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1. In maintaining windows, doors, and frames, what is an
additional requirement besides keeping them in good repair?
A. Painted regularly
B. Weather tight
C. Equipped with screens
D. Regularly checked for drafts

2. What is a main objective of building codes?
A. To promote aesthetic choices
B. To ensure safety and health standards in buildings
C. To maximize property taxes
D. To minimize construction costs

3. What should be done to a property that fails to address
excessive weed growth, including hazardous plants?
A. Notify the local authorities
B. Issue a corrective notice to the owner
C. Ignore it until the next inspection
D. Offer landscaping services

4. What is the difference between a residential and a
commercial property inspection?
A. Residential focuses on residential homes; commercial

addresses larger properties
B. Residential inspections are more thorough than commercial

inspections
C. Commercial inspections are only for offices
D. There is no difference; both serve the same purpose

5. What type of survey shows all utilities on the property and
is necessary for plan review?
A. Site plan
B. Survey plan
C. Blueprint
D. Plot plan

3Sample study guide. Visit https://propertymaintenanceandhousinginspector.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



6. Which of the following is not classified as a type of
covenant?
A. Positive
B. Restrictive
C. Affirmative
D. Conditional

7. Which of the following practices is essential for the safety
of gas appliances?
A. Regular decorative updates
B. Routine inspections and proper shutoff placement
C. Unrestricted access to all rooms
D. None of the above

8. What is the requirement for lighting in common areas of
an apartment building based on the spacing of light fixtures?
A. The fixtures must exceed 30 feet
B. The fixtures must be at least 10 feet apart
C. Spacing should not exceed 30 feet
D. Only LED fixtures are allowed

9. Why should a property inspector be familiar with zoning
laws?
A. To safeguard their personal interests
B. To ensure that properties comply with land use regulations
C. To protect home values
D. To provide aesthetic recommendations

10. During a property inspection, inspectors may need to
assess which of the following systems?
A. Only the electrical system
B. Only the plumbing system
C. All critical building systems including electrical, plumbing,

and HVAC
D. Only the cosmetic features of the property
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. A
5. D
6. A
7. B
8. C
9. B
10. C
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Explanations
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1. In maintaining windows, doors, and frames, what is an
additional requirement besides keeping them in good repair?
A. Painted regularly
B. Weather tight
C. Equipped with screens
D. Regularly checked for drafts

The requirement for windows, doors, and frames to be weather tight is essential for
effective property maintenance. When these elements are weather tight, they prevent air
and moisture from penetrating the building, enhancing energy efficiency and protecting
the interior from water damage. A weather-tight condition helps maintain comfortable
indoor temperatures and reduces the workload on heating and cooling systems,
ultimately leading to cost savings on energy bills.  While the other options may
contribute to overall maintenance or comfort, they are not explicitly as critical as
ensuring that windows, doors, and frames maintain a seal against outside elements. For
example, while regular painting can help protect surfaces and maintain aesthetics, it is
not a strict requirement in terms of functionality. Equipped screens are beneficial for
ventilation and pest control but are not mandatory for structural integrity. Regular
checks for drafts are good practice for identifying areas needing repairs or
weatherproofing but still fall under the broader umbrella of ensuring that these
components are weather tight to begin with. Thus, the emphasis on weather tightness
underscores its importance in safeguarding the building's integrity and occupant
comfort.

2. What is a main objective of building codes?
A. To promote aesthetic choices
B. To ensure safety and health standards in buildings
C. To maximize property taxes
D. To minimize construction costs

The primary objective of building codes is to ensure safety and health standards in
buildings. Building codes are established regulations that provide guidelines on the
construction and modification of structures to protect the health, safety, and welfare of
the public. They include requirements for structural integrity, fire safety, sanitation, and
accessibility, among other aspects.  By adhering to these codes, builders and property
owners help minimize hazards associated with building failures, such as collapsing
structures or inadequate ventilation. This focus on safety and health serves to protect
occupants and the broader community, making it a foundational goal of building
regulations.   Promoting aesthetic choices, maximizing property taxes, or minimizing
construction costs are not the primary focuses of building codes. While these factors can
be influenced by construction practices, they do not align with the fundamental purpose
of ensuring that buildings are safe and conducive to health for their occupants.
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3. What should be done to a property that fails to address
excessive weed growth, including hazardous plants?
A. Notify the local authorities
B. Issue a corrective notice to the owner
C. Ignore it until the next inspection
D. Offer landscaping services

