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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Where does planning services fall in the architectural service categories?
A. Regular Services
B. Special Services
C. Design and Planning Services
D. Bidding or Negotiation Phase

2. What crucial responsibility does the Architect have during the Construction
Phase?
A. Conducting site evaluations
B. Performing detailed design work
C. Ensuring adherence to construction documents
D. Identifying property lines

3. What was the issue with Arch. John's drawing submissions in the
Philippines?
A. The drawings did not meet building standards
B. The drawings were incomplete
C. John's firm was not registered with DTI/SEC
D. John is not allowed to practice Architecture in the Philippines

4. What suggestion could the architect make to the owners to help reduce
their expenses?
A. Negotiate and cut the cost of the project
B. Provide a bare finish for the project
C. Buy house and lot instead
D. Not applicable

5. After the Owner agrees to the Architect's Plans/Drawings, what is the next
logical step?
A. Bidding
B. Design-Build
C. Construction Management
D. Project Closeout
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6. A Client requests services with a Total Project Cost of 3,000,000 pesos.
What is the standard percentage of the Professional Fee?
A. 5%
B. 10%
C. 15%
D. 20%

7. Which body engages in actual shelter production for low-income families in
the Philippines?
A. Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board
B. National Housing Authority
C. Department of Housing and Urban Development
D. National Economic and Development Authority

8. Why should Ana consider hiring Architect C for her project?
A. Architect C offers the lowest price
B. Architect C can best interpret architectural drawings for design
C. Architect C is a friend of the family
D. Architect C has more experience

9. If an Architect is hired as a Facilities Manager, how is he compensated?
A. Lump Sum
B. Salary
C. Gross Rental %
D. Maximum of Direct Personnel Expenses (M.D.P.E)

10. To visualize a project on a low budget, which method is most appropriate?
A. Animation
B. Scale Model
C. Perspective
D. Manual Sketch
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Answers
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1. D
2. C
3. C
4. C
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. D
10. D
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Explanations
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1. Where does planning services fall in the architectural service categories?
A. Regular Services
B. Special Services
C. Design and Planning Services
D. Bidding or Negotiation Phase

Planning services in architecture are typically categorized under Special Services. This classification recognizes
that planning involves specific expertise and may not fall within the standard architectural services offered for
typical building projects. Planning services often include site analysis, land use studies, and development
strategies, which are essential for ensuring that projects align with zoning laws and the community context. 
While bidding and negotiation are important phases in a project, they generally focus on contractor selection and
project financing rather than the initial strategic planning required at the start. Therefore, placing planning
services in the Bidding or Negotiation Phase would overlook their critical role in the preliminary stages of
architectural projects.

2. What crucial responsibility does the Architect have during the Construction
Phase?
A. Conducting site evaluations
B. Performing detailed design work
C. Ensuring adherence to construction documents
D. Identifying property lines

The role of an Architect during the Construction Phase encompasses several responsibilities, but one of the
most crucial is ensuring adherence to the construction documents. This involves making certain that the
construction being carried out aligns with the intent and specifications outlined in the architectural drawings and
related documentation.   During this phase, the Architect serves as a key liaison between the client and the
contractor, overseeing that the work is being completed according to the established plans. This includes regular
site visits and reviews to monitor construction progress and verify that materials and methods comply with the
approved documents. Ensuring adherence helps to maintain the quality, safety, and integrity of the project,
ultimately leading to successful completion and client satisfaction.   While conducting site evaluations,
performing detailed design work, and identifying property lines are also important aspects of the overall
architectural process, they are typically more relevant in earlier phases such as design and planning. The
primary focus during construction is on oversight and compliance with the standards set forth in the
construction documents.
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3. What was the issue with Arch. John's drawing submissions in the
Philippines?
A. The drawings did not meet building standards
B. The drawings were incomplete
C. John's firm was not registered with DTI/SEC
D. John is not allowed to practice Architecture in the Philippines

The issue with Arch. John's drawing submissions in the Philippines stems from the requirement that all
architectural firms must be properly registered with the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) or the Securities
and Exchange Commission (SEC). If John's firm was not registered, it would be considered operating illegally,
which invalidates any professional work produced by that firm, including drawing submissions. Proper
registration ensures that the firm is recognized as a legitimate entity capable of conducting business and
providing architectural services in compliance with local laws and regulations.   By not being adequately
registered, any architectural drawings submitted would not only face scrutiny but may also be outright
disqualified, rendering the issue of their compliance with building standards or completeness moot. Thus,
registration is a foundational requirement that underpins all other practices in the field.

