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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Don’t worry about getting everything right, your
goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations, and take
breaks to retain information better.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning.
7. Use Other Tools

Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital
practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.
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There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly — adapt the tips above to fit your
pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. The Allowable Cargo Load is based on various factors.
Which one of the following is not a factor?
A. Type of aircraft
B. Weight of cargo
C. Altitude above sea level
D. Temperature

2. Which of the following is NOT a part of the primary ground
crew during sling load operations?
A. Signalman
B. Hookup man
C. Ground Crew Officer
D. Static Probe Man

3. Which reference covers Dual Point Sling Load Rigging
Procedures?
A. FM 4-20.102
B. TM 4-48.11
C. FM 3-21.38
D. TM 4-48.10

4. The closer the angle of a sling is to ______, the _______ the
stress put on it.
A. Vertical, Lesser
B. Horizontal, Greater
C. Diagonal, Equal
D. Horizontal, Lesser

5. What term describes a load that has been denied sling load
certification and is considered a safety hazard?
A. Prohibited load
B. Single Point Load
C. Unique load
D. Dual Point Load
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6. What is the minimum weight that must be carried when
using a CH-53E Super Stallion?
A. 3000 lbs
B. 5000 lbs
C. 6000 lbs
D. 7000 lbs

7. What must be removed when using a 10k or 25k apex and
nylon configured in a basket hitch?
A. Load Stabilizer
B. Apex Spacer
C. Safety Pin
D. Attachment Clip

8. Which of the following is a common hazard during sling
load operations?
A. Excessive altitude
B. Power failure
C. Unsecured loads
D. Weather instability

9. What is a unique load that requires an O-6 signature?
A. Prohibited load
B. Single Point Load
C. Modified certified load
D. Dual Point Load

10. Which item relates directly to ensuring load stability
when using clevises?
A. Load Bag
B. Hand Tightening
C. Nut Closure
D. Apex Sensor
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. B
4. B
5. A
6. C
7. B
8. C
9. C
10. B
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Explanations
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1. The Allowable Cargo Load is based on various factors.
Which one of the following is not a factor?
A. Type of aircraft
B. Weight of cargo
C. Altitude above sea level
D. Temperature

The Allowable Cargo Load (ACL) is influenced by several critical factors that ensure the
safe and effective transport of cargo by aircraft. The type of aircraft is a significant
determinant, as different aircraft types have varying structural limitations and
performance capabilities. The weight of cargo certainly plays a role, but it is not
exclusively referred to as a factor in determining ACL in the same manner as the other
options.  Altitude above sea level is crucial because aircraft performance can diminish at
higher elevations due to thinner air, affecting lift and engine performance. Similarly,
temperature affects aircraft operation, as higher temperatures can decrease engine
efficiency and lift, requiring adjustments in payload limits.  While the weight of cargo
influences the total load and must be considered when calculating ACL, it is inherent to
the overall context of cargo loading. Hence, in this multiple-choice context, the weight of
cargo is not classified as a standalone factor that determines ACL amidst the other
environmental and operational conditions like type of aircraft, altitude, and temperature.

2. Which of the following is NOT a part of the primary ground
crew during sling load operations?
A. Signalman
B. Hookup man
C. Ground Crew Officer
D. Static Probe Man

In sling load operations, the primary ground crew is essential for the safe and effective
handling of cargo. Each member has specific roles that contribute to ensuring a
successful operation.   The signalman is responsible for guiding the helicopter and
provides visual signals to the pilot during the approach and departure of the aircraft. The
hookup man is crucial for attaching the load to the helicopter’s cargo hook, ensuring
that it is securely fastened before flight. The static probe man plays a role in ensuring
safety by detecting static electricity, preventing potential hazards during the operation. 
The ground crew officer, while significant for overall coordination and management of
the sling load operation, does not directly participate in the physical handling of the
load. Instead, their responsibilities are more related to the overarching supervision and
organization of the operation, which is why they are not classified as part of the primary
ground crew directly involved in the loading and unloading tasks. Therefore, this
distinction makes the ground crew officer the correct answer as not being a part of the
primary ground crew during sling load operations.
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3. Which reference covers Dual Point Sling Load Rigging
Procedures?
A. FM 4-20.102
B. TM 4-48.11
C. FM 3-21.38
D. TM 4-48.10

