
Remote Control Operator
(RCO) Practice Test
(Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

This is a sample study guide. To access the full version with hundreds of
questions,



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

Sample study guide, visit https://remotecontrolop.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 6.......................................................................................
Answers 9.........................................................................................
Explanations 11................................................................................
Next Steps 17...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://remotecontrolop.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Don’t worry about getting everything right, your
goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations, and take
breaks to retain information better.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning.
7. Use Other Tools

Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital
practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.
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There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly — adapt the tips above to fit your
pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions

Sample study guide, visit https://remotecontrolop.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 6

SA
M

PLE



1. Is it allowed to wear a raincoat over the RCO vest?
A. Yes, a raincoat is acceptable
B. No, the RCO vest must always be the outermost layer
C. Only during severe weather
D. Yes, but it should be transparent

2. What should be done immediately after an emergency
brake application?
A. Adjust the throttle settings
B. Check for obstructions on the track
C. Place speed selector to stop and follow recovery steps
D. Switch to manual operation

3. Where must the primary RCO be positioned when
approaching within 200 ft of a fouling point?
A. Inside the cab of the locomotive
B. On the point and outside the cab
C. At the rear of the train
D. In a safe zone away from the tracks

4. If the secondary RCT battery dies, what action must the
primary RCO take to continue working?
A. Replace the battery immediately
B. Re-link the RCT and select "no" to link
C. Activate the backup RCT
D. Manually control the train

5. What is the importance of site surveys for Remote Control
Operators?
A. They help identify hazards and plan safe operations
B. They determine the optimal camera angles
C. They assess employee satisfaction levels
D. They evaluate potential market growth
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6. Which function is performed by the vigilance toggle?
A. Stops the locomotive
B. Releases the brakes
C. Activates the alarm
D. Resets the system

7. What is the first feature the operator tests when setting up
a locomotive for remote operation?
A. The remote control module
B. The emergency stop circuit
C. The tilt feature
D. The speed control mechanism

8. What license is required to work as a Remote Control
Operator (RCO)?
A. A Class 6 license
B. A Class 7 license while working with a qualified Class 6

operator
C. A Class 5 license
D. A Class 4 license

9. What are the first steps to recover an emergency brake
application?
A. Move speed selector to stop and toggle the emergency brake
B. Place speed selector to stop and press the brake release
C. Place speed selector to stop and move independent brake

override lever to emergency
D. Move speed selector to emergency and press the vigilance

toggle

10. When setup for two RCT operation, which RCT can accept
an emergency stop command?
A. Only the primary RCT
B. Only the secondary RCT
C. Either the primary or the secondary RCT
D. Neither RCT
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. B
4. B
5. A
6. B
7. C
8. A
9. C
10. C
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Explanations
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1. Is it allowed to wear a raincoat over the RCO vest?
A. Yes, a raincoat is acceptable
B. No, the RCO vest must always be the outermost layer
C. Only during severe weather
D. Yes, but it should be transparent

The requirement for the RCO vest to be the outermost layer is crucial for several reasons.
The RCO vest is designed to be highly visible and to provide specific identification for
remote control operators, especially in environments where safety and clarity of roles are
paramount. Wearing a raincoat over the vest could obscure this visibility, making it
difficult for others to identify the operator quickly in a potentially hazardous situation. 
Maintaining the RCO vest as the outermost layer ensures that the necessary
identification standards are met consistently, allowing for effective communication and
safety protocols to be maintained. This policy emphasizes the importance of clear
visibility of the RCO and adherence to safety regulations during operational procedures,
which may include working near moving machinery or other high-risk scenarios.

2. What should be done immediately after an emergency
brake application?
A. Adjust the throttle settings
B. Check for obstructions on the track
C. Place speed selector to stop and follow recovery steps
D. Switch to manual operation

