


Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any means, graphic,
electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, web distribution, taping, or by any
information storage retrieval system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate, complete, and timely
information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://panw-certifiednetworksecurityadministrator.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SAMPLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.................................................................................................................

Table of Contents 2....................................................................................................

Introduction 3.............................................................................................................

How to Use This Guide 4............................................................................................

Questions 5................................................................................................................

Answers 8...................................................................................................................

Explanations 10..........................................................................................................

Next Steps 16.............................................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://panw-certifiednetworksecurityadministrator.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SAMPLE



IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.

Sample study guide, visit https://panw-certifiednetworksecurityadministrator.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 3

SAMPLE



How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What capability can be used when running PA-200 firewalls in HA
active/passive mode using HA-Lite?
A. Session Synchronization
B. Configuration Sync
C. Shared Addressing
D. Stateful Failover

2. What happens if a security rule with a deny action covers packets from all
sources to all destinations?
A. All traffic is allowed by default
B. Only specific protocols will be denied
C. Traffic is denied based on the active session
D. All traffic will be denied by the rule

3. Which URL Filtering Security Profile action logs the URL Filtering category
to the URL Filtering log?
A. Block
B. Alert
C. Allow
D. Monitor

4. What will be the size of the SSL key in the certificate sent by the firewall
when performing SSL Decryption for an RSA 2048-bit key?
A. 1024 bits
B. 2048 bits
C. 4096 bits
D. 512 bits

5. What is a Report in the context of PAN firewalls?
A. A detailed guide for user training
B. A summary of logged activities over a specified time period, often used for

compliance and auditing
C. A live feed of network traffic
D. A proactive issue detection tool
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6. What is the default setting for application-default security rules in Palo Alto
Networks firewalls?
A. To block all unknown application traffic
B. To allow only application traffic that is known to the firewall
C. To allow all application traffic by default
D. To encrypt application traffic

7. What does a Security Profile Group consist of in Palo Alto Networks?
A. A single security profile
B. A set of security profiles
C. A collection of users
D. Only network access rules

8. What does effective network segmentation aim to achieve in security
architecture?
A. Increased bandwidth for all users
B. Separation of critical systems to minimize risk
C. Reduction of licensing fees
D. Deletion of unnecessary firewall rules

9. Which command is used to display the NAT policies enforced by the
firewall?
A. show current nat-policy
B. show active nat-policies
C. show running nat-policy
D. show nat-policy status

10. When a security policy rule is set to block high-severity threats, which
profile must be applied to detect malware?
A. Antivirus Profiles
B. Application Control Profiles
C. URL Filtering Profiles
D. Threat Prevention Profiles
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Answers
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1. B
2. D
3. B
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. C
10. A
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Explanations
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1. What capability can be used when running PA-200 firewalls in HA
active/passive mode using HA-Lite?
A. Session Synchronization
B. Configuration Sync
C. Shared Addressing
D. Stateful Failover

In an HA active/passive setup using HA-Lite with PA-200 firewalls, the functionality of Configuration Sync is
essential. Configuration Sync allows the primary (active) firewall to synchronize its configuration settings with
the secondary (passive) firewall. This ensures that both firewalls have the same configuration, allowing for a
seamless transition should a failover occur.   When one firewall takes over as the active unit, it can do so without
the need for manual intervention to replicate the configuration settings. This is vital for maintaining continuity in
network security policies and rules, as well as ensuring that the correct set of configurations is applied during an
active failover event.   In the context of HA-Lite, which is a simplified version of High Availability, some advanced
features like Session Synchronization or Stateful Failover are not available, focusing instead on providing
essential redundancy via configuration consistency. Thus, Configuration Sync is indeed the right capability in
this scenario.

2. What happens if a security rule with a deny action covers packets from all
sources to all destinations?
A. All traffic is allowed by default
B. Only specific protocols will be denied
C. Traffic is denied based on the active session
D. All traffic will be denied by the rule

When a security rule is configured with a deny action that covers all sources to all destinations, it effectively acts
as a catch-all rule. This means that any packet traversing the network that matches this rule will be blocked. The
rule does not discriminate based on the type of traffic; it simply denies all packets falling within its defined
scope.  In a typical firewall or security policy framework, the deny action takes precedence over any allow
actions. Therefore, once a packet matches the criteria (all sources to all destinations), it will be immediately
denied. This is essential for enforcing security measures by preventing unwanted or potentially harmful traffic
from entering or leaving the network.  Understanding this behavior is crucial, as it establishes the foundation for
creating effective security policies. Without having explicit allow rules to permit specific traffic, any traffic not
explicitly permitted will fall under the deny action of this rule, leading to total blockage. This principle reinforces
the importance of a default-deny posture in network security, aiming to protect against unauthorized access
while allowing only necessary communications through specifically defined rules.
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3. Which URL Filtering Security Profile action logs the URL Filtering category
to the URL Filtering log?
A. Block
B. Alert
C. Allow
D. Monitor