The reference that covers Dual Point Sling Load Rigging Procedures is TM 4-48.11. This
technical manual provides detailed instructions and guidelines for rigging loads to be
airlifted by helicopters using a dual point configuration, which involves attaching the
load at two points to ensure stability and balance during transport. The manual offers
critical information about the necessary equipment, rigging techniques, and safety
considerations essential for successful sling load operations.  Understanding the nuances
of dual point rigging is important for those operating in aerial resupply missions, as it
allows for handling larger or more awkwardly shaped loads that require greater control
during flight. This specific manual is designed for military personnel and outlines the
processes specific to these types of sling loads, making it the authoritative source for this
information.  In contrast, the other references may focus on different aspects of sling
load operations or logistics without detailing the dual point rigging procedures
specifically. Therefore, for questions relating to dual point sling load rigging, TM 4-48.11
is the appropriate and reliable guide.

4. The closer the angle of a sling is to ______, the _______ the
stress put on it.
A. Vertical, Lesser
B. Horizontal, Greater
C. Diagonal, Equal
D. Horizontal, Lesser

The correct answer is that the closer the angle of a sling is to horizontal, the greater the
stress put on it. This concept is rooted in physics and the analysis of forces acting on
slings during lifting operations.   When a sling is positioned more horizontally, the load's
weight creates more vertical force acting on the sling, contributing to increased tension.
The horizontal angle means that the sling is not only supporting the weight of the load
but also needs to accommodate the increased horizontal component of the force. This
results in a greater stress being exerted on the sling material due to the combination of
vertical and horizontal forces.  In practical terms, operators often seek to maintain the
sling at a more vertical angle to minimize the stress placed on it, thereby reducing the
risk of failure and enhancing safety. Understanding this relationship is critical for load
handling and ensuring the integrity of the lifting apparatus.
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5. What term describes a load that has been denied sling load
certification and is considered a safety hazard?
A. Prohibited load
B. Single Point Load
C. Unique load
D. Dual Point Load

The term that refers to a load that has been denied sling load certification and is
considered a safety hazard is a prohibited load. This classification indicates that the
specific load does not meet the necessary safety and operational criteria set forth by
relevant guidelines, which can pose risks during transportation. Load certification is
crucial in sling load operations to ensure that all equipment and materials can be safely
lifted and transported without endangering personnel or equipment on the ground.  A
prohibited load, therefore, signifies that it should not be used in sling load operations,
ensuring adherence to safety protocols and minimizing the potential for accidents. This
recognition helps maintain high safety standards in aviation and logistics operations,
allowing teams to focus on utilizing only those loads that have been thoroughly evaluated
and approved for safe transport.   In contrast, the other terms relate to load
configurations rather than safety certifications. A single point load refers to a load that is
suspended from a single point, while a dual point load involves two attachment points,
both of which are valid load configurations that can potentially be certified. A unique
load may refer to a load that has specific characteristics not fitting into standard
classifications but does not necessarily imply safety concerns.

6. What is the minimum weight that must be carried when
using a CH-53E Super Stallion?
A. 3000 lbs
B. 5000 lbs
C. 6000 lbs
D. 7000 lbs

The minimum weight requirement for a CH-53E Super Stallion refers to the lift capability
and operational efficiency of the aircraft. In the context of sling loads, this minimum
weight is critical for ensuring that the aircraft operates within its optimal performance
parameters, especially when conducting aerial missions involving heavy or bulky cargo. 
Choosing the correct minimum weight ensures that the CH-53E has sufficient load to
maintain stability, control, and efficiency during flight operations. The weight also
affects the helicopter's center of gravity and overall performance characteristics, such as
its ability to maneuver and maintain altitude with the load securely attached. 
Additionally, in a practical scenario, the aircraft's capabilities are designed to handle
loads above this minimum threshold, which allows for flexibility in operations while
ensuring safety protocols are met. The 6000 lbs figure is a recognized standard that
aligns with operational guidelines, ensuring the helicopter can perform effectively under
varying conditions while also minimizing risks associated with lighter loads that could
compromise flight safety.
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7. What must be removed when using a 10k or 25k apex and
nylon configured in a basket hitch?
A. Load Stabilizer
B. Apex Spacer
C. Safety Pin
D. Attachment Clip

