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1. In terms of theory, which group typically favors
questionnaires?
A. Interpretivists
B. Constructivists
C. Positivists
D. Critical theorists

2. What is often a key characteristic of non-participant
observation in ethnographic research?
A. Active immersion in participant activities
B. Maintaining emotional neutrality
C. Not engaging or interacting with participants
D. Focusing on qualitative interviews

3. Which research approach is favored by interpretivists?
A. Quantitative analysis
B. Qualitative interviews
C. Structured questionnaires
D. Statistical surveys

4. What is one advantage of statistics generated from the
census?
A. They only include a small sample
B. They lack reliability
C. They are difficult to analyze
D. They are representative and generalizable

5. What is the primary aim of experiments in research
methods?
A. To gather qualitative data.
B. To establish cause and effect relationships.
C. To observe natural behaviors.
D. To enhance researcher reflexivity.
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6. Which type of ethnographic research involves the
researcher directly participating in the group while
remaining aware of their role?
A. Covert
B. Overt
C. Non-participant
D. Passive observation

7. What percentage of the population is represented by the
Crime Survey for England and Wales sample?
A. 50%
B. 75%
C. 85%
D. 98%

8. In an experiment, what is the purpose of having a control
group?
A. To measure the change in the dependent variable
B. To introduce a new variable for testing
C. To remain unchanged as a baseline for comparison
D. To account for external variability

9. Which ethical concern is commonly associated with
ethnographic research?
A. Always obtaining participant consent
B. The risk of deception and lack of consent
C. Complete transparency about research goals
D. Minimal impact on subjects' behavior

10. Which of the following best explains 'improved overall
reliability' in research?
A. The ability to produce identical findings across different

studies
B. The effectiveness of gathering data from a single source
C. The consistency of results when using varying methods
D. The simplification of research questions
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Answers
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1. C
2. C
3. B
4. D
5. B
6. B
7. D
8. C
9. B
10. C
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Explanations
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1. In terms of theory, which group typically favors
questionnaires?
A. Interpretivists
B. Constructivists
C. Positivists
D. Critical theorists

The group that typically favors questionnaires is positivists. Positivism is grounded in the
philosophy that social science should employ the same scientific methods used in the
natural sciences. Positivists seek to identify patterns and relationships through
quantifiable data, making questionnaires a suitable tool for their research goals.  By
using standardized questionnaires, researchers can collect data from a large number of
respondents in a systematic way, allowing for statistical analysis and the generation of
generalizable findings. This aligns with the positivist emphasis on objectivity, reliability,
and the ability to measure social phenomena quantitatively.  In contrast, interpretivists
focus more on understanding the subjective meanings and experiences of individuals,
which often requires qualitative methods that capture in-depth insights rather than the
structured data provided by questionnaires. Constructivists share similar qualitative
approaches, focusing on how individuals construct their social realities rather than
simply measuring predefined variables. Critical theorists, on the other hand, often
critique the research process itself and might favor methods that enable deep
engagement with social issues and power structures, which may not align with the
standardized nature of questionnaires.

2. What is often a key characteristic of non-participant
observation in ethnographic research?
A. Active immersion in participant activities
B. Maintaining emotional neutrality
C. Not engaging or interacting with participants
D. Focusing on qualitative interviews

In ethnographic research, non-participant observation is defined primarily by the
researcher's role as an observer rather than an active participant in the environment
being studied. This approach allows the researcher to document behaviors, events, and
interactions without influencing them through personal involvement. By not engaging or
interacting with participants, the researcher can capture more authentic and unbiased
data about the social dynamics and cultural practices of the group being studied. This
method is valuable because it helps maintain the integrity of the observed behaviors,
providing insights into the social world without the researcher’s presence potentially
altering the participants’ actions or responses.   The emphasis is on observing and
recording rather than becoming a part of the group’s activities, allowing for a more
objective analysis of the setting and its participants. This distinction is central to
non-participant observation, highlighting the importance of detachment in producing
credible and reliable ethnographic research findings.
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3. Which research approach is favored by interpretivists?
A. Quantitative analysis
B. Qualitative interviews
C. Structured questionnaires
D. Statistical surveys

Interpretivists favor qualitative interviews as their preferred research approach because
this method allows for a deep exploration of participants' subjective experiences,
meanings, and interpretations of their social reality. Unlike quantitative methods, which
focus on measuring and analyzing numerical data to identify patterns, qualitative
interviews prioritize understanding the context and nuances of human behavior. This
approach aligns with the interpretivist emphasis on the complexities of social phenomena
and the importance of comprehending individuals' perspectives from their own
viewpoints.  By engaging in open-ended conversations, researchers can generate rich,
descriptive data that reflect the thoughts, feelings, and motivations of the participants.
This depth of understanding is crucial for interpretivists, who seek to grasp how
individuals construct meaning and navigate their social worlds. Qualitative interviews
support the interpretivist goal of capturing the intricacies of social life, making them an
ideal fit within this research paradigm.

4. What is one advantage of statistics generated from the
census?
A. They only include a small sample
B. They lack reliability
C. They are difficult to analyze
D. They are representative and generalizable

One key advantage of statistics generated from the census is that they are representative
and generalizable. This means that the data collected reflects the characteristics of the
entire population, providing a comprehensive snapshot of demographic, social, and
economic trends. Since the census aims to gather information from all members of a
population, the results can be used to inform policy decisions, allocate government
resources, and understand societal changes over time.   Additionally, the robust size of
the census data means that it captures variation across different groups, enhancing the
accuracy and reliability of findings. In contrast, smaller samples or incomplete surveys
may introduce bias or limit the applicability of the results. Therefore, the census serves
as a reliable foundation for research and analysis, helping sociologists and other
researchers draw meaningful conclusions about the overarching patterns within society.
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5. What is the primary aim of experiments in research
methods?
A. To gather qualitative data.
B. To establish cause and effect relationships.
C. To observe natural behaviors.
D. To enhance researcher reflexivity.