The action that logs the URL Filtering category to the URL Filtering log is the Alert action. When this action is
configured within a URL Filtering Security Profile, it generates a log entry that captures relevant details about the
request, including the category of the attempted URL. This logging provides valuable insight into user activity
and helps in monitoring the types of content users are trying to access.  For instance, using the Alert action can
aid in reporting on potentially harmful or inappropriate web traffic without hindering user access—in scenarios
where the intention is to investigate trends or behaviors rather than enforce strict blocking. This allows
administrators to gain visibility into web usage patterns, which can be crucial for compliance and security
posture assessments.  In contrast, while the other actions (Block, Allow, and Monitor) have their specific
functions, they do not focus on categorizing or logging as effectively as Alert does in this context. Block
prevents access without logging the category detail in the same way, Allow permits access and generally does
not create a log entry for the category, and Monitor tracks the URL activity but typically does not provide the
categorical information in the URL Filtering log. Thus, Alert stands out as the action that effectively captures and
logs URL categories directly to the filtering log.

4. What will be the size of the SSL key in the certificate sent by the firewall
when performing SSL Decryption for an RSA 2048-bit key?
A. 1024 bits
B. 2048 bits
C. 4096 bits
D. 512 bits

When a firewall is performing SSL Decryption with an RSA 2048-bit key, the size of the SSL key in the certificate
corresponds directly to the key size itself. In this context, a 2048-bit RSA key means that the key used in the SSL
certificate is 2048 bits in length.   The RSA key size reflects the total number of bits in the cryptographic key
used for encryption and decryption processes. In this specific case, since the key is designated as 2048 bits, it
indicates that the size of the SSL key embedded in the certificate will also be 2048 bits. Understanding this
relationship is crucial for interpreting the security strength and requirements of SSL/TLS communications
utilized in secure environments.   Hence, the correct answer, which accurately matches the key size indicated in
the question, is indeed 2048 bits.
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5. What is a Report in the context of PAN firewalls?
A. A detailed guide for user training
B. A summary of logged activities over a specified time period, often used for

compliance and auditing
C. A live feed of network traffic
D. A proactive issue detection tool

In the context of Palo Alto Networks (PAN) firewalls, a report is fundamentally understood as a summary of
logged activities over a specified time period. This functionality is crucial for compliance and auditing purposes,
as it allows security administrators to review and analyze historical data regarding traffic patterns, security
incidents, and user activities. Reports are generated based on the logs collected by the firewall, which
encompass various types of events such as threat logs, traffic logs, and system logs.  These reports serve
multiple purposes: they help in assessing network security posture, identifying potential security incidents, and
ensuring that the organization adheres to regulatory compliance standards. By providing both high-level views
and detailed insights, reports enable organizations to make informed decisions regarding their security
measures and strategies.  In contrast, the other options provided do not accurately encapsulate the nature of
reports in PAN firewalls. For instance, a detailed guide for user training focuses on educating users rather than
summarizing logged activities. A live feed of network traffic represents real-time data monitoring, which is
distinct from reports that analyze data over time. Similarly, a proactive issue detection tool is meant for
identifying security threats as they occur, rather than summarizing historical information for review and
compliance purposes.

6. What is the default setting for application-default security rules in Palo Alto
Networks firewalls?
A. To block all unknown application traffic
B. To allow only application traffic that is known to the firewall
C. To allow all application traffic by default
D. To encrypt application traffic

The default setting for application-default security rules in Palo Alto Networks firewalls is to allow only
application traffic that is known to the firewall. This means that the firewall uses its application identification
capabilities to classify and manage traffic based on a set of predefined known applications.  By allowing known
applications, the firewall ensures that only legitimate and approved application traffic is permitted through the
network. This approach helps maintain a secure environment by minimizing exposure to potentially harmful or
unauthorized applications. It leverages the comprehensive application database maintained by Palo Alto
Networks, which allows for granular control over application types and their associated risks.  In this context, the
security posture is strengthened since only applications that have been verified are allowed, reducing the risk of
attacks that may come from unknown or untrusted sources. Thus, this setting supports both performance and
security, ensuring that users can utilize necessary applications while still safeguarding the network.
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7. What does a Security Profile Group consist of in Palo Alto Networks?
A. A single security profile
B. A set of security profiles
C. A collection of users
D. Only network access rules

