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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What does the ROUND function do in the context of PROC
FCMP?
A. It converts values to a format.
B. It rounds values to the nearest integer.
C. It creates a new variable.
D. It defines the data type.

2. What information does PROC CONTENTS provide about a
dataset?
A. Only the first few records of the dataset
B. Metadata information including variable types and dataset

attributes
C. Graphs and charts representing the data
D. Summary statistics of the dataset

3. What is the primary purpose of a temporary array in SAS?
A. To store values that will be used in calculations only within a

data step
B. To create columns that will be saved in the final dataset
C. To automatically output dataset rows
D. To index a dataset for efficient data retrieval

4. What does the PROC PRINT procedure do in SAS?
A. Creates graphical summaries of data
B. Displays the contents of a SAS dataset
C. Generates statistical analysis reports
D. Sorts data in a specified order

5. True or False: The LAG function can retrieve the previous
value of a numeric or character column.
A. True
B. False
C. Only for numeric columns
D. Only for character columns

Sample study guide, visit https://sasadvprogramming.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 6

SA
M

PLE



6. What is the primary role of the PRX functions in SAS?
A. To handle numerical data calculations
B. To parse and manipulate strings using complex patterns
C. To visualize data graphs
D. To filter dataset rows based on value similarities

7. In a hash object definition, what is the role of specifying an
ordered status?
A. To enable dynamic resizing of the hash object
B. To create a sequential order for data retrieval
C. To limit the number of data entries
D. To improve memory performance

8. Which of the following is NOT a feature of PROC FEDSQL?
A. Supports ANSI SQL syntax
B. Pseudocode execution
C. Optimizes processing in the database
D. Allows complex SQL statements

9. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of the
PICTURE statement?
A. It is applicable only in PROC FORMAT.
B. It can format date values.
C. It cannot format non-numeric values.
D. It produces templates for numeric display.

10. What is the function of the MERGE statement in SAS?
A. To split a dataset into multiple datasets
B. To combine datasets based on common key variables
C. To filter datasets based on conditions
D. To summarize data in tables
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. A
4. B
5. A
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. C
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What does the ROUND function do in the context of PROC
FCMP?
A. It converts values to a format.
B. It rounds values to the nearest integer.
C. It creates a new variable.
D. It defines the data type.

The ROUND function in the context of PROC FCMP is specifically designed to round
numeric values to the nearest integer or to a specified number of decimal places. When
the function is invoked, it takes a numeric argument and applies rounding logic, which
means if the decimal portion of the number is .5 or higher, the function will round up to
the next whole number; if it is less than .5, it will round down.  This behavior is
particularly useful in various data analysis scenarios where precision to the nearest
whole number is required, such as when preparing data for reporting or graphical
outputs. The ability to control how numeric values are rounded can help ensure
consistency in results, especially when dealing with financial data, measurements, or any
analytics requiring clear thresholds.  Using the ROUND function correctly is essential for
any advanced SAS programming tasks that involve data manipulation and reporting,
enabling developers to create more accurate, user-friendly outputs.

2. What information does PROC CONTENTS provide about a
dataset?
A. Only the first few records of the dataset
B. Metadata information including variable types and dataset

attributes
C. Graphs and charts representing the data
D. Summary statistics of the dataset

PROC CONTENTS in SAS is designed to provide detailed metadata information about a
dataset. This includes essential characteristics such as the names of the variables, their
respective types (e.g., numeric or character), the length of each variable, and any
associated attributes like labels and formats. Additionally, it provides the number of
observations and variables in the dataset, offering an overview of the dataset's structure. 
This specific focus on metadata distinguishes PROC CONTENTS from other procedures.
For example, it does not display actual data records or graphical representations, nor
does it calculate summary statistics. Instead, it presents a structured overview that is
crucial for understanding the dataset in preparation for analysis or manipulation. This
makes option B the correct answer, as it accurately describes the comprehensive
informational output that PROC CONTENTS provides about datasets.
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3. What is the primary purpose of a temporary array in SAS?
A. To store values that will be used in calculations only within a

data step
B. To create columns that will be saved in the final dataset
C. To automatically output dataset rows
D. To index a dataset for efficient data retrieval

