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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which term means inhibiting the growth of microorganisms?
A. Bones
B. Fecal flotation
C. Antimicrobial
D. Neurologic system

2. According to Jenna Barber, DVM, how often should dogs be tested for
heartworm disease?
A. Every 3 months
B. Every week
C. Once a year
D. Every 2 years

3. The term that describes the scientific study of social behavior in animals
and humans is Sociobiology.
A. Psychology
B. Colony
C. Parasites
D. Sociobiology

4. Which cells carry oxygen in the body using hemoglobin?
A. Platelets
B. Plasma
C. White blood cells
D. Red blood cells

5. Which human disease is related to the simian immunodeficiency virus (SIV)
that affects non-human primates?
A. AIDS
B. HIV
C. Malaria
D. Tuberculosis
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6. Which site is commonly used for a small blood draw in cattle?
A. Caudal tail vein
B. Jugular vein
C. Subcutaneous
D. Ear vein

7. Short bones are typically found in the wrist and ankle.
A. Cannot be determined
B. Not sure
C. False
D. True

8. Which class of drugs was discovered after testing on cats and prevents the
clotting of blood?
A. Vasodilators
B. Antibiotics
C. Anticoagulants
D. Antiplatelets

9. What is the liquid portion of blood called?
A. Serum
B. Plasma
C. Clot
D. RBCs

10. Which animal behavior category may result in growling, showing the
teeth, and pinning the ears?
A. Aggressive
B. Playful
C. Fearful
D. Submissive
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Answers

Sample study guide, visit https://prevetsmallanimal.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 8

SAMPLE



1. C
2. C
3. D
4. D
5. B
6. A
7. D
8. C
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. Which term means inhibiting the growth of microorganisms?
A. Bones
B. Fecal flotation
C. Antimicrobial
D. Neurologic system

Antimicrobial is the term that covers substances that act against microorganisms, either stopping their growth
or killing them. In practice, antimicrobials include antibiotics, antiseptics, and disinfectants, and they can be
bacteriostatic (inhibiting growth) or bactericidal (killing). The idea of inhibiting growth fits squarely under this
broad category, whereas the other options refer to anatomy, a diagnostic procedure, or a body system and do not
describe actions against microbes.

2. According to Jenna Barber, DVM, how often should dogs be tested for
heartworm disease?
A. Every 3 months
B. Every week
C. Once a year
D. Every 2 years

Testing for heartworm disease is most appropriately done on a yearly basis. The reason is that heartworm can
be present without obvious symptoms, and the antigen test detects mature, circulating worms. Even with
monthly preventives, infections can occur if a dose is missed, a product fails, or a dog is exposed in high-risk
areas. A yearly test provides ongoing surveillance to catch any new infection early, before significant heart or
lung damage develops, and aligns with common veterinary guidance like that of Jenna Barber, DVM. More
frequent testing isn’t usually necessary for the average patient, and less frequent testing risks missing a new
infection.

3. The term that describes the scientific study of social behavior in animals
and humans is Sociobiology.
A. Psychology
B. Colony
C. Parasites
D. Sociobiology

Sociobiology is the scientific study of social behavior in animals and humans, examining how genetics and
natural selection shape interactions, cooperation, mating systems, aggression, and social organization. It uses
an evolutionary lens to explain why certain behaviors persist because they improve survival and reproductive
success, across different species and in humans alike. This perspective differs from psychology, which centers
on mental processes and behavior without necessarily tying them to evolutionary history. The other terms aren’t
fields of study: a colony is a social group, and parasites are a type of organism, leaving sociobiology as the
correct term.
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4. Which cells carry oxygen in the body using hemoglobin?
A. Platelets
B. Plasma
C. White blood cells
D. Red blood cells

Oxygen transport in the bloodstream is carried by hemoglobin within red blood cells. Hemoglobin binds oxygen
in the lungs and releases it to tissues where it’s needed, using the iron-containing heme groups to carry up to
four oxygen molecules per hemoglobin molecule. Plasma carries only dissolved oxygen and is not the primary
transport method, while platelets and white blood cells perform clotting and immune functions, not oxygen
transport.