The primary aim of experiments in research methods is to establish cause and effect
relationships. This is achieved by manipulating one variable (the independent variable) to
observe the effect on another variable (the dependent variable), while controlling for
other influencing factors. This method allows researchers to determine whether changes
in one variable directly result in changes in another, thus providing strong evidence for
causal links.  Through the use of control groups and random assignment, experiments
can minimize confounding factors that might obscure the true relationship between the
variables being studied. This is a powerful feature of experimental design, as it allows for
greater certainty regarding the nature of the relationship and the ability to make
predictions about outcomes based on specific interventions.  While qualitative data
gathering, observing natural behaviors, and enhancing researcher reflexivity are
important aspects of social research, they do not directly focus on establishing causal
relationships in the way that experimental methods do. Hence, these alternatives do not
capture the core purpose of what experiments are designed to achieve in the research
context.

6. Which type of ethnographic research involves the
researcher directly participating in the group while
remaining aware of their role?
A. Covert
B. Overt
C. Non-participant
D. Passive observation

The type of ethnographic research that involves the researcher directly participating in
the group while remaining aware of their role is known as overt research. In overt
ethnography, the researcher is transparent about their intentions and presence to the
group being studied. This openness allows for authentic interactions and insights since
group members are aware of the researcher's role, which helps in establishing trust and
fostering a collaborative environment.  This approach contrasts with covert research,
where the researcher conceals their identity and purpose, potentially leading to ethical
concerns and complications in data collection. Non-participant observation refers to the
researcher not engaging actively with the group, which limits the depth of understanding
that comes from direct involvement. Lastly, passive observation involves the researcher
observing without engaging or interacting, which further distances them from the
participants and the context being studied. Overt participation, on the other hand,
fosters a richer and more nuanced understanding of the group's dynamics and
experiences.
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7. What percentage of the population is represented by the
Crime Survey for England and Wales sample?
A. 50%
B. 75%
C. 85%
D. 98%

The Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) is designed to provide comprehensive
insights into crime in these regions, incorporating data from a diverse range of
individuals across various demographics. The representative sample from the survey
typically aims to include around 98% of the population, meaning it encompasses a wide
swath of the community rather than focusing narrowly on specific groups. This high
percentage is crucial as it enhances the reliability and validity of the findings by ensuring
that the data reflects the experiences and perspectives of the general population more
broadly. Given this design objective, the answer indicating that 98% of the population is
represented aligns with the methodological goal of achieving a robust and inclusive
sample for analyzing crime statistics.

8. In an experiment, what is the purpose of having a control
group?
A. To measure the change in the dependent variable
B. To introduce a new variable for testing
C. To remain unchanged as a baseline for comparison
D. To account for external variability

A control group is essential in an experiment because it serves as a baseline for
comparison, which allows researchers to determine the effect of the independent variable
on the dependent variable. By keeping the control group unchanged, researchers can
observe what happens when the independent variable is not applied, providing a
reference point against which the effects seen in the experimental group can be
measured. This helps to isolate the impact of the independent variable, eliminating
alternative explanations for any changes observed.   Having this baseline is crucial for
establishing causal relationships and ensuring the reliability of the experiment's
findings. It allows researchers to attribute any differences in outcomes directly to the
manipulation of the independent variable rather than to other uncontrolled factors.
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9. Which ethical concern is commonly associated with
ethnographic research?
A. Always obtaining participant consent
B. The risk of deception and lack of consent
C. Complete transparency about research goals
D. Minimal impact on subjects' behavior

The ethical concern commonly associated with ethnographic research is the risk of
deception and lack of consent. Ethnographic studies often involve immersive observation
and participation in the lives of the subjects being studied, sometimes without their
explicit awareness or consent. This can lead to ethical dilemmas, particularly when the
researcher’s presence may influence the behavior of participants or when sensitive
information is gathered without their full understanding of the research context.  In
ethnography, researchers might find themselves in situations where they need to balance
the integrity of the research with the ethical obligations to the subjects. The goal is to
gain deep insights into cultural practices or social interactions, but this can sometimes
lead to instances where subjects are not fully informed about how their data will be used
or even recognized as part of a study. This potential for deception or lack of explicit
consent raises significant ethical questions about privacy, autonomy, and the
responsibilities of researchers to their participants.

10. Which of the following best explains 'improved overall
reliability' in research?
A. The ability to produce identical findings across different

studies
B. The effectiveness of gathering data from a single source
C. The consistency of results when using varying methods
D. The simplification of research questions

The concept of 'improved overall reliability' in research refers to the consistency of
results when different methods are employed to assess the same phenomenon. This
implies that if a study is reliable, it should produce similar outcomes regardless of the
methodology used to gather data. This consistency enhances the trustworthiness of the
findings, indicating that the results are not dependent on specific research techniques
but rather reflect a true representation of the studied aspect or behavior.  Having
multiple methods yield similar results allows researchers to have higher confidence in
their conclusions, as it suggests that findings are robust across different contexts and
evaluation approaches. This multi-method reliability is particularly valuable in
sociological research where human behavior can be complex and context-dependent.  On
the other hand, while the ability to produce identical findings across different studies
might also contribute to reliability, it is somewhat narrower since it implies a focus on
replicability rather than the broader concept of methodological consistency. Gathering
data from a single source doesn't enhance reliability; in fact, it may limit the
understanding of a phenomenon due to lack of triangulation. Simplifying research
questions can improve clarity but doesn’t inherently enhance the reliability of the
results.
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