The primary purpose of a temporary array in SAS is indeed to store values that will be
used in calculations only within a data step. Temporary arrays are created for use within
a single data step and do not retain their values or structure once the data step is
completed. This characteristic makes them particularly useful for intermediate
calculations, transformations, or to hold values that are needed only during the
processing of that specific data step.  When working with temporary arrays, you can
manipulate data efficiently by keeping it in memory without creating additional
permanent datasets or columns. This allows for faster computations and cleaner code, as
the data manipulated in a temporary array does not clutter the final output dataset. As
soon as the data step ends, the array and its content are cleared from memory.  In
contrast, other options may suggest functionality not associated with temporary arrays.
For example, creating columns saved in the final dataset is typically the role of
permanent arrays or direct variable assignments in the data step. Automatic output of
dataset rows is managed by the data step itself, while indexing for efficient data retrieval
is a separate operation applied at the dataset level rather than within the context of a
temporary array. Thus, the correct understanding is that temporary arrays are
specifically for temporary storage and calculation within a single data step context.

4. What does the PROC PRINT procedure do in SAS?
A. Creates graphical summaries of data
B. Displays the contents of a SAS dataset
C. Generates statistical analysis reports
D. Sorts data in a specified order

The PROC PRINT procedure in SAS is specifically designed to display the contents of a
SAS dataset in a readable format. It allows users to see the data across variables and
observations, making it very useful for reviewing dataset contents and ensuring data
integrity. This procedure outputs the data in a tabular format, providing a
straightforward view that can include selected variables, observations, and custom titles
or footnotes.  The other options describe functionalities associated with different
procedures. For instance, creating graphical summaries is handled by PROC SGPLOT or
other related graphical procedures, while generating statistical analysis reports is the
domain of PROC MEANS, PROC FREQ, or PROC UNIVARIATE. Sorting datasets is
typically accomplished using PROC SORT. Each of these has a distinct purpose that does
not overlap with the fundamental role of PROC PRINT, which is primarily focused on data
display rather than manipulation or analysis.
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5. True or False: The LAG function can retrieve the previous
value of a numeric or character column.
A. True
B. False
C. Only for numeric columns
D. Only for character columns

The statement is true because the LAG function in SAS is designed to retrieve the
previous value of both numeric and character variables within a data step. When using
the LAG function, SAS creates a temporary memory of the values processed in prior
iterations of the data step. This allows it to return the last value encountered for the
specified variable, regardless of whether it is numeric or character.  The LAG function is
particularly useful in various scenarios, such as calculating differences between current
and previous values, creating time series data, and performing other analyses that
require a comparison of adjacent observations. Therefore, the capability of the LAG
function to handle both types of data makes it a versatile tool in SAS programming.

6. What is the primary role of the PRX functions in SAS?
A. To handle numerical data calculations
B. To parse and manipulate strings using complex patterns
C. To visualize data graphs
D. To filter dataset rows based on value similarities

The primary role of the PRX functions in SAS is to parse and manipulate strings using
complex patterns. These functions utilize Perl Regular Expressions, which allow for
sophisticated string matching and manipulation tasks that go beyond the capabilities of
traditional string functions. PRX functions can be employed to identify patterns, extract
specific substrings, replace text, and validate input within strings.  This functionality is
particularly useful when dealing with unstructured text data, where the ability to apply
complex string patterns is essential. By leveraging the versatility of regular expressions,
users can efficiently handle a wide variety of string operations that are often encountered
in data processing tasks.  In contrast, the other options relate to different aspects of data
manipulation or analysis. For instance, handling numerical data calculations pertains to
mathematical functions, while visualizing data graphs involves graphical procedures.
Filtering dataset rows based on value similarities relates to data selection techniques but
does not capture the extensive capabilities of string pattern manipulation provided by the
PRX functions. Thus, option B accurately reflects the specific functionality of PRX in SAS
programming.
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7. In a hash object definition, what is the role of specifying an
ordered status?
A. To enable dynamic resizing of the hash object
B. To create a sequential order for data retrieval
C. To limit the number of data entries
D. To improve memory performance

Specifying an ordered status in a hash object definition is essential for creating a
sequential order for data retrieval. When a hash object is defined as ordered, it arranges
its entries based on the order in which they are added. This allows efficient iteration over
the data in a predictable sequence, which is particularly useful when the order of
processing or output needs to be maintained.  By having an ordered hash object, you can
retrieve entries in the order they were inserted rather than relying on hash key values.
This can enhance the utility of the hash, particularly in applications where the order of
data matters, making data retrieval more straightforward and aligned with the intended
workflow.   In contrast, while other options might involve aspects of hash objects, they do
not specifically relate to the concept of ordered status, which is directly linked to
maintaining a sequence for data retrieval.

