
Qualified Water Efficient
Landscaper (QWEL)
Practice Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://waterefficientlandscaperqwel.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://waterefficientlandscaperqwel.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 16...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://waterefficientlandscaperqwel.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What is the formula for calculating the landscape water
budget?
A. ETo x PF x LA x 0.62
B. ETo + PF + LA + 0.62
C. ETo / PF - LA
D. ETo x 0.62 / (PF + LA)

2. What is the difference between Gross and Net Precipitation
Rate?
A. Gross PR measures only effective water applied
B. Net PR measures total water flow
C. Gross PR measures total hydrozone flow, while Net PR

measures effectively applied water
D. Net PR is always lower than Gross PR

3. What is one of the purposes of mulches in landscaping?
A. To reduce air quality
B. To enhance soil erosion
C. To maintain soil moisture
D. To promote weed growth

4. What is one of the main decisions a manager must make
when developing an irrigation schedule for a conventional
controller?
A. Number of employees needed
B. Duration of zone irrigation
C. Type of soil used
D. Color of the plants

5. What is the primary purpose of an irrigation system audit?
A. To reduce water usage
B. To assess the effectiveness of the irrigation system and

suggest improvements
C. To evaluate the effectiveness of landscaping
D. To determine the type of plants used in a landscape
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6. Which is NOT a factor that can affect Distribution
Uniformity?
A. Water pressure adjustments
B. Matching different head types in the same zone
C. Regular equipment maintenance
D. Clogged heads or nozzles

7. What flow rate does microspray typically provide?
A. 0 - 20 GPH
B. 0 - 30 GPH
C. 30 - 60 GPH
D. 15 - 45 GPH

8. Plant factors (PF) are expressed as a percentage of which
water component?
A. Soil Moisture
B. Precipitation
C. Evapotranspiration (ETo)
D. Groundwater Levels

9. True or False: A smaller pipe diameter results in greater
friction loss.
A. True
B. False
C. Only in certain conditions
D. It depends on the water temperature

10. What is a primary concern of soil compaction?
A. Increased Water Holding Capacity
B. Slower Infiltration Rate
C. Enhanced Oxygen Levels
D. Less Organic Matter
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Answers
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1. A
2. C
3. C
4. B
5. B
6. C
7. B
8. C
9. A
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What is the formula for calculating the landscape water
budget?
A. ETo x PF x LA x 0.62
B. ETo + PF + LA + 0.62
C. ETo / PF - LA
D. ETo x 0.62 / (PF + LA)

The formula for calculating the landscape water budget incorporates key factors to
assess how much water is needed for landscaping efficiently. The correct formula, ETo x
PF x LA x 0.62, breaks down as follows:  - **ETo (Reference Evapotranspiration):** This
represents the amount of water that would evaporate and transpire from a reference
crop, like grass, under ideal conditions. It's a crucial baseline for understanding climate
conditions and assessing how much water plants in a landscape might require.  - **PF
(Plant Factor):** This coefficient reflects the type of plants and their water needs relative
to the reference crop. Different plants have varying drought tolerances and water
requirements, and the plant factor helps to appropriately adjust the baseline water
requirement calculated from ETo.  - **LA (Landscape Area):** This value indicates the
size of the landscaped area in question. More substantial areas will typically require
more water, so incorporating the area into the calculation helps achieve an accurate
estimate.  - The factor of **0.62** converts the total water requirement from gallons to
inches, ensuring compatibility with other measurements commonly used in landscaping. 
By multiplying these components together, the formula gives a reliable estimate of the
necessary water for maintaining a given landscape area efficiently, thus

2. What is the difference between Gross and Net Precipitation
Rate?
A. Gross PR measures only effective water applied
B. Net PR measures total water flow
C. Gross PR measures total hydrozone flow, while Net PR

measures effectively applied water
D. Net PR is always lower than Gross PR

The distinction between Gross and Net Precipitation Rate is essential for understanding
irrigation effectiveness and water management in landscaping. Gross Precipitation Rate
(Gross PR) refers to the total amount of water that is applied to the landscape, including
all losses that occur during the irrigation process, such as evaporation, wind drift, and
runoff. In essence, it measures the entire volume of water delivered by the irrigation
system, irrespective of how much of that water actually benefits the plants.  In contrast,
Net Precipitation Rate (Net PR) focuses on the amount of water that is effectively utilized
by plants after accounting for those losses. This means that Net PR reflects only the
water that reaches the root zone and is available for plant uptake, which is crucial for
assessing irrigation efficiency.  Thus, the correct choice highlights that Gross PR
encompasses the total flow from the irrigation system, while Net PR specifically targets
the volume of water that is effectively applied for the benefit of the landscape. This
understanding is critical for landscape management and optimizing water usage, which
is particularly vital in water-efficient landscaping practices.

