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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which items should be inspected in a personal vehicle for potential red
flags?
A. New parts on an old vehicle and incorrect size spare tire
B. Bald tires and missing gas cap
C. Outdated oil and fuel level
D. Excessive wear on the upholstery and broken mirrors

2. Are women allowed to breastfeed on Federal Property?
A. A. Yes, anyone who is authorized access to the facility may do so
B. B. No, at no time is this authorized on Federal Property
C. C. Yes, if they have a note from a Medical Doctor stating that it is necessary

for the child
D. D. Yes, but only if specifically authorized by the FSC

3. What does PTSD stand for?
A. Post Trauma Stress Disorder
B. Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
C. Privatized Trauma Stress Detector
D. Pre-Trauma Stress Disorder

4. PSOs perform their tasks according to duties outlined in what?
A. Form 1103
B. Their supervisor's verbal instructions
C. Post orders
D. Contract guidelines

5. What is the first step an officer should take after a use of force incident?
A. Call for backup
B. Assess the situation
C. Report and document the actions taken
D. Detain the suspect
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6. What is the main purpose of a DHS Form 3155?
A. To convict a criminal
B. To cover and protect FPS personnel or PSOs from any wrongdoing
C. It acts as an official record that is a concise relaying of information about a

crime or incident
D. To make the PSO look good in the eyes of their supervisors

7. What is one of the primary duties of the PSO according to the regulations?
A. To maintain physical security and law and order
B. To oversee administrative tasks
C. To facilitate training for new staff
D. To manage financial records

8. What is the main descriptive characteristic of a person that a PSO may
need to include in their report?
A. Type of vehicle they were driving, and clothing being worn by them
B. Height, weight, sex, age, hair color
C. What they talked and sounded like, and what was said by them
D. Personality type

9. Which law requires procedures to be established for a missing child in a
federal facility?
A. Code Amber Act
B. Code Gold Act
C. Code Adam Act
D. Code Silver Act

10. While working on a specific type of post, who serves as the first responder
to security alarms and emergencies?
A. Access control post
B. Patrol and response post
C. Screening post
D. Control center operations post

Sample study guide, visit https://paragonsys.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 7

SAMPLE



Answers

Sample study guide, visit https://paragonsys.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 8

SAMPLE



1. A
2. A
3. B
4. C
5. C
6. C
7. A
8. B
9. C
10. B
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Explanations
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1. Which items should be inspected in a personal vehicle for potential red
flags?
A. New parts on an old vehicle and incorrect size spare tire
B. Bald tires and missing gas cap
C. Outdated oil and fuel level
D. Excessive wear on the upholstery and broken mirrors

The correct choice highlights critical aspects that can indicate underlying issues with a personal vehicle. New
parts on an old vehicle can raise concerns about the maintenance history and whether the previous owner
attempted to cover up significant problems. If parts have been replaced, it’s essential to understand the reason
for such replacements, as they may suggest issues that have potentially not been fully resolved.  Additionally, an
incorrect size spare tire poses safety risks. Using a spare that doesn’t match the standard tires can lead to
handling problems or tire failure, especially at high speeds. Therefore, both of these items are vital indicators
when assessing a vehicle’s condition and safety.  While bald tires and a missing gas cap may suggest some
neglect, and outdated oil or fuel levels provide useful maintenance information, they don’t necessarily indicate
the same level of concern regarding hidden issues as new parts on an old vehicle do. Similarly, excessive wear
on upholstery and broken mirrors can signify poor treatment of the vehicle but don’t have an immediate impact
on its safety and functional reliability compared to the other concerns.   Focusing on the presence of new parts
and the appropriateness of spare tire size consistently helps ensure the vehicle is not only functioning well but
also reliable and safe for use on the road.

