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1. What is a critical safety consideration when operating a
TLB near utilities?
A. Increase the speed to finish quickly
B. Maintain awareness of surroundings and lower engine RPM
C. Avoid using the machine altogether
D. Secure the machine with cables

2. How frequently should training be refreshed for hoisting
license holders?
A. Every year
B. At least every three years, or when changes in equipment

occur
C. Every month
D. It is not required to refresh training

3. What happens to the stability of a backhoe when it is on an
uneven surface?
A. It becomes more stable
B. It can lose its balance
C. It operates with improved efficiency
D. It does not affect stability

4. What is the proper method for securing a load before
hoisting?
A. Use appropriate rigging techniques and verify all connections
B. Ensure the load is balanced
C. Inspect the load for any moving parts
D. Use tarps to cover the load

5. What does yellow paint marking by digsafe representatives
indicate?
A. Water lines
B. Gas, oil, steam, petroleum, or gaseous material
C. Electrical installations
D. Telecommunication cables
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6. True or False: The outer casing of a sealed engine helps
keep lubricating fluids in and dirt out.
A. True
B. False
C. It depends on the component
D. True, but only for hydraulics

7. What is one of the first steps in hoisting procedure?
A. Assessing site conditions and preparing the area for the lift
B. Calculating load weight and dimensions
C. Determining the type of crane to be used
D. Communicating with ground personnel

8. What does OSHA stand for?
A. Occupational Safety and Health Administration
B. Office of Safety and Health Assessment
C. Organization for Safety in Heavy Equipment
D. Operations and Safety in Hoisting Activities

9. Which method of trench preparation involves removing
more material than shoring?
A. Shoring
B. Sloping
C. Bracing
D. Reinforcement

10. What is generated when weight and motion are
combined?
A. Force
B. Energy
C. Momentum
D. Velocity
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. A
5. B
6. A
7. A
8. A
9. B
10. C
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Explanations
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1. What is a critical safety consideration when operating a
TLB near utilities?
A. Increase the speed to finish quickly
B. Maintain awareness of surroundings and lower engine RPM
C. Avoid using the machine altogether
D. Secure the machine with cables

Maintaining awareness of surroundings and lower engine RPM is crucial when operating
a Tractor Loader Backhoe (TLB) near utilities for several important safety reasons. High
engine RPM can lead to increased noise and vibration, which may cause operators to be
less aware of their surroundings, increasing the risk of accidents. By lowering the engine
RPM, operators can have better control over the machine and respond more effectively to
any potential hazards.  Additionally, being aware of the surroundings means keeping an
eye on utility markers, overhead lines, and other potential dangers. This is vital for
preventing damage to utilities, which can not only disrupt service but also pose serious
safety risks, including electric shock, explosions, or gas leaks. Awareness helps operators
manage their work zone more effectively and maintain a safe distance from utility lines. 
The other options do not support safe operational practices. For instance, increasing
speed might create an environment where the operator cannot adequately react to
sudden changes or hazards, while avoiding the use of the machine altogether is
impractical for executing necessary work tasks. Securing the machine with cables is
generally unrelated to the immediate concerns of operating near utilities unless the
machine is left unattended.

2. How frequently should training be refreshed for hoisting
license holders?
A. Every year
B. At least every three years, or when changes in equipment

occur
C. Every month
D. It is not required to refresh training

Training for hoisting license holders should be refreshed at least every three years, or
whenever there are changes in equipment. This requirement is in place to ensure that
operators remain proficient and knowledgeable about the latest safety protocols,
technological advancements, and any operational changes that may impact their job
performance.   Regular refreshment of training helps to mitigate risks associated with
equipment operation, which can be complex and hazardous. As new machinery is
developed or existing machinery is updated, operators must be familiar with these
changes to operate them safely and effectively. The three-year period provides a balance,
allowing for adequate retention of knowledge while also ensuring that operators stay
informed about new developments in the industry and any changes in regulations that
may affect their work.  Other answer choices indicate either too frequent or insufficient
training schedules, which do not address the need for ongoing competence and
awareness of changes in the work environment. Monthly training may not be practical or
necessary for maintaining skills, while indicating that training is not required at all could
lead to a dangerous lack of knowledge and preparedness among operators.
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3. What happens to the stability of a backhoe when it is on an
uneven surface?
A. It becomes more stable
B. It can lose its balance
C. It operates with improved efficiency
D. It does not affect stability

