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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.

Sample study guide, visit https://pasupervisingphysicians.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 3

SAMPLE



How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which approach supports fair performance evaluation of a PA?
A. Use objective metrics, standardized tools, multiple data sources, and protect

confidentiality to reduce bias
B. Rely on a single supervisor's opinion
C. Include only patient satisfaction scores
D. Use random numbers

2. What standard should govern PA charting under supervision?
A. Documentation may be informal and informal notes are acceptable.
B. Documentation should be thorough, accurate, timely, and consistent with

policy; the supervising physician may review, co-sign, or attest as required by
law and policy.

C. Charts must be handwritten only.
D. Documentation is optional for supervisor-approved visits.

3. What actions by a supervising physician support a PA in making complex
differential diagnoses?
A. Provide access to consults, collaborative discussion, review of

evidence/guidelines, and space for deliberate decision-making
B. Limit access to consults to ensure independence
C. Withhold guidelines and evidence
D. Dissuade alternative diagnoses

4. How does cultural competence impact supervising PA care?
A. It has no impact on patient outcomes.
B. It only affects documentation style.
C. It improves patient communication, adherence, and culturally appropriate

decision-making within supervision constraints.
D. It undermines standard treatment protocols.

5. What is the supervising physician's ultimate responsibility for the care
provided by a PA?
A. Not responsible for the PA's practice.
B. The supervising physician is legally responsible for the PA's practice within

the supervision agreement and state requirements.
C. Only responsible for billing.
D. Responsible for the PA's personal schedule.

Sample study guide, visit https://pasupervisingphysicians.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 6

SAMPLE



6. Which item confirms national certification status as part of the PA
licensure process?
A. NCCT Verification
B. NCCPA Verification
C. DEA registration
D. Graduation verification

7. What is the role of the supervising physician in monitoring PA
performance?
A. Direct patient care only.
B. Focus on documentation accuracy alone.
C. Regular chart reviews, direct observation, performance metrics, continuing

education, and enforcing clinical standards and protocols.
D. Handling administrative tasks unrelated to patient care.

8. For minors under PA care, how should consent be obtained?
A. Only the minor's consent.
B. Parental/guardian consent, with child assent when appropriate.
C. Only a physician's consent.
D. No consent needed.

9. How does supervision affect a PA's professional liability protection?
A. Supervision can reduce risk through oversight; the PA remains liable for their

actions, and the supervisor may share responsibility depending on control
B. Supervision has no effect on liability
C. The supervisor bears all liability in all cases
D. The PA is fully shielded from liability under supervision

10. Which statement best describes the difference between credentialing and
privileging in physician assistant practice?
A. Credentialing ensures patient confidentiality; privileging handles

documentation.
B. Credentialing verifies qualifications (education, licensure, certifications);

privileging authorizes specific procedures within a facility based on those
credentials and competency.

C. Credentialing defines scope of practice in law; privileging assigns patient
records.

D. Credentialing is the act of granting medical privileges; privileging is the
process of renewing licenses.
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Answers
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1. A
2. B
3. A
4. C
5. B
6. B
7. C
8. B
9. A
10. B
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Explanations
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1. Which approach supports fair performance evaluation of a PA?
A. Use objective metrics, standardized tools, multiple data sources, and protect

confidentiality to reduce bias
B. Rely on a single supervisor's opinion
C. Include only patient satisfaction scores
D. Use random numbers

Fair performance evaluation for a PA hinges on using objective metrics, standardized tools, multiple data
sources, and safeguarding confidentiality to reduce bias. Objective metrics provide measurable, verifiable data
on performance, such as adherence to clinical guidelines, timeliness, and accuracy of documentation.
Standardized tools ensure evaluators apply the same criteria and scoring method across all PAs, which makes
comparisons fair and reliable. Gathering information from diverse sources—such as supervisors, peers, patient
outcomes, chart reviews, and patient feedback—gives a well-rounded picture and helps offset the influence of a
single perspective. Protecting confidentiality lowers fear of repercussions, encouraging more honest feedback
and reducing distortions that bias results.  In contrast, relying on a single supervisor’s opinion can introduce
personal bias and a narrow view of performance. Focusing only on patient satisfaction captures only one
dimension of care and can be influenced by factors outside the PA’s control. Using random numbers provides no
meaningful information to assess or improve performance.