Sample study guide, visit https://waterefficientlandscaperqwel.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 11

SA
M

PLE



3. What is one of the purposes of mulches in landscaping?
A. To reduce air quality
B. To enhance soil erosion
C. To maintain soil moisture
D. To promote weed growth

One of the primary purposes of mulches in landscaping is to maintain soil moisture. This
is achieved by acting as a barrier that reduces evaporation from the soil surface. When
mulch is applied, it creates a protective layer that helps keep the soil cooler and retain
water, which is crucial for plant health, especially in dry conditions. By conserving
moisture, mulches can support plant growth and reduce the need for frequent irrigation,
making them an important element in water-efficient landscaping practices.   In this
context, the other options do not align with the beneficial roles that mulches play. For
instance, reducing air quality and promoting weed growth would be contrary to the main
purposes of mulching in a landscape design focused on health and efficiency.
Additionally, enhancing soil erosion contradicts the function of mulch, as mulches are
actually used to protect soil from erosion caused by water and wind by keeping soil
particles in place.

4. What is one of the main decisions a manager must make
when developing an irrigation schedule for a conventional
controller?
A. Number of employees needed
B. Duration of zone irrigation
C. Type of soil used
D. Color of the plants

When developing an irrigation schedule for a conventional controller, one of the main
decisions a manager must make is the duration of zone irrigation. This decision directly
impacts how much water is delivered to specific areas of the landscape, ensuring that
plants receive the appropriate amount of moisture to thrive. Adjusting the duration
allows the manager to respond to factors such as the water needs of different plants, the
rate of evaporation, and the efficiency of the irrigation system.   While factors like the
type of soil can influence water retention and drainage, and considerations about
employees or plant colors may be important for other aspects of landscape management,
they do not directly affect the scheduling of water application as significantly as
determining the duration of irrigation. Thus, focusing on the duration ensures that
watering practices align with water efficiency principles and the specific needs of the
landscape.
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5. What is the primary purpose of an irrigation system audit?
A. To reduce water usage
B. To assess the effectiveness of the irrigation system and

suggest improvements
C. To evaluate the effectiveness of landscaping
D. To determine the type of plants used in a landscape

The primary purpose of an irrigation system audit is to assess the effectiveness of the
irrigation system and suggest improvements. This process involves a thorough evaluation
of how well the current system is performing in terms of water distribution, efficiency,
and coverage. By conducting an audit, one can identify areas where the system may be
underperforming, such as uneven water application or excessive runoff, and determine
the necessary adjustments or upgrades needed to optimize water usage.   This not only
enhances the overall efficiency of the irrigation system but also contributes to better
plant health and landscape sustainability. The insights gained from an audit can lead to
recommendations that minimize water waste and improve the performance of the
irrigation system, ultimately promoting more responsible water management practices.  
While reducing water usage is a significant benefit of conducting an audit, the core
function focuses on the performance assessment and subsequent recommendations for
improvements, making that the primary objective of the audit. Evaluating the
effectiveness of landscaping or determining plant types may be complementary activities
but they are not the main focus of an irrigation system audit.

6. Which is NOT a factor that can affect Distribution
Uniformity?
A. Water pressure adjustments
B. Matching different head types in the same zone
C. Regular equipment maintenance
D. Clogged heads or nozzles