4. What suggestion could the architect make to the owners to help reduce
their expenses?
A. Negotiate and cut the cost of the project
B. Provide a bare finish for the project
C. Buy house and lot instead
D. Not applicable

The option suggesting that the owners buy a house and lot could be beneficial in reducing expenses, particularly
when compared to commissioning a new construction or extensive renovation project. This approach can often
present a more cost-effective solution, as purchasing an existing home may come at a lower overall financial
outlay than constructing a new one from scratch. Existing homes typically have established infrastructure,
including utilities and landscaping, which can further decrease the initial investment compared to new
construction, which often entails additional expenses related to site preparation, permits, and labor.  When
considering the overall financial implications, purchasing a house that meets the owners' needs may prevent the
potential for overextending their budget through high construction costs and can also minimize unforeseen
expenses associated with new builds. This route aligns with the goal of achieving cost savings while still
attaining homeownership.
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5. After the Owner agrees to the Architect's Plans/Drawings, what is the next
logical step?
A. Bidding
B. Design-Build
C. Construction Management
D. Project Closeout

The next logical step after the Owner agrees to the Architect's Plans/Drawings is typically the bidding process.
When the architect’s plans are finalized and approved, contractors are invited to submit proposals to carry out
the construction work described in those plans. This bidding process allows the Owner to compare costs and
services offered by different contractors before selecting one to carry out the project.  Design-build is a method
where both the design and construction services are provided by a single entity. While this approach can
streamline the process, it usually requires a different project delivery method from the onset, not as a
subsequent step after the plans are agreed upon.  Construction management involves oversight of the
construction process, but it comes into play after the bidding and contractor selection stages, as it is focused on
managing the project during the construction phase rather than the preparation and selection stages.  Project
closeout refers to the final steps of the project, such as concluding contracts, ensuring all work is completed to
satisfaction, and preparing for occupancy. This phase is the final stage in a project’s lifecycle, occurring long
after the bidding process.  Thus, the sequence of steps following the approval of plans naturally leads to the
bidding phase to move forward with the construction process.

6. A Client requests services with a Total Project Cost of 3,000,000 pesos.
What is the standard percentage of the Professional Fee?
A. 5%
B. 10%
C. 15%
D. 20%

In architectural practice, the professional fee is typically calculated as a percentage of the total project cost.
Based on industry standards, a common range for professional fees can be around 5% to 15% for various project
types. The selection of 10% as the standard percentage reflects a balanced approach, considering the
comprehensive services provided by architects throughout the project lifecycle, from initial design through to
project completion.  This percentage allows for adequate compensation relative to the complexities and
responsibilities involved in managing and delivering the architectural services. It is essential to assess the
specific project and its requirements, as different project types might have varying professional fee standards
influenced by factors such as project scale, complexity, and location. Therefore, using 10% as the basis for the
professional fee is a widely accepted practice in the industry, as it balances both client budget considerations
and the need for architects to be fairly compensated for their expertise and the value they provide.