2. Are women allowed to breastfeed on Federal Property?
A. A. Yes, anyone who is authorized access to the facility may do so
B. B. No, at no time is this authorized on Federal Property
C. C. Yes, if they have a note from a Medical Doctor stating that it is necessary

for the child
D. D. Yes, but only if specifically authorized by the FSC

The allowance for women to breastfeed on Federal Property is rooted in the broader laws that protect the rights
of mothers to nurse their children in public spaces. The correct answer reflects the understanding that any
individual authorized access to government facilities, including mothers who need to breastfeed, has the right to
do so. This right is anchored in both federal laws and policies promoting breastfeeding as beneficial for both
mothers and children.   Federal properties do not have restrictions against breastfeeding, emphasizing a
commitment to supporting maternal and child health. This policy acknowledges the importance of breastfeeding
and seeks to foster an environment where nursing mothers feel comfortable without facing legal or procedural
barriers.   Options that suggest additional requirements, such as needing a doctor's note or specific
authorization, misunderstand the general principles surrounding breastfeeding rights. Such stipulations would
create unnecessary barriers that could discourage or prevent mothers from breastfeeding, which contradicts the
established rights in public spaces, especially in government settings.

Sample study guide, visit https://paragonsys.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 11

SAMPLE



3. What does PTSD stand for?
A. Post Trauma Stress Disorder
B. Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
C. Privatized Trauma Stress Detector
D. Pre-Trauma Stress Disorder

PTSD stands for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. This term is widely used in the field of psychology and mental
health to describe a mental health condition that is triggered by witnessing or experiencing a traumatic event.
Understanding the components of the term is essential; "post" refers to the time after the event, "traumatic"
describes the nature of the experience, and "stress disorder" indicates a disruption in an individual’s mental and
emotional wellbeing that persists after the trauma.  Recognizing this full terminology helps to clarify the specific
nature of the condition, which is not just about experiencing stress but involves a range of symptoms like
flashbacks, severe anxiety, and uncontrollable thoughts about the traumatic event. This is crucial for
professionals when diagnosing and treating those affected by such experiences. The other alternatives do not
accurately represent the established terminology or the clinical understanding of the condition.

4. PSOs perform their tasks according to duties outlined in what?
A. Form 1103
B. Their supervisor's verbal instructions
C. Post orders
D. Contract guidelines

The correct answer is "Post orders," which are essential documents that outline the specific responsibilities and
expectations for personnel assigned to particular posts. These orders provide detailed instructions regarding
daily duties, protocols, and procedures that must be adhered to during shifts. By following the post orders,
Security Officers (PSOs) ensure consistency in operations and that all tasks are performed in alignment with
organizational standards and policies.  The other options, while potentially important in a broader context, do not
stipulate the comprehensive and structured guidelines outlined for PSUs. For instance, "Form 1103" may refer to
a specific administrative document that may not be relevant to daily operational duties. "Their supervisor's
verbal instructions" can be subjective and vary from one supervisor to another, lacking the formal structure and
accountability of written post orders. Similarly, "Contract guidelines" pertain more to the overarching terms of
employment and the service agreement rather than the day-to-day responsibilities specific to a PSO’s role at a
given post. Thus, post orders serve as the primary source of duty and operational direction for PSOs.
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5. What is the first step an officer should take after a use of force incident?
A. Call for backup
B. Assess the situation
C. Report and document the actions taken
D. Detain the suspect

The first step an officer should take after a use of force incident is to report and document the actions taken.
Proper documentation is crucial for several reasons. It ensures an accurate record is maintained of the incident,
which is vital for transparency and accountability. This documentation should include details about the use of
force involved, the circumstances leading up to it, the individuals involved, and any witnesses present.  
Thorough reporting helps to create a clear narrative that can be important for investigations, legal proceedings,
or departmental reviews. It also aids in safeguarding the officer by providing a factual account that can be
referenced if necessary. Therefore, initiating documentation effectively establishes a reliable foundation for
addressing any subsequent legal, administrative, or community-related inquiries about the incident.  In contrast,
other options, while they may also be important actions to take in specific contexts, do not address the
immediate need for proper documentation following the use of force. Calling for backup and assessing the
situation might occur during the incident as it unfolds, but once the immediate situation is under control, the
imperative shifts to documenting what happened. Detaining the suspect may also have been part of the incident
but becomes secondary to ensuring all aspects of the use of force are accurately recorded.