5. Which human disease is related to the simian immunodeficiency virus (SIV)
that affects non-human primates?
A. AIDS
B. HIV
C. Malaria
D. Tuberculosis

SIV in non-human primates is the close relative of the human virus that causes infection in people. When this
virus crossed into humans, it became HIV, the human immunodeficiency virus. HIV is the agent that attacks the
immune system, and if not treated, it can progress to AIDS, the syndrome of severe immune deficiency. The
other options are caused by entirely different pathogens and aren’t linked to SIV/HIV.

6. Which site is commonly used for a small blood draw in cattle?
A. Caudal tail vein
B. Jugular vein
C. Subcutaneous
D. Ear vein

The coccygeal (caudal tail) vein is commonly used for small blood draws in cattle. It sits shallow at the base of
the tail and is easy to feel and access with minimal restraint, making a quick, small-volume collection practical
in barn settings. Using a small-gauge needle, you can distend the vein and obtain just a small sample without
the need for the more involved restraint that jugular puncture often requires.  In contrast, the jugular vein is
larger and better suited to larger volume draws or when frequent sampling is needed, but it requires more careful
restraint and has a higher risk of hematoma if not done properly. The subcutaneous route isn’t a method for
drawing blood, and the ear vein is not as reliable or routinely used for small-volume venipuncture in cattle.

Sample study guide, visit https://prevetsmallanimal.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 12

SAMPLE



7. Short bones are typically found in the wrist and ankle.
A. Cannot be determined
B. Not sure
C. False
D. True

Short bones are cube-like in shape, with roughly equal dimensions, and are designed for stability in small joints.
This shape lets them support complex, yet constrained, movements in tight spaces. In the skeleton, the carpal
bones of the wrist and the tarsal bones of the ankle are classic examples. Their interior is spongy (cancellous)
bone surrounded by a thin outer layer of compact bone, which contrasts with long bones that act mainly as
levers. Because of their structure and location, short bones reliably reside in the wrist and ankle, so the
statement is true. Non-committal or opposing options don’t align with established anatomy.

8. Which class of drugs was discovered after testing on cats and prevents the
clotting of blood?
A. Vasodilators
B. Antibiotics
C. Anticoagulants
D. Antiplatelets

Anticoagulants are the drug class that prevents blood from clotting by interrupting the clotting cascade. They
work downstream from the initial vessel injury, reducing the formation of thrombin and fibrin, which are essential
to a clot. This makes them especially useful for preventing new clots in conditions like deep vein thrombosis or
after surgeries, and they’ve historically been identified through early pharmacologic studies in animals, including
cats, which helped reveal substances that slow or stop the coagulation process.  A helpful contrast: antiplatelets
mainly stop platelets from sticking together, which is more about arterial clots, while anticoagulants interfere
with the protein factors that form a fibrin-based clot. Vasodilators change blood flow by widening vessels, and
antibiotics fight infections. So, the option that best fits “prevents the clotting of blood” is the anticoagulants.

9. What is the liquid portion of blood called?
A. Serum
B. Plasma
C. Clot
D. RBCs

Plasma is the liquid portion of blood. It’s the fluid that remains when cells are separated out from blood that has
been prevented from clotting, and it contains water, electrolytes, nutrients, hormones, wastes, and proteins
including albumin, globulins, and fibrinogen and other clotting factors. Plasma makes up about 55% of blood and
serves as the transport medium for cells and dissolved substances. Serum, by contrast, is the liquid part left
after blood has clothed; it lacks fibrinogen and other clotting factors. The clot itself is the solid gel formed during
coagulation, and RBCs are the cells that carry oxygen.
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10. Which animal behavior category may result in growling, showing the
teeth, and pinning the ears?
A. Aggressive
B. Playful
C. Fearful
D. Submissive

Aggression is being signaled here. Growling acts as a warning to back off, showing the teeth is a threat display
to communicate potential harm, and ears pinned back reinforce a defensive or assertive stance aimed at
intimidating the other animal. Taken together, these cues point to a readiness to escalate and defend territory,
resources, or personal space, which is the hallmark of an aggressive display. In contrast, playful interactions
usually include a relaxed body and non-threatening signals, fearful animals tend to retreat or show submissive
cues rather than threaten, and submissive behavior centers on appeasement and avoidance rather than warning
or intimidation.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://prevetsmallanimal.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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