Issuing a corrective notice to the owner is the appropriate action to take when a property
fails to address excessive weed growth, including hazardous plants. This step serves as an
official communication to the property owner detailing the specific non-compliance
issue, which in this case involves the threat posed by uncontrolled or hazardous plant
growth.   The purpose of a corrective notice is to ensure that the property owner is made
fully aware of the problem and the potential risks it may pose to the property itself,
neighboring properties, or the community at large. It typically provides a timeframe in
which the owner must take action to rectify the situation, preventing further
deterioration of the property and addressing public safety concerns related to invasive or
harmful plants.  Appropriate management of landscaping and vegetation is essential in
property maintenance practices, as dense weed growth can lead to various issues such as
attracting pests, obstructing views, and even presenting fire hazards. The corrective
notice acts as a formal reminder and a necessary step in local codes and regulations that
govern property upkeep.   Taking no action, like ignoring the issue until the next
inspection, would perpetuate the problem and could lead to increased risks and fines.
Notifying local authorities might bring attention to the issue, but it does not directly
involve taking steps to have the problem

4. What is the difference between a residential and a
commercial property inspection?
A. Residential focuses on residential homes; commercial

addresses larger properties
B. Residential inspections are more thorough than commercial

inspections
C. Commercial inspections are only for offices
D. There is no difference; both serve the same purpose

The distinction between residential and commercial property inspections primarily
revolves around the type of properties being assessed and the specific aspects that each
inspection focuses on.   Residential inspections are conducted on homes, which can
include single-family houses, condominiums, townhouses, and multi-family dwellings.
The inspection covers aspects like the condition of the roof, plumbing, electrical systems,
HVAC, and overall structural integrity, ensuring that the property is safe and habitable
for families.   On the other hand, commercial property inspections deal with larger
properties, which can include office buildings, retail spaces, industrial facilities, and
multi-unit residential buildings. These inspections typically focus on different criteria,
such as zoning regulations, compliance with building codes, and considerations for
multiple tenants, as well as broader safety issues and structural evaluations that may not
apply to standard residential inspections.  This differentiation highlights the distinct
focus and requirements inherent in each type of inspection, making option A the most
accurate description of the difference between residential and commercial inspections.
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5. What type of survey shows all utilities on the property and
is necessary for plan review?
A. Site plan
B. Survey plan
C. Blueprint
D. Plot plan

A plot plan is crucial in property maintenance and housing inspections because it
effectively illustrates the boundaries of a property and its relationship to surrounding
features including all utilities present on the site. It typically includes elements such as
building locations, driveways, sidewalks, and landscaping, as well as utility lines such as
water, gas, electricity, and sewer connections. This level of detail is necessary for plan
review, allowing inspectors and developers to assess how the utilities interact with the
proposed construction or modifications, ensuring compliance with codes and regulations.
The information provided by a plot plan is essential during the planning stages of a
project, particularly to avoid conflicts with existing utilities or infrastructure. Not only
does it assist in ensuring the efficient organization of space on the property, but it also
plays a critical role in the permitting and inspection processes. Having a comprehensive
view of all utilities allows for better planning and can prevent costly mistakes during
construction.

