
OUPV Navigation Rules
Practice Test (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://oupvnavigationrules.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://oupvnavigationrules.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 16...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://oupvnavigationrules.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. When your vessel changes heading to starboard, what
happens to the compass card?
A. It turns left
B. It spins
C. It remains aligned with compass north
D. It turns right

2. What is the source to find the number of a chart for a
specific geographical area?
A. Nautical Almanac
B. Local Notice to Mariners
C. Catalog for Nautical Charts
D. US Coast Pilot

3. What phenomenon describes the wind resulting from
cooling land at night?
A. Sea breeze
B. Land breeze
C. Valley breeze
D. Mountain breeze

4. What is the sound signal for a vessel leaving a dock?
A. Two short blasts
B. One prolonged blast
C. Three short blasts
D. One short blast

5. What does the term "mean lower low water" refer to in the
context of sounding on the US east and west coasts?
A. Highest average tide
B. Lowest average tide
C. Average height of low tides
D. Standard elevation above sea level
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6. What does the term "tide" refer to?
A. Horizontal movement of water
B. Vertical movement of the water
C. Wind-induced waves
D. Current flow rate

7. What is the purpose of chart corrections provided by local
notices?
A. To enhance navigation accuracy
B. To report weather changes
C. To provide geological information
D. To track shipping statistics

8. What navigation lights must a power-driven vessel under 7
meters display if not in sight of other vessels?
A. Two all-round white lights
B. One all-round white light
C. One red and one green light
D. No lights are required

9. Which phenomenon affects the direction of the earth's
surface wind?
A. Moon's gravitational pull
B. Deflection by the earth's rotation
C. Seasonal temperature changes
D. Ocean currents

10. Under the Navigation Rules, what are the lights displayed
by a fishing vessel trawling?
A. Two red lights
B. Two green lights
C. A white light and a green light
D. One flashing white light
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Answers
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1. C
2. C
3. B
4. B
5. C
6. B
7. A
8. B
9. B
10. B
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Explanations

Sample study guide, visit https://oupvnavigationrules.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 10

SA
M

PLE



1. When your vessel changes heading to starboard, what
happens to the compass card?
A. It turns left
B. It spins
C. It remains aligned with compass north
D. It turns right

When a vessel changes heading to starboard, the compass card is designed to provide an
accurate representation of the vessel's new direction relative to magnetic north. As you
steer to the right, the compass card rotates accordingly, aligning with the new heading.
Therefore, the correct answer maintains that the compass card aligns with compass
north, reflecting any changes in heading.   The compass card itself does not
independently turn left or right; rather, it adjusts in response to the vessel's steering. It
does not spin erratically but instead smoothly correlates with the new direction of travel.
This clear relationship emphasizes the importance of understanding how a compass
functions in maritime navigation, ensuring that the vessel remains oriented in
accordance with its intended course.

2. What is the source to find the number of a chart for a
specific geographical area?
A. Nautical Almanac
B. Local Notice to Mariners
C. Catalog for Nautical Charts
D. US Coast Pilot

The catalog for nautical charts serves as the primary source for locating the number of a
chart corresponding to a specific geographical area. It contains detailed listings of all
available nautical charts, including their titles, scales, and coverage areas. This
comprehensive reference guides mariners in identifying the appropriate chart they need
for navigation in a particular region.  Other resources may contain valuable navigational
information, but they do not serve the same purpose for chart identification. The
Nautical Almanac focuses on celestial navigation and astronomical data, while the Local
Notice to Mariners provides updates and changes regarding maritime navigation but
does not include a chart catalog. The US Coast Pilot offers descriptive information about
navigation routes, hazards, and points of interest, yet it does not list chart numbers
specifically for locations. Therefore, the catalog for nautical charts is the most reliable
and directed source for chart numbers.
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3. What phenomenon describes the wind resulting from
cooling land at night?
A. Sea breeze
B. Land breeze
C. Valley breeze
D. Mountain breeze

The phenomenon that describes the wind resulting from cooling land at night is called a
land breeze. After sunset, the land loses heat more rapidly than the water bodies do. This
differential cooling causes the air above the land to become cooler and denser than the
air above the warmer water. As a result, the cooler, denser air over the land moves
toward the water, creating a breeze. This usually occurs over bodies of water near coastal
areas and is most pronounced on clear, calm nights.  In contrast, a sea breeze occurs
when the land heats up faster than the water during the day, causing the warm air over
the land to rise and cooler air from the sea to move in to replace it. The valley breeze
typically occurs during the day when the sun heats the valley floor, leading to upward
movement of air, while a mountain breeze is the opposite phenomenon where cold air
descends from the mountains at night because of the cooling in mountainous regions.
Understanding these different types of breezes helps in grasping how temperature
differences between land and water affect wind patterns.