After an emergency brake application, placing the speed selector to stop and following
the recovery steps is the critical action that must be taken. This ensures that the system
is safely brought to a complete halt, which is essential in an emergency situation.  
Following the application of the emergency brake, it is necessary to assess the situation
and take appropriate recovery steps to ensure the safety of the operation and any
personnel involved. By stopping the machine or vehicle entirely, the operator can then
further evaluate any hazards, assess the condition of the equipment, and determine
whether it is safe to proceed or if additional actions must be taken.  Engaging the speed
selector to stop prevents any unintended movement and allows for an orderly and
informed response to the emergency. This methodical approach is crucial for maintaining
safety protocols and is a standard procedure in remote control operations.   In contrast,
adjusting throttle settings, checking for obstructions on the track, or switching to
manual operation may introduce additional risk in the context of an emergency scenario
and should not be prioritized until the system is secured and stable.
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3. Where must the primary RCO be positioned when
approaching within 200 ft of a fouling point?
A. Inside the cab of the locomotive
B. On the point and outside the cab
C. At the rear of the train
D. In a safe zone away from the tracks

The primary Remote Control Operator (RCO) must be positioned on the point and outside
the cab when approaching within 200 feet of a fouling point to ensure optimal visibility
and control over the operation. This positioning allows the operator to maintain a clear
line of sight to observe the surrounding area more effectively, which is crucial for safely
navigating any potential obstructions or situation changes.   Being outside the cab
provides the RCO with the opportunity to react quickly to unexpected obstacles or
hazards in the environment. This is critical for ensuring that the train does not
inadvertently trespass into areas where it should not be and to ensure the safety of
workers and equipment.   Positioning inside the cab may limit visibility and the ability to
respond promptly to changing conditions, while being at the rear of the train does not
provide the necessary situational awareness needed close to a fouling point. Remaining
in a safe zone away from the tracks, while potentially protective, does not allow the RCO
to effectively monitor the train's approach to hazards or obstacles. Hence, being on the
point and outside the cab is the best choice for both operational effectiveness and safety.

4. If the secondary RCT battery dies, what action must the
primary RCO take to continue working?
A. Replace the battery immediately
B. Re-link the RCT and select "no" to link
C. Activate the backup RCT
D. Manually control the train

When the secondary Remote Control Tablet (RCT) battery dies, the primary RCO can take
immediate action to ensure continued operation by re-linking the RCT and selecting "no"
to link. This process allows the primary RCO to gain control over the system using the
existing RCT setup without needing to replace batteries or activate backups. Re-linking
effectively refreshes the connection and may allow the operator to circumvent any issues
caused by the dead battery in the secondary controller.  The choice to manually control
the train or activate a backup RCT, while possible alternatives, may introduce
unnecessary complexity or delay in regaining control. Similarly, replacing the battery
might not be the most efficient first step, as it requires time and may not be immediately
feasible in a fast-paced operational environment. Thus, the action of re-linking the RCT
is the most direct and effective method to continue work until a more permanent solution
can be addressed.

Sample study guide, visit https://remotecontrolop.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 13

SA
M

PLE



5. What is the importance of site surveys for Remote Control
Operators?
A. They help identify hazards and plan safe operations
B. They determine the optimal camera angles
C. They assess employee satisfaction levels
D. They evaluate potential market growth

Site surveys are essential for remote control operators because they play a critical role in
ensuring safety and operational efficiency. By conducting a thorough site survey,
operators can identify potential hazards present in the area where the operations will
take place. This includes recognizing obstacles, assessing environmental conditions, and
understanding the layout of the site.   The information gathered during a site survey
allows operators to develop a comprehensive plan to mitigate risks and maintain safety
protocols, ultimately leading to safer operations. It enables them to anticipate challenges
and take necessary precautions, ensuring both personnel and equipment are secure
during the operation.   While determining optimal camera angles is important for image
quality, assessing employee satisfaction levels is not relevant to operational safety, and
evaluating market growth does not directly impact the immediate safety and
effectiveness required for remote operations. Therefore, the primary importance of site
surveys lies in their role in identifying hazards and planning safe operations.

6. Which function is performed by the vigilance toggle?
A. Stops the locomotive
B. Releases the brakes
C. Activates the alarm
D. Resets the system

