
Praxis Elementary
Education: Reading, Math,
Science, and Social Studies
Practice Test (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://praxiselemreadingmathscisocstudies.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://praxiselemreadingmathscisocstudies.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 15...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://praxiselemreadingmathscisocstudies.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which word from the following is a high-frequency word
suitable for memory?
A. by
B. dragon
C. nebulous
D. glitter

2. In reading, encoding refers to?
A. The process of hearing a word and spelling it based on

sounds.
B. The process of recognizing a word by sight.
C. The process of decoding a word by blending sounds.
D. The process of understanding a sentence's meaning.

3. Tier III words are best described as?
A. High-frequency words used in everyday speech.
B. Low-frequency words specific to a domain, best learned

within the content of a lesson.
C. Words that occur across contexts, enhancing comprehension.
D. Words that are synonyms of common terms.

4. What is fluency in reading?
A. Reading with speed, accuracy, and proper expression, which

is necessary for comprehension.
B. The ability to memorize passages word-for-word.
C. Reading only aloud with no comprehension.
D. Reading at the same pace regardless of text.

5. Which statement describes a synonym or restatement clue?
A. Context clues that explain a word by giving its opposite.
B. Context clues that spell out the word's definition in bold text.
C. Context clues that locate the word's origin.
D. Context clues that restate the meaning of a word using a

synonym.
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6. What is a vowel team?
A. A consonant blend.
B. A single vowel that makes a long sound.
C. A syllable that contains two consecutive vowels, which can

create a long vowel sound or a variant sound.
D. A group of letters that are silent.

7. What is the significance of compound words in
phonological awareness?
A. They always use a hyphen between parts.
B. They can be segmented into two parts, helping students

practice sound manipulation.
C. They require three or more syllables.
D. They reduce decoding difficulty.

8. In the word 'cat', which part is the onset and which is the
rime?
A. Onset: ca; Rime: t
B. Onset: c; Rime: at
C. Onset: cat; Rime:
D. Onset: a; Rime: ct

9. Which term specifically refers to the ability to hold
phoneme information briefly for manipulation?
A. Phonological working memory
B. Phoneme segmentation
C. Phonemic awareness
D. Rhyme awareness

10. What is segmenting in phonemic awareness?
A. Dividing a word into individual sounds and counting them.
B. Repeating a word aloud until it sticks in memory.
C. Replacing a sound in a word with another sound.
D. Identifying the meaning of a word.
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Answers
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1. A
2. A
3. B
4. C
5. D
6. C
7. B
8. B
9. A
10. A

Sample study guide, visit https://praxiselemreadingmathscisocstudies.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 9

SA
M

PLE



Explanations
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1. Which word from the following is a high-frequency word
suitable for memory?
A. by
B. dragon
C. nebulous
D. glitter

High-frequency words are the small, everyday words that appear most often in reading
materials, so readers learn to recognize them instantly instead of sounding them out. The
word by fits perfectly because it is short, common, and used in many phrases, making it
easy to memorize and recall on sight. Its frequent presence helps build fluency as you
read. The other options are longer and represent more specialized vocabulary; dragons'
form, nebulous, and glitter don’t appear as routinely in early-reading texts, so they’re not
as suitable for memory work. Focusing on short, common words like by helps you read
smoothly with fewer interruptions.

2. In reading, encoding refers to?
A. The process of hearing a word and spelling it based on

sounds.
B. The process of recognizing a word by sight.
C. The process of decoding a word by blending sounds.
D. The process of understanding a sentence's meaning.

Encoding in reading is turning spoken language into written form. It means taking the
sounds you hear in a word and mapping them to the corresponding letters to spell that
word. When you hear a word and spell it based on its sounds, you’re encoding. This helps
explain why the correct choice is about sound-to-letter mapping. The other processes are
different: decoding is sounding out written words to pronounce them, sight-word
recognition is recognizing words by sight without sounding them out, and understanding
a sentence’s meaning is about comprehension.

3. Tier III words are best described as?
A. High-frequency words used in everyday speech.
B. Low-frequency words specific to a domain, best learned

within the content of a lesson.
C. Words that occur across contexts, enhancing comprehension.
D. Words that are synonyms of common terms.

Tier III words are specialized terms tied to a specific subject area. They are low in
frequency in everyday language, so students usually learn them best when taught within
the context of the lesson and reinforced through readings, discussions, and activities in
that topic. For example, in science you might encounter words like photosynthesis or
osmosis, which aren’t used in everyday talk; in social studies you might meet terms like
embargo or democracy. This is different from everyday high-frequency words that appear
across daily speech, or from words that students learn across many topics (Tier II). It’s
also not about finding synonyms for common terms, which isn’t the defining feature of
these domain-specific words.
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4. What is fluency in reading?
A. Reading with speed, accuracy, and proper expression, which

is necessary for comprehension.
B. The ability to memorize passages word-for-word.
C. Reading only aloud with no comprehension.
D. Reading at the same pace regardless of text.

