


Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any means, graphic,
electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, web distribution, taping, or by any
information storage retrieval system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate, complete, and timely
information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://prinamalgamcavityprep.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SAMPLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.................................................................................................................

Table of Contents 2....................................................................................................

Introduction 3.............................................................................................................

How to Use This Guide 4............................................................................................

Questions 5................................................................................................................

Answers 8...................................................................................................................

Explanations 10..........................................................................................................

Next Steps 15.............................................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://prinamalgamcavityprep.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SAMPLE



IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What action best achieves a smooth, flush margin after finishing?
A. Leave margins rough to save time.
B. Polishing only the occlusal surface.
C. Extend margins onto the gingiva.
D. Ensure margins are smooth and flush with surrounding tooth structure.

2. What is the purpose of a base?
A. Aesthetic enhancement
B. Bonding surface for dentin
C. Conduction of heat to pulp
D. Thermal protection and stress distribution

3. What is the purpose of matrix band placement before condensation?
A. To decorate the tooth.
B. To widen the cavity.
C. To recreate proximal contour, contact, and prevent material from being

extruded.
D. To reduce curing time.

4. How should pulpal protection be managed when using a glass ionomer
liner?
A. Use liner as the sole restoration without base.
B. Do not use liner.
C. Apply liner to protect pulp and achieve a seal, followed by an adequate base if

needed.
D. Use liner only if patient has allergies.

5. Which term describes the general shape and margins of a cavity
preparation to preserve tooth structure and caries location?
A. Resistance form
B. Convenience form
C. Outline form
D. Finishing
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6. Name two common carving instruments used with amalgam.
A. Discoid-cleoid carver and straight beavertail or cleoid spoon.
B. Chisel and hoe.
C. Dental mirror and explorer.
D. Gingival retractor and elevator.

7. Which of the following describes the consequence of improper matrix band
placement before condensation?
A. An enlarged proximal contact.
B. Material extrusion and poor proximal contour.
C. Increased esthetics.
D. Easier carving.

8. The isthmus width in a class I should be approximately which millimeters?
A. 0.5-0.8 mm
B. 1.4-1.6 mm
C. 2.0-2.4 mm
D. 1-1.2 mm

9. In a Class I preparation, the isthmus is the narrowest portion of a cavity
preparation.
A. Class I
B. Class II
C. Both
D. Neither

10. Which preparation element is essential to resist occlusal forces in an
amalgam cavity?
A. Adequate retention form
B. A deep margin
C. A wide bevel
D. An occlusal dovetail
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Answers
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1. D
2. D
3. C
4. C
5. C
6. A
7. B
8. D
9. A
10. A
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Explanations
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1. What action best achieves a smooth, flush margin after finishing?
A. Leave margins rough to save time.
B. Polishing only the occlusal surface.
C. Extend margins onto the gingiva.
D. Ensure margins are smooth and flush with surrounding tooth structure.

Achieving a smooth, flush margin is essential for a good marginal seal and proper adaptation of the restoration.
When margins are smooth and flush with the surrounding tooth structure, the interface between the tooth and
amalgam is continuous, reducing gaps where bacteria can penetrate and where plaque can accumulate. This
helps prevent microleakage, sensitivity, recurrent decay, and periodontal irritation, and it supports the longevity
of the restoration. Extending margins onto the gingiva creates inflammation and compromises access and fit, so
that option is detrimental. Polishing the occlusal surface alone neglects the critical finishing of the margins
themselves, leaving irregularities that can harbor plaque or cause leakage. Leaving margins rough just to save
time directly undermines the seal. Therefore, the best action is to finish and polish so that margins are smooth
and flush with the surrounding tooth structure.

2. What is the purpose of a base?
A. Aesthetic enhancement
B. Bonding surface for dentin
C. Conduction of heat to pulp
D. Thermal protection and stress distribution

Bases provide thermal protection for the pulp and help distribute stresses from the restoration. In deep cavities,
dentin is thin and pulp is vulnerable to temperature changes and mechanical forces. A base acts as an insulating
cushion, reducing heat or cold reaching the pulp, and spreads occlusal stresses to prevent concentrated loads
that could cause dentin fracture or pulp irritation. Aesthetic enhancement isn’t the purpose, and bonding to
dentin is handled by bonding agents or liners rather than the base itself. The goal is to protect the pulp and
support the tooth structure during function.

3. What is the purpose of matrix band placement before condensation?
A. To decorate the tooth.
B. To widen the cavity.
C. To recreate proximal contour, contact, and prevent material from being

extruded.
D. To reduce curing time.

Placing the matrix band before condensation provides a temporary wall that defines the proximal boundary of
the restoration. This allows the material to be condensed against a shape that reproduces the natural proximal
contour, creating a proper contact with the adjacent tooth. It also confines the material so it doesn’t flow into the
gingival sulcus or beyond the restoration margins, preventing extrusion and overhangs. Decorations, widening
the cavity, or shortening curing time aren’t achieved by band placement—the band’s role is specifically to shape
and support the proximal surface and contact during placement.
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4. How should pulpal protection be managed when using a glass ionomer
liner?
A. Use liner as the sole restoration without base.
B. Do not use liner.
C. Apply liner to protect pulp and achieve a seal, followed by an adequate base if

needed.
D. Use liner only if patient has allergies.

