Praxis Special Education:
Core Knowledge and
Applications (5354) Practice
Test (Sample)

Study Guide

BY EXAMZIFY

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://praxis5354.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://praxis5354.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Table of Contents

Copyright ..o e e 1
Table of Contents ...........cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeaeens 2
INtroduction ...........ccccciciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir e ceeeeae 3
How to Use This Guide ............cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniinens 4
L1011 =13 0 ) 1 7 5
ANSWETS ...iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiteteeentaacacosentosentonsncossntosensoscnsanss 8
EXplanations ...........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiieetiacnttnenenes 10

LN T ] 1= 0 1 16




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. What is the primary purpose of graphic organizers in
education?

A. To organize classroom materials

B. A visual-spatial organization of information to help students
understand presented concepts

C. To create visual art projects
D. To enhance testing strategies

2. What is the primary goal of positive behavior supports
(PBS)?

A. To enforce strict disciplinary measures

B. To promote appropriate behaviors and prevent challenging
behaviors

C. To provide rewards only for good behavior

D. To focus solely on consequences of negative behavior

3. What is one key outcome of educational adaptations for
students with disabilities?

A. Increased physical fitness
B. Improved academic access
C. Enhanced creative skills

D. Lowered classroom noise levels

4. Which aspect of teaching does differentiated instruction
primarily address?

A. Standardizing assessments across the board
B. Engaging students in a simplified learning process

C. Meeting diverse needs of learners through tailored methods
D. Focusing on group learning strategies

5. What role do systemic assessments play in instructional
program planning?

A. Informing social skills training

B. Identifying extracurricular opportunities

C. Guiding goal creation and placement decisions
D. Developing physical education curriculums

Sample study guide, visit https://praxis5354.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



6. What is a key characteristic of dyslexia?

A. Excellent spelling and accurate word recognition

B. Difficulty with accurate and/or fluent word recognition
C. Ability to read at a fast pace

D. Strong comprehension skills

7. Assistive technology is best described as?
A. General educational resources
B. Specific devices and services based on assessment
C. Traditional teaching methods
D. Software applications for all students

8. Which of the following is NOT a goal of assessment in
special education?

A. Determining student interests

B. Identifying content areas for instruction
C. Targeting specific skills for intervention
D. Managing instructional data

9. What does the Jacob K Javits-Gifted and Talented
Education Act of 1988 provide funding for?

A. Students identified as gifted and talented
B. Students with learning disabilities only

C. Students considered economically disadvantaged, limited

English proficient, or disabled if also identified as gifted or
talented

D. Students pursuing advanced placement courses

10. What is significant about culturally responsive teaching?
A. It focuses solely on academic performance

B. It incorporates students’ cultural references in all aspects of
learning

C. It discourages discussions about cultural differences

D. It requires a strict adherence to traditional teaching
methods
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Explanations




1. What is the primary purpose of graphic organizers in
education?

A. To organize classroom materials

B. A visual-spatial organization of information to help students
understand presented concepts

C. To create visual art projects
D. To enhance testing strategies

The primary purpose of graphic organizers in education is to provide a visual-spatial
organization of information that aids students in understanding and processing
presented concepts. These tools allow learners to break down complex ideas into more
manageable parts, making it easier to see relationships, categorize information, and
synthesize new knowledge. By representing information visually, graphic organizers can
help students organize their thoughts, enhance comprehension, and improve retention of
material. This method is particularly beneficial for visual learners who may grasp content
more effectively through diagrams, charts, and maps rather than through text alone.