The vigilance toggle serves a specific function in the operation of a remote control
locomotive, primarily related to maintaining safe operational protocols. When activated
properly, it ensures that the operator is actively engaged and aware of their
surroundings. If the operator does not respond to the system's prompts or alerts, the
vigilance toggle is crucial in stopping locomotive operations. While the selected answer
indicates the release of brakes, the correct function encompasses more of a broader
operational consideration.  Typically, activating the vigilance toggle will indeed allow the
system to track and ensure that the operator is vigilant and ready to take over
operations. Failing to respond could ultimately lead to stopping functions for safety.
Therefore, understanding its role in the context of affirming operator engagement is
essential within the remote control operation system.  Other options related to stopping
the locomotive, activating alarms, or resetting systems highlight functions that may
occur due to the failure of vigilance but are not the primary purpose of the toggle itself.
Focusing on its design ensures safety through operator engagement rather than directly
manipulating locomotive operations in a basic sense.
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7. What is the first feature the operator tests when setting up
a locomotive for remote operation?
A. The remote control module
B. The emergency stop circuit
C. The tilt feature
D. The speed control mechanism

In the context of setting up a locomotive for remote operation, the first feature that an
operator typically tests is the emergency stop circuit. This is crucial as it ensures that the
operator can immediately stop the locomotive in any emergency situation, thereby
preventing accidents and ensuring safety.   The emergency stop circuit serves as a
fail-safe mechanism, allowing for the immediate cessation of operations if necessary.
Testing this feature first prioritizes safety, which is paramount in any remote operation
scenario.   While other features like the remote control module, tilt feature, and speed
control mechanism are certainly important and will be tested, they do not take
precedence over confirming that the emergency stop circuit operates effectively. This
foundational safety measure is critical in protecting both personnel and equipment
during remote operations.

8. What license is required to work as a Remote Control
Operator (RCO)?
A. A Class 6 license
B. A Class 7 license while working with a qualified Class 6

operator
C. A Class 5 license
D. A Class 4 license

To work as a Remote Control Operator (RCO), a Class 6 license is necessary because this
certification typically indicates that the individual has met the requirements to operate
specific types of equipment, including those used in remote control operations. The Class
6 license often encompasses the skills and knowledge required for safely controlling
machinery that may operate remotely, ensuring that the operator understands both the
technical and safety aspects involved in the process.  The requirements for other license
classes, such as a Class 5, which commonly pertains to personal vehicle operation, or
Class 4, which might cover different types of service vehicles, do not specifically align
with the specialized training and operational authority needed for remote control tasks.
Meanwhile, a Class 7 license, which is often a learner's permit allowing operation under
supervision, does not grant full operational authority, which is essential for the
independent responsibilities involved in remote control operations.
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9. What are the first steps to recover an emergency brake
application?
A. Move speed selector to stop and toggle the emergency brake
B. Place speed selector to stop and press the brake release
C. Place speed selector to stop and move independent brake

override lever to emergency
D. Move speed selector to emergency and press the vigilance

toggle
The correct approach to recover from an emergency brake application is to place the
speed selector to stop and move the independent brake override lever to emergency. This
response effectively addresses the immediate need to regain control of the vehicle after
an emergency situation has prompted a brake application.   By placing the speed selector
in the stop position, you prevent any further unwanted movement of the system.
Following this, engaging the independent brake override lever to emergency allows the
operator to override the existing braking system, enabling a more controlled recovery
process. This step ensures that the brakes are applied in a manner that can stabilize the
vehicle and prepare it for a return to safe operation.  In this context, other choices might
not provide the same level of control or could further complicate the recovery process.
For instance, toggling the emergency brake or pressing the brake release might not
address the core issue as effectively, potentially leaving the vehicle in an unstable state
or not effectively resolving the emergency braking situation.

10. When setup for two RCT operation, which RCT can accept
an emergency stop command?
A. Only the primary RCT
B. Only the secondary RCT
C. Either the primary or the secondary RCT
D. Neither RCT

In a two RCT (Remote Control Transmitter) operation setup, both the primary and the
secondary RCTs are designed to accept an emergency stop command as a critical safety
feature. This functionality ensures that no matter which RCT is operational at any given
moment, control can be effectively handed over between both devices, allowing for
immediate cessation of operations if necessary. This redundancy is vital in maintaining
safety and preventing accidents in environments where remote control of machinery or
operations occurs.  The capability for either RCT to process an emergency stop command
enhances operational flexibility and reliability. If one RCT were to fail or become
unresponsive, the other RCT would still possess the ability to execute an emergency stop,
thereby protecting personnel and equipment from unintended actions. This system
design underscores the importance of safety in remote operations, supporting the notion
that both RCTs should be equally equipped to handle critical commands, regardless of
their designated role at any moment.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://remotecontrolop.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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