Protecting the pulp with a glass ionomer liner is about using the liner to shield the pulp and seal the prepared
dentin, then adding a base if more thickness or insulation is needed. The liner creates a biochemical and
physical barrier over the dentin, helping to block microleakage and reduce sensitivity. It also bonds to dentin and
releases fluoride, which can aid remineralization and further sealing against irritants. However, the liner alone
doesn’t provide the bulk or mechanical strength required for many restorations, especially in posterior teeth.
That’s why, when the remaining dentin thickness is thin or more decay removal has weakened structure, an
adequate base is placed after the liner to build up height, provide thermal insulation, and support the final
restorative material. Not using a liner misses that protective seal and barrier, whereas using a liner only for
special cases like suspected allergies isn’t the standard approach. The best practice is to apply the liner to
protect the pulp and achieve a seal, followed by an adequate base if needed.

5. Which term describes the general shape and margins of a cavity
preparation to preserve tooth structure and caries location?
A. Resistance form
B. Convenience form
C. Outline form
D. Finishing

Outline form describes the general shape and margins of a cavity preparation with the goal of including all the
decayed area while preserving as much healthy tooth structure as possible. It sets the external boundaries so
you remove the carious dentin without weakening the tooth, guiding how far the preparation should extend and
where the margins should be placed on sound tooth tissue. This foundational framing is what later steps—like
shaping the walls for strength or for access—are built upon.   Resistance form focuses on maintaining the
tooth’s strength under function after preparation, convenience form is about providing access and visibility, and
finishing relates to smoothing and refining the final margins after the preparation is complete.

6. Name two common carving instruments used with amalgam.
A. Discoid-cleoid carver and straight beavertail or cleoid spoon.
B. Chisel and hoe.
C. Dental mirror and explorer.
D. Gingival retractor and elevator.

Carving after placing amalgam relies on instruments specifically designed to shape and finish the material to
resemble natural tooth anatomy. The best pair for this task is the discoid-cleoid carver together with a straight
beavertail (cleoid spoon). The discoid-cleoid carver has two ends: the discoid end is flat and well suited for
creating and smoothing pits and grooves on the occlusal surface, while the cleoid end helps refine marginal
ridges and fine details. The straight beavertail or cleoid spoon is broader and spoon-shaped, making it efficient
for contouring larger areas and smoothing convex surfaces around the margins. Using these together lets you
accurately reproduce occlusal anatomy and achieve proper contacts and contours. The other instruments
mentioned are used for preparation, inspection, or soft-tissue management, not for carving amalgam.
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7. Which of the following describes the consequence of improper matrix band
placement before condensation?
A. An enlarged proximal contact.
B. Material extrusion and poor proximal contour.
C. Increased esthetics.
D. Easier carving.

The key idea is that the matrix band acts as a temporary wall to confine and shape the material during
condensation. When the band is properly seated and tight against the tooth, condensation pushes the material
against the band and adjacent surfaces, forming a clean proximal contour and a true contact. If the band is
placed improperly, it doesn’t confine the material well, so the amalgam can be extruded through the proximal
space and the band cannot shape the area correctly, resulting in extrusion and a poor proximal contour. This
outcome directly reflects the loss of containment during condensation, not improvements in contact, esthetics,
or carving ease.

8. The isthmus width in a class I should be approximately which millimeters?
A. 0.5-0.8 mm
B. 1.4-1.6 mm
C. 2.0-2.4 mm
D. 1-1.2 mm

In a class I occlusal preparation, the isthmus width is kept about 1 to 1.2 mm. This width represents the
narrowest part of the cavity between the buccal and lingual walls, and it’s chosen to balance preserving tooth
structure with giving enough room for proper condensation and sealing of the amalgam. If the isthmus is
widened much beyond this, you risk removing too much tooth structure and weakening the cusps and marginal
ridges. If it’s too narrow, condensation becomes difficult and the restoration may not reproduce anatomy or seal
well. So, about 1 to 1.2 mm is the optimal compromise for maintaining strength while allowing proper placement
and adaptation of the material.

9. In a Class I preparation, the isthmus is the narrowest portion of a cavity
preparation.
A. Class I
B. Class II
C. Both
D. Neither

The main idea here is that the isthmus is the narrowest cross-section of a cavity that connects its parts. In a
Class I preparation, which is an occlusal cavity on posterior teeth, the cavity often consists of two pits/fossae
connected by a narrow bridge—the isthmus. This narrow region is the limiting width of the preparation, bounded
by the surrounding walls, and its minimal size is a defining feature of Class I preparations. That’s why this
statement points to Class I as the situation where the isthmus is the narrowest portion. In Class II preparations,
the emphasis is on the proximal box and the occlusal portion, and while an occlusal isthmus can exist, the
classic description of the isthmus as the narrowest part is specifically tied to Class I.
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10. Which preparation element is essential to resist occlusal forces in an
amalgam cavity?
A. Adequate retention form
B. A deep margin
C. A wide bevel
D. An occlusal dovetail

Amalgam relies on mechanical retention to resist chewing forces because it isn’t chemically bonded to tooth
structure. Providing adequate retention form means shaping the cavity with undercuts and supportive walls so
the material is locked in place and cannot be displaced under occlusal load. This mechanical interlock is what
keeps the restoration seated and maintains a seal during function.  Other features don’t directly contribute to
resisting occlusal forces in the same fundamental way. A deep margin mainly concerns finishing and pulp
protection rather than how the filling resists displacement. A wide bevel isn’t used to enhance retention in
amalgam and can weaken tooth structure. An occlusal dovetail is a specific retention feature, but without overall
adequate retention form, the restoration can still fail.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://prinamalgamcavityprep.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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