2. What is the primary goal of positive behavior supports
(PBS)?

A. To enforce strict disciplinary measures

B. To promote appropriate behaviors and prevent challenging
behaviors

C. To provide rewards only for good behavior
D. To focus solely on consequences of negative behavior

The primary goal of positive behavior supports (PBS) is to promote appropriate behaviors
and prevent challenging behaviors. PBS is a proactive and systematic approach designed
to create an environment that encourages positive behavior rather than simply
responding to negative behavior after it occurs. It emphasizes understanding the reasons
behind behaviors and teaching alternative, more acceptable behaviors. By fostering a
positive environment, PBS aims to reduce the occurrence of challenging behaviors by
reinforcing positive actions and teaching students how to make better choices. This
holistic approach not only addresses misbehavior but also focuses on enhancing the
overall developmental experience for students, allowing them to thrive academically and
socially. Other choices do not align with the fundamental principles of PBS. For
instance, enforcing strict disciplinary measures or focusing solely on consequences tends
to create a punitive environment rather than a supportive one, which is contrary to the
intentions of PBS. Providing rewards only for good behavior does not adequately capture
the comprehensive strategies involved in PBS, as it also includes teaching, modeling, and
reinforcing positive behaviors systematically.
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3. What is one key outcome of educational adaptations for
students with disabilities?

A. Increased physical fitness
B. Improved academic access
C. Enhanced creative skills

D. Lowered classroom noise levels

Improved academic access is a crucial outcome of educational adaptations for students
with disabilities. These adaptations, which can include modifications in teaching
strategies, curricular adjustments, and the use of assistive technologies, are designed to
provide all students with equitable opportunities to engage with the learning material. By
tailoring the educational environment to meet individual needs, students with disabilities
can better access the curriculum, participate in classroom activities, and demonstrate
their knowledge effectively. This enhanced accessibility fosters a more inclusive
education system where the goal is to support diverse learners in achieving their full
potential. Other outcomes like increased physical fitness, enhanced creative skills, or
lowered classroom noise levels may contribute to a supportive learning environment but
do not directly address the primary goal of educational adaptations, which is to ensure
that students with disabilities can fully engage with academic content.

4. Which aspect of teaching does differentiated instruction
primarily address?

A. Standardizing assessments across the board
B. Engaging students in a simplified learning process
C. Meeting diverse needs of learners through tailored methods

D. Focusing on group learning strategies

Differentiated instruction primarily addresses the diverse needs of learners through
tailored methods. This approach acknowledges that students have varying backgrounds,
readiness levels, interests, and learning profiles. Teachers who implement differentiated
instruction adapt their teaching strategies, content, and assessment methods to provide
a more personalized learning experience for each student. This approach is centered
around recognizing that a one-size-fits-all strategy does not effectively meet every
student's educational needs. By actively adjusting elements of the curriculum, such as
adjusting the complexity of the material or providing various types of activities to engage
different learning styles, educators aim to help each student succeed by building on their
unique strengths and addressing their specific challenges. This results in a more
inclusive and effective learning environment where all students have the opportunity to
thrive.
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5. What role do systemic assessments play in instructional
program planning?

A. Informing social skills training
B. Identifying extracurricular opportunities

C. Guiding goal creation and placement decisions
D. Developing physical education curriculums

Systemic assessments are vital in instructional program planning as they provide a
comprehensive overview of a student's abilities, strengths, and areas that require
additional support. By thoroughly evaluating a student's performance across various
domains, educators can make informed decisions regarding individualized goals and
optimal placement within the educational setting. This assessment data serves as a
foundation for developing personalized learning plans and strategies that cater
specifically to the needs of each student. Consequently, it ensures that the instructional
approach aligns with the student's learning profile, enhancing their educational
experience and outcomes. Other options, while relevant to aspects of education, do not
directly relate to the primary function of systemic assessments. For example, social skills
training and extracurricular opportunities are important but typically involve broader
social and developmental contexts rather than the precise evaluations that guide
individualized educational planning and placement. Developing physical education
curriculums focuses more on program content and structure rather than the
individualized assessment processes that inform instructional adjustments.

6. What is a key characteristic of dyslexia?
A. Excellent spelling and accurate word recognition
B. Difficulty with accurate and/or fluent word recognition

C. Ability to read at a fast pace
D. Strong comprehension skills

A key characteristic of dyslexia is difficulty with accurate and/or fluent word recognition.
Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that primarily affects the skills involved in
accurate and fluent reading and spelling. Individuals with dyslexia often struggle with
decoding words, which means they have challenges in translating letters into sounds,
leading to problems in recognizing words quickly and accurately. This difficulty can
result in slower reading speeds, frequent substitutions, omissions, or mispronunciations
of words, and can significantly impact overall literacy skills. Dyslexia does not affect a
person's overall intelligence and often occurs alongside strengths in areas such as
problem-solving and creative thinking. Recognizing this difficulty is essential for
educators and specialists to provide effective interventions and support strategies
tailored to individuals with dyslexia.
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7. Assistive technology is best described as?
A. General educational resources
B. Specific devices and services based on assessment
C. Traditional teaching methods
D. Software applications for all students