When using a 10k or 25k apex with nylon configured in a basket hitch, the apex spacer
must be removed. The apex spacer is designed to create an appropriate distance between
the apex of the load and the lifting mechanism, particularly in setups that require
specific angles or clearances. However, when employing a basket hitch, the design of the
hitch itself allows for the load’s weight to be distributed evenly along the strands of the
nylon, making the spacer unnecessary. This helps to ensure that the load can be properly
secured and lifted without the risk of interference that might occur if the spacer were
left in place.   Understanding this is crucial for maintaining safety and efficiency during
sling load operations, as the removal of non-essential components in specific
configurations streamlines the process and ensures optimal performance while
minimizing the potential for errors.

8. Which of the following is a common hazard during sling
load operations?
A. Excessive altitude
B. Power failure
C. Unsecured loads
D. Weather instability

Unsecured loads pose a significant hazard during sling load operations because they can
shift or detach from the helicopter during flight, leading to accidents or injuries. Proper
securing of loads is critical to ensure the safety of personnel on the ground and in the
aircraft, as an unsecured load can impact not only the aircraft's flight stability but also
pose risks to other aircraft and individuals nearby.   In sling load operations, attention to
detail in securing the load correctly is crucial to preventing malfunctions. This
encompasses ensuring that all straps, ties, and connections are properly fastened and
that the load is balanced. Understanding and implementing the necessary safety
measures regarding load security is fundamental in training for sling load operations,
thus making it an essential area of focus for those involved.   Other hazards like
excessive altitude, power failure, and weather instability may impact flight but do not
directly relate to the integrity of the load being transported. Thus, understanding the
critical nature of securing loads is vital for the safety and efficiency of sling load
operations.
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9. What is a unique load that requires an O-6 signature?
A. Prohibited load
B. Single Point Load
C. Modified certified load
D. Dual Point Load

A modified certified load requires an O-6 signature because it indicates that the load’s
characteristics and handling have been altered from the original certification. This
alteration necessitates a higher level of oversight and assurance of safety and
compatibility with sling load operations. The O-6 signature is a confirmation from a
senior officer (typically at the colonel level) that the modified load has been thoroughly
reviewed and meets the necessary standards for air transport. This process is crucial for
maintaining safety protocols and ensuring that all modifications comply with operational
guidelines.  Other types of loads, such as prohibited loads, single-point loads, and
dual-point loads, follow different certification and approval procedures that do not
require the specific oversight of an officer with an O-6 designation. Prohibited loads, for
example, are not allowed for aerial transport regardless of signature approval, while
single and dual-point loads may have their own unique criteria based on established
standards without necessarily needing an O-6 oversight.

10. Which item relates directly to ensuring load stability
when using clevises?
A. Load Bag
B. Hand Tightening
C. Nut Closure
D. Apex Sensor

Ensuring load stability when using clevises is crucial for the safe operation of sling loads.
Hand tightening directly contributes to load stability by allowing personnel to secure the
clevis attachments firmly by hand, reducing the risk of any movement or slippage during
transport. This action ensures that the load remains stable throughout the entire rigging
and transport process, minimizing the chance of accidents or mishaps that can arise
from improperly secured loads.  Other items listed, while they may be related to various
aspects of load management or securing, do not have the same direct impact on ensuring
the stability of the load when specifically using clevises. A load bag is typically used for
adding weight to stabilize lighter loads but does not itself ensure stability in the context
of clevis use. Nut closures are important for fastening but are typically used with
fasteners and do not have a direct role in adjusting or securing clevis connections for
stability. An apex sensor is designed to monitor load behavior and tension but does not
provide direct stabilization through physical contact and securing like hand tightening
does.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://pathfinderwrittenslingload.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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