A Security Profile Group in Palo Alto Networks consists of a set of security profiles that are used to manage and
apply multiple security functionalities in a streamlined manner. This grouping allows administrators to combine
various security profiles—such as Antivirus, Anti-Spyware, Vulnerability Protection, URL Filtering, and File
Blocking—into one entity that can then be applied to a security policy rule.   By using Security Profile Groups,
organizations can ensure a standardized and consistent security posture across different rules and policies
without needing to apply individual profiles separately. This not only simplifies the management of security
profiles but also makes it easier to maintain a cohesive strategy against diverse threats. The ability to group
multiple profiles together enhances the overall security architecture, allowing for efficient and effective threat
prevention mechanisms.  The other choices do not capture the fundamental purpose of Security Profile Groups
accurately. A single security profile would limit the scope and effectiveness of security measures, while a
collection of users is unrelated to the concept of security profiles. Focusing solely on network access rules
overlooks the broader context in which security profiles are employed to address threats and vulnerabilities.

8. What does effective network segmentation aim to achieve in security
architecture?
A. Increased bandwidth for all users
B. Separation of critical systems to minimize risk
C. Reduction of licensing fees
D. Deletion of unnecessary firewall rules

Effective network segmentation is a key strategy in security architecture designed to enhance the security
posture of an organization. The primary goal of this practice is to separate critical systems and sensitive data
from less secure or non-critical areas of the network. By segmenting the network, organizations can create
controlled zones that limit access based on user roles, system importance, and data sensitivity.  This approach
minimizes risk by containing potential security breaches to isolated segments. For instance, if a cyber threat
were to infiltrate one segment of the network, segmentation can prevent the threat from easily spreading to other
parts of the network where critical systems live. This means that vital resources are safeguarded, reducing the
overall attack surface and protecting sensitive information from unauthorized access.  In summary, effective
network segmentation aims to separate critical systems, thereby minimizing risk and enhancing overall security,
making it a vital component of robust security architecture.
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9. Which command is used to display the NAT policies enforced by the
firewall?
A. show current nat-policy
B. show active nat-policies
C. show running nat-policy
D. show nat-policy status

The command used to display the NAT policies enforced by the firewall is "show running nat-policy." This
command provides a comprehensive view of the NAT configurations that are currently in effect on the firewall.
By executing this command, an administrator can see all active NAT rules applied to the traffic, including static
and dynamic NAT, as well as any associated rules such as port forwarding or various translations.  Using this
command allows network security professionals to audit their NAT configurations efficiently and ensure that the
policies align with their organizational requirements. Generating this output is crucial for troubleshooting and
optimizing network security and flow.  Other commands, although they may seem similar in intent, do not
provide the complete or appropriate information necessary for understanding the active NAT policies. For
instance, commands that include terms like 'current' or 'status' may not directly reflect the rules applying at that
moment, or they might be geared toward different command outputs that do not specifically track or show the
running NAT configurations.

10. When a security policy rule is set to block high-severity threats, which
profile must be applied to detect malware?
A. Antivirus Profiles
B. Application Control Profiles
C. URL Filtering Profiles
D. Threat Prevention Profiles

When a security policy rule is configured to block high-severity threats, it is essential to apply the appropriate
profile that enables the detection of malware. The correct choice is to use Antivirus Profiles.   Antivirus profiles
are specifically designed to detect, block, and mitigate malware threats that could compromise the integrity of
the network or endpoints. They utilize various detection techniques, such as signature-based detection and
heuristics, to identify malicious files in real-time as they traverse the network. When the security policy is set to
block high-severity threats, having the antivirus profile in place ensures that any detected malware can be
effectively blocked before it impacts the system.  In contrast, other profiles such as Application Control, URL
Filtering, and Threat Prevention profiles have different focuses. Application Control Profiles mainly regulate
which applications can be accessed, focusing on application-layer traffic. URL Filtering Profiles deal with
controlling access to websites based on their content or reputation, and while they contribute to overall security,
they do not specialize in malware detection. Threat Prevention Profiles enable a combination of security
measures but are broader in scope and not solely focused on malware. Therefore, applying an Antivirus Profile is
critical for accurately detecting and blocking malware threats in this context.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://panw-certifiednetworksecurityadministrator.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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