
Postsecondary Education
Readiness Test (PERT)
Practice Test (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

This is a sample study guide. To access the full version with hundreds of
questions,



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

Sample study guide, visit https://pert.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 6.......................................................................................
Answers 9.........................................................................................
Explanations 11................................................................................
Next Steps 17...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://pert.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Don’t worry about getting everything right, your
goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations, and take
breaks to retain information better.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning.
7. Use Other Tools

Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital
practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.
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There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly — adapt the tips above to fit your
pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. How does the PERT impact a student's transition to
college?
A. It has no impact on college readiness
B. It determines the final college acceptance
C. It informs college advisors about student’s academic

strengths and weaknesses
D. It serves as a requirement for financial aid

2. How is the preparation time for exams determined?
A. by his/her knowledge
B. by their knowledge
C. by your knowledge
D. No change

3. Which writing elements are key to achieving success on the
PERT?
A. Images and captions
B. Thesis statements and transitions between ideas
C. Variety of sentence lengths
D. Use of rhetorical questions

4. What types of problems are included in the Mathematics
section of the PERT?
A. Only geometry problems
B. Basic arithmetic only
C. Algebraic concepts, geometry, and basic arithmetic
D. Data analysis only

5. Which sentence best improves clarity in communication?
A. I think it’s essential for everyone to appreciate the value of

diversity.
B. It is essential for all individuals to recognize the importance

of diversity.
C. Recognizing the value of diversity is something that every

individual must appreciate.
D. Everyone should understand that diversity holds significant

value.
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6. What type of passages can students expect in the reading
section?
A. Poems and fictional stories
B. Scientific and informational texts
C. Personal narratives and diaries
D. Advertisements and brochures

7. What is the primary objective of the Postsecondary
Education Readiness Test (PERT)?
A. To evaluate student behavior in high school
B. To assess college readiness in mathematics, reading, and

writing
C. To provide scholarships for college students
D. To measure extracurricular participation

8. How is the solution of y - 2 > 1 represented on a number
line?
A. Open circle, arrow right of 0
B. Open circle, arrow left of 0
C. Closed circle, arrow right of 0
D. Closed circle, arrow left of 0

9. Why is it important to review the scoring criteria for the
writing section?
A. To understand what evaluators look for in high-quality

writing
B. To determine the best ways to cheat
C. To prepare for oral presentations
D. To identify irrelevant topics covered in class

10. What does a comma indicate in a sentence?
A. A full stop
B. A pause or a separation of elements
C. Emphasis on a word
D. Continuation of thought without breaks
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Answers
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1. C
2. D
3. B
4. C
5. D
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. A
10. B
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Explanations
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1. How does the PERT impact a student's transition to
college?
A. It has no impact on college readiness
B. It determines the final college acceptance
C. It informs college advisors about student’s academic

strengths and weaknesses
D. It serves as a requirement for financial aid

The PERT plays a critical role in a student's transition to college because it helps to
identify their academic strengths and weaknesses in key subject areas such as math,
reading, and writing. By assessing a student’s capabilities through this test, college
advisors can tailor academic support and resources to help each student succeed. This
personalized approach equips students with the guidance they need to address areas
requiring improvement, ensuring they are better prepared for college-level coursework.  
Understanding a student’s academic profile allows institutions to provide appropriate
placement in courses, which can significantly enhance the likelihood of academic
success. This targeted help helps students transition more smoothly from high school to
college, as it addresses their specific needs right from the start. The focus on individual
assessment makes the PERT a valuable tool in facilitating student readiness and
performance in a collegiate setting.

2. How is the preparation time for exams determined?
A. by his/her knowledge
B. by their knowledge
C. by your knowledge
D. No change

The phrase "No change" indicates that the original sentence about how preparation time
for exams is determined is already correctly structured without needing alterations. The
use of "knowledge" on its own is a neutral and inclusive term, making it applicable to
anyone regardless of perspective.   Considering the other options: "his/her knowledge,"
"their knowledge," and "your knowledge" all attempt to personalize or generalize the
statement in ways that might not fit every reader's perspective.   For instance, "his/her
knowledge" may imply a specific individual, which limits the inclusivity of the statement.
"Their knowledge" while more inclusive than "his/her," could still imply a group, which
may not be appropriate in every context. "Your knowledge" specifically addresses the
reader directly, making it less general and potentially less relatable.  Thus, keeping the
original sentence as it is maintains its universal applicability to anyone preparing for
exams, which is why "No change" is the most suitable answer.
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3. Which writing elements are key to achieving success on the
PERT?
A. Images and captions
B. Thesis statements and transitions between ideas
C. Variety of sentence lengths
D. Use of rhetorical questions

Thesis statements and transitions between ideas are essential elements of effective
writing and play a significant role in achieving success on the PERT. A strong thesis
statement clearly articulates the main point or argument of the writing, providing a
roadmap for the reader. This clarity is crucial in setting the stage for what follows and
helps the reader understand the direction the essay will take.  Transitions are equally
important as they connect different ideas and paragraphs, ensuring that the writing flows
smoothly. Effective transitions guide the reader through the argument, illustrating the
relationships between ideas and maintaining coherence throughout the piece. Without
these elements, writing can become disjointed and confusing, making it difficult for the
reader to follow the author’s logic.  In contrast, the other options—images and captions,
variety of sentence lengths, and the use of rhetorical questions—may enhance certain
aspects of writing but do not serve as foundational elements as crucial as a thesis
statement and transitions. Images and captions, for example, are more relevant in visual
or multimedia compositions, while a variety of sentence lengths can improve style but
does not directly contribute to the clarity of the argument. Rhetorical questions can
engage readers but are not essential for establishing a solid argumentative structure.