4. What is the sound signal for a vessel leaving a dock?
A. Two short blasts
B. One prolonged blast
C. Three short blasts
D. One short blast

The sound signal for a vessel leaving a dock is one prolonged blast. This signal serves to
alert other vessels and operators in the vicinity of the vessel's intention to depart. The
prolonged blast is meant to provide clear notification in situations where visibility might
be limited or where other vessels may not be aware of the departing vessel's movements. 
In the context of navigational safety and communication, this sound signal is essential
for preventing collisions and ensuring that all nearby vessels are properly informed of
the departing action. The use of a prolonged blast reflects standard sound signaling
practices outlined in the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea
(COLREGs).   Other options, while representing different maneuvers or communications,
do not pertain to a vessel's departure from a dock, which is specifically indicated by the
prolonged blast.
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5. What does the term "mean lower low water" refer to in the
context of sounding on the US east and west coasts?
A. Highest average tide
B. Lowest average tide
C. Average height of low tides
D. Standard elevation above sea level

The term "mean lower low water" refers specifically to a tidal datum that is used in
nautical navigation and charting. It is the average height of the lowest tide recorded at a
specific location over a 19-year period. This measurement is particularly important as it
provides a reference point for navigational safety and the determination of water depths. 
This definition aligns closely with the concept of the average height of low tides, which is
why it can be considered correct. Maintaining an understanding of this datum is
essential for mariners since it helps in assessing whether a vessel can safely navigate
through certain waters, particularly in shallow areas where water depth is critical.  Other
choices, while related to tidal measurements, do not accurately define "mean lower low
water." For instance, the highest average tide and standard elevation above sea level do
not pertain to the average of the lowest tides specifically, while the lowest average tide,
though similar in intent, is not the same as the average of the lowest tides recorded. The
precision of the term "mean lower low water" denotes that it specifically relates to the
lowest occurrences of low tides, essential for safe navigation.

6. What does the term "tide" refer to?
A. Horizontal movement of water
B. Vertical movement of the water
C. Wind-induced waves
D. Current flow rate

The term "tide" specifically refers to the vertical movement of water caused by
gravitational forces exerted by the moon and the sun, along with the rotation of the
Earth. This phenomenon results in the periodic rising and falling of sea levels, which
occur typically twice daily along coastlines. These vertical fluctuations are crucial for
navigation, coastal ecology, and the functioning of many marine and estuarine
environments.  The other options refer to different water movements that are distinct
from tides. The horizontal movement of water is associated with currents, while
wind-induced waves pertain to surface agitation resulting from wind action over water.
Similarly, current flow rate involves the speed of water flowing in rivers, streams, or
ocean currents, which is separate from the tidal movements associated with the rise and
fall of water levels. Understanding these distinctions is vital for safe navigation and
marine operations.
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7. What is the purpose of chart corrections provided by local
notices?
A. To enhance navigation accuracy
B. To report weather changes
C. To provide geological information
D. To track shipping statistics

The purpose of chart corrections provided by local notices is to enhance navigation
accuracy. These corrections are essential for ensuring that navigational charts reflect the
most current information regarding navigational hazards, changes in water depths, the
positions of buoys, and the status of navigational aids. Keeping charts updated is crucial
for safe navigation, as outdated information can lead to dangerous situations on the
water. By ensuring that navigators have access to the most accurate data, local notices
play a vital role in preventing accidents and improving overall maritime safety.

8. What navigation lights must a power-driven vessel under 7
meters display if not in sight of other vessels?
A. Two all-round white lights
B. One all-round white light
C. One red and one green light
D. No lights are required

A power-driven vessel under 7 meters in length, when not in sight of other vessels, is
required to display one all-round white light. This regulation is designed to ensure that
the vessel remains visible to other vessels in conditions where visibility may be limited,
such as during nighttime or poor weather conditions. The all-round white light provides a
clear indication of the vessel's presence to others, which enhances safety on the water by
preventing collisions.  The requirement for only one light, rather than two, simplifies
compliance for smaller vessels while still maintaining a standard for visibility.
Additionally, the use of an all-round white light prevents confusion about the vessel's
orientation or maneuvering intentions, which can be crucial in a navigation situation
where other vessels may be nearby, even if not immediately visible.
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9. Which phenomenon affects the direction of the earth's
surface wind?
A. Moon's gravitational pull
B. Deflection by the earth's rotation
C. Seasonal temperature changes
D. Ocean currents

The correct answer highlights the impact of the Earth's rotation on wind direction, a
phenomenon known as the Coriolis effect. As air moves from high to low pressure areas,
the rotation of the Earth causes it to deflect to the right in the Northern Hemisphere and
to the left in the Southern Hemisphere. This deflection is crucial in understanding global
wind patterns and the circulation of the atmosphere.  The Coriolis effect arises because
the Earth rotates on its axis, and different points on its surface move at different speeds.
Points near the equator are moving faster than those closer to the poles due to the larger
circumference. As air moves, it doesn't travel in a straight line but rather curves, leading
to the prevailing wind patterns observed around the planet.  Other options, while they
may influence weather and climate, do not directly affect the wind direction in the same
fundamental way that the rotation of the Earth does. For instance, the gravitational pull
of the Moon primarily influences tides rather than wind patterns. Seasonal temperature
changes can affect wind speed and local weather conditions but do not establish the
basic flow and direction of winds. Ocean currents are influenced by prevailing winds, but
they are not the primary factor affecting wind direction itself.

10. Under the Navigation Rules, what are the lights displayed
by a fishing vessel trawling?
A. Two red lights
B. Two green lights
C. A white light and a green light
D. One flashing white light

A fishing vessel engaged in trawling is required to display specific lights as outlined in
the Navigation Rules to indicate its activity to other vessels. The correct display for a
trawling vessel includes two green lights, which are shown in a vertical line. This lighting
configuration serves to alert other vessels that the fishing vessel is actively fishing and
provides an understanding of the direction the vessel is facing.  This configuration is
essential for ensuring safe navigation by making the trawling activity visible during
nighttime or in low visibility conditions. Other light configurations such as two red lights
or a white and green light would not communicate the trawling status effectively. A
flashing white light, while it might indicate something else under specific circumstances,
does not apply to vessels that are trawling. Thus, proper adherence to the lighting
requirements plays a crucial role in maritime safety and navigation compliance.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://oupvnavigationrules.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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