6. Which of the following is not classified as a type of
covenant?
A. Positive
B. Restrictive
C. Affirmative
D. Conditional

The correct answer identifies that "positive" is not typically classified as a type of
covenant in property law.   In real estate, covenants are formal agreements or promises
that dictate certain behaviors regarding the use of property. The most commonly
recognized types of covenants include restrictive covenants, which limit what an owner
can do with their property (like prohibiting certain types of buildings or uses), and
affirmative covenants, which require property owners to perform specific actions (such as
maintaining a shared driveway). Conditional covenants establish conditions under which
certain rights might be exercised or become null based on specific happenings.  The term
"positive" can sometimes be informally associated with affirmative, but it is not a
standard classification of covenants in legal terminology. This distinction helps clarify
and specify the functions of different types of covenants that govern property use and
obligations, making it clear that "positive" does not hold a specific definition in this
context.
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7. Which of the following practices is essential for the safety
of gas appliances?
A. Regular decorative updates
B. Routine inspections and proper shutoff placement
C. Unrestricted access to all rooms
D. None of the above

Routine inspections and proper shutoff placement are vital for the safety of gas
appliances because they help ensure that these appliances are functioning correctly and
safely. Regular inspections can identify any potential issues such as gas leaks, faulty
connections, or malfunctioning components before they pose serious risks, such as fires
or explosions.   Moreover, having a proper shutoff valve that is easily accessible allows
for quick response in case of emergency situations, enabling individuals to promptly turn
off the gas supply to prevent further danger. This proactive approach to maintenance not
only ensures the appliances operate efficiently but also safeguards the inhabitants by
minimizing the risk of hazardous incidents associated with gas appliances.   The other
options do not focus on the critical safety measures associated with gas appliances,
making them less relevant in this context.

8. What is the requirement for lighting in common areas of
an apartment building based on the spacing of light fixtures?
A. The fixtures must exceed 30 feet
B. The fixtures must be at least 10 feet apart
C. Spacing should not exceed 30 feet
D. Only LED fixtures are allowed

The requirement for lighting in common areas of an apartment building is that the
spacing of light fixtures should not exceed 30 feet. This guideline ensures that there is
adequate illumination throughout the area, promoting safety and visibility for residents
and visitors. Proper lighting prevents dark spots or areas with insufficient illumination,
which could lead to accidents or security concerns.  Meeting this spacing requirement
helps ensure a consistent level of light coverage, making sure that all parts of the
common area are well-lit. This principle aligns with building codes and safety standards
that aim to create a comfortable and secure living environment in multi-unit dwellings.
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9. Why should a property inspector be familiar with zoning
laws?
A. To safeguard their personal interests
B. To ensure that properties comply with land use regulations
C. To protect home values
D. To provide aesthetic recommendations

A property inspector should be familiar with zoning laws primarily to ensure that
properties comply with land use regulations. Zoning laws dictate how land can be used in
specific areas, which includes restrictions on the types of structures that can be built, the
purposes for which properties can be used, and guidelines related to setbacks, density,
and height of buildings. Knowledge of these regulations is crucial during the inspection
process because it allows the inspector to identify any potential violations that could lead
to legal issues for property owners or future buyers. Understanding these laws helps
reinforce the integrity of the property and protects the interests of stakeholders involved
in property transactions.   While protecting personal interests, home values, or providing
aesthetic recommendations may be ancillary benefits of understanding zoning laws, they
are not the primary reasons why familiarity with such regulations is essential for a
property inspector. The focus on compliance ensures that inspections are thorough and
legally sound, ultimately facilitating a smoother transaction process and maintaining
community standards.

10. During a property inspection, inspectors may need to
assess which of the following systems?
A. Only the electrical system
B. Only the plumbing system
C. All critical building systems including electrical, plumbing,

and HVAC
D. Only the cosmetic features of the property

Inspectors are responsible for conducting comprehensive evaluations that encompass all
essential systems within a property. This includes the electrical system, which ensures
safety and functionality regarding power distribution; the plumbing system, which is
critical for water supply and waste management; and the HVAC system, responsible for
heating, ventilation, and air conditioning.   A thorough inspection involves checking
these systems because they are integral to the property's overall safety, habitability, and
efficiency. By evaluating each of these critical building systems, inspectors can identify
potential issues that could affect the property’s value, functionality, and the health and
safety of its occupants. Focusing solely on one system or only cosmetic features would
provide an incomplete picture, which could lead to significant problems being
overlooked. A holistic inspection approach is crucial in property maintenance and in
ensuring the integrity of the building as a whole.
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