When a backhoe is situated on an uneven surface, its stability can be significantly
compromised. Uneven terrain can create an imbalance in the distribution of weight
across the machine. This can lead to a situation where one side of the backhoe is lower
than the other, increasing the likelihood of tipping over, especially when the backhoe is
in operation or when it is carrying a load.   Additionally, a backhoe relies on its
stabilizers and outriggers to maintain balance, and uneven ground can limit the
effectiveness of these features. Therefore, the stability of the machine is directly affected
by the condition of the surface it is on, highlighting the importance of conducting a site
assessment before operation. This understanding is crucial for operators to ensure safety
and prevent accidents while using the backhoe.

4. What is the proper method for securing a load before
hoisting?
A. Use appropriate rigging techniques and verify all connections
B. Ensure the load is balanced
C. Inspect the load for any moving parts
D. Use tarps to cover the load

Using appropriate rigging techniques and verifying all connections is essential for
securing a load before hoisting. This method ensures that the load is properly attached to
the hoisting equipment, minimizing the risk of failure during the lift. Proper rigging
reduces the chances of slippage or detachment, which can lead to accidents or injuries.
By verifying all connections, operators can confirm that they are secure and that the
rigging equipment, such as slings, hooks, and chains, is in good condition and rated for
the weight and type of load being lifted.   While ensuring the load is balanced and
inspecting it for moving parts are important safety practices, they do not encompass the
full scope of securing the load as effectively as proper rigging techniques do. Likewise,
using tarps to cover the load may provide protection against weather or debris, but it
does not contribute to the security of the load itself during the hoisting process.
Therefore, the most comprehensive and effective way to secure a load is through the use
of appropriate rigging techniques and verifying all connections.

9Sample study guide. Visit https://rihoistinglicense.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



5. What does yellow paint marking by digsafe representatives
indicate?
A. Water lines
B. Gas, oil, steam, petroleum, or gaseous material
C. Electrical installations
D. Telecommunication cables

Yellow paint markings by DigSafe representatives indicate the presence of gas, oil,
steam, petroleum, or gaseous materials. This system is part of the utility marking
protocols that help identify underground utility lines to prevent accidents during
excavation or digging.   When workers see yellow markings on the ground, they know
that there are potentially hazardous materials buried underground that require special
care and caution during excavation work. This serves to protect the safety of workers as
well as the integrity of the underground utilities.  Each color used by DigSafe has a
specific meaning regarding what type of utilities are indicated. For example, blue
typically indicates potable water, red represents electrical installations, and orange
denotes telecommunications. Thus, understanding that yellow signifies gas or other
petroleum-based products is crucial for maintaining safety and compliance on jobsites
where digging may occur.

6. True or False: The outer casing of a sealed engine helps
keep lubricating fluids in and dirt out.
A. True
B. False
C. It depends on the component
D. True, but only for hydraulics

The statement is true because the outer casing of a sealed engine is specifically designed
to serve as a protective barrier that retains lubricating fluids necessary for the engine's
operation while preventing contaminants, such as dirt and debris, from infiltrating the
engine. This sealing function is critical for maintaining optimal engine performance, as it
ensures that the lubricating fluids remain effective in reducing friction and wear among
moving parts. A sealed casing helps maintain the integrity and cleanliness of the engine
components, which is vital for longevity and efficiency.  While some of the other options
introduce conditions or limitations, the fundamental role of the outer casing remains
consistently protective across most engine designs, including those not limited to
hydraulic systems. Understanding this protective function underscores the importance of
maintaining the engine and its components to ensure reliable operation.
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7. What is one of the first steps in hoisting procedure?
A. Assessing site conditions and preparing the area for the lift
B. Calculating load weight and dimensions
C. Determining the type of crane to be used
D. Communicating with ground personnel

