotic

The classification of a drug that contains one narcotic and two or more non-narcotic substances is known as an
exempted narcotic. Exempted narcotics are substances that fall under specific regulations allowing them to be
sold without a prescription, provided they meet certain criteria, such as the quantity of the narcotic and the
presence of additional non-narcotic ingredients.  In Saskatchewan, exempted narcotics typically include
combinations where the narcotic is present in a lower concentration, and the non-narcotics are included to
provide relief for ailments like pain or cough without the control typically associated with stronger narcotics.
This classification helps ensure that patients can access medications that are effective yet controlled in such a
way that they are less likely to be abused compared to straight narcotics, which are more heavily regulated.  The
other classifications mentioned, such as straight narcotic, verbal narcotic, and licensed narcotic, do not
accurately represent this specific combination of a narcotic with multiple non-narcotic components. A straight
narcotic refers to drugs that are pure narcotics without additional ingredients, while the concepts of verbal and
licensed narcotics relate to different regulatory and prescription requirements. This is why the correct
classification in this case is as an exempted narcotic.

2. What does a 'straight narcotic' include in terms of composition?
A. 1 narcotic and 2 or more non-narcotics
B. 1 or more narcotics with potentially any number of non-narcotics
C. Only 1 narcotic ingredient
D. No narcotics at all

A 'straight narcotic' refers specifically to a product that contains only one narcotic ingredient. This definition is
crucial in understanding how narcotics are classified in pharmacy law and helps ensure proper regulation and
use of these substances.  The significance of having only one narcotic ingredient lies in the regulations
surrounding its prescribing, dispensing, and use. A straight narcotic is often associated with a higher potential
for abuse and addiction, which is why the legal framework emphasizes its singular narcotic composition. By
limiting it to just one narcotic, it simplifies monitoring and control mechanisms within the pharmacy and
healthcare system.   Understanding this classification helps pharmacists and healthcare professionals ensure
compliance with laws and provides clarity in patient counseling regarding the expected effects and risks
associated with the medication. The distinction also impacts how prescriptions for narcotics are filled and how
they are managed within a pharmacy’s inventory system, emphasizing the importance of stringent
record-keeping and controlled substance regulations.
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3. What ethical principle supports making decisions that lead to the best
outcome for the patient?
A. Justice
B. Beneficence
C. Nonmaleficence
D. Veracity

Beneficence is the ethical principle that emphasizes acting in the best interest of the patient, promoting their
well-being and ensuring positive health outcomes. This principle requires healthcare professionals to take
actions that benefit patients, which may involve providing effective treatment, alleviating suffering, or improving
overall quality of life. In the context of pharmacy practice, adhering to beneficence means evaluating treatment
options, counseling patients, and making recommendations that ultimately enhance the patient's health and
welfare.  While other ethical principles—such as justice, nonmaleficence, and veracity—play significant roles in
guiding healthcare decisions, they focus on different aspects. Justice addresses fairness and the equitable
distribution of healthcare resources, nonmaleficence emphasizes the obligation to avoid harm to patients, and
veracity is concerned with truthfulness and honesty in communication. However, none of these principles
fundamentally prioritize the patient's best outcome in the same way that beneficence does. Thus, beneficence is
the guiding principle for making decisions that lead to the best possible outcomes for patients.

4. What is the main purpose of the refilling regulations for benzodiazepines?
A. To discourage their use
B. For patient safety and proper documentation
C. To increase pharmacy profits
D. To eliminate fraudulent activities

The main purpose of the refilling regulations for benzodiazepines is centered on patient safety and proper
documentation. Benzodiazepines can have a high potential for misuse and dependency, thus it is essential to
have stringent regulations in place to ensure that they are used safely and appropriately. These regulations help
ensure that healthcare professionals monitor the patient's use of these medications, manage potential side
effects, and prevent misuse or overuse.  Additionally, proper documentation is vital in tracking patients'
medication history, which is crucial for making informed healthcare decisions. This detailed record-keeping
helps in monitoring the efficacy of treatment and managing any arising complications. By having a structured
refill process, pharmacists can validate that the medications are being used as intended, contributing to overall
patient health and safety.
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5. What must pharmacists document on a prescription regarding a verbal
order?
A. The patient’s health history
B. The reason for the verbal order
C. The dosage information
D. The expiration date

Pharmacists are required to document the reason for a verbal order on a prescription to ensure clear
communication and accountability. Documenting the rationale behind a verbal order is critical because it helps
other healthcare providers understand the context and clinical judgment that led to the decision. This practice
supports patient safety, as it facilitates continuity of care and allows for informed decision-making regarding the
patient's treatment plan.  In the case of verbal orders, having a documented reason aids in avoiding confusion
and misinterpretation of the order, which can be particularly important in scenarios where multiple caregivers are
involved. Understanding why a particular treatment is recommended allows pharmacists and other healthcare
professionals to assess its appropriateness and monitor the patient's progress effectively. This documentation
is crucial for both legal and ethical considerations in practice.  While documenting the patient's health history,
dosage information, and expiration date may be necessary in other circumstances, they do not specifically
pertain to the requirement of documenting verbal orders directly. Therefore, the reason for the verbal order
stands out as the essential piece of information that must be clearly recorded.

