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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Don’t worry about getting everything right, your
goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations, and take
breaks to retain information better.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning.
7. Use Other Tools

Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital
practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.
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There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly — adapt the tips above to fit your
pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions

Sample study guide, visit https://oupvrulesoftheroad.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 6

SA
M

PLE



1. A power-driven vessel exhibits the same lights as a
__________.
A. fishing vessel
B. pushing vessel
C. towing vessel
D. vessel being pushed

2. What is the primary purpose of the Rules of the Road?
A. To dictate how vessels should operate in ports
B. To ensure safe navigation and prevent collisions
C. To regulate fishing activities
D. To control pleasure boating

3. Under what condition can a vessel be classified as engaged
in fishing?
A. When it uses nets or lines
B. When it displays fishing lights
C. When it is anchored
D. When it takes on passengers

4. A power-driven vessel "not under command" must show her
sidelights when:
A. Making way
B. At anchor only
C. Making headway
D. If lights are required for visibility

5. Which statement is TRUE concerning a vessel under oars?
A. She must show a red light
B. She is not required to show any lights
C. She is allowed to show the same lights as a sailing vessel
D. She must show a white light only
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6. A towing light is a yellow light having the same
characteristics as a(n) __________.
A. sternlight
B. anchor light
C. floodlight
D. navigation light

7. What sound signal should a vessel nearing a bend or an
area where other vessels may be obscured make?
A. One short blast
B. One prolonged blast
C. Two short blasts
D. Two prolonged blasts

8. In a crossing situation, which vessel may sound the danger
signal?
A. Only the larger vessel
B. Only the vessel being overtaken
C. Only the vessel on the starboard side
D. Either vessel

9. When directed to keep out of the way of another vessel,
what should every vessel avoid?
A. Crossing behind the other vessel
B. Crossing ahead of the other vessel
C. Reducing speed
D. Turning portside

10. What must a vessel nearing a bend sound to alert others?
A. Two short blasts
B. One prolonged blast
C. One short blast
D. No signal is required
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Answers
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1. D
2. B
3. A
4. C
5. C
6. A
7. B
8. D
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. A power-driven vessel exhibits the same lights as a
__________.
A. fishing vessel
B. pushing vessel
C. towing vessel
D. vessel being pushed

A power-driven vessel exhibits the same lights as a vessel being pushed because both
types of vessels are under the same regulations outlined in the International Regulations
for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGs). Specifically, a power-driven vessel must
exhibit the same navigation lights as a vessel being pushed when it is engaged in a tow,
which indicates that certain visual markers are necessary for safe navigation.   This
alignment of lighting requirements ensures that other vessels can easily identify the
nature of the power-driven vessel's operation, particularly when it is part of a tow
configuration. The lights serve a crucial purpose in navigating safely and effectively,
allowing other mariners to understand the size and type of the vessel and its mode of
operation.  In contrast, the lights exhibited by fishing vessels, pushing vessels, and
towing vessels may differ based on their specific activities and configurations, thus not
aligning with the lighting requirements of a power-driven vessel when operating in a
conventional scenario.

2. What is the primary purpose of the Rules of the Road?
A. To dictate how vessels should operate in ports
B. To ensure safe navigation and prevent collisions
C. To regulate fishing activities
D. To control pleasure boating

The primary purpose of the Rules of the Road is to ensure safe navigation and prevent
collisions. These rules create a standardized framework that guides vessel operators on
how to conduct themselves on the water, promoting safety for all types of watercraft,
whether commercial or recreational. By establishing clear guidelines, the Rules of the
Road help mariners understand their responsibilities, the navigation lights to use, and
the signals to give, which is crucial for preventing accidents and ensuring a safe
navigational environment.  The other options, while they may address specific aspects of
maritime activity, do not capture the overarching intent of the Rules of the Road.
Navigating in ports is certainly important, but it falls under a more localized context and
does not encompass the broader safety considerations the Rules address. Regulating
fishing activities and controlling pleasure boating are also essential components of
maritime regulation but do not primarily serve the comprehensive purpose of facilitating
safe navigation and collision avoidance, which is the core goal of the Rules of the Road.
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3. Under what condition can a vessel be classified as engaged
in fishing?
A. When it uses nets or lines
B. When it displays fishing lights
C. When it is anchored
D. When it takes on passengers

A vessel can be classified as engaged in fishing primarily when it uses nets or lines to
catch fish. This classification is based on the activities that distinguish fishing vessels
from other types of vessels, such as those primarily for transport or recreation. The use
of nets or lines indicates that the vessel is actively participating in the act of extracting
fish from the water, which is the defining characteristic of fishing.  While displaying
fishing lights can indicate that a vessel is fishing, it does not necessarily classify the
vessel as engaged in fishing. A vessel could display lights for reasons unrelated to fishing
activities. Being anchored does not inherently classify a vessel as engaged in fishing
either, as vessels may anchor for a number of reasons unrelated to fishing. Lastly, taking
on passengers relates to the transport or charter of individuals rather than any fishing
activities, thus not fulfilling the criteria for being classified as a fishing vessel.