One of the first steps in a hoisting procedure is assessing site conditions and preparing
the area for the lift. This step involves evaluating the surrounding environment to ensure
it is safe and suitable for the planned lifting operation. Factors such as ground stability,
the presence of overhead obstructions, weather conditions, and the location of power
lines must be carefully considered during this assessment.   Preparing the area may also
involve clearing the workspace of unnecessary personnel or obstacles, marking safe
zones, and ensuring that the chosen location can safely support the load being lifted.
This foundational step is vital because it sets the stage for the entire hoisting operation;
a thorough site assessment helps to identify potential hazards and creates a safer
working environment. By addressing these conditions first, operators can formulate an
effective and safe lifting plan tailored to the specific situation at hand.   In this context,
while calculating load weight, determining the type of crane, and communicating with
ground personnel are also important components of the hoisting operation, they follow
the critical step of ensuring that the site is adequately prepared and safe for lifting
activities.

8. What does OSHA stand for?
A. Occupational Safety and Health Administration
B. Office of Safety and Health Assessment
C. Organization for Safety in Heavy Equipment
D. Operations and Safety in Hoisting Activities

The correct answer is "Occupational Safety and Health Administration." OSHA is a vital
agency of the United States Department of Labor that was created to ensure safe and
healthy working conditions for employees. It sets and enforces standards for
occupational safety and health, offers training, outreach, education, and assistance to
ensure workplaces are safe. Understanding what OSHA stands for is crucial for anyone
involved in industries that require hoisting operations, as adherence to OSHA standards
is required to maintain safety and regulatory compliance on job sites.   The other options
do not accurately reflect the established name or mission of the agency, which can lead
to confusion in the context of workplace safety and regulations.
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9. Which method of trench preparation involves removing
more material than shoring?
A. Shoring
B. Sloping
C. Bracing
D. Reinforcement

The method of trench preparation that involves removing more material than shoring is
sloping. Sloping entails the excavation of the trench at an angle, allowing for a natural or
designed incline of the trench walls. This method is crucial for ensuring the stability of
the trench and preventing collapses. By sloping the walls, more earth is removed
compared to simply shoring, which involves supporting the trench walls with structures
like planks or beams to prevent them from caving in. This process is typically employed
in shallow trenches, where safety risks need to be minimized while maintaining
structural integrity.  In contrast, shoring focuses on providing support to the trench
walls without requiring significant additional excavation. Bracing also serves to support
the walls but is often used in conjunction with shoring. Reinforcement may pertain to
adding strength or stability to materials but does not characterize the method of
excavation itself. Understanding these distinctions is crucial for ensuring safe practices
in trench work.

10. What is generated when weight and motion are
combined?
A. Force
B. Energy
C. Momentum
D. Velocity

The correct answer is momentum, which is defined as the product of an object's mass
(weight) and its velocity (which is related to motion). When an object is in motion, its
momentum is directly influenced by how heavy it is and how fast it is moving.  
Momentum can be mathematically expressed as:  \[ \text{Momentum (p)} = \text{mass
(m)} \times \text{velocity (v)} \]  This relationship shows that as weight (mass) increases
or if the speed (motion) increases, the momentum of that object will also increase.
Momentum is a vector quantity, meaning it has both magnitude and direction, which
further underscores that both mass and the specific direction of motion are critical to
understanding its behavior in physical situations.  Energy, while related to motion, refers
to the capacity to do work and is not generated simply from combining weight and
motion directly in the same way that momentum is.   Force, on the other hand, is the
interaction that causes an object to change its velocity, but it involves acceleration rather
than being a direct product of weight and motion. Velocity itself describes the speed and
direction of an object but does not encapsulate the combination of weight and motion in
the same way that momentum does.
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