4. What types of problems are included in the Mathematics
section of the PERT?
A. Only geometry problems
B. Basic arithmetic only
C. Algebraic concepts, geometry, and basic arithmetic
D. Data analysis only

The Mathematics section of the PERT includes a variety of topics that are essential for
assessing a student’s readiness for postsecondary education. The correct answer
encompasses algebraic concepts, geometry, and basic arithmetic, reflecting a
comprehensive range of mathematical skills.  Algebraic concepts are fundamental as they
involve understanding variables, equations, and functions, which are crucial for advanced
studies in mathematics and other subjects. Geometry is also a significant aspect because
it assesses spatial reasoning and the ability to work with shapes, angles, and
measurements. Basic arithmetic forms the foundation of all mathematical learning,
including operations with numbers, fractions, and decimals, which are necessary for
performing calculations in more complex areas of math.  Including all three of these
areas ensures that students are well-rounded in their mathematical abilities and can
approach a wide range of problems they may encounter in their education and daily life.
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5. Which sentence best improves clarity in communication?
A. I think it’s essential for everyone to appreciate the value of

diversity.
B. It is essential for all individuals to recognize the importance

of diversity.
C. Recognizing the value of diversity is something that every

individual must appreciate.
D. Everyone should understand that diversity holds significant

value.
The selected sentence enhances clarity in communication by using straightforward
language that directly addresses the reader. It employs simple and familiar words such as
"everyone," "understand," and "value," which make the message more accessible.
Additionally, the sentence structure is concise, making it easy for readers to grasp the
central idea without unnecessary complexity.  The focus on "everyone" emphasizes
inclusivity, while "understand" suggests active engagement with the concept of diversity.
Using "holds significant value" clearly conveys the importance of diversity without
convoluted phrasing or excessive formality. This direct approach helps ensure that the
message resonates with a wide audience, thereby promoting effective communication.

6. What type of passages can students expect in the reading
section?
A. Poems and fictional stories
B. Scientific and informational texts
C. Personal narratives and diaries
D. Advertisements and brochures

In the reading section of the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (PERT), students
can expect to encounter scientific and informational texts because these types of
passages are designed to assess comprehension skills relevant to academic and
real-world contexts. Scientific and informational texts often incorporate complex
language, data, and ideas that require critical thinking and analytical skills to
understand.   These passages typically cover various subjects, such as social studies,
science, literature, or even practical applications, ensuring that students demonstrate
their ability to extract meaning, make inferences, and analyze the structure and content
of the given material. This focus prepares students for the types of readings they will
likely face in higher education, where critical engagement with various forms of texts is
essential.
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7. What is the primary objective of the Postsecondary
Education Readiness Test (PERT)?
A. To evaluate student behavior in high school
B. To assess college readiness in mathematics, reading, and

writing
C. To provide scholarships for college students
D. To measure extracurricular participation

The primary objective of the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (PERT) is to assess
college readiness in mathematics, reading, and writing. This assessment is designed to
evaluate a student’s skills in these key areas to determine whether they are prepared for
college-level coursework. By identifying strengths and weaknesses, the PERT helps
educators and institutions place students in appropriate classes and provides guidance
for students regarding their academic preparedness.   This focus on college readiness is
crucial, as many students transition from high school to higher education may face
challenges if they do not possess the necessary foundational skills. The PERT serves as
both a diagnostic tool for students to understand their readiness and a method for
colleges to ensure students are placed in the right programs, helping support student
success in their academic journeys.

8. How is the solution of y - 2 > 1 represented on a number
line?
A. Open circle, arrow right of 0
B. Open circle, arrow left of 0
C. Closed circle, arrow right of 0
D. Closed circle, arrow left of 0

To correctly represent the solution of the inequality y - 2 > 1 on a number line, it is
important to first solve the inequality. Adding 2 to both sides results in y > 3. This
indicates that y can take any value greater than 3 but not equal to 3 itself.  In this
context, the number line representation requires an open circle at the number 3. An open
circle signifies that the endpoint is not included in the solution set. Additionally, since y
is greater than 3, an arrow extending to the right of the open circle indicates that all
values greater than 3 are included in the solution.  This visualization effectively
communicates that the solution consists of all numbers greater than 3, showing a clear
indication that 3 itself is not part of the solution.
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9. Why is it important to review the scoring criteria for the
writing section?
A. To understand what evaluators look for in high-quality

writing
B. To determine the best ways to cheat
C. To prepare for oral presentations
D. To identify irrelevant topics covered in class

Understanding the scoring criteria for the writing section is crucial because it provides
insight into what evaluators prioritize when assessing writing quality. This awareness
allows students to tailor their writing to meet these expectations, focusing on essential
elements such as clarity, coherence, grammar, and organization. By aligning their
writing techniques with the criteria, students can enhance their chances of achieving a
higher score.   In the context of effective writing, knowing these criteria helps students
practice and refine their skills in areas deemed important by evaluators, ultimately
leading to improved performance on the assessment.

10. What does a comma indicate in a sentence?
A. A full stop
B. A pause or a separation of elements
C. Emphasis on a word
D. Continuation of thought without breaks

A comma in a sentence serves as a tool to indicate a pause or to separate elements within
the structure of the sentence. It helps to clarify meaning by breaking up items in a list,
separating independent clauses, or demarcating introductory phrases from the main
clause. By using a comma, the writer can guide the reader's understanding of how
different parts of the sentence relate to each other.  For example, when listing items, a
comma is used to indicate that each item is distinct yet part of a collective idea.
Similarly, when connecting two independent clauses with a conjunction, a comma signals
that there is a brief pause while still maintaining the connection between the clauses.
This pause allows for better comprehension and flow of information, ensuring the reader
can easily follow the writer's intent.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://pert.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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