2. What standard should govern PA charting under supervision?
A. Documentation may be informal and informal notes are acceptable.
B. Documentation should be thorough, accurate, timely, and consistent with

policy; the supervising physician may review, co-sign, or attest as required by
law and policy.

C. Charts must be handwritten only.
D. Documentation is optional for supervisor-approved visits.

Proper PA charting under supervision requires documentation that is thorough, accurate, timely, and aligned
with policy. This creates a clear record of care for ongoing treatment, supports clinical decisions, and provides
medicolegal protection. The supervising physician may review, co-sign, or attest the chart as required by law
and policy, helping verify assessments and interventions and ensuring regulatory compliance. Informal notes or
incomplete records undermine care quality and accountability; charts being handwritten only is not a
requirement in modern practice, and documentation is not optional—without proper records, patient safety,
billing, and legal liability are at risk.
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3. What actions by a supervising physician support a PA in making complex
differential diagnoses?
A. Provide access to consults, collaborative discussion, review of

evidence/guidelines, and space for deliberate decision-making
B. Limit access to consults to ensure independence
C. Withhold guidelines and evidence
D. Dissuade alternative diagnoses

Effective supervision provides the framework a PA needs to reason through complex diagnoses. When a
supervising physician ensures ready access to consults, engages in collaborative discussion, guides the review
of current evidence and guidelines, and allows time for deliberate decision-making, the PA can explore multiple
plausible possibilities, verify data, and avoid rushing to an premature conclusion.  Access to consults and
collaborative discussion brings in expertise and different perspectives, expanding the differential beyond what
one clinician might consider and helping catch biases. Reviewing up-to-date guidelines and evidence anchors
decisions in best practices, informs which tests to order, and clarifies when to pursue or rule out alternatives.
Providing space for deliberate decision-making gives the PA time to weigh risks, interpret ambiguous findings,
and solidify reasoning before acting. Limiting consultant access, withholding guidelines, or discouraging
alternative diagnoses removes essential information and time, increasing the chance of missed or unsafe
diagnoses.

4. How does cultural competence impact supervising PA care?
A. It has no impact on patient outcomes.
B. It only affects documentation style.
C. It improves patient communication, adherence, and culturally appropriate

decision-making within supervision constraints.
D. It undermines standard treatment protocols.

Understanding patients from diverse cultural backgrounds is essential in supervising PA care because
communication, trust, and patient engagement are shaped by cultural context. Culturally competent supervision
helps present information in ways patients can understand, respects beliefs about illness and treatment, and
weaves family and social factors into decisions. This often leads to better adherence, since patients are more
likely to follow plans they helped shape and that align with their values. It also guides decision-making to be
both evidence-based and culturally appropriate within the supervision framework, rather than rigidly sticking to
a one-size-fits-all approach. This approach does not imply no impact, nor is it limited to documentation, and it
supports standard protocols by tailoring care to the patient’s cultural context.
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5. What is the supervising physician's ultimate responsibility for the care
provided by a PA?
A. Not responsible for the PA's practice.
B. The supervising physician is legally responsible for the PA's practice within

the supervision agreement and state requirements.
C. Only responsible for billing.
D. Responsible for the PA's personal schedule.

In PA practice, the supervising physician holds ultimate responsibility for the care provided by the PA. This
stems from the physician’s role as the professional responsible for patient safety and the standard of care within
the supervision arrangement and state laws. The physician must ensure that the PA’s scope of practice is
appropriate, that supervision is adequate, and that medical decisions are consistent with accepted standards.
Even though tasks can be delegated, the physician remains legally accountable for the care delivered under their
supervision, and liability can attach if the PA’s actions fall within the supervision agreement and the physician
failed to supervise appropriately or ensure competence. The other administrative duties—like billing or managing
the PA’s personal schedule—do not define who bears the ultimate medical responsibility for patient outcomes.