8. Which of the following is NOT a feature of PROC FEDSQL?
A. Supports ANSI SQL syntax
B. Pseudocode execution
C. Optimizes processing in the database
D. Allows complex SQL statements

PROC FEDSQL is a powerful SAS procedure that allows for the execution of SQL queries
across multiple data sources and is designed with various features that align with SQL
standards and optimize database processing.   The first feature, supporting ANSI SQL
syntax, enables users to write queries in a familiar SQL format, facilitating seamless
interaction with different databases. This adherence to standard SQL helps users
leverage their existing SQL skills without needing to learn a new syntax specific to SAS. 
The ability to optimize processing within the database is another strength of PROC
FEDSQL. By executing some operations directly on the database rather than pulling data
into SAS first, it minimizes data movement, reduces execution time, and enhances
performance. This feature is particularly beneficial when working with large datasets. 
Furthermore, PROC FEDSQL allows for the execution of complex SQL statements, which
means users can perform advanced querying, including subqueries, joins, and
aggregations, without compromising performance. This flexibility makes it easier to
obtain the necessary insights from varied and intricate data structures.  In contrast,
pseudocode execution is not a feature of PROC FEDSQL. While it might be a concept used
in algorithm design to represent code in an abstract manner, PROC FEDSQL operates
with actual SQL syntax and does not include any form of pseudocode for its execution.

Sample study guide, visit https://sasadvprogramming.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 14

SA
M

PLE



9. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of the
PICTURE statement?
A. It is applicable only in PROC FORMAT.
B. It can format date values.
C. It cannot format non-numeric values.
D. It produces templates for numeric display.

The statement correctly identifies that the PICTURE statement cannot format
non-numeric values. The PICTURE statement is primarily designed for numeric data
types, allowing users to define a range of formatting options for numbers, such as
specifying how many decimal places to display, adding characters for thousands
separators, or defining how negative numbers appear.  In contrast, the first choice
emphasizes that the PICTURE statement is specific to PROC FORMAT, which is true since
this procedure is where the statement is utilized to create custom formats. The second
choice correctly notes that it can also format date values, as numeric formats in SAS can
sometimes be applied to datetime values as well. The fourth choice highlights that the
PICTURE statement is used to create templates that define how numeric data should be
displayed, showcasing its purpose effectively.   By understanding that the PICTURE
statement is meant for numeric formatting and does not cater to non-numeric data types,
one can clearly define its limitations as a characteristic.

10. What is the function of the MERGE statement in SAS?
A. To split a dataset into multiple datasets
B. To combine datasets based on common key variables
C. To filter datasets based on conditions
D. To summarize data in tables

The MERGE statement in SAS is specifically designed to combine two or more datasets
into a single dataset based on common key variables. When using MERGE, the datasets
must be sorted by the key variables that are used to align the observations. This
statement allows for the combination of datasets in a way that each observation from the
participating datasets is matched and merged into one output dataset based on the
values of the specified key variables.   This functionality is essential when dealing with
relational data, where you may need to consolidate information from different tables that
share common identifiers. For instance, if one dataset contains customer details while
another contains order details, using the MERGE statement would allow the user to
create a comprehensive dataset that includes both customer and order information
matched by the customer ID.  Other options do not accurately describe the purpose of the
MERGE statement. Splitting datasets or filtering them involves different procedures,
such as using the DATA step with conditional statements or PROC SORT to create
different datasets. Summarizing data typically involves procedures like PROC SUMMARY
or PROC MEANS, which aggregate data rather than combine datasets together.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://sasadvprogramming.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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