Assistive technology refers specifically to devices and services that are tailored to meet
the unique needs of individuals with disabilities, based on thorough assessments of those
needs. It encompasses a wide range of tools, from low-tech options like pencil grips to
high-tech solutions such as speech recognition software and communication devices. The
emphasis on assessment means that the selected assistive technology is directly aligned
with the individual's capabilities and challenges, ensuring that it is an effective support
in enhancing learning and communication. In contrast, general educational resources do
not focus on the personalized needs of students with disabilities. Traditional teaching
methods are often not adapted to accommodate specific learning differences, potentially
leaving some students without the support they need to succeed. Although software
applications can benefit all students, assistive technology is specifically developed for
individuals with disabilities, making it a more focused and specialized category.

8. Which of the following is NOT a goal of assessment in
special education?

A. Determining student interests

B. Identifying content areas for instruction
C. Targeting specific skills for intervention
D. Managing instructional data

Determining student interests is not typically classified as a primary goal of assessment
in special education. Assessments in this context are mainly focused on gathering
information that will directly inform instruction and intervention strategies for students
with disabilities. The other options represent critical goals of assessment in special
education. Identifying content areas for instruction ensures that the curriculum is
appropriately aligned with the educational needs of the student. Targeting specific skills
for intervention allows educators to develop individualized strategies that address
particular challenges faced by students. Managing instructional data supports ongoing
assessment practices, enabling teachers to track progress and make informed
instructional decisions. While knowing student interests can provide valuable insights
for engagement and motivation, it does not fall within the core purposes of assessing a
student's educational needs and capabilities in the context of special education.
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9. What does the Jacob K Javits-Gifted and Talented
Education Act of 1988 provide funding for?

A. Students identified as gifted and talented
B. Students with learning disabilities only

C. Students considered economically disadvantaged, limited
English proficient, or disabled if also identified as gifted or
talented

D. Students pursuing advanced placement courses

The Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Education Act of 1988 is designed to support
educational programs for students who are identified as gifted and talented, with
particular attention to ensuring that underrepresented groups, such as those who are
economically disadvantaged, limited English proficient, or disabled, have access to gifted
and talented education resources. The Act recognizes that these populations often do not
receive the same opportunities for advanced learning as their peers and aims to address
this inequity by providing funding that facilitates the identification and support of gifted
learners within these groups. This focus on inclusivity is crucial since many gifted and
talented programs have historically reached primarily students from more privileged
backgrounds. The funding from the Javits Act can be utilized for various initiatives,
including research, model programs, and professional development, that enhance
educational opportunities for gifted students who may face barriers. In contrast, the
other options focus on narrower groups or specific educational priorities that do not
encompass the broader intent of the Javits Act.

10. What is significant about culturally responsive teaching?
A. It focuses solely on academic performance

B. It incorporates students’ cultural references in all aspects of
learning

C. It discourages discussions about cultural differences

D. It requires a strict adherence to traditional teaching
methods

Culturally responsive teaching is significant because it actively incorporates students’
cultural references in all aspects of learning, making the education system more
inclusive and relevant for diverse student populations. This approach recognizes that
students’ cultural backgrounds shape their experiences, learning styles, and
perspectives. By integrating these cultural references into the curriculum, teachers can
create a more engaging and meaningful learning experience that acknowledges and
values diversity. This not only helps to foster a sense of belonging among students but
also enhances their motivation and participation in the classroom. The other aspects
mentioned do not reflect the essence of culturally responsive teaching. Focusing solely
on academic performance neglects the crucial role of culture in shaping learning.
Discouraging discussions about cultural differences ignores the opportunity for students
to learn from one another and develop critical thinking skills. Lastly, requiring a strict
adherence to traditional teaching methods can limit the flexibility needed to adapt to the
diverse needs of students, which culturally responsive teaching seeks to embrace.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://praxis5354.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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