6. Which item confirms national certification status as part of the PA
licensure process?
A. NCCT Verification
B. NCCPA Verification
C. DEA registration
D. Graduation verification

National certification status for a Physician Assistant is confirmed through NCCPA verification. The NCCPA is
the organization that certifies PAs after they complete a program and pass the PANCE, and it keeps the official
record of that certification. State licensure typically requires that this national certification status be verified by
the licensing board, ensuring the PA meets recognized standards.  Why the other options don’t fit: NCCT
verification is for other professions and not the PA’s national certification. Graduation verification only confirms
that a degree was earned, not that national certification has been obtained. DEA registration relates to the
authority to prescribe controlled substances, not to certification status.
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7. What is the role of the supervising physician in monitoring PA
performance?
A. Direct patient care only.
B. Focus on documentation accuracy alone.
C. Regular chart reviews, direct observation, performance metrics, continuing

education, and enforcing clinical standards and protocols.
D. Handling administrative tasks unrelated to patient care.

Monitoring PA performance is about ongoing quality assurance and ensuring care stays safe, effective, and
aligned with standards. Regular chart reviews help catch inaccuracies in documentation and ensure the
treatment plan matches clinical reasoning and guidelines. Direct observation provides real-time feedback on
clinical skills, patient communication, and adherence to protocols during actual patient encounters. Performance
metrics offer objective data on outcomes, guideline concordance, prescribing patterns, and safety indicators,
giving a clear picture of how care is delivered. Continuing education ensures the PA keeps up with new evidence
and practices, while enforcing clinical standards and protocols maintains consistency across all patients and
reduces variability that could affect safety and quality. Focusing only on patient care, only on documentation, or
handling unrelated administrative tasks misses the comprehensive, governance-focused role that ensures
high-quality care.

8. For minors under PA care, how should consent be obtained?
A. Only the minor's consent.
B. Parental/guardian consent, with child assent when appropriate.
C. Only a physician's consent.
D. No consent needed.

In pediatric care, the person with legal authority to approve treatment is typically the parent or guardian, because
minors generally lack full capacity to consent. At the same time, respecting the child’s developing autonomy
means seeking the minor’s assent when appropriate. Assent is the child’s affirmative agreement to the plan after
explaining what will be done, why, what to expect, and the risks and benefits, in language and terms suited to
their age. It supports understanding and cooperation without substituting for the parent’s legally required
decision.  So the best approach is to obtain parental/guardian consent and involve the child by seeking assent if
they are capable and it’s appropriate. This preserves the legal framework while honoring the patient’s
perspective. The other options—relying solely on the minor’s consent, relying solely on a physician’s consent, or
skipping consent altogether—do not reflect how consent is correctly obtained for most pediatric care.

9. How does supervision affect a PA's professional liability protection?
A. Supervision can reduce risk through oversight; the PA remains liable for their

actions, and the supervisor may share responsibility depending on control
B. Supervision has no effect on liability
C. The supervisor bears all liability in all cases
D. The PA is fully shielded from liability under supervision

Supervision reduces risk by providing oversight, guidance, and checks on clinical decisions, but it doesn’t erase
the PA’s own liability. The PA is responsible for their actions within their scope, so mistakes or harms caused by
the PA can lead to malpractice claims against them. The supervising physician can share liability when their
level of control and direction contributed to the harm—for example, through how orders are given, supervision is
conducted, or decisions are delegated. In practice, liability can be joint: the PA and supervisor (and the employer)
may all be held responsible based on each party’s role and involvement. Supervision isn’t a blanket shield for the
PA, nor does it automatically make the supervisor liable in every case.
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10. Which statement best describes the difference between credentialing and
privileging in physician assistant practice?
A. Credentialing ensures patient confidentiality; privileging handles

documentation.
B. Credentialing verifies qualifications (education, licensure, certifications);

privileging authorizes specific procedures within a facility based on those
credentials and competency.

C. Credentialing defines scope of practice in law; privileging assigns patient
records.

D. Credentialing is the act of granting medical privileges; privileging is the
process of renewing licenses.

Credentialing verifies qualifications such as education, licensure, and board certifications to confirm a clinician
is eligible to practice within an organization. Privileging then authorizes that clinician to perform specific
procedures or provide particular services within the facility, based on those credentials and demonstrated
competency. In other words, credentialing establishes basic eligibility, while privileging defines the exact scope
of practice inside a given setting. A PA would first be credentialed to practice generally, then be granted
privileges to perform chosen procedures (e.g., certain surgical tasks or patient care activities) within that facility
according to their demonstrated abilities.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://pasupervisingphysicians.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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