Distribution Uniformity (DU) refers to the consistent application of water across a
landscape, ensuring that all areas receive the appropriate amount of irrigation. Various
factors can significantly influence this uniformity, leading to dry spots or overwatered
areas.  Regular equipment maintenance is critical for overall irrigation efficiency. It
helps prevent issues such as leaks, broken components, and degraded performance.
While maintenance ensures that the irrigation system operates as intended, it does not
directly affect the Distribution Uniformity itself. In contrast, issues like water pressure
adjustments, mismatched head types, and clogging in heads or nozzles have a direct and
measurable impact on how well water is distributed across a landscape. Adjusting water
pressure can change the spray patterns, mismatched heads might lead to uneven
coverage, and clogs can exacerbate these problems, leading to poor uniformity. 
Therefore, regular maintenance operates more as a preventive measure to keep the
system functioning rather than a direct factor that affects Distribution Uniformity.
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7. What flow rate does microspray typically provide?
A. 0 - 20 GPH
B. 0 - 30 GPH
C. 30 - 60 GPH
D. 15 - 45 GPH

Microspray irrigation systems are designed to deliver a low flow rate, which is ideal for
efficient watering of smaller areas, such as landscape beds or gardens. Typically,
microspray systems operate within the range of 0 to 30 gallons per hour (GPH). This flow
rate allows for a gentle application of water, minimizing runoff and evaporation while
ensuring that plants receive adequate moisture.   The range provided by the correct
answer aligns well with the purpose of microspray systems to conserve water while
meeting the needs of various types of vegetation. By delivering water at this rate,
microspray systems enhance water efficiency and encourage healthier plant growth
without over-saturating the soil.

8. Plant factors (PF) are expressed as a percentage of which
water component?
A. Soil Moisture
B. Precipitation
C. Evapotranspiration (ETo)
D. Groundwater Levels

Plant factors (PF) are specifically expressed as a percentage of potential
evapotranspiration, more commonly referred to as evapotranspiration (ETo). This metric
represents the amount of water that would be evaporated and transpired by plants if
sufficient water were available in the soil. Understanding PF in relation to ETo allows
landscape professionals to make informed decisions about irrigation practices, ensuring
that water is applied efficiently to meet the plants' needs without excessive runoff or
waste.  Using ETo as a baseline is critical because it accounts for variables such as
temperature, humidity, wind speed, and solar radiation, which all influence the rate of
water loss from the landscape. By determining how much water a specific plant type
requires in relation to ETo, landscapers can establish appropriate irrigation schedules
and optimize water use in their designs.   In contrast, the other options, such as soil
moisture, precipitation, and groundwater levels, while important components of the
water cycle and local hydrology, do not serve as the primary benchmark for the
expression of plant factors. They play supporting roles in overall water management and
plant health but are not the standard against which plant water needs are quantified in
the context of PF.
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9. True or False: A smaller pipe diameter results in greater
friction loss.
A. True
B. False
C. Only in certain conditions
D. It depends on the water temperature

A smaller pipe diameter indeed leads to greater friction loss in the context of fluid
dynamics. This phenomenon occurs because friction loss is influenced by the surface
area in contact with the fluid as it flows through the pipe. In narrower pipes, the fluid
has less space to move, which increases the velocity of the fluid but also increases the
resistance against the walls of the pipe. This resistance manifests as friction loss, which
can cause pressure drops in the system.  Additionally, when water, or any fluid, flows
through a pipe, it experiences turbulence, especially at smaller diameters. This
turbulence contributes further to the friction losses, as the inner surface of the pipe and
the fluid interact more aggressively than they would in a larger pipe.  Considering other
aspects, while factors like the length of the pipe, the roughness of the interior surface,
and the flow rate also impact friction loss, the fundamental principle remains that a
decrease in pipe diameter generally leads to an increase in friction loss. Therefore, the
statement is true.

10. What is a primary concern of soil compaction?
A. Increased Water Holding Capacity
B. Slower Infiltration Rate
C. Enhanced Oxygen Levels
D. Less Organic Matter

The primary concern of soil compaction is that it leads to a slower infiltration rate. When
soil is compacted, the particles are pressed tightly together, reducing the spaces between
them. This creates a denser medium that water cannot easily penetrate. As a result,
water tends to run off the surface rather than soaking into the soil. This slower
infiltration can lead to various issues, including increased erosion, reduced water
availability for plants, and poor drainage, which can ultimately affect plant health and
landscape sustainability.   While other aspects like decreased oxygen levels and organic
matter might be relevant considerations in a broader context, the direct impact on the
rate at which water can move into the soil is central to understanding the problems
caused by compaction. It is essential to emphasize the significance of infiltration in
water-efficient landscaping practices since it directly affects irrigation needs and overall
plant health.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://waterefficientlandscaperqwel.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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