4. A power-driven vessel "not under command" must show her
sidelights when:
A. Making way
B. At anchor only
C. Making headway
D. If lights are required for visibility

A power-driven vessel that is "not under command" is defined as a vessel that cannot
maneuver as required by the navigation rules, typically due to issues such as a
mechanical failure. According to the Rules of the Road, such a vessel must exhibit
specific lights to ensure proper visibility and communication with other vessels.  When a
power-driven vessel "not under command" is making headway, which indicates that the
vessel is moving through the water, it is required to display sidelights. This is crucial for
safety and navigation, as sidelights help indicate the direction the vessel is facing and
ensure that it is properly visible to other vessels in the area.   Displaying sidelights while
making headway is important to prevent potential collisions, as it allows other vessels to
ascertain the status and orientation of the "not under command" vessel. Therefore, the
correct and safest practice is to show sidelights when the vessel is in motion, thereby
contributing to overall safety on the water.
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5. Which statement is TRUE concerning a vessel under oars?
A. She must show a red light
B. She is not required to show any lights
C. She is allowed to show the same lights as a sailing vessel
D. She must show a white light only

A vessel under oars is considered a type of non-motorized vessel and, depending on its
size and situation, may exhibit navigation lights similar to those required for sailing
vessels. According to the night navigation rules, a vessel under oars that is 7 meters or
longer must display sidelights and a stern light, aligning it closely with the lighting
requirements for sailing vessels. This allows for better visibility and identification on the
water, particularly in conditions with reduced visibility.  In scenarios where a vessel
under oars is navigating at night, compliance with these lighting requirements is
essential to ensure safety and avoid collisions. While the other options address various
lighting situations, none align correctly with the established rules and regulations for
vessels under oars, which indeed have a more defined light display requirement similar
to sailing vessels.

6. A towing light is a yellow light having the same
characteristics as a(n) __________.
A. sternlight
B. anchor light
C. floodlight
D. navigation light

A towing light is defined in the navigation rules as a yellow light with the same
characteristics as a sternlight. Specifically, it acts as an indication of a vessel that is
towing another vessel, which is critical for ensuring that other vessels are aware of the
presence of the tow and can navigate accordingly. The sternlight, which is typically white
in color and positioned towards the back of a vessel, includes characteristics such as
intensity and visibility that the towing light must also exhibit in order to effectively
communicate the activity of towing to other boats on the water.   The other options do
not provide the same functional characteristics required for identifying a towing
scenario. For instance, an anchor light is specifically designed to indicate that a vessel is
at anchor, while floodlights serve a different purpose entirely, mainly providing
illumination rather than serving as a navigation aid. Navigation lights encompass a
broader category that includes various lights to indicate a vessel’s status and direction,
but none of them specifically align with the towing function as directly as the sternlight
does.
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7. What sound signal should a vessel nearing a bend or an
area where other vessels may be obscured make?
A. One short blast
B. One prolonged blast
C. Two short blasts
D. Two prolonged blasts

When a vessel is nearing a bend or an area where it may not be able to see or be seen by
other vessels, it is required to make one prolonged blast. This sound signal is used to
alert other vessels of its presence and intention to maneuver safely in an area where
visibility may be compromised. The prolonged blast serves as a warning that helps to
prevent collisions in confined or obstructed waterways, thereby enhancing safety for all
vessels.  The sound signal of one prolonged blast is particularly important in situations
where the visibility of other vessels is limited, ensuring that all parties are aware of each
other's presence and intentions. This signal is consistent with the International
Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGs), which establish guidelines for
sound signaling to promote safe navigation.

8. In a crossing situation, which vessel may sound the danger
signal?
A. Only the larger vessel
B. Only the vessel being overtaken
C. Only the vessel on the starboard side
D. Either vessel

In a crossing situation, the vessel that feels there is a risk of collision or danger can
sound the danger signal to alert the other vessel. This is not limited to any specific type
of vessel or position; instead, it is a general maritime practice that allows either vessel
involved in the crossing situation to communicate their concerns.   The rules of the road
are designed to ensure safety by allowing vessels to indicate when they believe a
dangerous scenario is present. This helps both vessels take appropriate action to avoid a
collision. It is essential for all mariners to be vigilant and proactive in communicating
any perceived threats, thereby enhancing safety on the water.
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9. When directed to keep out of the way of another vessel,
what should every vessel avoid?
A. Crossing behind the other vessel
B. Crossing ahead of the other vessel
C. Reducing speed
D. Turning portside

When directed to keep out of the way of another vessel, the correct approach is to avoid
crossing ahead of that vessel. This is because crossing ahead can put your vessel in a
position where you might be in the path of the other vessel, leading to a higher risk of
collision.   In maritime navigation, the concept of "stand-on" and "give way" vessels is
crucial. The give-way vessel must take action to avoid a collision and the most effective
way to do this is to maintain a safe distance from the stand-on vessel's path. Therefore,
instead of crossing ahead, which could potentially place your vessel in danger, it is safer
to maneuver in a way that ensures you remain well clear of the other vessel’s trajectory.  
The other options, such as crossing behind, reducing speed, or turning portside, could
still be viable strategies depending on the specific scenarios and vessel types involved.
However, crossing ahead poses the greatest risk, as it could lead to a collision if both
vessels continue on their respective courses.

10. What must a vessel nearing a bend sound to alert others?
A. Two short blasts
B. One prolonged blast
C. One short blast
D. No signal is required

A vessel nearing a bend must sound one prolonged blast to alert other vessels in the
vicinity. This action communicates the vessel's presence, as visibility may be restricted in
bends and turns where other vessels might not be able to see or anticipate its approach.
The prolonged blast is a standard signal indicating that the vessel is navigating in a
situation where it may not be visible to others, thus promoting safety by ensuring that
nearby vessels are aware of its position.  In the context of maritime navigation rules, the
use of sound signals is crucial for maintaining safe distances between vessels,
particularly in areas where visibility is compromised. Therefore, sounding one prolonged
blast serves as an essential communication tool in ensuring that other vessels are
informed of the navigational situation.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://oupvrulesoftheroad.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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