Fluency in reading is reading with speed, accuracy, and expression, and that combination
helps understanding what you read. When words are recognized quickly and correctly,
you don’t have to pause to figure out each one, so your brain has more resources left to
grasp meaning. The expression you use while reading—intonation, phrasing, and
rhythm—helps show punctuation and how ideas connect, signaling where to pause and
how emphasis should flow. The pace should fit the text, since too slow or too fast can
make meaning harder to catch. So fluent reading isn’t about memorizing or just reading
aloud without understanding or sticking to one speed across all texts; it’s about
combining accurate word recognition, quick reading, and natural expression to support
comprehension.

5. Which statement describes a synonym or restatement clue?
A. Context clues that explain a word by giving its opposite.
B. Context clues that spell out the word's definition in bold text.
C. Context clues that locate the word's origin.
D. Context clues that restate the meaning of a word using a

synonym.
Using a synonym to restate a word's meaning is a common type of context clue. When you
see an unfamiliar word, the sentence may include another word with the same meaning
to help you figure it out. This clue signals the meaning by presenting a synonym right
alongside or after the word, so you can connect the unknown term to a familiar idea.  For
example, if the sentence says the path was treacherous, dangerous and risky, the words
dangerous and risky restate the meaning of treacherous, guiding you to infer that
treacherous means dangerous or perilous.  This fits the idea of a synonym or restatement
clue because the meaning is clarified by restating it with another word that has the same
sense. It’s not about showing the opposite meaning, spelling out the definition outright
in bold, or explaining where a word comes from.

6. What is a vowel team?
A. A consonant blend.
B. A single vowel that makes a long sound.
C. A syllable that contains two consecutive vowels, which can

create a long vowel sound or a variant sound.
D. A group of letters that are silent.

Two vowels sitting side by side in the same syllable often act as one vowel sound. This is a
vowel team. When two vowels team up, they can make a long vowel sound—like ai in rain
or oa in boat—or produce a different, sometimes tricky, sound as in bread or bear. The
key idea is that the two consecutive vowels in a single syllable work together to represent
one vowel sound, not two separate sounds. This is why the correct description is a
syllable that contains two consecutive vowels, which can create a long vowel sound or a
variant sound.
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7. What is the significance of compound words in
phonological awareness?
A. They always use a hyphen between parts.
B. They can be segmented into two parts, helping students

practice sound manipulation.
C. They require three or more syllables.
D. They reduce decoding difficulty.

Compound words provide a natural way to practice segmenting sounds. By breaking a
word like sunflower into sun and flower, students hear that one word is made from two
smaller words, which strengthens their ability to hear and manipulate boundary sounds.
This supports phonological awareness through segmenting and blending the parts to
recover the whole word. It’s not about hyphens or the exact number of syllables—many
compounds have no hyphen and two parts. The key idea is using the boundary between
the parts to practice sound manipulation, rather than assuming decoding is always
easier.

8. In the word 'cat', which part is the onset and which is the
rime?
A. Onset: ca; Rime: t
B. Onset: c; Rime: at
C. Onset: cat; Rime:
D. Onset: a; Rime: ct

Onset is the initial consonant(s) before the vowel, and the rime is the vowel plus any
following consonants. In the word cat, the first letter before the vowel a is the consonant
c, so the onset is c. The rime starts with the vowel a and includes the following consonant
t, making at. So Onset: c; Rime: at. This aligns with the idea that the vowel marks the
boundary between onset and rime.

9. Which term specifically refers to the ability to hold
phoneme information briefly for manipulation?
A. Phonological working memory
B. Phoneme segmentation
C. Phonemic awareness
D. Rhyme awareness

Holding phoneme information briefly for manipulation is phonological working memory,
the part of memory that temporarily stores sound-based information and lets you work
with it in your mind. This is what you rely on when you keep the sequence of sounds in a
word in memory long enough to blend them into the whole word or to manipulate those
sounds to see how changes would sound, like swapping one phoneme to form a different
word. Phonological working memory supports decoding and spelling by letting you hold
and transform sound patterns as you process language. Other terms focus more on
recognizing or identifying sounds rather than keeping and actively manipulating them:
phonemic awareness is about awareness and manipulation of individual sounds, phoneme
segmentation is specifically breaking words into their sounds, and rhyme awareness is
about recognizing that words rhyme, not about holding phonemes in memory for
manipulation.
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10. What is segmenting in phonemic awareness?
A. Dividing a word into individual sounds and counting them.
B. Repeating a word aloud until it sticks in memory.
C. Replacing a sound in a word with another sound.
D. Identifying the meaning of a word.

Segmenting means hearing a spoken word and breaking it apart into its individual
sounds, then recognizing how many sounds there are. For example, the word cat can be
spoken as its three sounds: /k/ /æ/ /t/. This ability helps kids map sounds to letters when
they read and spell, since they can pull apart the word to see each sound. The other
options describe different skills: repeating a word to memorize it is about memory, not
breaking into sounds; changing one sound to another is phoneme substitution, a
manipulation task; and figuring out a word’s meaning is vocabulary understanding, not
phonemic awareness.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://praxiselemreadingmathscisocstudies.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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