6. The Controlled Drug and Substances Act (CDSA) regulates which of the
following?
A. Public access to pharmaceutical drugs
B. Healthcare licensing and professions
C. Controlled substances and precursor chemicals
D. Pharmacy promotional practices

The Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (CDSA) is specifically designed to regulate controlled substances and
precursor chemicals within Canada. This act establishes a framework for the classification and management of
drugs that have the potential for abuse and are controlled due to their potential to cause harm. The CDSA
outlines the legal standards for the manufacturing, distribution, possession, and use of these substances, which
include narcotics, stimulants, depressants, and hallucinogens, among others.  The importance of the CDSA lies
in its role in public health and safety, as it helps prevent drug misuse and unauthorized access to these
substances. Additionally, it provides the legal basis for law enforcement and public health officials to regulate
activities related to controlled substances.  In contrast, other options relate to different areas of medication and
healthcare regulation. For example, public access to pharmaceutical drugs focuses on the availability and
distribution of medications, while healthcare licensing and professions pertain to the standards and regulations
governing healthcare providers. Pharmacy promotional practices involve marketing and advertising within the
pharmacy sector. Therefore, the focus of the CDSA on controlled substances distinguishes it as the correct
answer in this context.
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7. What is the primary orientation of the tools provided by the COMPASS
program?
A. Commercial and marketing focused
B. Quality assurance and compliance driven
C. Safety-focused and evidence-based
D. Educational and training oriented

The primary orientation of the tools provided by the COMPASS program is safety-focused and evidence-based.
This means that the resources and tools developed under the COMPASS program prioritize the safety of patients
and the public in a healthcare setting. By being evidence-based, the tools leverage current research and best
practices to inform decision-making and improve the overall quality of care provided in pharmacies. The
emphasis on safety ensures that pharmacists are equipped with the necessary resources to avoid errors,
manage risks effectively, and promote better health outcomes for patients. This focus aligns with broader trends
in healthcare that prioritize safe practices and evidence-informed approaches.

8. What is the purpose of the Maximum Allowable Cost (MAC) policy?
A. Setting a fixed price for all medications
B. Insurance reimbursement based on the lowest available cost
C. Encouraging the use of brand-name drugs
D. Regulating the sale of controlled substances

The Maximum Allowable Cost (MAC) policy serves the purpose of establishing a cap on the amount that
pharmacies can be reimbursed for certain medications, typically generics. This system ensures that insurance
providers reimburse pharmacies based on the lowest available cost for a drug, promoting cost-effective options
in medication dispensing. By focusing on the lowest price, the MAC policy helps contain drug costs for both the
pharmacy benefit managers and consumers, encouraging the use of more affordable medication alternatives
while maintaining access to necessary treatments.  This policy is beneficial for managing overall healthcare
costs without compromising access to medications. It is a critical part of pharmacy economics as it influences
the prices that pharmacies can charge and the reimbursement rates provided by insurers. The encouragement of
price competition can lead to reduced costs for patients and the healthcare system as a whole.

9. What are Class B precursors used for?
A. Direct medical treatments
B. Producing illicit controlled substances
C. Refilling prescriptions
D. Regulating pharmacy practices

Class B precursors are chemical substances that can be used in the manufacturing or synthesis of controlled
substances, particularly illicit drugs. These precursors are often targeted by regulatory bodies because they pose
a risk of being diverted from legitimate use to the illicit market.  The primary concern with Class B precursors is
their potential role in the illegal drug trade, as they can be converted into controlled substances that have no
legal medical use. Therefore, regulations surrounding these substances are stringent, and they are monitored
closely to prevent misuse.   In the context of pharmacy law, understanding the role of Class B precursors is
crucial for pharmacists, as they must comply with regulations concerning the handling, storage, and reporting of
these substances to ensure they are not involved in the production of illicit drugs.
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10. Controlled drugs listed in Part __ of pharmacy records must be maintained
in a dedicated book or register.
A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4

Controlled drugs listed in Part 1 of pharmacy records must be maintained in a dedicated book or register
because these records are specifically required by the regulations governing controlled substances. Part 1
typically deals with the strictest categories of controlled drugs that require meticulous record-keeping to ensure
compliance with legal and regulatory standards.   By maintaining these records in a dedicated book or register,
pharmacies can easily track the acquisition and dispensing of these substances, thereby preventing misuse and
ensuring accountability. This dedicated record helps to create a clear audit trail, which is essential for regulatory
inspections and for the pharmacy's internal management, ensuring safe and proper handling of potentially
dangerous medications.   In contrast, other sections like Parts 2, 3, and 4 focus on different categories of drugs
or provide less stringent requirements for record-keeping. These parts might allow for more flexibility regarding
how records are maintained, but for Part 1, the requirement for a dedicated register reflects the heightened risk
and regulatory scrutiny associated with those controlled substances.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://saskatchewanpharmlawje.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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