6. What is the main purpose of a DHS Form 3155?
A. To convict a criminal
B. To cover and protect FPS personnel or PSOs from any wrongdoing
C. It acts as an official record that is a concise relaying of information about a

crime or incident
D. To make the PSO look good in the eyes of their supervisors

The correct answer highlights the primary function of a DHS Form 3155, which is to serve as an official record
detailing important information about a crime or incident. This form is crucial for documenting events accurately
and concisely, allowing law enforcement and security personnel to maintain a reliable account of occurrences.
By capturing the essential facts, the form contributes to operational transparency and can support subsequent
investigations or legal processes.  The other options do not align with the fundamental role of the form. It
doesn't focus on convicting individuals or protecting personnel from wrongdoing; rather, it is about
record-keeping and ensuring proper documentation. Additionally, while the form may contribute to compliance
and professionalism in the eyes of supervisors, that is not its main intended purpose. The emphasis is placed on
its function as a record rather than on perceptions of individuals involved in the reporting.
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7. What is one of the primary duties of the PSO according to the regulations?
A. To maintain physical security and law and order
B. To oversee administrative tasks
C. To facilitate training for new staff
D. To manage financial records

The primary duty of the PSO (Physical Security Officer) is to maintain physical security and law and order. This
responsibility is critical in ensuring the safety and protection of personnel, property, and information within an
organization. The PSO plays a vital role in assessing potential threats, implementing security measures, and
responding to incidents that may jeopardize security. Their focus is on creating a secure environment through
surveillance, access control, and emergency response planning, which are essential aspects of physical security
management.   While overseeing administrative tasks, facilitating training for new staff, and managing financial
records are important activities in various roles, they do not specifically align with the core responsibilities of the
PSO. The PSO's emphasis on physical safety distinctly separates this role from those that primarily focus on
administrative functions or financial management.

8. What is the main descriptive characteristic of a person that a PSO may
need to include in their report?
A. Type of vehicle they were driving, and clothing being worn by them
B. Height, weight, sex, age, hair color
C. What they talked and sounded like, and what was said by them
D. Personality type

In assessing the main descriptive characteristic of a person that a PSO needs to include in their report, height,
weight, sex, age, and hair color provide essential physical identifiers. These attributes help in accurately
identifying an individual and are often crucial in investigations or reports to distinguish one person from another.
Detailed physical characteristics serve as the baseline information that law enforcement or investigators may
refer to in a variety of situations. For example, in a public safety context, reporting such characteristics can
assist in constructing a reliable and precise description of a suspect or witness, aiding in recognition and
identification processes. The inclusion of these metrics supports the foundation of a clear and consistent report
that can be utilized in various situations, such as investigations or in keeping accurate records.  While the type of
vehicle or clothing is relevant, those details typically serve as contextual information rather than primary
identifiers of a person's physical characteristics. Descriptions of speech or personality types are less
standardized and vary greatly between individuals, making them less effective as primary characteristics for
identification in reports.
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9. Which law requires procedures to be established for a missing child in a
federal facility?
A. Code Amber Act
B. Code Gold Act
C. Code Adam Act
D. Code Silver Act

The Code Adam Act is the correct answer because it mandates that federal facilities establish procedures to
respond promptly and effectively to reports of a missing child. This law emphasizes the importance of a swift
and organized approach when a child goes missing, which includes activating search procedures and ensuring
that all necessary personnel are informed. The objective is to enhance child safety and ensure the rapid recovery
of missing children in such environments.   The other laws listed focus on different aspects of safety and
emergency response procedures. For instance, the Code Amber Act pertains to the dissemination of information
regarding abducted children through alert systems, while the Code Gold Act involves responses to situations
involving hostages or an active shooter. The Code Silver Act addresses emergencies involving weapons on a
federal property. Understanding the specific focus of the Code Adam Act clarifies its role in protecting children in
federal facilities.

10. While working on a specific type of post, who serves as the first responder
to security alarms and emergencies?
A. Access control post
B. Patrol and response post
C. Screening post
D. Control center operations post

The first responder to security alarms and emergencies is typically the patrol and response post. This role is
crucial because it involves immediate action in response to security breaches or alarms, ensuring a rapid and
effective response to incidents. Personnel at the patrol and response post are trained to assess situations,
coordinate with other security team members, and take necessary actions such as alerting local law
enforcement or providing assistance until further help arrives.   Other posts, such as access control and
screening posts, primarily focus on monitoring and managing entry points and screening individuals or items for
security threats, rather than responding directly to emergencies. The control center operations post typically
oversees and manages security operations and communications but does not usually serve as the first
responder to incidents on the ground. Hence, the patrol and response post has the specific responsibility and
capability to address alarms and emergencies first.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://paragonsys.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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