Sample study guide, visit https://professionalpractice-architecture.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 13

SAMPLE



7. Which body engages in actual shelter production for low-income families in
the Philippines?
A. Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board
B. National Housing Authority
C. Department of Housing and Urban Development
D. National Economic and Development Authority

The National Housing Authority (NHA) is the body specifically engaged in actual shelter production for
low-income families in the Philippines. The NHA plays a crucial role in formulating and implementing housing
development programs that cater to the needs of low-income groups. It serves as the primary government
agency tasked with the responsibility of providing adequate and affordable housing, which is fundamental for
improving living conditions and promoting social equity.  It operates various housing projects, including the
construction of homes, the provision of housing subsidies, and the development of sites for low-cost housing.
This focus on direct engagement in shelter production, coupled with its mission to address the housing needs of
economically disadvantaged families, illustrates the NHA's pivotal role in enhancing the living standards of the
low-income population in the Philippines.   In contrast, while the other bodies mentioned are involved in housing
policy, research, and regulation, they do not engage directly in the construction and development of shelter to
the same extent as the NHA. This delineation of responsibilities is key in understanding why the NHA is
recognized as the leading agency for shelter production in this context.

8. Why should Ana consider hiring Architect C for her project?
A. Architect C offers the lowest price
B. Architect C can best interpret architectural drawings for design
C. Architect C is a friend of the family
D. Architect C has more experience

Choosing Architect C based on the ability to best interpret architectural drawings for design is a sound decision,
as this skill is fundamental to the creation of successful architectural projects. The ability to interpret drawings
effectively means that Architect C can understand design intent, structural requirements, and compliance with
building codes. This proficiency directly influences the project’s outcome, ensuring that practical and aesthetic
considerations align, and potential issues can be identified early in the design process.   Designed drawings are
the primary means of communication between the architect, clients, and contractors, so having an architect who
excels in this area increases the likelihood of a smoother workflow and a more satisfactory end product. An
architect who can articulate design concepts clearly and accurately translate them into workable plans fosters
better collaboration among all stakeholders, potentially leading to innovations and improvements in the design
that meet the client's vision while adhering to budget and schedule constraints.   Considering these aspects
makes it clear that a strong interpretive skill set in architectural drawings is crucial for the success of Ana's
project beyond mere pricing or personal relationships.
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9. If an Architect is hired as a Facilities Manager, how is he compensated?
A. Lump Sum
B. Salary
C. Gross Rental %
D. Maximum of Direct Personnel Expenses (M.D.P.E)

When an Architect is hired as a Facilities Manager, the method of compensation typically aligns with the
structure of the position and the responsibilities associated with it. The Maximum of Direct Personnel Expenses
(M.D.P.E.) is a relevant form of compensation because it directly relates to the operational and personnel costs
incurred in managing the facility. This approach allows for a compensation model that reflects actual expenses
related to staff salaries, benefits, and other direct costs necessary for fulfilling the facilities management role. 
Using M.D.P.E. as a compensation method encompasses the architectural professional’s responsibility to
manage resources efficiently while providing the flexibility to adapt to varying operational demands. It ensures
that the compensation aligns with the performance and effectiveness of the facilities management role,
promoting a focus on minimizing direct costs while maximizing operational efficiency.  In contrast, lump sum
payments or salary structures may not account for the fluctuating costs associated with managing facilities, and
a gross rental percentage is typically more relevant in contexts involving leasing or rental agreements rather
than direct personnel management. This makes M.D.P.E. a fitting choice for compensating an Architect in a
facilities management capacity.

10. To visualize a project on a low budget, which method is most appropriate?
A. Animation
B. Scale Model
C. Perspective
D. Manual Sketch

When visualizing a project on a low budget, using a manual sketch is particularly advantageous. This method
allows for quick and cost-effective representation of ideas without the need for expensive materials or advanced
software. Manual sketches can convey concepts and designs in a straightforward and accessible way, enabling
architects to communicate their vision effectively to clients and stakeholders.  Additionally, manual sketching
requires minimal tools – just paper and something to draw with – making it highly accessible for both
professionals and students in the field of architecture. The immediacy of sketches facilitates brainstorming and
iterative design processes, allowing for rapid changes and adjustments that might be less feasible with more
complex methods such as animation or scale models, which involve higher costs and longer production times. 
While other methods like animation or scale models can provide more detailed and dynamic representations,
they often require significant financial investment and time commitment that may not be suitable for a
low-budget context. Thus, choosing manual sketching strikes a balance between clarity of communication and
economic viability.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://professionalpractice-architecture.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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